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C O M M O N  G R O U N D  O N  A B O R T I O N  

Even among Catholics, abortion, and the politics associ-
ated with it, remains a divisive issue. The Consistent 
Life Network shared several interesting links challenging 
all of us to move beyond opposing camps in order to 
find areas of agreement. In Abandoning Trench War-
fare, the author explains that “There are some pro-life 
supporters who are very inconsistent—they seem to be 
against abortion but rarely invest time or energy in oth-
er "life" issues, even those that may yield less abor-
tions. You could make the same argument on the other 
side—why are some on the left so concerned with just 
about every social injustice except for the unborn baby 
in their own body? Read more at https://
travelingecumenist.blogspot.com/2018/03/abandoning-
trench-warfare-8-ways-to.html 
 

Laws in a secular society are not built on religious be-
lief, so it’s especially informative to read why non-
reigious people oppose abortion. For a secular perspec-
tive: http://blog.secularprolife.org/2018/02/supporting-
women-with-unplanned.html. One more thought-
provoking article: http://thenewprolifemovement.com/
index.php/2017/02/24/finding-middle-ground-in-the-
abortion-debate/ 
 

An earlier edition of the Network’s newsletter quoted 
the poet Wendell Berry, from his essay The Conse-
quences of Treating a Fetus as a Human Being, 
6/22/86. 
 

The first mistake may have been in calling it a "fetus.” 
In the tongue of our real experience we don't say 
"fetus.” We say "child” or "baby.” When we talk, like 
clinicians, about "aborting a fetus,” we are implicitly ac-
knowledging that it is wrong to kill a child. “Let us de-
stroy this fetus,” we are saying, "before we have imag-
ined its human face and suffered its human claims.” 
     And this is what we mean when we speak of our 
warheads destroying an "enemy city”: "Let us kill them 
abstractedly and far away, before we have seen them 
clearly enough even to hate them.” Suppose our gov-
ernment should begin to say to us, "Let us be ready to 
kill all the Russian men, women, and children.” It would 
be different. The greatest difference would be made by 
the thought of the children. Humanity has always un-
derstood that it is a horrible thing to make an enemy of 
a child.  
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S A LT  &  L I G H T  
Contact: Ruth Marchetti, rmarchetti@dor.org, 585-546-7220 ext. 7099 

M O V I N G  B E Y O N D  R A C I S M  
Racism continues to divide and harm Americans. At-
tached with today’s newsletter you will find a flyer invit-
ing participation in a Loyola Marymount, Los Angeles 
class on Catholics and racism. Catholic Family Center is 
collaborating with the Diocesan Office of Cultural Minis-
tries to host the class at the Church of the Assumption 
in Fairport. See the flyer for details. 
 
Fr. Brian Massingale, SJ, has long been an eloquent 
Catholic voice on issues of race. In a recent article in 
America Magazine, Massingale states:  
“ We must address racism because of this simple fact: 
Almost every social justice challenge that faces us in 
the United States is entangled with or exacerbated by 
racism against persons of color, and African-Americans 
in particular. No matter what issue you bring to the ta-
ble, whether it be health care access, immigration, 
mass incarceration, educational disparity, living wages, 
justice for women, pro-life, poverty or L.G.B.T.Q. is-
sues, they are all entangled with and enmeshed in rac-
ism. If you want to deal with educational access, or im-
migration, or care for the environment, or poverty, and 
you do not deal with race, you are on a bridge to no-
where. You cannot get justice right if you do not get 
racism right.”  Read more at https://
www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2017/11/20/
racism-sickness-soul-can-jesuit-spirituality-help-us-heal  

 

“Peace is also threatened by every denial of human 
dignity, firstly the lack of access to adequate nutrition. 
We cannot be indifferent to those suffering from hun-
ger, especially children, when we think of how much 
food is wasted every day in many parts of the world 
immersed in what I have often termed ‘the throwaway 
culture’. 
Unfortunately, what is thrown away is not only food 
and dispensable objects, but often human beings 
themselves, who are discarded as “unnecessary”. For 
example, it is frightful even to think there are children, 
victims of abortion, who will never see the light of day; 
children being used as soldiers, abused and killed in 
armed conflicts; and children being bought and sold in 
that terrible form of modern slavery which is human 
trafficking, which is a crime against humanity.  

Pope Francis (1/13/14) 
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F R O M  F A R M  T O  F O R K  

From Farm to Fork, Sustainable Strategies for Food 
Waste Management. 
Presenter: Dr. Callie Babbitt, Associate Professor of 
Sustainability, Rochester Institute of Technology 
Thursday, March 29tH, 7pm - 8pm 
University of Rochester, 480 Intercampus Drive, 
Room 101, Rochester, NY 14620 
Free 
RSVP: http://ny.mothersoutfront.org/
spring_2018_presentation 
 

Refreshments provided 
Event Sponsors: National Science Foundation, 
Mothers Out Front, University of Rochester Center for 
Energy and Environment, University of Rochester.  
 

