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4  A C T I O N S  T O  P R O M O T E  J U S T I C E  
A T  T H E  B O R D E R  
"Migrants are persons... They are the symbol of all those 

rejected by today's globalized society... The weakest 
and most vulnerable must be helped... This is a tremen-
dous responsibility, from which no one is exempt if we 
wish to fulfill the mission of salvation and liberation, in 

which the Lord himself has called us to cooperate."  
 

- Homily on July 8, 2019 by Pope Francis in a Mass com-
memorating the sixth anniversary of his visit to the is-
land of Lampedusa in honor of the thousands of mi-

grants who had lost their lives attempting to cross the 
Mediterranean, often in flimsy, overcrowded boats. 

 
Please see the list below from the USCCB Justice for Im-
migrants and take action in solidarity with people seek-
ing refuge, safety and security in the United States. 
 

1) Call and Take Action TODAY to Oppose Inhu-
mane Detention Conditions for Immigrants 
and Widespread Enforcement Actions.  

 

Recent reports have documented the inhumane and un-
sanitary conditions in which immigrants arriving to our 
southern border, including children and families, are be-
ing held in by the Department of Homeland Security. In 
addition to these unacceptable conditions, we have seen 
the Administration continue to pursue an enforcement-
only immigration approach. It has continued to separate 
families at the border and threaten widespread immigra-
tion enforcement actions, which strike fear into our par-
ishes and communities.  
 
The faith community has decried this treatment of chil-
dren and families not only as a violation of human digni-
ty and rights, but also as fundamentally contrary to reli-
gious teachings and the sacred call to love our neighbor 
and care for people who are the most at risk, especially 
children. Catholic social tradition teaches us that every 
person deserves equality and respect. It also teaches us 
that family is sacred-it is the cornerstone of our church 
and our community.  
 

For these reasons, USCCB's Committee on Migration has 
voiced its strong opposition to the conditions and 
planned actions, noting: "Recent reports of overcrowded 
and unsanitary conditions are appalling and unaccepta-
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ble for any person in U.S. custody, but particularly for 
children, who are uniquely vulnerable." And further that: 
"Enforcement actions like those anticipated this week by 
the Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency sepa-
rate families, cause the unacceptable suffering of thou-
sands of children and their parents, and create wide-
spread panic in our communities." 
 

Today, Catholic leaders are launching a campaign to end 
the inhumane treatment of immigrant and refugee chil-
dren and families at the border, in detention centers, and 
in communities across the country. Catholics are gather-
ing in Washington, DC to stand with immigrant communi-
ties threatened by our broken immigration system. The 
time to take a prophetic stand and say NO MORE is now.  
We ask you to Act NOW! Call the White House and 
let your voice join the chorus of Catholics who say 
no more to tearing families and communities apart 
and say yes to welcome and love.  

Call the White House Now! Call (202) 456-1111 
 

Call your Representative Now! 202-225-3121 
 

Call your Senator Now! 202-224-3121 
 

Suggested Script 

As a person of faith, I am calling today to strongly op-
pose the inadequate and unsanitary conditions in which 
immigrants, including children and families, are being 
held while in the custody of the Department of Homeland 
Security. I also oppose actions that unnecessarily sepa-
rate immigrant families at the border, as well as in com-
munities around the country through widespread en-
forcement actions. Family is sacred-it is the cornerstone 
of our church and our community and must be protected.  
Guided by our Catholic faith and our national values, we 
affirm the dignity of all people and our call to love our 
neighbors. Every person, every family deserves stability 
and security.  
 
We urge you to reconsider actions that threaten family 
unity and address these unacceptable holding and deten-
tion conditions. We can and must remain a country that 
provides refuge for children and families fleeing violence 
and persecution.      

(Actions 2-4 continued next page!) 



2) Volunteer or Give. 

