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S H A R I N G  U R B A N  M I N I S T R Y  
 Pastors come and go in parishes, leaving large and 
small marks on the communities they serve, but the 
heart of the parish is the people who live, worship and 
celebrate life’s passages with their community of believ-
ers. Somehow, even with staff and congregation chang-
es, parishes take on a personality that outlives the indi-
viduals who help shape it. At their best, parishes are 
integrally engaged within their geographical area; a 
Christ-light, a rock for all who live their. Nowhere is that 
more obvious than in our urban parishes. Though each 
has it’s own personality and approach to community 
outreach, all are deeply engaged in doing God’s work. 
 
The gift of urban parishes’ rootedness in the very life of 
the city, may be a blessing to suburban ministry when it 
provides an opportunity for true encounter.  In Pope 
Francis’ words, “Go out to encounter God who lives in 
the city and in the poor. Go out to meet, to listen, to 
bless, to walk with the people. And facilitate the en-
counter with the Lord.”  (11/27/14, Cities) 
 

P A R I S H  S P O T L I G H T  
T H E  C A T H E D R A L  C O M M U N I T Y   
Sacred Heart Cathedral is the spiritual center of our dio-
cese, gathering the faithful for confirmations, ordina-
tions and the holy days of the Church. But it’s also a 
parish, the Cathedral Community, one that under the 
longtime leadership of Fr. Kevin McKenna, is very much 
involved in the Maplewood/Edgerton neighborhoods and 
beyond. Filled with stately houses, apartment buildings 
and economically struggling housing blocks, Maplewood 
is a diverse community that has become home to many 
refugee families.  Ministry leaders at the Cathedral 
Community keep their eyes open to the needs of the 
community and reach out in support and friendship.  
 
One outreach effort arose when parishioner Kathy    
LaBue noticed Burmese refugees walking in flip-flops in 
the winter. An initial offering of warm clothes and boots 
grew into the Mary’s Place, a nonprofit refugee resource 
center located in the former Holy Rosary Church. Since 
that time, Social Ministry Coordinator/Pastoral Minister, 
Marcus Ebenhoe, has continued this ministry of engage-
ment by establishing a variety of ministries of encounter 
designed to meet the needs of the neighborhood. All-
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Star Scholars serves children in the neighborhood who 
come after school for homework help and fun activities. 
Joseph’s Place, Joseph’s Attic and Joseph’s Garden and 
Cathedral Community dinners are ministries that provide 
emergency food, furniture and fresh vegetables to neigh-
bors in need. Even more than meeting material needs, 
these outreach ministries provide opportunities for neigh-
bors to engage with one another. The community din-
ners are open to all in an effort to not only feed people’s 
physical hunger, but their social hunger as well. In order 
to make fresh fruits and vegetables more readily availa-
ble in the neighborhood, the parish works with Foodlink 
to provide a farm stand during the growing season. 
 
Recognizing the addiction crisis that plagues our city and 
suburbs, the Cathedral Community provides space for 
both Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous to 
meet. Pope Francis would approve. “Go out to encounter 
God who lives in the city and in the poor. Go out to 
meet, to listen, to bless, to walk with the people. And 
facilitate the encounter with the Lord.”  11/27/14 

I M M I G R A T I O N  P A N E L  

Don’t miss the upcoming educational panel on immigra-
tion—the flyer is coming soon, but here are the basics: 
Sharing The Journey: Responding to Immigrants with  
Knowledge and Compassion  
 
Thursday, August 9, 2018 
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm  
St. Bernard’s School of Theology and Ministry  
120 French Road, Rochester, NY 14618 

“I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty 
because it has been out on the streets, rather than a 
Church which is unhealthy from being confined and 
from clinging to its own security. . . More than by fear 
of going astray, my hope is that we will be moved by 
the fear of remaining shut up within structures which 
give us a false sense of security, within rules which 
make us harsh judges, within habits which make us feel 
safe, while at our door people are starving and Jesus 
does not tire of saying to us: “Give them something to 
eat” (Mk 6:37).  

-Pope Francis, 11/24/13, no. 49   



P O L I T I C S  A N D  L I F E  

The Consistent Life Network recently posted a 
thought-provoking blog on political manipulation of 
life issues. See http://consistent-life.org/blog/
index.php/2018/07/11/fake-social-conservatism/ 
  

I N T E R F A I T H  S T U D I E S  

The Hickey Center for Interfaith Studies is offering 
two summer week-long courses for high school stu-
dents and professionals. A limited number of scholar-
ships are available for deserving participants. Regis-
tration required. 
 
From the Hickey Center: 
 
The Next Generation - Global Citizenship Immersion: 
Building Skills and Knowledge for a Diverse World  
For high school students—a week-long summer work-
shop at Nazareth College to explore world religions 
and interfaith dialogue. 
Concentrating on a youth interfaith encounter ap-
proach, the program includes seminars, interactive 
workshop sessions, group discussions, site visits to 
local places of worship, and community service. For 
more questions on the program contact the coordina-
tor: Nora norabradbury@gmail.com or the Hickey 
Center at: interfaith@naz.edu 
When: August 13 -17, 2018 
Where: Golisano Academic Center at Nazareth Col-
lege, Room 233 
To register your students, fill out this form on  our 
website or call 585-389-2963 
 
Interfaith Immersion: Leadership Skills, Communica-
tion and Conflict Management with Spiritual Journeys 
to Places of Worship  
For adults—a week-long, non-credit certificate 
course, designed for professionals, business people, 
religious leaders, social workers, and all those who 
are engaged in dealing with the other. 
When: August 13-17, 2018 (All days included)  
Where: Nazareth College, Golisano Academic Center, 
Room 235 
Textbook: The Illustrated World's Religions: A Guide 
to Our Wisdom Traditions by Dr. Houston Smith. 
Available at Amazon.com and various local and inter-
net book retailers. 
Registration Fee: $179, which includes light suppers 
and visits to places of worship. 
For registration and additional information go to 
https://www2.naz.edu/interfaith/ 
Or call (585)-389-2963 
 

L I V I N G  S U S T A I N A B L Y  

Did you know that the use of palm oil, a versatile, 
healthy oil used in many food and other products, pre-
sents many challenges to the environment and to hu-
man lives? In addition to deforestation, harvesting palm 
oil threatens many species and is often linked with hu-
man rights abuses. Maryknoll has an informative article 
on the issue: https://maryknollogc.org/article/palm-oil-
growing-problem 

 
F O S S I L  F U E L  D I V E S T M E N T  
Ireland is about to become the first country to divest 
from fossil fuel companies, joining many individuals, 
churches, colleges and other institutions.  For those 
who are committed to sustainable living, earning profits 
from fossil fuel investments makes no sense. Learn 
more at https://maryknollogc.org/article/fossil-fuel-
divestment-ways-go-about-it 
 

P R A Y E R  F O R  T H E  J O U R N E Y  

Have mercy on me, God most high. 
In my fear and loneliness, be my refuge. 
Far from my homeland, I feel lost. 
My heart is stirred by thoughts of the family I left be-
hind. 
Oh God, hear their cries and come to their help! 
Calm the storms of anxiety and doubt raging within me. 
Go before me and guide my steps among a people 
I do not know. 
May their kindness and compassion assure me that 
You are there to welcome me. 
Amen. 
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