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O P I O I D  T R A G E D Y  

For those of us who still read a newspaper, the obituar-
ies have changed from a chronicle of life passages with 
an occasional tragic ending to a regular listing of sud-
den deaths as the opioid crisis engulfs our communities 
and steals our young. The deaths occur constantly in 
Rochester and the suburbs; no community is immune.  
 

In the Diocese of Greensburg, Pennsylvania, Bishop  
Edward C. Malesic was so disturbed by the opioid 
deaths in the Appalachian cities, towns and rural areas 
that make up his diocese, that he wrote a Pastoral Let-
ter encouraging parishes to get engaged in the crisis. 
 

“I write this pastoral letter to call the priests, deacons, 
consecrated men and women religious, and all people 
of faith within the Diocese of Greensburg to take action 
against the scourge of opioid addiction. With Jesus, who 
promises to remain with us, we can reach out in His 
name to help those who are hurting. We can let them 
know that they are not alone. We can remind them that 
they are loved. We can offer to walk with them side by 
side on the path to recovery. We can help them over-
come the isolation and shame they may feel.” 
 

Bishop Milesic encouraged the people of his diocese to 
focus on prayer and education to support people with 
addictions and their families and to reduce the number 
of new addictions: 
 

“Studies have shown that a personal relationship with 
God has greatly reduced the return to using drugs after 
the user has gotten clean. So join me now in telling 
those in distress that we are praying for them. Then go 
the extra step and invite them to come and join us in 
prayer for their needs and for the ongoing support for 
their souls. And do not be afraid to pray with them right 
on the spot, if you feel called to do so. We know that 
our prayers are heard and answered by God, who wants 
only what is good for us.” 
 

“I ask you to help me to get the word out about the re-
ality of opioid addiction and how each of us can help in 
the fight against it. Use every way possible.” 
 

We need to show every person who is addicted to opi-
oids that there is help and there is hope. We need to 
get the message out to every corner of our Diocese that 
those with an opioid addiction need not fear coming 
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forward and seeking help; they need to know thatwe 
will not judge them, that we will not condemn them and 
that, above all, we care for them. We need to let every 
parent, child, sibling, friend or coworker struggling with 
the effects of dealing with an addicted person know 
that they are not alone. We need them to hear loud 
and clear that the family of the Church is here to walk 
with them and support them.  
 

Speaking words of comfort to families who have lost 
loved ones, Bishop Milesic goes on, “I also want you to 
know that your loved one died of a serious anddeadly 
disease called addiction. Drugs take away freedom, so 
the death of your loved one was not a free choice. 
Knowing that the Lord is especially close to those who 
are sick and infirm, I can say with certainty that the 
Lord was close to your loved one throughout his or 
her time of distress. May the Lord continue to hold your 
beloved one in the palm of his hand.” 
  

Bishop Milesic’s suggstions for parishes: 
• Parishes are encouraged to work with existing neigh-
borhood, nonprofit, and government organizations to 
promote safe communities and neighborhoods to be 
free from drugs.  
• Parish Pastoral Councils and other parish leaders are 
encouraged to read, ponder and implement this pasto-
ral letter according to their local circumstances. 
• Priests and Deacons are invited to continue to offer 
spiritual support and, when appropriate, to speak about 
the drug abuse issue in homilies and during other 
formational opportunities. 
• Parishes or regions of parishes are asked to consider 
developing support groups to help those addicted to 
opioids and their families to develop a deeper relation-
ship with Jesus to give them strength. 
• Parishes are asked to maintain a list of treatment cen-
ters and their phone numbers for referral purposes 
when the need arises.  
• Parishes are requested to find ways to educate and 
form the members of their parish and community to 
combat the opioid addiction epidemic in our homes and 
families. 
• Parishes should consider holding ongoing opportuni-
ties for prayer and healing related to the addiction cri-
sis, especially by interceding at Mass for the recovery of 
addicted people and the healing of their loved ones 



O P I O D  C R I S I S  I N  R O C H E S T E R  

The Diocese of Rochester also recognizes the need 
for parish engagement in combatting the opioid crisis. 
Catholic Charities agencies, including Catholic Family 
Center, have been on the front lines of the addiction 
battle. If you or a loved one needs addiction services, 
go to https://www.cfcrochester.org/our-services/
elevating-rochester/drug-prevention-and-services-
supporting-the-whole-person/ for preventive service,  
https://www.cfcrochester.org/our-services/elevating-
rochester/outpatient-drug-and-behavioral-health-
treatment/ for outpatient services, https://
www.cfcrochester.org/our-services/elevating-
rochester/residential-residences/ for residential ser-
vices or call CFC at 546-7220. 
 

