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G A U D E T E  E T  E X S U L T A T E   
“Rejoice and be Glad.” So begins Pope Francis latest 
Papal Exhortation, calling all of us to holiness and prom-
ising happiness in return. Pope Francis says his “modest 
goal is to repropose the call to holiness in a practical 
way for our own time, with all its risks, challenges and 
opportunities.”  
 
It’s a beautiful, hopeful document that reminds us that 
the blueprint for holiness is already laid out for us in 
Scripture, especially in the very simple Great Command-
ment to love God and neighbor, in the Beatitudes and in 
the parable that follows the beatitudes in the Gospel of 
Matthew, that describes holiness as those who find the 
face of God in their neighbors who struggle the most. 
 
Although spending quiet time with God opens us up to 
holiness, Pope Francis reminds us that most of us are 
not called to be contemplatives, but need to find our 
path to holiness in the ordinariness of our lives. “I like 
to contemplate the holiness present in the patience of 
God’s people: in those parents who raise their children 
with immense love, in those men and women who work 
hard to support their families, in the sick, in elderly reli-
gious who never lose their smile. In their daily persever-
ance I see the holiness of the Church militant. Very of-
ten it is a holiness found in our next-door neighbours, 
those who, living in our midst, reflect God’s presence. 
We might call them “the middle class of holiness”.[7] 
 
“We are all called to be holy by living our lives with love 
and by bearing witness in everything we do, wherever 
we find ourselves. Are you called to the consecrated 
life? Be holy by living out your commitment with joy. 
Are you married? Be holy by loving and caring for your 
husband or wife, as Christ does for the Church. Do you 
work for a living? Be holy by labouring with integrity 
and skill in the service of your brothers and sisters. Are 
you a parent or grandparent? Be holy by patiently 
teaching the little ones how to follow Jesus. Are you in 
a position of authority? Be holy by working for the com-
mon good and renouncing personal gain.”[14] 
 
Read more at http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/
en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-
francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-
exsultate.html 
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F A R M  B I L L  

The Farm Bill determines such urgent policies as food 
stamps and international food aid policy. It’s very im-
portant that we understand it and advocate for just 
food policies. CCUSA, the USCCB, the Society of St. Vin-
cent De Paul, CRS and Catholic Rural Life called on Con-
gress to adopt the following domestic nutrition program 
priorities: 
1. Oppose efforts to weaken efficiency or access to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
2. Strengthen SNAP by improving outreach and stream-
lining enrollment 
3. Include case management in education and training 
programs to improve access to living wage jobs 
4. Authorize $350 million for The Emergency Food As-
sistance Program (TEFAP) 
5. Reauthorize the Commodity Supplemental Food Pro-
gram 
 You can read the full comments here.  http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-
dignity/agriculture-nutrition-rural-issues/farm-bill.cfm 

G R E E N  C O R N E R  
This Earth Day, GreenFaith is inviting people from 
around the world to make three deep and sustainable 
commitments to protect the planet. 
 
Significantly lessen your home energy use. Simple 
changes, like turning off overhead lights when you 
leave a room, to more complex commitments, like pur-
chasing and installing energy efficient bulbs and appli-
ances, can add up to significant energy reduction. 
 
Dramatically reduce your meat consumption. The live-
stock sector generates as much greenhouse gas emis-
sions as all cars, trucks, and automobiles combined. 
Thoughtfully reducing the consumption of meat can 
cause a positive chain reaction up the ladder of pro-
duction. 
 
Conscientiously minimize your car and air travel. If you 
drive, consider alternate forms of travel like mass 
transit or bicycling. If you fly, do the same. If you 
must do one or both consider making “carbon offsets” 
in other parts of your life. Perhaps at home or at the 
dinner table? 
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E V E N T S  
Even if the weather is failing to act like spring, the 
events calendar says it has to be spring—there are so 
many interesting and important events happening 
that I hope you can find time for at least one or two. 
 

P O O R  P E O P L E ’ S  C A M P A I G N  
The Poor People’s Campaign was developed as part 
of Rev. Martin vision of justice for all people, where 
working would result in dignified wages. 50 years lat-
er, the Poor People’s Campaign has been resurrected 
and you can learn more at two upcoming local 
events.  
 

