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ARCHDIOCESE
o/MlLWAUKEE

April 1, 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ;

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee Is committed to creating environments that foster our
children and young people to live, learn, and grow In their faith, We recognize the importance
of complying with the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. As
stated in the Charter, each diocese is required to create a "safe environment program" for all
children and young people participating in parishes and schools of that diocese.

Since 2005, the children and youth In our Catholic schools and religious education
programs have been receiving lessons regarding how to recognize behaviors or situations that
make them uncomfortable and how to react when they feel unsafe, These lessons serve to
provide the framework to deveiop the language and skills to start the conversation between
children and adults on safety.

Starting July 1, 2020, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee will be providing the Circle of Grace
curriculum created by the Archdiocese of Omaha for use in our parishes and schools. As the
Archbishop of Milwaukee, I approve and promulgate the use of the Circle o/'G/ace curriculum In
our parish religious education programs and our Catholic schoois.

The grade ievel safe environment lessons from Circle of Grace are conducted, in
conjunction with our adult safe environment training program that requires all adults to be
trained in how to recognize the signs of child abuse and neglect, maintain appropriate
boundaries with minors, and how to respond when an adult suspects abuse or misconduct.

I am pleased to report that these lessons are working to help start conversations in our
parishes, schools, communities, and homes on how we can work together as Catholics and
members of the larger communities we serve to prevent chiid abuse.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

-t

Most Reverend Jerome E, Listecki

Archbishop of Milwaukee

Office of the Archbishop

3501 South Lake Drive | P.O. Box 070912 j Milwaukee. WI53207

PHONE: (414) 769-3497 | FAX: (414) 769-3430 | www.archmil.org







 
Goal of the Circle of Grace  
Program - Pre-K- Grade 12 

 
The goal of the Circle of Grace program is to  

educate and empower children and young people 

to actively participate in a safe environment for 

themselves and others. 

 

Objectives of the Circle of Grace 
Program -  Pre-K- Grade 12 

 Children and young people will understand 

they are created by God and live in the love of 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 Children and young people will be able to        

describe the Circle of Grace which God gives 

each of us. 

 Children and young people will be able to      

identify and maintain appropriate physical, 

emotional, spiritual, and sexual boundaries. 

 Children and young people will be able to 

identify all types of boundary violations. 

 Children and young people will demonstrate 

how to take action if any boundary is  

       threatened or violated. 

 
 

Feedback from user of the program: 
“Circle of Grace is so timely.  Thank you!  Even if 

the church leadership did not require it, the culture 

that we live in does.  It is a perfect way to show that 

living our faith is a real adventure in the world in 

which we find ourselves.  Faith intersects with life 

in the development of this program.” 

 

Sr. Judanne Stratman, O.S.F. 

Director of Religious Education 

St. Mary’s Parish West Point, Nebraska 

 

Outline of the Program 
 

 Pre-Kindergarten -  Grade 2 

     What is the Circle of Grace? 

         The Stoplight: Feelings , Touch , Secrets and 

         Safety Plan 

Grade 3 - What is the Circle of Grace? 

         Boundaries ,limits of our Circle of Grace and 

         Action Plan 

Grade 4 - Internet Safety 

Grade 5 -Understanding the Influence of the Media 

         on our Circle of Grace 

Grade 6 - Circle of Grace: Pieces of the Puzzle 

         Safe Relationships, Boundaries, Safety PLAAN 

Grade 7 - Saying “No” to Disrespect: Honoring 

         Everyone’s Circle of Grace 

Grade 8 - How to be Morally Responsible in   

         Today’s Culture 

Middle School Alternate Lessons 
 Coping with Stress and Pressure 

 Honoring Relationships 
 
High School Lessons 
 

Grade 9 - Communion of  Saints, Mary and Joseph  

                 When the Circle is Broken, Action PLAAN 

Grade 10 -  Levels of Intimacy and Influence 

Grade 11 - When Boundaries Go Wrong 

Grade 12 - Love and the Theology of the Body 

 
High School Alternate Lessons 
 What is Your Motto? 

 A.C.T.I.O.N Steps when Concerns Don’t Go Away 

 Modesty: A thing of the Past or Not? 

 Tech Savvy or Tech Safe? 

Circle of Grace Again...Really?

Human Trafficking: Modern Day Slavery

 

Circle of Grace  
Safe Environment  
Training Program  

Pre-Kindergarten  
through  
Grade 12 

 

Archdiocese of Omaha 

        Imprimatur:  Most Reverend George Lucas 
            Archbishop of Omaha 
            February 2018 Omaha, NE 

Information protected under U.S. copyright status  



 
Circle of Grace is one of the 
few programs that has: 
 
 an imprimatur and a nihil obstat from an 

       Archbishop. 

 

 each lesson correlated with appropriate  

       Catholic teaching. 

 

 evaluation results that show effectiveness. 

 

 pre- and post-assessments for designated 

grades. 

 

 summary evaluations that capture required 

information needed for the national audit. 

 

 philosophy and goals which are consistent 

throughout the K-12 curriculum. 

 

 comprehensive and self-contained materials for 

each grade. 

 

 strong parent component to curriculum  

 

 Parents First educational fliers  

 

 the ability to customize the program with local 

contact information. 

 

 

 

 .  

What is the Circle of Grace?   

Circle of Grace is the love and goodness  

of God that surrounds us and all others.  It is the 

recognition that God is with us always and is 

there to help us in difficult situations. Through 

children and youth to recognize God’s love by 

understanding that each of us lives and moves 

within a Circle of Grace.  Your Circle of Grace 

holds your very essence in body, mind, heart, 

soul, and sexuality. This is taught in a visual and 

real way by the following  meditation. One can 

profound simplicity.   

Imagine: 

 Raise your hands above your head, then 

bring your  outstretched arms slowly down.  

Extend your arms 

 in front of you 

and then behind you 

Embrace all of the space around you 

slowly reach down to your feet.. 

Know that God is in this space with you. 

This is your  

Circle of Grace; 

You are in it. 

 

Because this holistic concept includes all senses 

it allows children and young people to  discern 

and identify uncomfortable situations long be-

fore  inappropriate touch may occur.  The Circle 

of Grace program teaches children and young  

people to seek help from a trusted adult,  

reinforcing God’s presence in their real life 

struggles. 

Circle of Grace is set apart from 
other programs by teaching: 
 

God’s presence and assistance in difficult and 

confusing situations as an essential 

        component in its Pre-K-12 curriculum

 a holistic approach giving children and youth 

the skills to identify uncomfortable situations 

long before inappropriate touch occurs. 



The Catholic Church teaches that God 
has created each of us as unique and 

special.  Genesis 1:27 tells us that we 
are created “male and female in God’s 
image” and that God saw this as “very 
good.”  In that goodness, we are meant 
to respect ourselves and everyone else 
as persons created and loved by God. 

Parents are essential in assisting chil-
dren to recognize God’s love by help-
ing them to understand that each of us 
lives and moves in a Circle of Grace. 

You can imagine your own Circle of 
Grace by putting your arms above 
your head then circle down in front of 
your body including side to side. This 
circle, front to back, holds who you are 
in your body and through your senses.  
It holds your very essence in mind, 
heart, soul, and sexuality.  

   God intends our relationships in life 
to be experiences of divine love.  Re-
spectful, nurturing, loving relation-
ships increase our understanding of 
our own value and help us to love oth-
ers.  It is never too early to help chil-
dren understand how very special 
they are and how relationships in life 
are called to be sacred.  Understanding 
this can help them to protect the spe-
cial person they are and to be respect-
ful of others.  

Church Teaching  Made in His Image  

Growing in Virtue  

Faith is the theological virtue by which we 
believe in God and His Church   (CCC 1814).  
But a child cannot believe in a Jesus Christ 
whom they do not know.   Kindergarten is a 
good time to introduce your child to Jesus 
through Bible stories, as well as family stories 
about the role of Jesus in our lives.  While the 
biblical stories will help them learn salvation 
history, the story of their families faith will 
help them connect these events to their own 
lives.  Charity is the virtue of love and self-sacrifice.  

While most people have a natural inclination 
to want to spoil their children, this can often 
have the effect of destroying charity in your 
little one.  Teaching children to make small 
sacrifices, giving a used toy to charity or shar-
ing with a sibling, can help them begin to de-
velop the skills that they will need to be able to 
make larger sacrifices when they are older.  In 
this way they can learn the joy that only love 
can bring. 
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     Kindergarten   

2018 

God intends our relationships in life to 

be experiences of divine love. 

 Culture Alert… 

 Children aged 5 to 16 spend 

an average of six and a half 

hours a day in front of a 

screen. 

www.bbc.com 



     Kindergarten                 ©Archdiocese of Omaha 

 Openly express gratitude to God 
for giving you such a special girl 
or boy. 

 Resist the temptation to allow 
your child to engage  in activities 
that are mature because they are 
cute.  Remember these activities/
attire may be signaling sexual 
cues to your child or others. 

 Check out Pope Francis’s Five 
Finger Prayer.  It will help your 
child learn how to pray for lead-
ers, loved ones, educators, and 
those who are weak, in trouble 

or in pain, and lastly , for them-
selves. 

 Remind your child to talk to 
you about any uncomfortable 
feelings or situations that enter 
in their Circle of Grace. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Be aware that you are your 

child’s first hero thus model 
behavior that you want them  
to embrace. 

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or 
“Tell me more”).   Your child’s response will provide you with insight, 
context and time to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate an-
swer.  

 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. 
“When you are grown and married…” or “As Catholics, we believe…”). 

 Keep your answers short and simple.  

Example: Where do Babies Come From? 

Know the context of the question, i.e.: Did they see something on TV, or 
is a relative pregnant? This information will help frame your answer in 
a way that is meaningful to your child. 

Possible Response:  

 “Babies are gifts from God.” 

 “Babies grow in a special place in a mommy’s tummy.” 

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering your Child’s Questions 

 Children many times mirror their 

parents’ behavior, good and bad. They 

do this because they trust their 

parents as all-knowing and look to 

them for guidance. 

 

 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 

Handout 

Catholic Children’s Bible 

 St. Mary’s Press    (Ages 5-9) 

 
Dear Pope Francis 

 By: Pope Francis 

 
Good Picture Bad Picture   (Ages 3-6) 

 By: Kristen A. Jensen and  

                      Gail Poyner         

 
http://integrityrestored.com/ 
 
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/
human-sexuality-formation/ 

May We Recommend... 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


Why did God 
make us 
different?  
This is per-
haps one of 
the great un-
answered 
questions of 
all time.  Of-
ten such 
questions are 

brushed aside with the phrase, “It’s a 
mystery.”  While the Church teaches 
that the differences between men and 
women are  a great mystery, it also 
helps us to understand that mystery in 
an ever increasing way.  The Scrip-
tures tell us, “It is not good that the 
man should be alone” (Gen 2:18).  A 
part of what it is to be made in the im-
age of God means to be made to live in 
a relationship with others (CCC 2331).  
The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

(CCC 370) explains that men and 
women each reflect, in a unique and 
limited way, something of the nature 
of God.  This reflection of the nature of 
God makes them equal in dignity even 
though they remain different in kind 
(CCC 2335).  But these differences are 
not meant to divide us.  They are in-

stead given to us as a gift from God so 
that we can grow in communion, so 
that we will, quite naturally, be drawn 
to others.  Males and females comple-
ment each other, bringing different 
parts to their shared humanity      
(CCC 371).   

Church Teaching  Male and Female 

Growing in Virtue  
Prudence is known as wisdom.  It is 

also known as the prince of virtues 

because it governs each of the others.  

Aid your child in developing the abil-

ity to examine situations and help 

them to properly pay attention to the 

world around them.  This may be 

more difficult for some children than 

for others. 

Justice is 

the virtue 

of right re-

lationship.  

This is a 

skill that 

takes work 

for most 

children 

and re-

quires a 

sense of 

proper em-

pathy for those they encounter.  This 

skill can be developed by helping out 

around the house, through play with 

peers, or through the care of a pet. 
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       First Grade 

2018 

A part of what it is to be made in the 

image of God means to be made  

to live in a relationship with others  

(CCC 2331). 

 Culture Alert…. 

In 2016, research showed 

that the average family has 

under an hour a day together 

without a screen in sight. 

DailyMail.com 



       First Grade                      ©Archdiocese of Omaha 

term memory. Therefore, it is quite 
common for a child to misunderstand 
or forget what you’ve said. 

 Ask your child to repeat back what-

ever you’ve communicated. 

 Clarify any misunderstandings. 

 Praise your child for using good lis-

tening skills. Notice and praise what 
your child did well while listening to 
you (i.e. “Awesome job looking at 
me while I was speaking!  When you 
look at me I can tell you are listen-
ing.”) 

 Thank your child for coming to you 

to ask their question.  Doing so rein-

forces the likelihood that your child 
will come to you with future ques-
tions.  

 Remind them to talk to you about any 

uncomfortable feelings or situations 
that enter in their Circle of Grace.  

Children have limited life experience, 
short attention spans and the tendency 
to store most information in their short-

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, 
or “Tell me more”).  Your child’s response will provide you with in-
sight, context and time to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate 
answer. 

 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. 
“When you are grown and married…” or “As Catholics, we be-
lieve…”). 

 Keep your answers short and simple. 
Example: Why do boys have a penis ? 
Know the context of the question, i.e.: Did they hear something on TV, or are 
they just curious?  This information will help frame your answer in a way that 
is meaningful to your child. 
Possible Responses :  
 “God gave boys a penis to show they are uniquely different from 

girls.”     
 “God created a boy’s penis to help him go to the bathroom.” 
 “Later in life, when he is married, it will help him make babies with his wife.” 

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering your Child’s Questions 

 Children many times mirror their 

parents’ behavior, good and bad. They do 

this because they trust their parents as    

all-knowing and look to them for 

guidance. 

 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 

Handout 

Catholic Children’s Bible 

St. Mary’s Press          (Ages 5-9) 

 
Dear Pope Francis 

 By: Pope Francis 

 
 

 
Good Picture Bad Picture 

By: Kristen A. Jensen and Gail Poyner         

 (Ages 7-9) 

 
http://integrityrestored.com/ 
 
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-
life/human-sexuality-formation/ 

May We Recommend... 