R A I S E  T H E  A G E  

From RocACTS and the Children’s Agenda: 
 

Your efforts paid off last year! Rochester ACTS mem-
bers went to Albany, sent emails, held press confer-
ences, collected petitions and spread the word. In 
2017, New York State leaders made the historic deci-
sion to "Raise the Age", changing the outdated policy 
of treating 16- and 17-year-olds as adults in the crim-
inal justice system.   
In 2018 this change will become reality.  Research 
and other states' experiences tell us that as a result, 
communities will be safer and youth will have the op-
portunity and support needed to turn their lives 
around.  Raising the age will require new investments 
in preventive services, alternatives to detention, pro-
bation, and age-appropriate facilities for youth.  
New York State must follow through on its commit-
ment to reimburse Counties and New York City for 
new expenses related to this change. 
State legislators will vote on the budget in 2 
weeks.  Go to https://thechildrensagenda.salsalabs.org/

raisetheagenysbudget/index.html?
eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=6f41b9d4-889e-4d8b-b218

-d46569b394a3 to urge them to pass a state budget 
that provides the resources needed for Raise the 
Age, and the thousands of youth impacted by it, to 
be successful. 
 

L E A R N  A R A B I C  

Free Levantine Arabic Conversation Practice for all 
levels, including beginners! Native speakers welcome! 
 

Why Arabic? 
Arabic is the 5th most common language and is spo-
ken throughout North Africa and the Middle East, in-
cluding some of the world's conflict zones. Arabic is 
the liturgical language of Islam 
 
Why Levantine Dialect? 

The Levantine dialect is spoken in Syria, Jordan, Leba-
non, and Palestine and a handful of Syrian families live 
in greater Rochester, with more to come once the bor-
ders are reopened. 
 

Learning a language is a great way to keep your mind 
active, make friends, have fun, and reach out to our 
neighbors.  
 

Wednesdays, March 21 and 28, 1-2 pm, 
Greece Baptist Church, 1230 Long Pond Road 
Rochester, NY 14626 
 

Please come around to the back of the church building 
and ring the buzzer at the first set of double doors 
there. If you get lost, call or text Cheryl at 730-1719. 
For more information call Brandon at 225-6160 or 
email Cheryl at cherylmfrank@yahoo.com 
 

M A R C H  F O R  O U R  L I V E S  

High school students throughout the U.S. are organiz-

ing to demand that the lives of every student and eve-

ry American become a priority. You can join them in 

Washington DC, or locally in Rochester or Canan-

daigua.For more information or to RSVP for any of the 

events, go to https://www.bing.com/search?

q=march+for+our+lives&src=IE-

TopResult&FORM=IETR02&conversationid 

 

March for Our Lives, March 24 
Washington DC 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, between 3rd NW and 12th  
 

Rochester, NY 
Washington Square Park 
 
Canandaigua, NY 
FLCC main campus 
 

D R A W D O W N  C O U R S E  

Learn about the Pachamama Alliance Drawdown 
Course during an introductory program at the Church 
of the Assumption on March 21 at 7:00 pm in the Liv-
ing Room. Or take the 4 session course at the Mercy 
PrayerCenter, 65 Highland Ave. 
 

4 Sessions: Mondays, 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
 April 2, 9, 16 & May 7 
 

No charge, but donations gratefully accepted. 
To register, contact Sue Staropoli –– 
suestar1@rochester.rr.com, 
585-586-4007 (H), 585-734-2816 (C);  
Or Mercy Spirituality Center –– in-
fo@mercyspiritualitycenter.org, 
585-473-6893 
For a preview of what this course will involve see ti-
nyurl.com/PAdrawdown. 

http://ny.mothersoutfront.org/spring_2018_presentation
http://ny.mothersoutfront.org/spring_2018_presentation
https://thechildrensagenda.salsalabs.org/raisetheagenysbudget/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=6f41b9d4-889e-4d8b-b218-d46569b394a3
https://thechildrensagenda.salsalabs.org/raisetheagenysbudget/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=6f41b9d4-889e-4d8b-b218-d46569b394a3
https://thechildrensagenda.salsalabs.org/raisetheagenysbudget/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=6f41b9d4-889e-4d8b-b218-d46569b394a3
https://thechildrensagenda.salsalabs.org/raisetheagenysbudget/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=6f41b9d4-889e-4d8b-b218-d46569b394a3
mailto:cherylmfrank@yahoo.com
https://www.bing.com/search?q=march+for+our+lives&src=IE-TopResult&FORM=IETR02&conversationid
https://www.bing.com/search?q=march+for+our+lives&src=IE-TopResult&FORM=IETR02&conversationid
https://www.bing.com/search?q=march+for+our+lives&src=IE-TopResult&FORM=IETR02&conversationid
mailto:suestar1@rochester.rr.com
mailto:info@mercyspiritualitycenter.org
mailto:info@mercyspiritualitycenter.org
http://tinyurl.com/PAdrawdown
http://tinyurl.com/PAdrawdown

