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P R A Y I N G  F O R  O U R  C H I L D R E N  
Again. How is it possible that a nation can endure re-
peated attacks on its children without raising a cry of 
outrage? Imagine if every week brought another attack 
from an undocumented immigrant or by a person claim-
ing to be a Muslim extremist. The outrage and demands 
for bigger walls and greater immigration restrictions 
would be loud and immediate. So why aren’t we looking 
for real and effective solutions to the epidemic of gun 
violence that plagues our nation? Even aside from the 
inordinate power of the NRA to influence legislators and 
elections, what keeps us from analyzing root causes and 
implementing effective solutions and reasonable re-
strictions on gun ownership that are supported by most 
gun owners? Part of the answer may well be the parti-
san divisions that keep us from finding solutions to oth-
er social ills. Nicholas Kristoff has a very thought-
provoking article on this topic: https://
www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/11/06/opinion/how-
to-reduce-shootings.html. 
 

Loving God, grant us the wisdom to move beyond our 
biases so that we might act effectively for good. Protect 
our children from fear and threats of violence whether 
in suburban schools, urban streets or rural, urban or 
suburban homes. In your name, we pray. 
Amen 
 

C R S  R I C E  B O W L   
What better way to mark 
these days of preparation for 
Easter than to walk with 
God’s poor through CRS’ 
Rice Bowl program? The par-
ish and family materials  provide daily reminders to in-
corporate the Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving and link these practices to the real life expe-
riences of our neighbors throughout the world. Find a 
wealth of resources at https://www.crsricebowl.org/ 
 

God of the journey, 
Whenever we stumble on life’s roads, you are with us. 
Your love enables us to get back up and start again. 
May our Lenten prayer, fasting and almsgiving be an 
encounter with your mercy. May our experience of your 
selfless love inspire us to “go and do likewise,” 
becoming companions for our neighbors most in need, 
and for every member of our human family.  Amen-
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P U B L I C  P O L I C Y  P E T I T I O N S  

Please return 4 sets of your advocacy petitions ASAP so 
that we can deliver them in a timely way to the Presi-
dent and our legislators. Petitions may be mailed or 
dropped off at Catholic Family Center, 87 N. Clinton 
Ave., Rochester, NY 14604, Attn: Marvin Mich. If you’re 
dropping them off, there are several spots on Pleasant 
St. right outside CFC where you can put on your flash-
ers and drop the package off at the reception desk. 
 

The Scripture reading couldn’t have been more appro-
priate for our legislative advocacy this weekend. As Fr. 
Jim Schwartz said at St. Joseph’s Parish in Penfield, 
“Please God we do not see these children as lepers, so 
to speak, that need to be separated from us in our soci-
ety.  May we see these dreamers as our brothers and 
sisters in Christ Jesus.  They need and deserve our love 
and welcome.” Read more at http://
sjcpastorsblog.blogspot.com/ 
 

You can continue to advocate at http://
www.capwiz.com/justiceforimmigrants/issues/alert/?
alertid=79536626&type=CO 
 

A N T I - R A C I S M  E V E N T  

Feb 17 @ 1:00 pm 
Central Church of Christ 
101 S. Plymouth Ave—directly across the street from 
the Public Safety Building 
 

The African American Community in Rochester is plan-
ning an anti-racism event on Feb. 17th. 
They are inviting members of all faith traditions to par-
ticipate with them. Joining with our African 
American sisters and brothers on the 17th is one way 
we can demonstrate our commitment to ending racism. 
 
Some Catholic activists are disappointed that this event 
does not have official Catholic sponsorship from the 
Rochester Diocese or Catholic Family Center. Although 
we stand firmly against racism in any form, the inclu-
sion of President Trump’s name in the event advertising 
makes it difficult to officially support without partisan 
bias. Remaining nonpartisan allows us to stand firmly 
against all forms of injustice based on Catholic social 
justice principles without concerns about political influ-
ence. 
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P R A Y  A N D  F A S T  F O R  P E A C E  

Join Pope Francis to Pray and Fast for Peace on Feb. 
23, 2018. 
 