Behind every child who believes in 

himself is a parent who believed first. 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


Have you ever wanted to see the face 
of God?  In the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus promises the pure of heart that 
they shall see the face of God.  So what 
does this mean?  It means quite literal-
ly that we shall see the face of God in 
Heaven but it also has implications for 
our lives here on earth.  The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church (2518-
2527) explains that purity of heart is 
the ability to see ourselves and others 
as the image of God and as temples of 
the Holy Spirit.  When Adam and Eve 
fell into sin (Gen 3), they immediately 
covered their bodies because they 
“realized that they were naked” and 

began to see themselves and each oth-
er as objects rather than as the beauti-
ful creation of a loving God.  When 
Jesus came and died for us on the 
cross, He raised the dignity of the hu-
man body to a new place. The body 
was no longer just an object to be cast 
aside at death, but was now washed 
and made new, redeemed along with 
our souls and raised up on the last 
day.  Through the practice of modesty, 
we can learn our own value as temples 
of the Holy Spirit and help others to 
see us as the image of God.  As we be-
come more practiced in patience,     
decency and discretion, we can grow 
to see the face of God in everyone that 
we meet (CCC 2533). 

Church Teaching  Purity of Heart 

Growing in Virtue  

Prudence is known as the virtue of wis-
dom. It is also known as the prince of 
virtues because it governs each of the 
others.  Aid your child in developing the 
ability to examine situations and proper-
ly pay attention to the world around 
them.  As this virtue is developed, they 
may become more aware of how others 
react to them and the way that they 
speak, dress, and behave.  Help them 
learn to seek good attention rather than 
bad attention in this regard. 
 
Justice is the virtue of right relationship.  
The Church teaches that by the age of 
seven most children have developed, at 
least to a limited degree, a sense of right 
and wrong and the ability to practice 

right reason.  At this point your child 
should be able to have simple conversa-
tions about hypothetical situations.  
Asking them questions about what they 
should do in a given situation, gives 
them the practice that they need so that 
they can act correctly when a real situa-
tion arises. P
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Second Grade   

2018 

Purity of heart is the ability to see 

ourselves and others as the image of God 

and as temples of the Holy Spirit (CCC 

2518). 

 Culture Alert… 

Early exposure to sexual content in 
media may have a profound impact 
on children’s values, attitudes and 
behaviors toward sex and relation-
ships.  Unfortunately, media por-
trayals do not always reflect the 
message parents want to send. 
 Carolyn C. Ross M.D.  
       Psychology Today 



Second Grade                         ©Archdiocese of Omaha 

ate attire and language that 
your child will imitate. 

 Modest clothing can be trendy 
and popular.  It may take a little 
extra effort but it is worth it. 

 When discussing sexuality with 
your children, remind them, it 
is nothing to be embarrassed of, 
but it is not “lunchroom or 
playground” talk. 

 Assure them that you are will-
ing to listen if they have any 
questions. 

 Remind them to talk to you 
about any uncomfortable feel-

ing or situations that enter into 
their Circle of Grace. 

 

This is a good age to reinforce the 
virtue of modesty.  At this age chil-
dren begin to be more influenced 
by their peers.  You can use the Cir-
cle of Grace concepts to assist you 
in teaching modesty and respect for 
ones self. 
 Lay a foundation of self-

respect, by modeling appropri-

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering your Child’s Questions 

 

 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality Handout 

Catholic Children’s Bible 

 St. Mary’s Press    (Ages 5-9) 

 
Good Picture Bad Picture   (Ages 7-9) 

 By: Kristen A. Jensen and 

                      Gail Poyner       

Dear Pope Francis 

 By: Pope Francis 

 
http://integrityrestored.com/ 
 
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-
sexuality-formation/ 
 
YouTube:  Jason Evert: Why Modesty? 
(YouTube videos are recommended for  
 parent viewing only) 
 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet For Kids (DVD) 
 

May We Recommend... 

 Children many times mirror their 

parents’ behavior, good and bad. They do 

this because they trust their parents as  

all-knowing and look to them for 

guidance . 

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e., “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more”).  Your child’s 
response will provide you with insight, context and time to think.  

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  
 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When 

you are grown and married…” or “As Catholics, we believe…”).  
 Keep your answer short and simple. 

Example: What is sex? 
Know the context of the question ( see above guidelines)  i.e.: did they hear something on TV, see something on the computer or are 
they just curious? Be aware that today’s culture does not label many sexual behaviors as “sex.”  Remember the above key ques-
tions.  The information your child provides to these questions will help frame your answer in a way that is meaningful to them. 

Possible responses: 
 “The word can mean different things.  It can mean your God-given gender, male/female.” 
 “It is any sexualized behavior with another person (engaging in intimate contact with another’s private 

body parts). It can also mean sexual intercourse.”  
 “As Catholics we believe that sexual behaviors and intercourse  are a very special activity that is re-

served for married couples only.”  
 “It is one way a married couple can show how much they love each other.” 
 “It is how a married couple makes a baby.” 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


A large part of 
our total hu-
man develop-
ment is our 
response to our 
own sexual 
identity.  This 
identity affects 
all aspects of 
our lives, phys-
ical, psycholog-
ical, spiritual, 
and social.  It is 
necessary for 
us to acknowledge who we are, male or female, 
as such differences help to bring balance and 
harmony to our own lives as well as to society 
and to the family (CCC 2333).  Acknowledge-
ment of these differences also helps us learn to 
respect appropriate boundaries in our relation-
ships with others.   

The onset of puberty can be a time of confusion 
about our identity.  At this stage, the develop-
ment of healthy friendships and an under-
standing of appropriate boundaries can lead to 

the proper “integration of sexuality within the 
person” (CCC 2337).  It is especially important 
at this time that children learn to first develop 
strong healthy relationships with members of 
the same gender, first and foremost the parent 
of that same gender.  Where this person is ab-
sent, a relative, older sibling, or even a strong 
mentor can help fill that role.   

As we grow and develop physically, we must 
also try to keep up in other areas of our devel-
opment, particularly in our spiritual lives.  As 
our sexuality is not meant to be expressed 
strictly in a physical way, it is important that 
we develop a proper sense of the virtue of 
chastity (CCC 2349).  If we never develop the 
ability to express ourselves other than in a 
physical way, it can lead to an inability to form 
close bonds of friendship, a lack of self-control, 
and a loss of personal freedom (CCC 2339, 
2347).   

Church Teaching  Preparing for Puberty 

Growing in Virtue  

Prudence is known as the virtue of wis-
dom.  It is also known as the prince of 
virtues because it governs each of the oth-
ers.  Aid your child in developing the 
ability to be self-aware and to pay atten-
tion to the way that others react to atti-
tudes and behaviors.  Children at this age 
should begin to develop a sense of their 
own hygiene and appropriate cleanliness.  
They also may become embarrassed more 
easily.  Help them to develop a sense of 
what they can control and what they can-
not.  
 
 

Justice is the virtue of right relationship.  
At this point you may wish to help your 
child understand that they also have cer-
tain responsibilities to themselves.  The 
Church teaches us that God gives us our 
bodies as gifts and that we need to show 
proper respect for that gift through care 
for His creation.  Be certain to help your 
child see that this is not just a burden but 
it can be a joy.  Proper exercise can be 
maintained though play and sport, bath 
time can be relaxing after a long day, and 
practice of proper nutrition can mean fun 
in the kitchen or a family fishing trip.  P
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      Third Grade  

2018 

Puberty may begin as early as 8 or 9 but 
typically begins between the  

ages of 10 and 14. 

 Culture Alert… 

 We have ample evidence to conclude that sexualization has negative effects in a 
variety of domains, including cognitive functioning, physical and mental health, 
and healthy sexual development," said Dr Eileen Zurbriggen, APA Task Force. 
"The consequences of the sexualization of girls in media today are very real and 

are likely to be a negative influence on girls' healthy development," she said.  
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 Remind your child often that their 
body is designed by God - a unique, 
one-of-a-kind gift from God. Therefore, 
we should treat our bodies with care 
and respect.  Together make a list of 
ways we can care for and respect our 
bodies (i.e. healthy eating, exercise, 
getting enough sleep, bathing regular-
ly, etc.) 

 Remind your child that like their body, 
the process of puberty is also designed 
by God and a gift from God.  It marks 
the beginning of their journey as a 
Christian man or woman. 

 When teaching the specifics of puberty, 
use visual aids like books, videos, pic-
tures or charts that tactfully illustrate 

the physical changes your child can 
expect.  

 Remind them to talk to you about any 
uncomfortable feelings or situations 
that enter in their Circle of Grace.   

Start talking to your child about puberty 
before it occurs. Puberty occurs in most 
children sometime between ages 10-14 
but, can occur as early as 8 or 9.  Help 
your child prepare for the changes to 
come by providing him/her with age-
appropriate information along the way. 

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more.”) Your child’s 
response will provide you with insight, context and time to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  
 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When you are grown and 

married…” or “As Catholics, we believe...”). 
 If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of the exact answer. I will 

look it up and get back to you later today.” Make sure to follow up later with an answer.  
Example: “What is puberty?” or “What is happening to my body?” or “Why does my sister look 
different?”  
Know the context of the question i.e.: Are they noticing changes in themselves or their peers? Did they hear some-
thing on TV or are they just curious? The information your child provides will help frame your answer in a way 
that is meaningful to them.  
Possible Responses:  
 “Mom and dad also went through these changes when we were young.” 
 “Puberty is a physical process that happens in your body usually between the ages of 10-14.” 
 “This is a natural process created by God so you may also become a parent in the future.” 
 “Your body will begin to look more like a grown-up.”  
 “These changes will make it possible for you to be able to make and have a child someday.” 

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering your Child’s Questions 

 Children many times mirror their 

parents’ behavior, good and bad. They do 

this because they trust their parents as  

all-knowing and look to them for 

guidance. 

 

 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality Handout 

Catholic Children’s Bible 

 St. Mary’s Press  (ages 5-9) 

Parenting with Grace: The Catholic Parents’ Guide to Raising 

Almost Perfect Kids 

 By Gregory and Lisa Popcak 

Dear Pope Francis 

 By: Pope Francis 

Good Picture Bad Picture    (Ages 7-9) 

 By: Kristen A. Jensen and Gail Poyner   

 
http://integrityrestored.com/ 
 
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-

formation/ 

 

YouTube: Talking to children about their bodies – Jason Evert 

on Catholic Answers Live 

YouTube: Jason Evert :Homosexuality and the Catholic Church 

(YouTube videos are recommended for parent viewing only) 
 

  

May We Recommend... 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


The Church teaches us that there is a 
necessary distinction between power 
and responsibility.  At this age level, 
bullying becomes common among chil-
dren who have not gained this under-
standing.  Having a particular ability 
does not always mean that it can or 
should be used in all times and places.  
As our children grow and develop, 
their bodies develop fascinating new 
abilities.  They become, stronger, faster, 
and more attractive.  With these new 
powers comes the responsibility to use 
them in accord with God’s plan, being 
good stewards of what we have been 
given.  The use of these powers is not 
meant to be “arbitrary or destructive” 
but rather is meant for a specific pur-
pose (CCC 373).  One with strength is 
meant to use it to protect the weak, but 
abuse of that power may lead to bully-
ing.  With regard to our sexuality, we 
are not called to use these powers to      

cause harm and destruction but rather  

to help us in forming close bonds of 
friendship and in the transmission of 
human life.  The practice of chastity 
and self-mastery enable us to be per-
sons of integrity, entering into new 
friendships that are not self-seeking but 
rather ones that are a genuine gift of 
self (CCC 2337-42). 

Church Teaching  Ability and Responsibility 

Growing in Virtue  

Justice is the virtue of right relationship, as 
your child’s body begins to develop, it is 
good to begin to have the conversation 
about the difference between responsibility 
and power.  The difference between what I 
want to do and what I should do.  This be-
comes particularly important as differences 
between children become more noticeable.  
For example, some children will mature 
and grow faster than others.  Make certain 
that your child is aware of bullying and 
other anti-social behaviors.  Make sure 
your child knows you are willing and  

 

ready to listen to them and talk through 
any issues they may be having or seeing 
with their peers.  Help them problem solve, 
don’t’ take over, but support them.   

Temperance is the virtue of balance and 
self-control.  As your children begin to 
head into puberty, they may be prone to 
swinging emotions and excessive behav-
iors.   
As they enter this stage of life, it is im-
portant to help them learn balance in what 
they eat, the activities that they participate 
in, and with whom they associate.  Help 
your children turn off their devices and 
make time for a variety of activities.  Help 
them schedule face-to-face time with peers.  
Creating a personal schedule will keep 
them from feeling overwhelmed with 
school, burnt out by sports or overly isolat-
ed. 
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    Fourth Grade  

2018 

The use of power is not meant to be 
“arbitrary or destructive” but  

rather is meant for a specific purpose 
(CCC 373). 

 Culture Alert… 
 70.6% of young people say they have seen bullying in their schools 
 When bystanders intervene, bullying stops within 10 seconds, 57% of the time. 

stopbullying.gov 
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name the Problem, list your Op-
tions, Pick a solution) 

 Continue to monitor their social 
media and internet activities for 
their safety.  This is a prime age 
for cyber bullying to begin.  Make 
sure that your child is not the vic-
tim OR the bully.  If you find your 
child is being the bully, talk to 
him/her about the consequences of 
such actions.  Children might not 
even realize the effect their words 
are having on others.  If you find 
your child is the victim talk to 
your child, come up with strate-

gies (POP) to help him/her cope 
with  the situation. 

 Remember to prescreen all music, 
videos and movies. 

 Continue to be vigilant on your 
part.  Model what you expect from 
your children. 

 Remind them to talk to you about 
any uncomfortable feelings that 
enter into their Circle of Grace. 

Though it may seem early, now is the 
time to start talking about the future.  
Your child is making friends of their 
own and is spending more time away 
from home at a variety of activities.  
Prepare your child for the challenges 
that come with this kind of independ-
ence by: 
 Providing opportunities to practice 

being responsible (i.e. prepare an 
evening meal for the family, help 
shop for groceries, do their own 
laundry, etc.)   

 Talk through how to make good 
decisions, (try the POP method–  

Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more.”) Your child’s response will 
provide you with insight context and time to think.  

Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  
Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When you are grown and married…” or “As 

Catholics, we believe...”) 
If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of the exact answer. I will look it up and 

get back to you later today.”  Make sure to follow up later with an answer.  
Examples: What is a period? or What is a tampon /feminine pad? 
Know the context of the question (see above guidelines)  i.e.: Are they noticing changes in themselves or their peers?  Did they hear 
something on TV or are they just curious?  The information your child provides to these questions will help frame your answer in a 
way that is meaningful to him/her. 
Possible Responses: 
“A period, also called a menstrual cycle, is the process by which a female becomes physically capable of having a ba-

by. “ 
“A girl will get her first period (menstrual cycle) sometime during puberty and will continue having menstrual cycles 

for the next 30 - 40 years. “ 
“Each menstrual cycle occurs over a period of about 28 days and has three phases: a buildup of tissue and nutrients in 

the uterine lining, ovulation and finally menstruation (the shedding of the uterine tissue and lining).” 
“A period is a natural process and is nothing to be afraid or embarrassed about; all girls have a period when their bod-

ies mature.” 

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering your Child’s Questions 

 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 
Handout 

Parenting with Grace: the Catholic Parents’ Guide 
to Raising almost Perfect Kids 
 By: Gregory and Lisa Popcak 
 
Beyond the Birds and the Bees: Raising Sexually 
Whole and Holy Kids 
 By:  Gregory and Lisa Popcak  
 
 
 

 
http://integrityrestored.com/ 
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-
sexuality-formation/ 
 
 
(YouTube videos are recommended for parent  
                       viewing only) 
YouTube: Talking to children about their bodies – 
Jason Evert on Catholic Answers Live 

May We Recommend... 



As your children develop physical-
ly, their sexuality gives them two 
great new powers.  The Church calls 
these “fecundity” (or procreation) 
and “unity”.  A physically mature 
human being has the power to aid 
God in the creation of new life (CCC 
373) and the power to create a very 
intimate bond with another human 
being.  The graces given in the Sac-
rament of Marriage strengthen these 
powers, sealing the bond between 
the couple, making it indissoluble 
and giving the couple special grace 
to help them welcome and raise 
their children (CCC 1640).  The 
abuse of these powers can lead to a 
variety of disordered acts including 
lust, masturbation and fornication 
among others (CCC 2351-59).  When 
these powers are abused, they can 
be lost or diminished in a variety of 
ways, leading to an inability to form 

close bonds or even to be able to 
have children.  While society and 
the media often encourage these acts 
or call them normal, these acts often 
lead to slavery to sin in the form of 
pornography addiction, poor life-
style choices, and other destructive 
behavior.  These acts lead to an un-
derstanding of others as objects ra-
ther than persons making the possi-
bility of genuine intimacy almost 
impossible.  This is why it is vital 
that children, even from a very 
young age, be given guidance in self
-mastery and chastity in this regard 
(CCC 2346-50). 

Church Teaching  Power for Good 

Growing in Virtue  

Temperance is the virtue of balance and 
self-control.  As your children enter 
these years of dramatic change, help 
them to develop mastery over their own 
wants and desires.  A good way to do 
this is to replace a bad behavior with a 
good one.  Strong sexual desires can be 
controlled with exercise; overeating can 
be controlled by engaging in the practice 
of music or the arts; anger and frustra-
tion can be tempered by care for a pet or 
other animal.  In each of these things, it 
is important to find balance.  Without it, 
even a good habit, like exercise, can get 
out of control. 
 
Fortitude is the virtue of moral courage.  
As your children get older they may find 
that it can become a bit scary to do the 
right thing.  From time to time doing 
good may have consequences that cause  

pain.  If I watch my weight, I will have 
to go hungry.  If I defend a classmate, I 
may be ostracized.  Be certain that you 
help your children by acknowledging 
your awareness of these things.  Let 
them know that you are proud of them 
for taking the more difficult path.  The 
more they grow in this virtue, the easier 
it will be to practice. P
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     Fifth Grade  

2018 

 Culture Alert… 

  Only 15%of parents are “in the know” about 
their kids’ social networking habits 

 70%  of children 7 to 8 years old have acci-
dentally encountered online pornography, often 
through a web search while doing homework  

 Law  enforcement officials estimate that more 
the 50,000 sexual predators are online at any 
given moment 

                            www.guardchil.com 
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addicted to Internet pornography.)  
When your child asks a question, 
resist the urge to provide an imme-
diate response. 
You can learn a lot about your 
child and about the real intent of 
his/her question by simply asking a 
few clarifying questions before an-
swering.  For example, if your child 
asks, “Is masturbation wrong?” 
respond with “Why do you ask?” 
followed by “Tell me what you 
think masturbation is.”  Then really 
listen to his/her reply.  
Sometimes adults can get so 
caught up in the process of formu-

lating the best possible answer 
that we don’t take the time to 
find out what it is that our child 
really wants or needs to know. 

Your child is beginning to devel-
op sexually; therefore, it is im-
portant to help your child under-
stand the Church’s teaching on 
masturbation at an early age. 
The act of masturbation is disor-
dered and is a misuse of God’s 
gift of sexuality.   
Having your children under-
stand this now will help them 
when they experience temptation. 
This is especially important if 
they are exposed to pornography 
on the internet. (Viewing pornog-
raphy while masturbating is one 
of the key elements in becoming 

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell 
me more.”) Your child’s response will provide you with insight, context and time 
to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  

 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When 
you are grown and married…” or “As Catholics, we believe…”). 

 If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of 
the exact answer. I will look it up and get back to you later today.”  Make sure to 
follow up later with an answer.  

Examples: What is a wet dream? 

Know the context of the question (see above guidelines)  i.e. Did they experience this themselves or hear their peers talking about 
it?  Did they see something on TV or are they just curious?  The information your child provides to these questions will help 
frame your answer in a way that is meaningful to him/her. 

Possible Responses: 

 Boys’ bodies go through changes as they mature preparing them for fatherhood. 

 A wet dream, also known as a nocturnal emission, is a normal occurrence for boys. 

 Sometimes, while sleeping and without realizing it, a boy may get an erection followed by a release of semen.  

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering your Child’s Questions 

 

A physically mature human being 

has the power to aid God in the 

creation of new life (CCC 373). 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 

Handout 

Parenting with Grace: the Catholic Parents’ 

Guide to Raising almost Perfect Kids 

                 By: Gregory and Lisa Popcak 

Beyond the Birds and the Bees: Raising 

Sexually Whole and Holy Kids 

 By:  Gregory and Lisa Popcak  

http://integrityrestored.com/ 

 

http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/

human-sexuality-formation/ 

 

(YouTube videos are recommended for                                         

                 parent viewing only) 

YouTube: Talking to children about their 
bodies – Jason Evert on Catholic Answers 

May We recommend... 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


Because human beings are composite be-

ings, spirit and body, there already exists a 

certain tension in us; a certain struggle of 

tendencies between "spirit" and "flesh" de-

velops (CCC 2516).   Nowhere is this more 

apparent than in the life of a junior high- 

age child.  It is also a reality that every per-

son will struggle with for the rest of their 

lives.  It is the “daily experience of spiritual 

battle” (CCC 2516).   

As children begin the transition to adult-

hood, they will often be surprised by the 

overwhelming emotions, called passions,  

that will often move them to act one way 

or another (CCC 1763).  When properly 

directed, the passions can move a young 

man or woman toward amazing acts of 

courage and self-sacrifice, strong dedica-

tion to the faith, and even profound and 

genuine love (CCC 1765).  When misdi-

rected, the passions can lead to rash action, 

misguided sentiment, and abusive behav-

ior (CCC 1768).  It is at this particular time 

in life when children will need to begin to 

learn discipline with regard to emotions 

and desires.  By doing so, they develop 

emotions that point them toward the good 

thus bringing their heart in line with their 

soul, allowing the body to be redeemed 

with the spirit (CCC 1770).  

Church Teaching  Spirit and Flesh 

Growing in Virtue  

Fortitude is the virtue of moral courage.  
Moral courage is the courage to take ac-
tion for the sake of good despite the risk 
of adverse consequences.  As your chil-
dren gets older, they may find that it can 
become a bit scary to do the right thing.  
If I defend a classmate, I may be ostra-
cized.  If I work out, it will take me away 
from my video games.  Acknowledge 
your children’s bravery in taking the 
more difficult path.  The more they grow 
in this virtue, the easier it will become. 

Faith is the theological virtue by which 
we believe in God and his Church (CCC 
1814).  As your children begin to develop 
psychologically, they transition from a 
concrete understanding of the world to a 
more abstract understanding.  Adoles-
cence is a key time when children begin 
to question everything from household 
rules to religion.  It is important at this 
stage to help them develop the ideal of 
“faith seeking understanding.”  While 
our faith is a gift to us from God, we can 
nurture that faith by feeding it with rea-
son and virtuous behavior.  It is im-
portant at this stage that parents under-
stand the distinction between questions 
about the faith in a genuine search to 
make faith stronger and intentional 
doubt of the faith which may make it 
weaker.  Frequent and consistent practice 
of the faith is crucial as is the ear of a 
trusted and knowledgeable adult to field 
those questions.  
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Sixth Grade                                                                                                                                                     

2018 

When misdirected, the passions can lead to 

rash action, misguided sentiment, and 

abusive behavior (CCC 1768). 

 Culture Alert… 

60 years ago, the average dinnertime was 90 minutes.  Today it 
is less than 12 minutes. 

Kids and teens who share family dinners 3 or more times 
per week: 

 Are less likely o be over weight  

 Are more likely to eat healthy foods 

 Perform better academically 

 Are less likely to engage in  risky behavior (drugs, 
alcohol, sexual activity) 

 Have better relationships with their parents  

                            www. Thescramble.com 
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Gather and learn what is new 
with each member of the fami-
ly.  Make this a solid commit-
ment that nothing interferes 
with, turn off technology.  This 
may become a habit that fol-
lows your  whole family into 
adulthood. 

 Use drive time or bedtime to do 
a daily check-in. 

 Reinforce your  children’s Cir-
cle of Grace lessons about their 
God-given uniqueness and all 
relationships are called to be 
sacred  and special.  Remind 
them about the difference be-

tween safe and unsafe situations.  
You will receive a letter that will 
give you valuable information to 
discuss unsafe situations with 
your child. 

Continue to build a good relation-
ship with your child.  The effort you 
put into spending time with and 
getting to know your child at every  
age will be rewarding.  It’s im-
portant to spend committed quality 
time with your child.  You will more 
likely to notice the many emotional 
and physical changes that happen 
during puberty.  More importantly, 
you will be aware when your child 
needs your support and guidance.  
Daily activities that could be used as 
relationship builders can include: 
 Do a chore together.  
 Plan a family meal at least once 

weekly (more if possible).  

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more.”) Your child’s response 
will provide you with insight, context and time to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  

 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When you are grown and married…” or 
“As Catholics, we believe…”). 

 If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of the exact answer. I will look it up 
and get back to you later today.” Make sure to follow up later with an answer.  

Examples: Is sex a good or bad thing? or Why is sex bad? or What is the big deal about sex? 

Know the context of the question (see the above guidelines) i.e.:  Is this something that their peers are talking about?  Did they 
see something on TV or the computer?  Remember that today’s culture promotes that sex is no big deal.  It promotes the false 
assumption that what you do with your body has no effect on your person: a disconnect of persons from their bodies.  The infor-
mation your child provides to these questions will help frame your answer in a way that is meaningful to him/her. 

Possible Responses: 

 “As Catholics, we believe that sexual intercourse is an awesome gift God gives exclusively to married couples as 
a way to express love for each other and to bring new life into the world.” 

 “Sometimes people misuse sexual intercourse by having sexual intercourse with someone other than their 
spouse; or before marriage, it can cause some negative or life-altering consequences (i.e. broken relationship with 
God, unplanned pregnancy, sexually-transmitted disease, broken heart, bad reputation, guilt, etc.)“ 

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering your Child’s Questions 

 

 

May We Recommend... 

 
Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality Handout 

Parenting with Grace: The Catholic Parents’ Guide to 

Raising almost Perfect Kids 

 By: Gregory and Lisa Popcak 

 

Beyond the Birds and the Bees: Raising Sexually Whole 

and Holy Kids 

 By:  Gregory and Lisa Popcak  

 

Our Lady’s Message to the Three Shepard Children and the 

World 

 By:  Donna-Marie Cooper O’Boyle 

 

 

 

http://integrityrestored.com/ 

 

http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-

formation/ 

 

 

 

(YouTube videos are recommended for parent viewing only) 

YouTube: Talking to children about their bodies – Jason 
Evert on Catholic Answers Live 

“...the FAMILY that PRAYS together STAYS together.” 

-Pope Francis- 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


Around this age your child may enter a 
stage of group thinking in terms of moral 
development.  You will likely often hear 
the excuse, “Everyone is doing it.”  This is 
the time to remain strong in your convic-
tions and help your child to understand 
that participation in sin is still sin.  As your 
child begins to develop more on a social 
level, this might be a good time to discuss 
with your son or daughter that we have a 
moral responsibility, not just for our own 
sins, but also for the sins of others when we 
participate in them (CCC 1868).   The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church gives us a number 
of ways that we might participate in the 

sins of others: “by participating directly 
and voluntarily in them; by ordering, ad-
vising, praising, or approving them; by not 
disclosing or not hindering them when we 
have an obligation to do so and by protect-
ing evil-doers” (CCC 1868).   
Every time that we sin, it becomes easier to 
sin (CCC 1865).  We call this the develop-
ment of vice.  Adolescents who develop a 
“follow the crowd” mentality, will be more 
likely to engage in high-risk behaviors 
when prodded by peers.  Vice has a ten-
dency to cloud one’s judgment and can 
cause one to begin to justify their actions in 
a variety of ways (CCC 1865).  Vice can also 
cause a person to have misplaced values, to 
respond negatively without thinking, or to 
develop unhealthy relationships.  