The Diocesan Public Policy Committee made the opi-
oid crisis one of its education priorities this year and 
Catholic Family Center is actively engaged in helping 
parishes bring this education outreach to the commu-
nity, most recently working with Our Lady of 
Lourdes/St. Anne’s and St. Joseph’s in Penfield to do 
presentations. Public policy resources are posted at 
http://www.dor.org/index.cfm/catholic-charities/
public-policy/opioid-crisis/. 
 

Please contact Marv or Ruth if your parish would like 
to do a presentation.  
 

R E S O U R C E S  F R O M  T H E  D I O C E S E  
O F  G R E E N S B U R G  

Bishop Milesic’s letter: https://

www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/about/Documents/Bishop%
20Malesic%20Media/Pastoral%20Letter%20on%20Drug%

20Abuse%2017june28.pdf#search=opioid%20letter 

 
Middle School and High School lesson plans: 
https://www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/evangelization/
Documents/MS%20and%20HS%20addiction%
20lesson%20plans.pdf#search=opioid 
 
Elementary lesson plans: 
https://www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/evangelization/
Documents/Opiod%20Lesson%
20plans.pdf#search=opioid 
 

P O L I C E  C O M M U N I T Y  R E L A T I O N S  

Police Community Relations Summit for Greater 
Rochester region, June 16, 9am-3pm, 1st Church of 
God, 334 Clarissa St.  Attendance, including lunch, is 
free. Registration is helpful for food planning purpos-
es, but not required. Call 585-454-0077 to register. 
More information at https://www.facebook.com/
events/182338292425672/ 
 

I C E  C R E A M  S O C I A L  

“What Does Being an American Mean to You”? 
In these divided times, the greater Rochester communi-
ty is invited to come together over a dish of good local 
ice cream and share our perspectives on what being an 
American means to us, what’s hard for us about being 
Americans, and how our perspectives on this have 
changed. This will help us see the people behind their 
positions, expand our own understanding of what it 
means to be an American, and deepen our collective 
appreciation of what it means to be an American in 
these times.  The event is 2:00-4:00 p.m. Sunday, July 
1, on the front lawn of Asbury United Methodist Church 
(weather permitting), or inside 1010 East Ave. (next 
door to the church) if rainy. The event is free, 
but  RSVP by Monday, June 25. Enroll at https://
connect.pachamama.org/node/1084 or e-mail padmeliv-
ingstone@gmail.com.  This community event is spon-
sored by Rochester Pachamama Alliance’s Seeds of 
Hope. 
 

F A M I L Y  S E P A R A T I O N  

The USCCB’s Justice for Immigrants program has an 
excellent backgrounder on the devastating policy of 
separating immigrant families. Go to https://
justiceforimmigrants.org/2016site/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/Families-at-the-Border.pdf. What’s the 
story on the “missing children”? Go to https://
justiceforimmigrants.org/2016site/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/Who-are-the-missing-1475-
children.pdf 
 
The National Catholic Reporter has developed a special 
online section for reporting on : https://
www.ncronline.org/feature-series/families-separated-at-
the-border/stories?
utm_source=JUNE_13_FAMILIES+SEPERATED&utm_ca
mpaign=cc&utm_medium=email 

Words for the Close of our Year of the Eucharist 
“We, who receive from Jesus our own room and 
board, are here to prepare a place and a meal for 
these, our brothers and sisters in need. Jesus became 
bread broken for our sake; in turn, he asks us to give 
ourselves to others, to live no longer for ourselves but 
for one another. In this way, we live “eucharistically,” 
pouring out upon the world the love we draw from the 
Lord’s flesh. The Eucharist is translated into life when 
we pass beyond ourselves to those all around us.” 

 
- Pope Francis, Homily, The Solemnity Of The Most 

Holy Body and Blood Of Christ 
June 3, 2018   
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