Pope Francis is inviting Catholics to participate in a 
Day of Prayer and Fasting for Peace on the Friday of 
the First Week of Lent (Feb. 23), in order to pray for 
“the tragic prolonging of conflicts in various parts of 
the world,” particularly in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and South Sudan. He urges that each person 
“according to his or her own conscience before God, 
can ask: ‘What can I do for peace?’” Here are four 
ways to respond:  
1. Learn about the situations in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo and South Sudan.  
2. Pray for peace using the Prayer for the Day of 
Prayer and Fasting for peace in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, South Sudan, and the whole world 
or another prayer for peace.  
3. Share what you've learned with others. Spread the 
word on Facebook or Twitter. Invite your parish to 
use the special Prayers of the Faithful for the Day of 
Prayer and Fasting for Peace on February 23.  Gather 
your community for prayer for peace using the Scrip-
tural Rosary for Justice and Peace, Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy, Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus, Litany of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, or Holy Hour for Peace. 4. 
Give to Catholic Relief Services to support their 
peacebuilding work in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, South Sudan, and other countries. 
Find links to all the resources at http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-
dignity/war-and-peace/day-of-prayer-and-fasting-for-
peace.cfm 
 

F A R M W O R K E R  E Q UA L  R I G H T S  
From Rural and Migrant Ministry: 
On February 12 the New York State Senate moved 
the Farmworker Fair Labor Practices Act out of the 
Labor Committee and into the Agricultural Commit-
tee.  This is a step in the right direction!      
 

Local Senators Patrick Gallivan (518-455-3471) and 
Rich Funke (585-223-1800) are both on the Agriculture 
Senate Committee, so calls from constituents would 
be most helpful. Please call your State Senator and 
leave the following message,    
"Hi, my name is _________.  I am a constituent and 
I urge the Senator to vote 'Yes' to pass the Farm-
worker Bill, Senate Bill 2721, currently under review 
in the Agricultural Committee.  It is time farmworkers 
are given the same rights and respect as every other 
worker in the state!  Farmworkers feed New York."   
 
If you’re not sure who your State Senator is go to: 
https://www.nysenate.gov/find-my-senator 

W E L C O M I N G  D I V E R S I T Y  

The National Coalition Building Institute, Rochester, NY 
Inc. presents WELCOMING DIVERSITY: Chaos or Com-
munity? The Choice is Ours 
 
Desire to create a more diverse workforce is no guaran-
tee that things will go smoothly. Change requires more 
than good intentions if results are to be truly meaning-
ful and lasting. Diversity is multi-layered and inclusion 
is multi-faceted. Treating employees equitably and fair-
ly goes beyond treating everyone the same. 
 
Please join us as we explore what truly diverse work 
and learning environments look like, and examine what 
it takes to create and sustain them. 
 
Thursday, March 1, 2018, 9 am – 4 pm 
Morning refreshments & lunch provided 
Starbridge Training Center, Room 118 
1650 South Avenue, Rochester, New York 14620 
Location is fully accessible 
To register go to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeiQ1l3MRAE4GFMFaIGH5G0P6RvMC2CoQyY
WBNFXZnx_coBvA/viewform 
For more information, contact Pat Willis at (585) 313-
1047 or e-mail willis.patricia908@gmail.com 
 

M O V I E  N I G H T  

All are invited to watch and discuss the provocative 
film "Merchants of Doubt" at 1:30 Sunday, March 4, at 
1010 East Ave. (the red brick building immediately west 
of Asbury United Methodist Church. This satirically co-
medic, eye-opening film exposes the tactics used by 
powerful industries to deliberately mislead the public 
about such issues as toxic chemicals, pharmaceuticals 
and climate change.   
 
The event is free, and no RSVP is necessary.  Popcorn 
will be provided.  The event is sponsored by Pachama-
ma Alliance’s Seeds of Hope.  
 

“Today, dear brothers and sisters, I wish to make add 
my voice to the cry which rises up with increasing an-
guish from every part of the world, from every people, 
from the heart of each person, from the one great 
family which is humanity: it is the cry for peace! It is a 
cry which declares with force: we want a peaceful 
world, we want to be men and women of peace, and 
we want in our society, torn apart by divisions and 
conflict, that peace break out! War never again! Never 
again war! Peace is a precious gift, which must be pro-
moted and protected.”  
Pope Francis, Angelus Address, 9/1/13 
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