Church Teaching  Social Sin  

Growing in Virtue  

Fortitude is the virtue of moral courage.  A 
great part of this particular virtue is perpet-
ual vigilance.  As your children transition 
into junior high school, it is easy for them to 
become distracted by all of the changes go-
ing on in their life.  At this stage of life they 
are often likely to make grave mistakes due 
to inadvertence, emotions or mood swings, 
general ignorance, or bad habits.  It is im-
portant to point out to them where these 
mistakes are common so that they can grow 
in self-mastery and make appropriate choic-
es.  At the same time, it is also important to 
understand that appropriate correction is 
also necessary at this stage.  If our response 
to failures is too weak at this point in our 

children’s lives, we may be setting them up 
for greater failures in the future.  
Faith is the theological virtue by which we 
believe in God and His Church (CCC 1814).  
As this virtue develops in your children, it 
is important to make certain that they not 
only believe, but that they also act on that 
belief.  They should be prepared to profess 
their faith boldly in both words and actions.  
Doing this requires confidence and convic-
tion.  They will gain these traits by watch-
ing and learning from you and the other 
adults in their lives.  Parents can greatly aid 
their children at this stage by giving them 
an apprenticeship in prayer, communal 
worship, and works of mercy.  This requires 
both a personal relationship with Jesus and 
integration into the community of believers. 
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Seventh Grade                                                                                                                                                         

2018 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

shows us a number of ways that we 

might participate in the sins of others. 

 Culture Alert… 
Catholics and the Sacrament of confession 
 43% go once a year or more 
 23% go less than once a year 
 28%say they never go 
 6% don’t know/refused to answer 

PEW Research  Center 



Seventh Grade                                                                                                                                                         ©Archdiocese of Omaha 

easier on teens. You’re looking at the 
road and not focused on them. Just the 
fact that they do not have to make eye 
contact, may help them feel more at 
ease and less on the hot seat.  

Doing a chore together: Sweeping the 
garage or doing dishes side by side 
may help facilitate conversation. 
Again, your teen may feel less scruti-
nized because your focus is more on 
the chore and less on your teen.  

Before bed: Your teen’s biological 
clock is now set to stay up later (and 
rise later, too!)  Later bedtime may 
make it harder for you to stay awake 
but do!  For  teens it may be a time 
they’re more apt to talk. 

Taking time to talk to your child is 
crucial at this age as he/she is experi-

encing many changes and pressures.  
The Circle of Grace 7th grade lesson is 
about respect of oneself and others as 
this is an age where many youth experi-
ence bullying.  

Though your child may look more like an 
adult and may want more freedom and 
independence, he/she still needs you to be 
present and involved in their lives. Several 
studies show that teens really do want 
parents to set limits and talk to them about 
pressures like teen sex, alcohol and drug 
use 

 Unfortunately, most teens won’t just say 
“Mom, Dad, I want your advice and 
help”.  In fact, many teens do just the op-
posite; they roll their eyes or walk away.  
However, now is not the time to retreat!  
Instead, take advantage of the time you do 
have together to listen and ask questions. 
Teens may be more likely to talk when:  

Driving: Turn off the radio; take off the 
headphones and talk. Sometimes car 
conversations, especially at night, can be 

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more.”) Your child’s response will provide 
you with insight, context and time to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  

 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When you are grown and married…” or “As Catholics, 
we believe…”). 

 If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of the exact answer. I will look it up and get back to 
you later today.” Make sure to follow up later with an answer.  

Example: When is it okay to kiss someone I like? 
Know the context of the question (see above guidelines) i.e.: Do they currently “like“ someone?  Are they experiencing peer pressure to have a 
boy/girl friend?  It is important to note, that even at this age, there are common phrases for casual sex which are: “FWB” (friends with benefits) 
or “hooking up” with someone.  The information your child provides to these questions will help frame your answer in a way that is meaning-
ful to him/her. 
Possible Responses 

 “Instead of talking about when, let’s first talk about what kissing means.  In our family, kissing is a big deal, not something you 
do just for fun.” 

 “We believe that you only kiss someone you really love and care about.” 

 “It’s also important to know that kissing can easily lead to other sexual activity.“ 

 “Before you kiss someone you need to know and be able to talk about your sexual and physical boundaries so things don’t get 
out of hand.”  

 “Remember, as Catholics we believe that sex is for married couples only.  While you are single we expect you to abstain from 
sexual activity.”  

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering Questions 

 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 

Handout 

 

Parenting with Grace: The Catholic Parents’ 

Guide to Raising almost Perfect Kids 

By: Gregory and Lisa Popcak 

 

Beyond the Birds and the Bees: Raising 

Sexually Whole and Holy Kids 

 By:  Gregory and Lisa Popcak 

 

 

http://integrityrestored.com/ 

 

http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/

human-sexuality-formation/ 

 

(YouTube videos are recommended for     

                             parent viewing only) 

YouTube: How do I go to Confession? – Fr. 
Kevin Vogel 

May We Recommend... 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


The Catechism o f the Catho lic Church tells 

us that the Holy Spirit is the “interior Mas-

ter of life according to Christ, a gentle 

guest and friend who inspires, guides, 

corrects, and strengthens this life” (CCC 

1697).  As your child prepares to receive 

the “Sacrament of the Holy Spirit” this 

year, it is important  to understand that, 

with this sacrament, God will begin to 

bestow special and often powerful gifts 

(charisms) upon your child in order to 

help him/her strengthen and lift up his 

Church (CCC 799-801).  As parents, it is a 

part of our role to help our children to dis-

cern the path to which God is calling 

them. 

A great part of this discernment process is 

the development of an ever more intimate 

union with Christ. This union is called 

"mystical" because it participates in the 

mystery of Christ through the sacra-

ments—"the holy mysteries"—and, in 

Him, in the mystery of the Holy Trinity. 

God calls us all to this intimate union with 

Him” (CCC 2014).  The Catechism o f the 

Catholic Church tells us that we have a natu-

ral longing for this relationship (CCC 27).  

By assisting our children in fostering this 

union with Christ, we can help them avoid 

attempting to fill this longing with less 

healthy relationships and help them avoid 

filling their desire for intimacy with pre-

marital sexual encounters.  

Church Teaching  Son and Spirit 

Growing in Virtue  

In the Catholic understanding, pru-
dence is also known as practical wis-
dom.  Wisdom of this type helps us dis-
cern when to act and to what degree, in 
some sense, judging our own strengths 
and those of the world around us.  Pru-
dence enables us to make right judg-
ments.  At this stage of development 
teens often fail to consider the conse-
quences of actions.  They can have a 
“live for today” mentality.  You can 
help your child develop appropriate 
judgment by teaching them how to deal 

with money and finances, by watching 
the news together and discussing how 
people get into bad situations, and by 
pointing out the unrealistic aspects of 
movies and television shows.   
 

While prudence helps us to make ap-
propriate judgments, fortitude is the 
actual courage needed to carry them 
out.  Unfortunately, the only way to 
grow in fortitude is to do difficult 
things.  This means learning self-
discipline, working hard, and setting 
strong boundaries.  Statistics also show 
that good examples and influences also 
help in this regard.  For example, single 
parents who cohabitate are more likely 
to have children who engage in pre-
marital sex while parents who eat din-
ner with their children every night are 
less likely to engage in risky behaviors.    
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     Eighth Grade 

2018 

 Culture Alert… 
Social Media Acronyms every par-

ent should know: 
 KPC—Keeping Parents Clueless 
 GNOC—Get Naked on Camera 
 (L)MIRL—Let’s Meet in Real                         

  Life 
These are just the tip of the iceberg, 

stay aware and stay current. 

      “Let Us Pray” 
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may make it seem like your child is 
on an emotional roller coaster. Pre-
pare your child for the possibility 
of emotional changes and 
acknowledge emotions when they 
happen. Help your child learn to 
separate feelings from behaviors, 
(i.e. “Even though you may be feel-
ing crabby or down, it’s not okay to 
say hurtful things.”) 

 Teasing or making fun of your 
child. He is already hyper-sensitive 
and maybe even confused by the 
changes occurring in his body. 
Now is the time for compassion 

and sensitivity. Without it, he may 
physically or emotionally overreact to 
teasing or joking. 

Try to remain compassionate and empa-
thetic as your child experiences the many 
emotional and physical changes associat-
ed with adolescence and puberty. Re-
member what this time was like for you 
and treat your child as you would have 
liked to be treated. Some families cele-
brate or affirm the changes that occur 
during puberty while others quietly 
acknowledge changes and make appro-
priate adaptations. Regardless of how 
your family deals with puberty, make 
sure to avoid the following:  

 Minimizing your child’s emotions. 
Hormonal changes during puberty 

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more.”). Your child’s response will pro-
vide you with insight, context and time to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  
 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When you are grown and married…” or “As Cath-

olics, we believe…”) 
 If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of the exact answer. I will look it up and get 

back to you later today.” Make sure to follow up later with an answer.  
Examples: When can I start dating? or When can I “go with” someone?  
Know the context of the question (see above guidelines) i.e.:  Do they currently “like“ someone? Are they experiencing peer pressure to 
have a boy/girl friend?  It is important to note, that even at this age, there are common 
phrases for casual sex which are: “FWB” (friends with benefits) or “hooking up” with 
someone.  The information your child provides to these questions will help frame your 
answer in a way that is meaningful to him/her. 
Possible Responses: 
 “Before we talk about when, let’s talk about why. In our family, we believe 

that dating has several important purposes - to get to know others and your-
self better (likes, dislikes, hopes, dreams, values, personalities); to learn how to communicate and have fun with the oppo-
site sex; and after high school, choosing your future spouse.“ 

 “When you show us in everyday activities that you are responsible, trustworthy and respectful, we will know you are 
ready to date.“ 

 “You may be allowed to go on a Group Date – several boys and girls going somewhere together when you are 14.” 

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering your Child’s Questions 

 

God calls us all to this intimate union 
with Him (CCC 2014). 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 

Handout 

 

Parenting with Grace: The Catholic Parents’ 

Guide to Raising almost Perfect Kids 

            By: Gregory and Lisa Popcak 

Beyond the Birds and the Bees: Raising 

Sexually Whole and Holy Kids 

             By:  Gregory and Lisa Popcak  

 

 

 

 

http://integrityrestored.com/ 

 

http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/

human-sexuality-formation/                        

 

YouTube: How do I go to Confession? – Fr. 
Kevin Vogel 

May We Recommend... 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


There are a number of common miscon-
ceptions about sin and redemption that 
often creep into our understanding of 
the relationship between God and hu-
man beings.  Frequently, Christians 
have an idea that getting into heaven is 
about being “basically a good person.”  
This is often described using the image 
of a set of scales with our good deeds on 
one side and our bad on the other.  As 
long as our good outweighs the bad, we 
get our foot in the door and we are safe.  
Unfortunately, it’s not that easy (CCC 
1989-1994). 
Freshmen will tend to learn quickly that 
this is also not the way that human rela-
tionships work (CCC 1913).  One cannot 
be mostly good to friends and still occa-
sionally, lie, cheat, or steal.  When a re-
lationship becomes broken it needs to 
heal.  This begins with saying we are 
sorry, making restitution, and making a 
firm resolution not to continue the 
offense (CCC 1450-1460).   

When we commit sin we are not offend-
ing a human but God (CCC 1440).  This 
means that consequences are eternal.  
While we do not have the power to heal 
that relationship on our own, God 
reaches out to us through Jesus Christ in 
the sacraments, particularly Reconcilia-
tion, and allows us to hear with our 
own ears that we are forgiven (CCC 
1441-1442).  

Church Teaching  Redemption 

Growing in Virtue  

Charity is also the virtue known often in 

Scripture as love.  As children move in-

to high school, they and perhaps some 

of their friends may begin dating.  It 

may be prudent at this point to reiterate 

that the love that the world teaches and 

the love that the Church teaches are of-

ten two very different things.  St. Paul 

reminds us of this virtue often at wed-

dings (1Cor 13) when we read his de-

scription of true love as opposed to in-

fatuation.  He tells us that love requires 

the sacrifice of our own desires for the 

good of the other while infatuation 

seeks only to possess the other for the 

sake of personal gratification.     

 

In these same relationships temperance 

is also a necessary virtue.  Temperance 

helps to find balance or moderation in 

our thoughts and feelings.  It requires 

that we find an understanding that all 

things have an appropriate time and 

place; also finding a happy middle 

ground between being prudish and 

without morals.  Temperance requires 

an understanding that God gave us 

good things to enjoy, but that He wants 

us to share that joy with others as well.  

We should eat, but not overeat, we 

should drink but not become drunk, we 

should temper our sexual desires within 

the commitment of a loving marriage. 

P
ar

en
ts

  
F

ir
st

 
P

a
re

n
ts

 h
a

ve
 t

h
e 

fi
rs

t 
re

sp
o

n
si

b
il

it
y 

fo
r 

th
e 

ed
u

ca
ti

o
n

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
ch

il
d

re
n

 (
C

a
te

ch
is

m
 o

f 
th

e 
C

a
th

o
li

c 
C

h
u

rc
h

 2
2

2
3

) 

S
T

R
O

N
G

 P
A

R
E

N
T

S
, 
S

T
R

O
N

G
 C

H
IL

D
R

E
N

, 
S

T
R

O
N

G
 F

A
M

IL
IE

S
, 
S

T
R

O
N

G
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

      Ninth Grade 

2018 

God reaches out to us through Jesus 

Christ in the Sacraments. 

 Culture Alert… 
 Teen Sexting Statistics (Ages 13-19) 

 Teens who have sent a sext message—
39% 

 Teen Girls—37% 
 Teen Boys—40% 
 Teens who have received a sext mes-

sage— 48% 



 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more.”)  Your child’s response will provide you 
with insight, context and time to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer. 
 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When you are grown and married” or “As Catholics, we 

believe…”). 
 If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of the exact answer. I will look it up and get back to 

you later today.”  Make sure to follow up later with an answer.  
Example: What’s wrong with pornography? 
Know the context of the question (see above guidelines) i.e.:  Did they hear peers talking about it?  Did they see something on TV or the comput-
er?.  The information your child provides to these questions will help frame your answer in a way that is meaningful to him/her.  Remember that 
80% of 15-17 year olds have had multiple hard-core pornography exposures and the largest consumer group of Internet pornography 
is 12-17 year-olds.  
Possible responses: 
 “Pornography diminishes the God-given value and dignity of each person.” 
 “It devalues God’s purpose for sexual attraction and sexual intercourse.”  
 “Pornography causes the viewer to objectify the body rather than the person and depicts women as just objects to be used for 

sex.” 
 “Viewing pornography can be very addictive, especially for boys and men. “ 
 “Males who regularly view pornography often find themselves needing to view more and more as well as harder core porn to get 

the same pleasure.” 
 “Viewing pornography can also lead to unrealistic expectations about sex and can make it difficult to form relationships in the 

real world.” 