1.Learn about the Poor People’s Campaign from Rev. 
Emily McNeil, Executive Director of Labor Religion 
Coalition and co-chair of the N.Y. State Poor People’s 
Campaign followed by a Panel Discussion and com-
ments from the floor. Sunday, May 6, 2018 from 3:00 
to 5 PM at the Jewish Community Center, 1200 Edge-
wood Ave., Rochester, NY 14618. 
 

2. The Rochester New Poor People's Campaign invites 
all people who have been impacted by poverty, dis-
crimination, or related injustices, as well as, direct 
providers, advocates, faith and religious leaders, and 
experts to this community gathering.  
 

The truth commission will share stories that expose 
the reality of ongoing injustices in our local communi-
ties, to develop stronger relationships among us, and 
build commitment to solidarity. We join the national 
campaign as it mobilizes communities to prepare for 
40 days of action.  
 

Thursday, April 19th 5:30pm, Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, 1549 Dewey Ave, Rochester, NY 14615 
 

R A I H N  C A R  C I T Y  C A R N I V A L  

Saturday, April 28th – Sunday, April 29th, 2018 
5:00 pm – 7:30 am, St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 43 
Gebhardt Road, Penfield  
Email caijulste@rochester.rr.com or call 585-506-
9050 for more info.  
 

E A R T H  D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N  

ROCitizen has joined with 30+ neighborhood associa-
tions, environmental, and community groups to co-
sponsor a huge Earth Day Celebration on Parcel 5.  
April 22, 3:00—5:00 pm. There will be music, games, 
food, and fun for the whole family.  
 
The event will focus on the responsible and sustaina-
ble use of land. Locals groups will be advocating for 
policies that promote the long-term health and stabil-
ity of our communities. 

F R E E  B U S  T O  A L B A N Y  

March & Rally: Cuomo Walk the Talk on Climate - 
Monday, April 23rd (All Day) 
New Yorkers from across the state will be assembling 
in Albany to demand real action on climate change, 
calling on Governor Cuomo to commit to 100% renew-
able energy by 2050 and a carbon fee on corporate 
polluters. NY Renews, a coalition of over 140 state or-
ganizations (including ROCitizen), is sponsoring a free 
bus out of Rochester, leaving from the park and ride 
by St. John Fisher College around 7:15 am and return 
to Rochester by 8 pm. To reserve your seat for this 
epic day of action, go to https://www.facebook.com/
events/310284546148736/ 
 

R O C W O R T H Y  E A R T H  F E S T  
Celebrate local culture, clean energy, and sustainability 
with a street festival in the South Wedge. Dozens of 
vendors and organizations will be on hand (look for 
ROCitizen's table), along with food trucks, electric ve-
hicles, and a mobile petting zoo. April 28, 11:00 a.m. 
South Ave. between Averill and Hamilton 
 

C O A L I T I O N  B U I L D I N G  

NCBI Rochester invites you join in TEAMING: Releas-
ing the Transforming Power of Coalition Building.  The 
workshop will be Wednesday, May 9, from 9 AM – 12 
PM.  Learn more at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdwltnlBJhHFyYJzI5uX5H5fqcIktzUXolCiAN4
E6DLVBbkDw/viewform 
 

T O L T O N :  F R O M  S L A V E  T O  P R I E S T  
This powerful live production performed by actor Jim 
Coleman and directed by Leonardo Defilippis of Saint 
Luke Productions, will be presented at Aquinas Insti-
tute of Rochester on Monday, May 21 at 7:00pm. 
Meet Fr. Augustus Tolton, the first African American 
priest, in this one-man multimedia performance. From 
his dramatic escape from slavery to his courageous 
struggle in the face of prejudice, Fr. Tolton’s inspiring 
life centers around his message reconciliation and 
hope. This riveting drama is filled with all the elements 
of professional theater, runs 75 minutes, and is suita-
ble for ages 10 and up. 

Admission: $10. Additional information at 
www.tolton.eventbrite.com or contact Lynette Saenz 
at 328-3210 ext. 1318.  
 

W O M E N  A S  P E A C E M A K E R S  

"Women as Peacemakers: Yesterday & Today" Women 
of the Well presentation at Our Lady of Lourdes. 
Wednesday, May 9, 7pm.  Free-will offering.  All men, 
women & youth welcome to this timely event, reflect-
ing on our times.  
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