Support asylum-seeking families who have fled their 
home countries and are arriving daily. Several Cath-
olic Charities agencies serve as reception and hospi-
tality centers along the U.S./Mexico Border and pro-
vide for the immediate needs of released families 
and assist them with making travel arrangements to 
their final destinations. Contact your local Catholic 
Charities affiliate to learn more about their material 
and volunteer needs.  
 
3) Foster an Unaccompanied Child. 

USCCB/MRS currently provides foster care to unac-
companied immigrant children. You can find a list of 
locations at www.usccb.org/fostercare. Those inter-
ested in becoming a foster parent would need to 
follow state and agency guidelines for training and 
licensing. If you live in one of the states we serve, 
and are interested in becoming a foster parent, con-
tact foster@usccb.org for more information. If there 
are no USCCB or LIRS programs in your area, please 
direct your inquiries to 
DCS_ProjectOfficers@acf.hhs.gov.  
 
4) Pray. 

Prayer opens our hearts 
to the Holy Spirit and 
strengthens us to carry 
out God's work with 
compassion, devotion, 
and love. You and others 
can use the USCCB Pray-
er for Migrant Families to 
ask God to protect and 
provide for our immi-
grant sisters and broth-
ers in Christ, or affirm 
your solidarity with them 
with the USCCB Prayer for Migrants and Refugees. 
 
 

Q U O T A T I O N  O F  T H E  W E E K  
John Eligon, New York Times columnist 
When ‘Black Lives Matter’ Is Invoked in the Abortion 
Debate 
New York Times, July 6, 2019 
  
        In many black communities, the abortion debate is 
inextricably tied to race in ways that white communities 
seldom confront. Social and economic disparities that 
are particularly challenging to African-Americans, from 
mass incarceration to maternal and infant mortality, are 
crucial parts of that discussion…. 
        Promoting policies that address some of the root 
causes of abortions by black women has become a fa-
vored approach for many black voters on both sides of 
the issue, and especially for those against abortion. 
From womb to tomb, they say, describing their concern 
for the full life span of black people. 
        “We can save a child in the 
womb, but we also have an environ-
ment that could kill that child,” said 
Cessilye Smith [pictured], a black 
abortion opponent in Dallas working 
to open a free clinic that provides pre
- and postnatal care and other ser-
vices for women. “They both have to 
be worked on equally.” 
 

R E F L E C T I O N  O N  T H E  B U R N I N G   
C A T H E D R A L  
 
Joan Brown of the Global Sister’s Report wrote a stirring 
reflection comparing the burning of Notre Dame Cathe-
dral to the burning of the Cathedral of creation. 
“Our Earth is burning. Our sacred "Sister Mother Earth 
who sustains and governs us" (St. Francis of Assisi) is 
on fire. We see the sacred spires of trees in the Amazon 
falling to fire, the baptismal fonts of rivers and lakes 
languishing in drought and pollution, the daily Eucharis-
tic altars of family tables in Honduras, Salvador and 
Guatemala empty of food for children, and we stand 
before the death beds of species becoming extinct as 
we act as hospice-midwives. But all seems very quiet 
compared to the millions of sorrowful onlookers mourn-
ing Notre Dame. Where are the mourners for the Earth? 
Where are the billions of dollars for efforts like the 
Green Climate Fund address adaptation to and mitiga-
tion of climate change?”  
 
To read the whole reflection go to 
www.globalsistersreport.org/column/capital-e-earth/
environment/reflections-burning-cathedral-56307  
 
 

Green Tip of the week: Consider alternatives to 
air conditioning: Air conditioning units use a lot of 
energy, and make up 12% of U.S. residential ener-
gy spending. While air conditioning may be essen-
tial during the hottest days, try to use alternatives 
when possible. Consider using fans and open up 
windows to circulate air around your home. Try 
cooking outdoors, by preparing some meals out-
side, you avoid turning up the air conditioning to 
deal with the heat that comes from cooking inside.   
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