      N in th  Grade          ©Archdiocese of  Omaha  

are rules.  Create a social media 
contract, which includes 
phones.  Remember, kids will 
be tempted to use their phone 
instead of sleeping.   

 Keep the computer in a central 
location where it is easy for you 
to monitor activity. 

 Teach your kids about online 
dangers and about an online 
reputation. 

 Maybe most  importantly, be a 
good example. 

 Parenting.com 

 

the dangers of pornography: 

 It’s your responsibility to monitor 
your children’s electronic devices 
and social network aps.  Many of 
these sites have age restrictions 
but no way to enforce underage 
usage. 

 Check privacy settings, often, for 
the internet and social media sites 
to make sure they are set on the 
strictest settings.  Use filtering 
software.  

 Create ground rules; if your kids 
are old enough to be using com-
puters and social media they are 
old enough to understand there 

 

 

    

Today’s technology makes it easy for 
kids to stumble across or find por-
nography.  Here are a few steps you 
can take to protect your kids from 

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering Questions 

 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 

Handout 

 

Parenting with Grace: The Catholic Parents’ 

Guide to Raising almost Perfect Kids 

        By: Gregory and Lisa Popcak 

 

Beyond the Birds and the Bees: Raising 

Sexually Whole and Holy Kids 

        By:  Gregory and Lisa Popcak 

 

Theology of the Body for Teens: High School 

Edition, Ascension Press, 2006 

 

http://integrityrestored.com/ 

http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/

human-sexuality-formation/ 

 

(YouTube videos are 

recommended for parent viewing only) 

YouTube:  Jason Evert – How Far Is Too 
Far? 

May We Recommend... 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


The word “sophomore” means “wise fool.”  
The use of this term in academia is meant to 
remind us that having knowledge and hav-
ing the discretion to know when and how 
to use it are two different things.  Often stu-
dents at this age have left the naivety of 
their freshmen year behind, but they still 
have a lot to learn.  In some cases they may 
have learned to act in a generally virtuous 
manner or developed the ability to embrace 
certain virtues but likely have not mastered 
any of them.  This is often due to the fact 
that, while they have learned the concepts, 
they have little experience with being truly 
challenged (CCC 1803-4). 
As children gain the privilege to drive, per-
haps hold down a job, or begin to partici-
pate in adult level activities and organiza-
tions, they may begin to notice that it was 
easier to do the right thing when mom and 
dad were watching.  This is a good time to 
discuss with your child the difference be-
tween true freedom, the ability to do what 
is right, the ability to do as I want without 
regard for the good (CCC 1731, 1740).  The 
virtuous person is always free to do what is 

right, but the person with bad habits is al-
ways a slave to their emotions, whims, and 
appetites (CCC 1733, 2339).  Any person 
can know how to drive.  A license shows 
that I have trained and shown myself re-
sponsible and controlled enough to be 
trusted.  In a similar way, anyone can abuse 
their sexual powers in a variety of ways; 
only a chaste person “governs their pas-
sions and finds peace” (CCC 2339).  

Church Teaching  True Liberty 

Growing in Virtue  
Charity is also the virtue known often in 
Scripture as love.  Love as it is understood 
in the Church is not just a strong emotional 
feeling, but rather a virtue that requires self
-discipline and self-sacrifice for the sake of 
others.  St. Paul reminds us of this virtue  

 
often at weddings (1Cor. 13) when we read 
his description of true love as opposed to 
infatuation.  Genuine love is not blind.  It  
knows the costs and chooses to accept 
them, even when it means death on a cross.  
The theological virtue of hope is directed at 
our salvation.  It is a balance between des-
pair at our own wretchedness and presum-
ing that God will give us the gift of His 
glory.  The sins against this virtue are com-
mon at this age where some teens will act 
sinfully, presuming that God will forgive 
them later, while others fall into deep des-
pair and insecurity not trusting in the good 
things that God wants to give them.  The 
former will justify any action but the latter 
may fall prey to flattery and bribery.  
Knowing your children well at this stage 
will help you to help them to find the bal-
ance that is the hope God intended.  
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       Tenth Grade 

2018 

 Culture Alert… 

Factors that influence adolescents’ sexual behav-

ior lie close to home: 

Studies show- 

 Youth whose parents talk to them about 

social and moral consequences of being sex-

ually active and can convey clear standards 

are more likely to be abstinent. 

 Teens whose parents indicate a concern 

about their behavior via monitering and 

involvement are less likely to be sexually 

active. 

 Messages sent through parents’ own exam-

ple have impact on the sexual behavior of 

their children. 

Regardless of the impact of culture and peers, 

parents can and do have an effect on their chil-

dren’s sexual behavior.               Dailysignal.com 

“The Christian life 

challenges us with great 

ideals.”  Pope Francis 
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Here are some ways you can encour-
age your teen to remain abstinent: 

 Model faithfulness to being 
chaste if married, in a relation-
ship or single. 

 Create and discuss a dating poli-
cy for your teens; stick with it. 

 Help your teen set and maintain 
healthy boundaries and limits 
within relationships. 

 Help your children come up 
with “escape” signals to alert 
you when they need you to step 
in and help.  For example, they 

feel uncomfortable in a situa-
tion and they call home using a 
preplanned code word that lets 
you know they need you to 
come and pick them up or in-
tervene. 

 Use examples from TV shows, 
movies, or news stories to help 
open the door to discussions 
about sex and abstinence/the 
potential negative consequenc-
es of teen sex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents want their children to save 
sex until marriage but are unsure or 
uncomfortable talking about it.  
Some may feel hypocritical because 
they did not remain abstinent.  Some 
parents just do not  know where to 
start.   

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more.”) Your child’s response will provide you 
with insight, context and time to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  
 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When you are grown and married…” or “As Catholics, we 

believe…”) 
 If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of the exact answer. I will look it up and get back to 

you later today.”  Make sure to follow up later with an answer.  

Example: Why should I stay a virgin? 
Know the context of the question (see above guidelines) i.e.:  Did they read something or hear peers talking about it?  Are they experiencing some peer pres-
sure?  Did they see something on TV or the computer?  The information your child provides to these questions will help frame your answer in a way that is 
meaningful to him/her. 

Possible responses: 
 “Even though it may seem like a hardship right now, remaining a virgin is one of the greatest gifts you can give yourself and your 

future spouse.” 
 “And it can actually be freedom from stress. Most teens say high school is pretty tough, lots of homework and other pressures to 

deal with. By remaining chaste and abstinent you can make your life a little easier by not having to worry about the many risks 
that come from engaging in sexual behavior before marriage.” 

 Some of the risks of pre-marital sexual behavior are: 
 Getting pregnant/ fathering a child  
 Getting a bad reputation 
 Broken trust with your parents, family or friends   
 Damaging your relationship with God 
 Sexually transmitted diseases or infections  
 The emotional baggage that comes with hooking up and breaking up 
 Broken hearts 

 Staying focused: Prayer and frequent reception of the sacraments can give you the strength you need to remain chaste.  

Guidelines for Answering Questions 

 

Practical Suggestions 

The virtuous person is always 

free to do what is right. 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 

Handout 

Theology of the Body for Teens: High 

School Edition 

 By: Jason & Crystalina Evert and 

Brian Butler 

Beyond the Birds and the Bees: Raising 

Sexually Whole and Holy Kids 

 By:  Gregory and Lisa Popcak  

http://integrityrestored.com/ 

http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/

human-sexuality-formation/ 

 

(YouTube videos are recommended for 

parent viewing only) 

YouTube:  Jason Evert – What is Chastity? 

YouTube: Jason Evert – Three Keys to 
Dating 

May We Recommend... 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


In the Bible, the story of Cain and Abel 
(Genesis 4) gives us an example of the 
difference between the children of the 
world and the children of God.  Cain is the 
older and presumably stronger brother, 
but he is a man of weak faith who tries to 
hold onto the best things of this world 
while still grasping for heaven.  He 
attempts to offer a sacrifice to God from his 
harvest, but is only willing to give of the 
leftovers after he has taken the best parts 
for himself.  He is the typical man of the 
world who desires things that are pass-
ing:  fame, wealth, worldly power, and 
physical prowess.  Once gained, the world 
teaches us that we ought to use these in 
order to dominate others and to meet our 
own personal goals.  According to the 
world, even sexuality is for the sake of our 
own enjoyment; a mere plaything to be 
used at our discretion.   
                                                                                                      
At the same time, Abel, the younger broth-
er, shows us that when we achieve great 

things, the truly strong person is the one 
who has the fortitude to offer it on the altar 
of sacrifice for the greater glory of 
God.  The passage teaches us that the Chil-
dren of God are people of virtue.   The per-
son with the gift of fame is called upon to 
use it to spread the Gospel, the one with 
wealth, to lift up the poor, the one with 
knowledge, to instruct the ignorant, the 
physically strong  person to protect the 
weak (CCC 2444).  The passage also shows 
us that the only rewards that we can expect 
from the world are resentment and death.  
The Church teaching on this is clear: we 
cannot do these things alone, we are too 
weak.  In order to be strong for others we 
must first be attached to Christ (CCC 1811).  
Then it is not we who triumph over the 
world but Him in us (Gal 2:20).  

Church Teaching  Cain and Abel 

Growing in Virtue  

Students often describe their junior 
year as their most difficult.  While pru-
dence helps us to make appropriate 
judgments, fortitude is the actual cour-
age needed to carry them out.  Unfor-
tunately, the only way to grow in forti-
tude is to do difficult things.  This 
means learning self-discipline, work-
ing hard, and setting strong bounda-
ries.  Statistics also show that good ex-
amples and influences also help in this 
regard.  Be certain that you encourage 
your teenage child to build up relation-
ships with other teens that are good 
examples of virtuous behavior. 

 

Faith is the theological virtue by which 
we believe in God and his Church 
(CCC1814).  Yet, faith is more than just 
intellectual belief.  It means acting on 
that belief.  Parents can greatly aid 
their children at this stage by giving  

 

 

them an adult apprenticeship in pray-
er, communal worship, and works of 
mercy.  This requires both a personal 
relationship with Jesus and integration 
into the community of believers at 
your parish.  
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 Culture Alert… 

Analyses of reality dating programs 
indicate that references to men as 
always looking for sex occur 3.6 
times per hour , and references to 
women as sex objects occur 5.9 times 
per hour.  Particularly prominent 
are messages linking masculinity to 
sexual prowess and interest. 

    Sexual Media Content and 
Effects 

Oxford Research Encyclopedias 
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getting to know your teen’s peers 

but their parents will appreciate 

knowing their kids are safe. 

 

 Teens are driving, spending less 

time at home and more time with 

friends.  It becomes more and 

more difficult to be involved in 

their life. 

 One way to entice teens to stay 

home is to be hospitable to their 

friends.  If you are welcoming, 

it’s likely that your house will 

become THE place to hang out. 

 Supervise the activities at your 

home.  Not only will you love 

 

 

 

 

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering Questions 
 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more.”) Your child’s response will provide you 

with insight, context and time to think. 
 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  
 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When you are grown and married…” or “As Catholics, 

we believe…”). 
 If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of the exact answer. I will look it up and get back to 

you later today.” Make sure to follow up later with an answer.  

Example: Why does the Catholic Church say contraception is wrong? 
Know the context of the question i.e. “Did they read something or hear their peers talking about it?”  “Are they experiencing some peer pres-
sure?”  “Did they see something on TV or the computer?”  The information your child provides to these questions will help frame your answer in 
a way that is meaningful to him/her.  

Possible Responses: 
 “In order to best understand the Catholic Church’s teaching on contraception, let’s review what the Church teaches 

about sexual intercourse.  Sexual intercourse is a gift from God, designed by God and created for a purpose.  God’s 
purpose for intercourse is two-fold; unitive – designed to bring husband and wife closer together physically, emotion-
ally and spiritually; AND procreative – open to creating new life.“ 

 “By God’s design every act of sexual intercourse between husband and wife should be both unitive and procreative.”  
 “Contraceptives come in many forms (pills, shots, condoms, etc.) but they all have one specific purpose- to prevent or 

stop conception, to prevent new life.“  
 “When a couple uses contraception they go against God’s purpose for sexual intercourse by preventing the possibility 

of new life and by not fully accepting the other person as God created them.” 
 “Using contraception is a refusal to accept the gift of sexual intercourse as God intends it, and such a refusal can bring 

with it the negative consequences of sin like guilt, fear, separation from God and loved ones, etc.” 

 

Children of God are People               

of virtue. 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 

Handout 

Theology of the Body for Teens: High 

School Edition 

 By: Jason & Crystalina Evert  

                         and Brian Butler        

If You Really Loved Me: 100 Questions on 

Dating, Relationships and Sexual Purity 

 By: Jason Evert 

 

http://integrityrestored.com/ 

http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/

human-sexuality-formation/ 

 

(YouTube videos are recommended for 

parent viewing only) 

YouTube:  Jason Evert – Resisting the 

pressure of pointless dating 

YouTube: Jason Evert – Love Matters 

 

May We Recommend... 

