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P R O T E C T I N G  C H I L D R E N  

Vietnamese families fleeing in flimsy boats, starving 
Irish families booking passage on disease-ridden ships, 
Cubans crossing the Gulf of Mexico on gerry-rigged 
rafts, Honduran or Salvadoran families fleeing gang vio-
lence and poverty making the dangerous passage 
across Mexico to the U.S  - all making a dangerous jour-
ney knowing that death was possible and perhaps likely 
for some family members. How did we come to demon-
ize families who make dangerous choices to save their 
families from even more dangerous situations? 

Please consider using this prayer of petition, beautifully 
written by Nancy Veronesi at St. Joseph’s parish: 

For those in authority to become champions of the 
weak, poor and vulnerable – especially the stranger, the 
migrant and the refugee.  That our leaders find humane 
solutions to assist those in need and discontinue the 
practice of separating children from their families at the 
United States border. 
 
What does the Catholic Church have to say? 

“Forcibly separating children from their mothers and 
fathers is ineffective to the goals of deterrence and 
safety and contrary to our Catholic values. Family unity 
is a cornerstone of our American immigration system 
and a foundational element of Catholic teaching. 
‘Children are a gift from the Lord, the fruit of the womb, 
a reward.’ (Psalm 127:3) Children are not instruments 
of deterrence but a blessing from God.” 

Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez, Bishop of Austin and 
Chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ (USCCB) Committee on Migration 

“I join Bishop Joe Vásquez, Chairman of USCCB’s Com-
mittee on Migration, in condemning the continued use 
of family separation at the U.S./Mexico border as an 
implementation of the Administration’s zero tolerance 
policy.  Our government has the discretion in our laws 
to ensure that young children are not separated from 
their parents and exposed to irreparable harm and trau-
ma.  Families are the foundational element of our socie-
ty and they must be able to stay together. While pro-
tecting our borders is important, we can and must do 
better as a government, and as a society, to find other 
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ways to ensure that safety. Separating babies from their 
mothers is not the answer and is immoral.” 

Daniel Cardinal DiNardo Archbishop Galveston-Houston 
and President of the United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops 

Prayer for Migrant Families Separated at the Bor-
der 
“I am truly your merciful 
Mother, yours and all the 
people who live united in 
this land and of all the 
other people of different 
ancestries, who love me,  
those who seek me, those 
who trust in me. Here I 
will hear their weeping, their complaints and heal all 
their sorrows, hardships and sufferings…. 
Know and understand, I do not lack servants and mes-
sengers to whom I can give the task of carrying out my 
words, who will carry out my will. But it is very necessary 
that you plead my cause and, with your help and 
through your mediation, that my will be fulfilled.” 
  
Words of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan Diego, 1531 
  
Lord God, in your eyes no one is a stranger, an outsider, 
an “illegal.” 
Protect all who come to our borders in search of a better 
future for their families. 
Touch the hearts of our leaders that families may be reu-
nited and justice may be tempered with mercy. 
Heal the pain of those who undergo separation and keep 
the children safe from all harm. 
Show us how to be generous and to make room for oth-
ers in this land, for we are all your sons and daughters. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

From St. James Cathedral, Seattle 

“Every threat to the family is a threat to society itself. 
The future of humanity, as Saint John Paul II 
often said, passes through the family (cf. Familiaris 
Consortio, 85). So protect your families! See in them 
your country’s greatest treasure and nourish them al-
ways by prayer and the grace of the sacraments.” 

-Pope Francis  



A D V O C A C Y  

Since much of the immigration legislative activity 
has been occurring in the House, residents of the 
late Louise Slaughter’s district continue to not 
have a voice in the conversation. The two bills 
currently being discussed in the House, the 
Goodlatte Bill. HR 4760 and the still unnamed 
“Compromise Bill”, both continue to threaten 
family unity and undermine protections for at risk 
children that were put in place under the Bush 
administration. They are not considered accepta-
ble by the USCCB’s Justice for Immigrants (JFI)
campaign. I encourage you to use Speaker Ryan 
and Senators Gillibrand and Schumer’s email sys-
tems to speak out strongly against continued 
separation of children from their parents.  You 
could copy and paste this letter from JFI or use 
your own words: 
 
Dear Senator/Representative, 
Children are vulnerable and should not be sepa-
rated from their parents. The family is a founda-
tional element of Catholic teaching and family 
unity is a cornerstone of our American immigra-
tion system. 
 
Separating parents from their children will not 
deter families from seeking safety and security in 
the U.S. Such a policy will not cure the pervasive 
root causes of migration existing in the violent 
areas of Central America. Furthermore, a policy 
of separating families at the border will be ex-
tremely costly to the U.S. taxpayer, costing hun-
dreds of dollars/night per family. 
 
As a Catholic, I urge you to recognize the im-
portance of family unity and use your oversight 
capabilities to: 
(1) Tell DHS Not to Separate Families 
(2) Prevent DHS from Receiving Funding for This 
Harmful and Costly Practice  
(3) Propose More Humane Solutions, Such As 
Alternatives to Detention. 
Thank you 
 
Speaker Ryan: www.speaker.gov/contact 

Sen. Gillibrand: www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/
email-me 
 
Sen. Schumer: www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/
email-chuck 
 
R E S O U R C E S  
Justice for Immigrants has a 2-page backgrounder 
on the family separation issue: 
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/2016site/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/Families-at-the-Border.pdf 

 
For more information about the two House immi-
gration bills: https://justiceforimmigrants.org/
uncategorized/daca-legislation-webinar/ 
 
Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley: https://
www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/Donations.aspx 
 
Catholic Charities USA: https://
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/stop-family-
separation/ 
 
Annunciation House: https://
annunciationhouse.org/ 
 
W O R L D  R E F U G E E  D A Y  
Celebrate World Refugee Day in Rochester. Begin the 
day with a multi-cultural parade from 12:00 pm – 1:00 
pm at Liberty pole of Rochester to 30 Church Street, 
Rochester NY 14614. Afternoon festivities will begin 
at  2:00 p.m- 6:00 p.m and will include speakers from 
different backgrounds, government officials, Local Or-
ganizations, refugee community leaders, cultural perfor-
mances and food sampling at Lake Avenue Baptist 
church, 72 Ambrose Street, Rochester NY 14608 
 
Learn more at https://www.facebook.com/
events/293124737850555/

 
“Migrants are persons, with their own names, stories 
and families. There can never be true peace as long as 
a single human being is violated in his or her personal 
identity and reduced to a mere statistic or an object of 
economic calculation.” 

Pope Francis, 1/9/17  
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