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R E C O M M I T  O N  E A R T H  D A Y  
We only have one home, our planet, Earth. This week-
end is the perfect time for all of us to recommit to car-
ing for the spectacular gift God gave us. There are 
many opportunities to join a group that is celebrating or 
working to clean up.  
 

The theme for Earth Day 2018 is End Plastic Pollu-
tion. The Earth Day Network encourages us to take in-
ventory of the plastics we use and pledge to reduce the 
amount. Visit www.earthday.org to find terrific re-
sources and ways individuals, organizations and educa-
tors can act to reduce plastic pollution. Learn how to 
expand the 3 Rs into 5: reduce, refuse, reuse, recycle 
and remove. 
 

Reduce: Choose products with less or no plastic packag-
ing. Refuse: Decline plastic straws, utensils and cups. 
Reuse: remember to take reusable bags when you go 
shopping and carry your own reusable water bottle. Use 
pouches or containers to carry or store food. Recycle: 
Know and follow the rules for recycling in your area. For 
Monroe County go to www2.monroecounty.gov/des-
residentialrecycling.php Remove: participate in local wa-
terway cleanups and carry a bag to do your own clean-
ups when you’re out walking. 

 

E A R T H  D A Y F I L M  
One Take Film Festival, UNFRACTURED ,Sunday, April 
22, 2018, 6:30 PM at the Little Theatre 1 on East Ave. 
A hopeful documentary about fighting with your whole 
heart. Learn more at https://www.unfractured.com/  

 

I N S ID E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

  E A R T H  D A Y  

  S U P P O R T  L I F E  

  P R A Y E R  

  B O R D E R S  

  F A I R  T R A D E  

  E V E N T S  

 

S A LT  &  L I G H T  
Contact: Ruth Marchetti, rmarchetti@dor.org, 585-546-7220 ext. 7099 

L A S T  C H A N C E  F O R  C O N F E R E N C E   
Don’t miss this year’s social ministry conference, Thurs-
day, April 26, 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m., at Notre Dame 
Retreat Center. We need to get our lunch counts in, so 
if you’re not registered or aren’t sure if you registered, 
please let us know ASAP: rmarchetti@cfcrochester.org 
or mmich@cfcrochester.org. 
O P P O S E  A S S I S T E D  S U I C I D E  

Any plans for Monday? Here’s a last-minute opportunity 
from the Life Issues Office: 
Join the bus trip to Albany to oppose Assisted Suicide 
on Monday, April 23.  Here’s an immediate opportunity 
to be an advocate for Life! Ride to Albany to be present 
at a public hearing on “medical aid in dying” (aka physi-
cian assisted suicide). Our presence is being organized 
by the NY Catholic Conference Pro-life Office. Purple T-
shirt included. Free will offering for bus (seat value 
$50). We are gathering at the Park n Ride at Thruway 
Exit 44 Canandaigua (close to 490) at 6:30 AM. Return 
about 9:00 PM. To register or get more info, text or call 
Suzanne Stack, Life Issues Coordinator, with your 
name, email, and cell phone number to 607-378-7539.  
 

P R O T E C T  U N B O R N  I M M I G R A N T S  
America Magazine has a thoughtful article about the 
Trump administration’s decision to detain pregnant un-
documented women and the risk that poses to their 
unborn babies. Go to  https://
www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2018/04/13/
miscarriages-are-happening-ice-custody-will-pro-life-
movement-respond 

“Our defence of the innocent unborn… needs to be 
clear, firm and passionate, for at stake is the dignity of 
a human life, which is always sacred and demands 
love for each person, regardless of his or her stage of 
development. Equally sacred, however, are the lives of 
the poor, those already born, the destitute, the aban-
doned and the underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm 
and elderly exposed to covert euthanasia, the victims 
of human trafficking, new forms of slavery, and every 
form of rejection.[84] We cannot uphold an ideal of 
holiness that would ignore injustice in a world where 
some revel, spend with abandon and live only for the 
latest consumer goods, even as others look on from 
afar, living their entire lives in abject poverty.” (101) 

Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exultate 
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E A R T H  D A Y  P R A Y E R  

From Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns: 
 
We hold the Earth.  
We hold brothers and sisters who suffer from storms 
and droughts intensified by climate change.  
We hold all species that suffer.  
We hold world leaders delegated to make decisions 
for life.  
We pray that the web of life may be mended through 
courageous actions to limit carbon emissions.  
We pray for right actions for adaptation and mitiga-
tion to help our already suffering earth community.  
We pray that love and wisdom might inspire my ac-
tions and our actions as communities. . .  
So that we may, with integrity, look into the eyes of 
brothers and sisters and all beings and truthfully say, 
we are doing our part to care for each other and the 
future of the children.  
May love transform us and our world with new steps 
toward life.  
Amen. 
 

B O R D E R  W A R S  
From the USCCB: 
The U.S. Catholic Bishops of the southern border is-
sued a statement on April 6, 2018, regarding their 
deep concern over the Administration’s decision to 
deploy the National Guard at the U.S./Mexico border. 
Bishop Joe Vásquez, Chairman of the USCCB Commit-
tee on Migration, today issued the following state-
ment in support of the Southern Border Bishops and 
in response to the Administration’s recent actions: 
 

“On behalf of the USCCB Committee on Migration, I 
fully affirm the concerns voiced by the U.S. Bishops 
of the southern border regarding the presence of the 
National Guard at the U.S./Mexico border. Current 
law entitles those fleeing persecution and arriving in 
our country to due-process as their claims are re-
viewed. As the border bishops state: ‘Seeking refuge 
from persecution and violence in search of a peaceful 
life for oneself and one’s family is not a crime.’ Our 
faith calls us to respond with compassion to those 
who suffer and seek safe haven; we ask our govern-
ment to do the same as it seeks to safely and hu-
manely secure the border.” 
 

 

H O S T  A  S P R I N G  S A L E  

Support dignified work and educate your parish by 
hosting a CRS Ethical Trade sale. Spring and summer 
are great times for shopping. Learn more at  
https://ethicaltrade.crs.org/host-an-event/
consignment-sale/ 

E V E N T S  
Introduction to Project Drawdown  
It’s not too late to reverse global warming!  
 
Learn –– the 80 best, currently-existing solutions to 
climate change. 
Reflect –– on the solutions that call to us the most. 
 
Share –– working together, we can start moving now!
Mercy Spirituality Center, 65 Highland Ave. 
Thursday April 19, 2018   6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Register at  https://connect.pachamama.org/node/904  
And mark your calendars! 
Full 4-session Pachamama Alliance Drawdown Course 
Mercy Spirituality Center 
Mondays, 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
April 23, 30, May 7 & June 4 
Register at: https://connect.pachamama.org/node/905 
For more information contact Sue Staropoli –– 
suestar1@rochester.rr.com, 
585-586-4007 (H), 585-734-2816 (C) 
 
Curb Your Car Week 
From Color Brighton Green: 
 
*Leave your car at home for at least one trip during 
the week of May 13-19, 2018.  
*Walk, ride your bike, carpool, take the bus, telecom-
mute, combine trips, or just stay home. It can be to 
work, to school, to piano lessons, the grocery store, or 
anywhere.  
*At the end of the week, we'll add up how many 
miles/ gallons of gas/ pounds of CO2 we saved alto-
gether. All by e-mail! 
*Register for free at ColorBrightonGreen.org. 
Below is a worksheet to get you started. You will be 
asked to submit your results online at ColorBrighton-
Green.org between May 20-29, to be included in the 
total! 
Be sure to put your school or employer, so we can add 
up how many miles you saved altogether! 
 
Employer or school: ___________________________ 
My vehicle's mpg ______ 
From Sunday, May 13 through Saturday, May 29, we 
saved driving miles by: 
Bicycling _______ miles  
Combining Trips ______ miles 
Bus _______ miles  
Carpooling _______miles 
Walking ________ miles  
Staying home ________miles 
Telecommuting ______ miles  
Other _________miles 
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