“We need to see each child as a gift to be 

welcomed, cherished and protected”               

Pope Francis               

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


As seniors spend this next year preparing for 
the next stage of their God-given path in life, 
it might be reasonable to take some time with 
them in discernment of where that path will 
lead.  For the time being, most will likely de-
vote themselves to the single life but a few 
may already be preparing for a life of mar-
riage, religious life, or even a vocation to the 
priesthood.  Regardless of the path that they 
will eventually choose, it is important to stress 
that staying on the righteous path will make 
the journey far easier than wandering in the 
wilderness of the world (CCC 1804).  While 
the world tells them to “sow their oats,” the 
virtue of chastity keeps them safe now, and 
helps them to experience more fulfilling rela-
tionships later, avoiding a duplicitous life-
style.  While many people will try to justify 
premarital sex and cohabitation as “practice 
for marriage,” such choices actually help to 
practice a lifestyle that leads to infidelity and 
creates a habit of always leaving options open 
rather giving one’s self fully to another person 
(CCC 2390-2391).  By avoiding a licentious 
lifestyle now, a person can actually be faithful 
to a spouse they have yet to meet.   
In a similar way, we can also love a child that 
we have yet to conceive.  The power of our 
sexuality is not only the power to create bonds 

of unity but also the power to transmit life 
(CCC 1652).  People in our culture often use 
contraception in some form or other until they 
are ready to have children and then begin the 
practice again when they are finished.  Such 
practices are in reality saying to one’s children 
and one’s partner, “I love you, but only for the 
pleasure that you give.”  These practices tell 
the other, not with words but with actions, 
that we only love them because they are con-
venient, because they came into our lives at 
the right time, and in the right place, in the 
right way (CCC 2370).  Our culture tells us 
that when these things are not convenient, 
that we should divorce and find another 
spouse, that we should abort our children and 
replace them later when it’s more convenient.  
The role of a Christian is to teach the culture, 
“for better or worse, sickness and health, rich-
er and poorer” (CCC 1642) and “Before you 
were conceived in your mother’s womb, I 
knew you.” (Jer 1:5)  

Church Teaching  Actions and Words 

Growing in Virtue  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charity is the virtue known often in Scripture 
as love.   Love as it is understood in the Church 
is not just a strong emotional feeling but rather 
a virtue that requires self-discipline and self-
sacrifice for the sake of others.  St. Paul reminds 
us of this virtue often at weddings (1Cor 13) 
when we read his description of true love as 
opposed to infatuation.  Genuine love is not 
blind, it knows the costs and chooses to accept 
them, even when it means death on a cross.  
 

The theological virtue of hope is directed at our 
salvation.  It is a balance between despair at our 
own wretchedness and presuming that God 
will give us the gift of His glory.  The sins 
against this virtue are common at this age 
where some teens will act sinfully, presuming 
that God will forgive them later; while others 
fall into deep despair and insecurity not trust-
ing in the good things that God wants to give 
them.  The former will justify any action, but 
the later may fall prey to flattery and bribery.  
Knowing your child well at this stage will help 
you to help them to find the balance that is the 
hope God intended.  P
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 “Frequent reception of the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation helps to give 

Christians the necessary graces to lead 

a life of virtue” (CCC 1469). 

 Culture Alert… 
Cohabitation Facts: 

 Living together is considered to be 
more stressful than marriage 

 Couples who live together are at great-
er risk for divorce 

 Cohabitating couples are more likely to 
experience infidelity. 

        www.thespruce.com  
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Even though your teen will be grad-

uating from high school and may be 

leaving home for the first time: 
 Your teen needs to know that 

you love him/her, you are al-

ways ready to listen, and want 

to share in their concerns, fear 
and joys, without taking over. 

 Your teen needs you to be a 

nonjudgmental sounding board 
and compass.  Be ready to listen 

to his/her thoughts, fears, and 

dreams.  Continue to gently 

point him/her back to their faith.  

Continue to model your family 

values. 
 Make time for each other and be 

ready for your teen to do more 

of the talking. 

Practical Suggestions 

Guidelines for Answering Questions 

 

Circle of Grace Parenting and Sexuality 

Handout 

 

How to Find Your Soulmate Without 

Losing Your Soul 

    By: Jason and Crystalina Evert 

If You Really Loved Me: 100 Questions on 

Dating, Relationships and Sexual Purity 

   By: Jason Evert 

 

ttp://integrityrestored.com/ 

http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/

human-sexuality-formation/ 

 

(YouTube videos are recommended for  

 parent preview/approval before teen 

  viewing) 

YouTube:  Jason Evert – Resisting the 

pressure of pointless dating 

YouTube:  Jason Evert – Love Matters 

YouTube: Jason Evert – Off the Hook 
Dating 101/ SEEK 2015 

May We Recommend... 

 Ask for more information before answering, (i.e. “Why do you ask?”, or “Tell me more.”) Your child’s response 
will provide you with insight, context and time to think. 

 Pause to ask God for the wisdom and grace to provide an appropriate answer.  
 Phrase your answer in the context of your family’s Catholic values (i.e. “When you are grown and married…” or 

“As Catholics, we believe…”). 
 If you don’t know the answer, say “That’s a great question but I’m not sure of the exact answer. I will look it up 

and get back to you later today.” Make sure to follow up later with an answer.  
Example: I want to save sex for marriage but how can I when all my friends are having sex ? 
Know the context of the question (see above guidelines) i.e.:  Are they experiencing some peer pressure?  Did they see something 
on TV or the computer? The information your child provides to these questions will help frame your answer in a way that is 
meaningful to him/her.  
Possible Responses:  
 “We’re proud of you for making this decision and we know, if you ask, God will give you the strength to stick 

with it.” 
 “It may be true that some of your friends are having sex, but some may be exaggerating. National surveys report 

that 59% of 12th graders are not having sex.” 
 “Regardless, you are making a positive choice for chastity and abstinence in a world that says sex outside of mar-

riage is okay.“ 
 “To keep this commitment you’ll need friends who at least support you and at best share the same commitment.” 
 “You’ll also need to be particular about whom you date. It will be easier to keep your commitment if you date oth-

ers .who also choose chastity and abstinence.” 
 “Remember, prayer and frequent reception of the Sacraments will help you remain strong.” 

One day, when my children are 

grown, I hope they still come  

through that front door without knocking.   

I hope they head to the kitchen for a                                                      

snack, and rifle through the mail 

looking for a magazine they always read. 

I hope they come in and feel  

the weight of  

adulthood leave them, for they are  

home. For my children, my door  

 will forever be open! 

http://integrityrestored.com/
http://integrityrestored.com/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/
http://family.archomaha.org/respecting-life/human-sexuality-formation/


 
 

Parent Opt-Out Form for Grade Level Safe Environment Program Participation (2020) 

 

Parent Opt-Out Form for Grade Level Safe Environment Program 

Participation 

 
 

Parish/School Name             

 

Child(ren)       Grade Level & Classroom Teacher  

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print) 

 

              

 

I understand that the Archdiocese of Milwaukee requires my parish/school to provide lessons to 

each child in grades K4 – 12th on personal safety issues as part of the safe environment program 

for children.   

 

I understand that these lessons are not a sexual education program.     

 

I understand that by signing this form I am declining to have my child(ren) participate in the 

grade level safe environment program for children. 

 

I understand the lesson plan will be provided to me by the parish/school, and that I will be 

responsible for teaching the lesson to my child. 

 

 

              

Signature of parent/guardian         Date  
 
 
 

A copy of this opt-out form must be kept on file at the parish/school. 

 

Opt-Out Form Received by Parish/School on         

 

Lesson Materials provided to  

parent/guardian by email/mail/in-person on          

 

Notes:  

 



-2023  41 
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Office of Catechesis and Youth Ministry
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Phone: (414)-758-2242; (414)-758-2256 • Website: www.archmil.org
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In this document, the Grade-Specific Religious Education Curriculum for the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee is described for each grade level, 4-year-old preschool 

through grade 8.  The curriculum identifies core religious education concepts for each 
grade level and expresses these in competency-based language.

The curriculum for each grade level is organized around four parts of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church: Creed (What the Church Believes), Liturgy and Sacraments (What the 
Church Celebrates), Moral Life (How the Church Lives), and Christian Prayer (How the 
Church Prays).  Scripture is integrated into all four areas of learning.

Creed refers primarily to doctrines, dogmas, and creeds.  Liturgy and Sacraments refers to 
the sacraments, liturgical seasons, and feasts of the Church Year.  Moral Life describes the 
moral values contained in the Commandments and Beatitudes, those major codes which 
guide the lives of Catholic Christians.  Christian Prayer describes forms of prayer a child 
should know, experience, and/or memorize.

The characteristics of children at each grade level are included to emphasize the 
importance of age-appropriate curriculum. 

It is our hope that this Grade-Specific Religious Education Curriculum provides concise 
descriptors that identify what is to be learned and lived as we share the treasure of our 
faith with our children on the life-long journey of being disciples of Jesus Christ.

 Introduction
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|   CREED   |

We believe that the doctrine of the Church is articulated in its creeds. These truths we profess as Catholic Christians flow 
from Scripture and embody a rich Tradition passed down from the first followers of Jesus Christ. The Tradition is God’s 
revelation through time. An understanding of these beliefs provides the foundation of a faith development for children.

Students will:
• Articulate basic beliefs of the Catholic faith. 
• Know the history of the Catholic Church. 
• Integrate knowledge of the Communion of Saints through understanding of Mary and the saints. 
• Understand that the Church is the community of believers into which they are baptized and called to discipleship.

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

We believe as Catholic Christians that the Liturgical Year with its seasons and feasts celebrates God’s presence in the cycle 
of human life. As a community of faith we are invited into the liturgical and sacramental life of the Church.

Students will:
• Understand and live the communal nature of Church by participating in Sunday Eucharist. 
• Participate in the sacraments meaningfully and freely. 
• Recognize and celebrate the liturgical seasons and feasts.

|   MORAL LIFE   |

We believe we are called to a moral life that embodies Jesus Christ’s example of faithfulness, forgiveness, compassion, 
justice, and service.

Students will:
• Make moral choices guided by the Commandments and the Beatitudes. 
• Develop a conscience informed by knowledge of Scripture and the Tradition of the Church. 
• Be grounded in an understanding of Catholic Social Teaching. 
• Grow in appreciation of the diversity of humankind, recognizing that all persons are made in the image and   
 likeness of God.

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

We believe prayer is integral to the Christian life. It sustains and nurtures our relationship with God, enlightens our 
relationships with others, and provides a greater sense of well-being.

Students will:
• Express their innermost thoughts and feelings to God through prayer, both formal and informal. 
• Value private and communal prayer.

 Philosophy and Goals
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|   CREED   |

• Learns God loves him or her 
• Recognizes Jesus was part of a  family with Mary and Joseph 
• Identifies God as creator of the world and all living things 
• Learns all people are God’s children 
• Is introduced to angels through Bible stories 
• Knows we gather in Church as God’s family 
• Identifies the Bible as a book that has stories about God (Creation: Gn 1-2; The Birth of Jesus: Lk 2: 1-14)

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Recognizes some Christian symbols; e.g., candles, water, cross 
• Experiences Advent as a time of preparation and waiting for Christmas 
• Recognizes Christmas as the birth of Jesus 
• Recognizes that the story of Christmas tells about the birth of Jesus (Lk 2: 1-14, Mt 2: 7-12)  
• Recognizes that the story of Easter tells about the resurrection of Jesus (Mt 26-28; Mk 14-16: 1-8; Lk 22-24: 1-12;   
 Jn 13-20: 1-18)

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Understands all God’s creation needs care 
• Learns that Jesus shows God’s goodness 
• Identifies saints as people who have a special love for God 
• Knows that God loves each individual person 
• Understands that God teaches us to love one another 
• Recognizes the importance of sharing with others 
• Understands helping others is a way to show love 
• Recognizes the importance of saying, “I’m sorry”

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Identifies prayer as talking to God 
• Recognizes God as creator 
• Understands church is a special place deserving of respectful behavior 
• Experiences different types of prayer; e.g., thanksgiving, petition, silence, praise, song 
• Recognizes music and song as forms of prayer 
• Knows prayer begins with the Sign of the Cross  
• Recognizes different prayer postures 
• Understands the Bible should be handled with special care

PRESCHOOL (FOUR-YEAR-OLD) Expectations
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|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A PRESCHOOL (FOUR-YEAR-OLD) CHILD   |

• Sits still for a limited amount of time unless highly motivated 
• Enjoys manipulative play and projects 
• Is a sensory learner 
• Is imaginative and creative 
• Enjoys stories, rhyming, and nonsense songs and poems 
• Can be aggressive and explosive due to emotional immaturity 
• Likes to make choices and begins to see the wisdom of rules 
• Is developing sensitivity to the feelings and attitudes of adults 
• Needs experiences where he/she feels respected, is given freedom, and can succeed 
• Needs to be affirmed when he/she shows kindness and friendliness 
• Benefits from opportunities to practice thoughtfulness 
• Lacks understanding of cause-and-effect relationships and intentional or unintentional    actions 
• Sees the world predominantly from his/her own point of view and developmentally is still very self-centered 
• Needs encouragement to share possessions with others but does not want to be forced 
• Enjoys celebrations and being part of a group 
• Is capable of beginning to understand God’s love by experiencing human love 
• Benefits from experiences that can raise awareness and appreciation of God’s creation 
• Can use signs and symbols as a basis for liturgical awareness 
• Needs to have demonstrated to him/her that God made each child unique and special 
• Knows that prayer can be talking to God in his/her own words

PRESCHOOL (FOUR-YEAR-OLD) Expectations
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|   CREED   |

• Learns God loves all people 
• Recognizes all creation came from God’s love 
• Understands God’s special gift to us is his son Jesus 
• Learns that Jesus shows us how to love one another 
• Is introduced to the Trinity as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
• Learns the church is a special place for God’s family 
• Identifies saints as people who have died and are now happy with God 
• Identifies angels as messengers of God; e.g., Shepherds and Angels (Lk 2: 8-20)

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Recognizes that Christian symbols are used in prayer (water, candles, cross) 
• Knows that Advent is a time of waiting and preparing for Christmas 
• Knows that Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus 
• Experiences Lent as a special time of prayer and sacrifice 
• Knows Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus 
• Learns about some saints and their feast days 
• Learns that through Baptism we become children of God 
• Begins to say, “I’m sorry” and “I forgive you” (as a foundation for later learning about Reconciliation) 
• Is able to imitate gestures at Mass 
• Recognizes that the story of Christmas describes the birth of Jesus and comes from the Bible (Lk 2: 1-14; Mt 2: 7-12) 
• Learns about the story of the Last Supper 
• Recognizes that the story of Easter describes the resurrection of Jesus and comes from the Bible (Mt 26-28; Mk   
 14-16: 1-8; Lk 22-24: 1-12; Jn 13-20: 1-18)

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Understands God calls us to care for all of creation 
• Knows that God’s rules teach us to love one another 
• Identifies that doing good is acting like Jesus 
• Recognizes the need to respect all people 
• Recognizes ways to respect and love others 
• Practices ways to share with others 
• Participates in helping and serving others 
• Learns that saints lived God’s love by showing concern for others 
• Expresses thankfulness for God’s love 
• Demonstrates the ability to apologize appropriately 
• Is familiar with the stories of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10: 30-37); Golden Rule (Lk 6: 31); Loaves and Fishes (Jn 6: 1-15;   
 Lk 9: 12-17; Mk 6: 34-44; Mt 14: 13-21); Jesus Blessing the Little Children (Mt 19: 13-15; Mk 10: 13-16; Lk 18: 15-17)

KINDERGARTEN (FIVE-YEAR-OLD) Expectations



|   7   |

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Participates in different forms of prayer; e.g., thanksgiving, petition, silence, praise, song 
• Experiences talking to God through spontaneous prayer 
• Experiences short periods of silence as a form of prayer 
• Participates in the Sign of the Cross to begin prayer and memorizes the words and movements to the  
 Sign of the Cross  
• Shares in the rituals of prayer; e.g., before meals and bedtime 
• Practices various hand postures in prayer 
• Begins to learn the Our Father as the prayer Jesus taught us in the Bible

|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A KINDERGARTEN CHILD   |

• Learns through active involvement 
• Learns through repetition and review 
• Is curious and eager to learn 
• Begins to distinguish fantasy from reality 
• Listens and follows two- and three-step directions 
• Is able to remain focused on tasks (15 minutes) 
• Thinks literally 
• Needs to feel that God made each child unique and special 
• Needs to feel loved and accepted by others 
• Needs individual attention and praise for accomplishments 
• Desires to feel independent but needs support and guidance 
• Begins to show concern for others 
• Learns to show concern for others through role-playing and adult modeling 
• Prefers social play 
• Learns to cooperate in a group 
• Needs reassurance of God’s love through trust relationships with caring adults 
• Needs a sense of belonging in the family, class and Church 
• Has a sense of wonder about God’s creation 
• Shows thankfulness for God’s creation 
• Is ready for exposure to Scripture and a variety of prayer experiences

KINDERGARTEN (FIVE-YEAR-OLD) Expectations



|   8   |

|   CREED   |

• Recognizes Mary’s special role as Jesus’ mother 
• Learns God sent us Jesus to show us how to love 
• Recognizes Mary, Joseph, and Jesus as the Holy Family 
• Identifies the Trinity as God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
• Begins to understand the Holy Spirit is with us and helps us to love God 
• Learns we are part of God’s larger family, the Church 
• Learns about saints and their feast days 
• Learns that every person has a Guardian Angel 
• Recognizes God wants us to be happy with him in heaven 
• Knows the Bible is the story of God and his people; e.g., Blessing the Children (Mt 19: 13-15; Mk 10: 13-16; Lk   
 18: 15-17); Easter (Mt 26-28; Mk 14-16: 1-8; Lk 22-24: 1-12; Jn 13-20; 1-18)

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Continues to learn Christian symbols and sacramentals, such as ashes, palms, oil 
• Recognizes important liturgical seasons, such as Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter 
• Celebrates some saints’ feast days 
• Recognizes the sacraments as special signs of God’s love 
• Recognizes that Baptism welcomes us into God’s family, the Church 
• Is able to recall the story of Christmas (Lk 2: 1-14, Mt  2: 7-12) 
• Is able to recall the story of Easter (Jesus died, was buried, and rose from the dead) 
• Learns about Jesus’ Last Supper as foundation for later learning about the Eucharist (Mt 26: 17-29, Mk 14: 12-26,   
 Lk 22: 7-20) 
• Knows that God’s family gathers at Mass to thank and praise God 
• Joins in prayers at Mass; e.g., the Sign of the Cross, response prayers, Our Father

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Demonstrates ways to care for others and creation 
• Demonstrates ability to share with others  
• Exhibits respect for various cultures, races, languages, and abilities 
• Demonstrates service through organized activities 
• Recognizes saints as people who model Jesus’ love 
• Understands the need for peaceful interactions with others 
• Identifies the two Great Commandments Jesus gave: love God and love others as ourselves 
• Identifies how he/she loves God, self, and others 
• Recognizes that telling the truth is good and necessary 
• Recognizes that choosing to break God’s rules of love is sin 
• Recognizes God created us able to choose to do right or wrong 
• Knows the story of Creation (Gn 1-2) 
• Recognizes stories of Jesus loving and helping people (Mk 8: 22-26, Lk 17: 11-19)

GRADE LEVEL 1 Expectations



|   9   |

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Experiences prayer as both talking and listening to God 
• Recognizes that the church building is a house of prayer 
• Expresses love of God (praise) and personal needs (petition) in spontaneous prayer 
• Is introduced to traditional prayers and devotions such as the Rosary and the Way of the Cross 
• Memorizes and prays the Our Father and Glory Be to the Father (Doxology) 
• Demonstrates different gestures/postures for prayer 
• Recognizes common devotions and rituals: Advent wreath, holy water blessing, Rosary, and the Way of the Cross 
• References the Bible as God’s special book 
• Is familiar with and articulates in a simple way the meaning of the Our Father (Mt 6: 9-13, Lk 11: 1-4) 
• Is familiar with and articulates in a simple way the meaning of the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
• Is familiar with and articulates some stories of the miracles of Jesus 

|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A FIRST GRADE CHILD   |   

• Experiences being special 
• Recognizes that he/she belongs to a family 
• Appreciates and thanks God for the special gifts of the senses 
• Recognizes that friends and family are special 
• Helps others and is open to others helping them 
• Experiences family rituals and activities 
• Experiences forgiveness in daily life 
• Recognizes that he/she belongs to the family of God 
• Experiences going to church with family weekly 
• Shows respect for others 
• Begins awareness of social justice issues

GRADE LEVEL 1 Expectations



|   10   |

|   CREED   |

• Understands Mary is the Mother of God and our mother 
• Describes Jesus as the Son of God who shows us God’s love 
• Understands the Church models the way Jesus lived 
• Knows the Church is built on the person and teaching of Jesus Christ 
• Knows that Jesus died to save us from our sins 
• Knows the Resurrection is God raising Jesus from the dead 
• Retells stories of the lives of relevant saints 
• Looks to saints as examples of heroes and heroines 
• Knows that the Bible is made up of many books  
• Knows that God speaks to us through the Bible 
• Is familiar with The Good Shepherd (Jn 10: 1-18); The Great Commandments (Mt 22: 37-39)

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Names the seven sacraments as special signs of God's love  
• Knows the symbols of Baptism (water, candle, oil, white garment) 
• Knows that Baptism and Eucharist are two Sacraments of Initiation 
• Recalls and learns about one’s own Baptism 
• Knows the Sacrament of Reconciliation grants God’s healing forgiveness 
• Is prepared to participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
• Recognizes the connection between the Last Supper and Mass (Mt 26: 17-19, 26-28) 
• Recognizes that Eucharist is Christ’s body and blood in the form of  bread and wine; i.e., the real presence of Christ 
• Knows the importance of gathering regularly with God’s family at Mass to worship and ask for God’s blessings 
• Recognizes the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist as parts of the Mass 
• Knows the practice of fasting one hour prior to receiving communion and the importance of being free from   
 serious sin 
• Is prepared to receive Holy Communion with reverence 
• Can identify items found in a church worship space (including, but not limited to baptismal font, altar, chalice,     
 tabernacle) 
• Knows some elements of celebrating liturgical seasons such as Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter (colors,   
 Advent wreath, crib, fasting, almsgiving) 
• Connects celebrations of the Liturgical Year with events in Scripture from Christ's life (Christmas, Lk 2: 1-14, Mt   
 2: 7-12; The Last Supper, Mt 26: 17-19, 26-28, Lk 22: 14-20; the Crucifixion, Lk 23: 33-49; Easter, Jn 20: 1-18, Lk   
 24: 13-35)

GRADE LEVEL 2 Expectations



|   11   |

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Expresses care for others and creation 
• Chooses ways to share with others 
• Models respect for various cultures, races, languages, and abilities 
• Recognizes the need for outreach and service within the community 
• Identifies the lives of saints as examples of how to live like Jesus 
• Demonstrates basic peacemaking skills 
• Understands that by being loving, kind, forgiving, and helpful, one is modeling Jesus 
• Understands that love of God is inseparable from love of neighbor 
• Distinguishes the difference between accident, mistake, and sin 
• Understands that sin harms or breaks our relationship with God 
• Describes sin as making deliberate choices not to love God, self, or others and recognizes our free choice to do   
 right or wrong 
• Recognizes that avoiding evil and choosing love forms our conscience 
• Practices examining his/her conscience in preparation for Reconciliation 
• Knows the Ten Commandments are God’s laws that teach us to love God and others 
• Is familiar with and articulates in a simple way the meaning of the Prodigal Son (Lk 15: 11-24); the Parable of the   
 Lost Sheep (Mt 18: 12–14, Lk 15: 3–7); Washing of the Feet (Jn 13: 1-17); the Ten Commandments (Ex 20: 1-17)

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Identifies prayer as raising one’s mind and heart to God 
• Is introduced to the presence of the Holy Spirit inspiring us in prayer 
• Understands prayer as a daily practice 
• Recognizes the importance of praying as a family 
• Memorizes the Hail Mary and Act of Contrition 
• Prays the Nicene Creed and Apostles Creed as a group 
• Celebrates rituals, devotions, and activities; e.g., the Advent calendar, Jesse Tree, Easter symbols 
• Identifies the Bible as God’s special book and can share stories in it that demonstrate God’s love

|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A SECOND GRADE CHILD   | 

• Appreciates family members and recognizes one’s uniqueness within the family 
• Likes to participate and takes responsibility for his/her own actions as a member of a community  
 (school, teams, groups) 
• Experiences family activities and rituals 
• Knows that he/she is special 
• Experiences forgiveness in daily life 
• Recognizes that he/she belongs to the family of God 
• Experiences going to church weekly with the family 
• Helps others and is open to being helped 
• Can focus for longer periods of time 
• Likes to help with some routine chores 
• Enjoys family outings

GRADE LEVEL 2 Expectations



|   12   |

|   CREED   |

• Describes God the Father as Creator, God the Son as Savior and Redeemer, God the Holy Spirit as Helper   
 and Sanctifier 
• Understands Jesus is our Savior and that “Jesus” means “God Saves” 
• Describes Jesus’ mission as proclaiming the Good News and bringing about the Kingdom of God 
• Understands in a simple way that God the Father raised Jesus from the dead through the power of the Holy Spirit 
• Identifies the pope and bishops as leaders of the Catholic Church 
• Understands in a simple way the Paschal Mystery and that Jesus died to save us from our sins 
• Tells the stories of several saints and describes the qualities of the saints 
• Names Jesus’ twelve apostles 
• Knows Mary as the Mother of Jesus, as our mother, and as the Church’s model of faith and charity 
• Recognizes that death will lead to union with God (heaven) or separation from God (hell) 
• Knows that we  become members of the Church through Baptism 
• Defines the words/terms “creed” and “Communion of Saints” 
• Identifies Biblical Citation as Book, Chapter, and Verse 
• Begins to practice finding passages in the Bible 
• Knows the difference between the Old and New Testaments 
• Can give an example of Jesus’ miracles from Scripture; e.g., Wedding Feast at Cana (Jn 2: 1-11), Jesus Healing the   
 Lepers (Lk 17: 11-19), Loaves and Fishes (Jn 6: 1-13), Walking on Water and Calming the Sea (Mt 14: 22-33;   
 Mk 6: 45-51)

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Describes the primary symbols/gestures of each of the seven sacraments 
• Explains the seasons of the Liturgical Year 
• Exhibits understanding of the Easter Season 
• Recognizes Holy Days of Obligation as special days of celebration in the Church 
• Experiences activities involved in the liturgical seasons and feasts  
• Knows that the sacraments are signs of God’s grace given by Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit 
• Experiences Reconciliation as healing forgiveness 
• Categorizes the sacraments into: Sacraments of Initiation, Sacraments of Healing, and Sacraments at the Service   
 of Communion 
• Tells the stories of Jesus’ passion, death, resurrection; the Emmaus Story (Lk 24: 13-35), the Story of Pentecost   
 (Acts 2: 1-12) 
• Knows the significance of God the Father as Abba, as addressed by Jesus in the Bible  
• Knows the difference between the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist in the Mass 
• Recognizes the essential importance of regular, active participation at Sunday Eucharist 
• Identifies the different roles during Mass (priest, deacon, lector, servers, cantors, assembly, etc.) 
• Describes the use of items found in a church worship space 

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Describes how sin hurts the whole community 
• Introduced to and begins to understand the two pillars of Love in Action: Charity (direct service) and Justice   
 (social change)  
• Recognizes people who demonstrate stewardship in parish, community, and world 
• Describes and shows evidence of what it means to be a peacemaker (opposes discrimination, bullying, prejudice)  
• Recognizes the seven Corporal and seven Spiritual Works of Mercy 

GRADE LEVEL 3 Expectations



|   13   |

• Is familiar with the Theological Virtues: Faith, Hope, and Love/Charity as virtues of discipleship  
• Knows the two Great Commandments 
• Articulates a simple meaning of each of the Ten Commandments and gives examples of how to follow them 
• Begins to recognize the difference between mortal and venial sin 
• Describes God’s grace as helping restore the damage of sin 
• Knows that when we confess our sins, God forgives us

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Understands what rituals and devotions are and can provide examples of each 
• Understands that we pray with the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
• Is able to pray daily and name the types of prayer 
• Is introduced to the  Stations of the Cross 
• Is introduced to the Rosary 
• Knows that prayer is vital to love for Christ and should be practiced daily 
• Identifies and writes prayers of praise, thanksgiving, contrition, blessing, and petition (Prayers of the Faithful) 
• Understands and prays prayers already memorized: the Our Father, Hail Mary, and Act of Contrition 
• Prays the Apostles Creed as a group 
• Memorizes the Hail Holy Queen  
• Recognizes a Psalm as a form of prayer found in the Bible 
• Is familiar with Jesus’ teaching about prayer in the Scriptures; e.g., Mt 6: 5-15; Mk 11: 24; Lk 11: 1-13 
• Identifies ways that God’s creation can help us pray and connects creation to personal prayer experiences 

|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A THIRD GRADE CHILD   | 

• Expresses opinions and feelings about God and the Church. 
• Enjoys Bible stories and stories about the lives of the saints 
• Is becoming aware of the struggle between good and evil in the world and sometimes also in their own lives 
• Prays in a way that may be self-centered but is sincere and offered in faith 
• Shows a high level of energy and willingness to tackle almost anything 
• Tends to be less cautious than younger children 
• Begins to act more responsibly 
• Begins to judge situations and considers what can happen to him/her 
• Deepens understanding of forgiveness and healing 
• Develops ability to feel empathy and compassion 
• Displays considerable curiosity 
• Shows increased self-confidence 
• Develops close friendships 
• Looks forward to school for social and academic reasons 
• Wants to belong to a group 
• Likes to read and write for pleasure and entertainment 
• Needs supportive reinforcement from parents and other adults 
• Experiences family rituals and activities 
• Acquires computer skills and a developing understanding of technology 
• Enjoys video games and other electronic entertainment

GRADE LEVEL 3 Expectations



|   14   |

|   CREED   |

• Understands that God reveals himself gradually to us 
• Describes the goodness of God’s creation and how God cares for it 
• Understands grace as a sharing of God’s life 
• Understands that “Incarnation” means that God became human 
• Understands that Jesus lived, suffered, and died for us, and that we will rise with Christ to new life after death 
• Understands that Christ’s death and resurrection were part of God’s plan 
• Articulates that the Holy Spirit is our helper and guide in making good choices 
• Understands Church as a community of worship, witness, and service which carries on the work and mission of   
 Christ 
• Knows that the Trinity was fully revealed to Jesus’ disciples at Pentecost 
• Demonstrates how saints are models of love and mercy 
• Understands that Mary is the Mother of God as she is the Mother of Jesus  
• Understands that our faith is Trinitarian as expressed in Baptism 
• Identifies various saints as role models of peace and love in the world and makes the connections between their   
 stories and one’s personal experiences 
• Demonstrates the ability to locate passages in the Bible 
• Understands that Scripture is God’s word to us 
• Understands that the story of Adam and Eve describes how our first parents sinned against God 
• Is familiar with and able to describe the following Scripture passages about God’s love for us, our love for others,   
 and our need for mercy and forgiveness: Ten Commandments (Ex 20: 2-17); Beatitudes (Mt 5: 1-12); Good    
 Samaritan (Lk 10: 25-37); Prodigal Son (Lk 15: 11-24). 
• Knows the meaning of the covenant with Noah, Abraham and Moses (Gn 9: 1-3, 17: 1-9; Ex 19: 1-8)

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Develops a deeper familiarity with the dominant symbols and gestures of the sacraments  
• Has a growing understanding of the Liturgical Year and the symbolic colors of each season 
• Names the Holy Days of Obligation 
• Identifies the significance of practices involved in the liturgical seasons and feasts 
• Understands that the sacraments are signs of grace and encounters with Jesus Christ 
• Celebrates Reconciliation as a sacrament of conversion, God’s forgiveness, mercy, and love 
• Recognizes the value of and knows how to examine one’s conscience 
• Knows how to celebrate Rite I and II of the Sacrament of Reconciliation and can articulate the communal    
 dimension of sin and forgiveness 
• Expresses sorrow for sins in a prayer of contrition 
• Celebrates the Eucharist as a sacrament of the Church’s unity 
• Knows the essential importance of regular participation in Sunday Eucharist, knowing that it is a celebration of   
 the Paschal Mystery 
• Explains the ways Christ is present at Mass

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Recognizes conscience as the inner ability to judge between good and bad when making choices  
• Identifies the seven Capital Sins 
• Realizes that temptation is a pull toward something we know is sinful, and is a part of everyone’s life 
• Follows Catholic Social Teaching by reaching out to others through positive words and actions 
• Defines holiness as the call of all Christians  

GRADE LEVEL 4 Expectations



|   15   |

• Describes the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy as ways of responding to the needs of others 
• Is introduced to the four Cardinal Virtues:  prudence, justice, temperance, and fortitude 
• Can articulate the Ten Commandments using the traditional formula 
• Knows Jesus’ two Great Commandments of love are a Christian’s way of life 
• Responds to the Ten Commandments as rules to help us live God’s life of love (Ex 20: 2-17) 
• Learns the Beatitudes as a way of life modeled by Christ to bring happiness (Mt 5: 1-12) 
• Realizes that original sin is the human condition into which we are all born 
• Distinguishes between mortal (serious) and venial sin 
• Recognizes the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit  (Is 11: 2)

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Is able to define the creeds as the statements of Catholic beliefs  
• Can compare and contrast communal prayer and private prayer 
• Distinguishes different types of personal and communal prayer 
• Prays the Rosary as a group 
• Understands that daily prayer connects us to and builds our relationship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
• Understands and prays the following: the Our Father, Hail Mary, Act of Contrition, Glory Be, Hail Holy Queen 
• Memorizes The Apostles Creed 
• Is introduced to The Nicene Creed 
• Prays using the Psalms 
• Shows understanding of Jesus’ Passion and Death through participation in the Stations of the Cross 
• Engages in personal and communal prayer

|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A FOURTH GRADE CHILD   | 

• Is growing in a personal sense of right and wrong that often expresses itself in judgments of what is “unfair” or unjust 
• Begins to consider moral questions in terms of motives as well as consequences 
• Enjoys participating in liturgies and prayer services 
• May show increasing concern about people who are hungry, homeless, or poor 
• Is becoming able to make up spontaneous prayers and litanies 
• Demonstrates an interest in the wider world 
• Grows in awareness of justice and fair play 
• Exhibits awareness of self as an individual and as a member of a group 
• Recognizes the need for guidelines and rules 
• Acts more independently and confidently 
• Begins to think of larger issues; e.g., environment, prejudice, violence, etc. 
• Enjoys reading, listening to, and participating in stories as well as role playing 
• Develops friendships with members of the same sex 
• Learns from observations as well as direct teaching 
• Is able to use technology to obtain information and to communicate with others 
• Displays curiosity about life, nature, and people 
• Desires to share and do things with others 
• Develops an awareness that life requires making choices 
• Is significantly influenced by teens and pre-teens in popular culture; e.g., music, television, movies

GRADE LEVEL 4 Expectations



|   16   |

|   CREED   |

• Understands the Nicene and Apostles Creeds as statements of Catholic belief 
• Knows that God is the Creator, all-powerful, who made the world good 
• Explains how environment is God's creation and is ours to respect 
• Knows and expresses belief that Jesus is the Son of God,  the Word Made Flesh, and our Redeemer 
• Knows the meaning of the Ascension and that Jesus will come again to judge the living and the dead 
• Knows that the Holy Spirit works as Sanctifier in the Church and in the lives of people 
• Understands that the “Kingdom/Reign of God” is reflected in the good that happens in the world 
• Identifies ways that the Church carries on the mission of Jesus under the leadership of the pope and the bishops 
• Explains the Communion of Saints 
• Explains that the Assumption celebrates Mary taken to heaven, body and soul 
• Identifies past and present Christian role models; e.g., patron saints 
• Knows after death comes judgment which leads to heaven, hell, or purgatory 
• Knows an overview of the Bible, understanding that the Old Testament is fulfilled in the New Testament 
• Is able to locate and read from the Bible the stories for this age group; e.g., both versions of The Creation Story (Gn 1-2) 
• Knows that the human race has a common origin reflected in the Adam and Eve story  

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Knows and explains the names, meanings, signs, gestures, and symbols of each of the seven sacraments 
• Summarizes why the sacraments were given to the Church by Christ and how they impact our daily lives 
• Articulates the meaning of the Sacraments of Initiation, Sacraments of Healing, and Sacraments at the Service of   
 Communion 
• Knows that Baptism forgives original and personal sin through the story of Nicodemus (Jn 3: 1-21)  
• Knows that the baptized share in the priesthood of Christ 
• Recognizes Christ's presence at Mass: in the assembly, the priest-presider, the proclamation of the Word, and especially   
 in the consecrated bread and wine 
• Continues to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation after an examination of conscience  
• Understands the healing power of Christ in the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick (Jas 5: 14-15) 
• Understands the Sacrament of Holy Orders as the way Christ continues to preach and sanctify 
• Identifies the three degrees of Holy Orders: bishop, priest (presbyter), deacon 
• Understands that in the Sacrament of Matrimony, the family is seen as the “Domestic Church”  
• Locates and understands Scripture passages related to the sacraments; e.g., Eucharist (Mt 26: 26-30; Mk 14: 22-26; Lk   
 22: 7-38; I Co 11: 23-26), Reconciliation (Jn 20: 19-23), Holy Matrimony (Mt 19: 5; Eph 5: 25, 31-33)  
• Explains the purpose and use of items in a church 
• Demonstrates knowledge of the liturgical calendar by explaining the seasons of the Church Year, their meanings   
 and colors 
• Recognizes the meaning and celebration of the Sacred Triduum and Easter as our central feast 
• Understands that Christmas is the celebration of the Incarnation 
• Understands the meaning and origin of Pentecost (Acts 2: 1-12) 
• Identifies the Holy Days of Obligation and explains their meaning 
• Participates in preparing a celebration for a particular season or feast

GRADE LEVEL 5 Expectations



|   17   |

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Understands that the presence of sin or evil in the world is “original sin” into which we are all born 
•  Recognizes attitudes and actions that are sinful or selfish 
•  Realizes that all choices have consequences and are to be made in light of Gospel values; e.g., Good Samaritan (Lk 10:   
 25-37) 
•  Acts out of the belief that mercy and justice are essential to Christian living 
•  Identifies the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy being practiced within their community  
•  Identifies the Theological and Cardinal Virtues and recognizes people who demonstrate them 
•  Practices forgiving and being forgiven 
•  Begins to be aware of the need for ongoing conversion 
•  Knows stories of forgiveness in Bible; e.g., The Unforgiving Steward (Mt 18: 21-33); Lost Sheep (Lk 15: 1-7); Prodigal   
    Son (Lk 15: 11-24)

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Understands the difference between the Mass, communal prayer, and private prayer 
• Creates and participates in a prayer service involving Scriptures and prayers; e.g., the Our Father, Hail Mary, Apostles   
 Creed, Act of Contrition, Glory Be, Rosary, Stations of the Cross 
• Is introduced to meditation by experiences that engage thought, imagination, emotion, and desire 
• Prays in harmony with the seasons of the Church Year 
• Composes prayers of praise, thanksgiving, contrition, and petition (Prayers of the Faithful) 
• Is introduced to spontaneous prayer 
• Prays the Nicene Creed as a group   
• Identifies when the Psalms are said or sung during Mass and can explain why 
• Uses Scripture as a source of prayer/reflection 
• Researches saints and relates their lives to one’s own life 
• Prays to the saints asking for their intercession

|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A FIFTH GRADE CHILD   | 

• Can be critical of adults who appear to be insincere in their faith 
• Begins to think about questions of ethics and morality in the context of love, loyalty, promises, etc. 
• Can perform special roles in the liturgy and prayer services 
• Is becoming open to learning about other cultures and may be more accepting of differences in others 
• Has the capacity to be reflective and is more inclined than younger children to look inward   
• Transitions into puberty with rapid physical and emotional changes 
• Demonstrates marked differences between boys and girls and even among the same gender 
• Becomes aware of past, present, and future community experiences 
• Belongs to one or more groups because of commitments; e.g., sports, fun, service 
• Belongs to peer groups who often develop their own codes of behavior 
• Begins to make choices independent of adults 
• Recognizes signs and symbols in games, sports, clothes, and professions 
• Appreciates and develops personal talents and abilities 
• Practices problem-solving 
• Begins to be aware of different customs and rituals among people 
• Values success in sports and is influenced by sports figures

GRADE LEVEL 5 Expectations



|   18   |

|   CREED   |

• Can identify and comment upon the basic concepts of the Creed 
• Is able to relate the concept of God as creator and the plan of human salvation revealed by God 
• Can provide a critical description of the creation stories as revealing God’s plan for humanity 
• Can relate the history of Israel as the template for salvation in Christ 
• Knows that the Old Testament covenants find their culmination in Christ 
• Understands Church as Body of Christ and People of God 
• Identifies and understands the diversity of ministries within the Church  
• Can discuss the roles of Scripture and Tradition in Catholic life 
• Uses relevant theological vocabulary associated with an introduction to Bible study; e.g., religious truth,    
 genealogy, covenant, salvation history, revelation 
• Can summarize key Bible passages related to salvation history 
• Is able to use the Bible as a source for understanding the Church’s faith 
• Recognizes and provides examples of different literary forms in the Bible; e.g., fable, parable, myth, hymn, law,   
 poetry, prophetic writing, narratives, faith history, wisdom, etc. 
• Is able to explain the development of God’s Covenant with Israel: Covenant with Abraham (Gn 15); Joseph   
 (Gn 37-50); Moses (Ex 20); David (1 Sam, 2 Sam)  
• Expresses belief in Jesus as the Messiah, Prophet, Teacher, true God and true Man (Lk 4: 16-22; Mt 5-7;    
 NT parables)

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Demonstrates a personal connection with God’s presence in the rituals and sacred nature of life associated with   
 the Church through the practice of liturgy and the sacraments 
• Describes symbolic actions in the sacraments 
• Recognizes liturgical prayer including celebrations of the sacraments and the Mass 
• Uses and can explain sacramentals; e.g., holy water  
• Participates in active ministry at Eucharist, Reconciliation, seasonal rituals of the Church, and prayer services 
• Recognizes that the Mass always celebrates the Paschal Mystery and sometimes celebrates the solemnities, feasts,   
 and memorials of Mary and the saints 
• Celebrates the Liturgical Year, with special emphasis on Advent, Christmas, Lent, the Triduum,     
 and the Easter season 
• Connects the seven sacraments to life experiences 
• Reflects upon the Eucharist as both a sacrament and a sacrifice 
• Can identify and relate ritual actions in the Old Testament to the sacramental life of the Church

GRADE LEVEL 6 Expectations
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GRADE LEVEL 6 Expectations

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Describes how external factors can form the conscience and signal what is right and wrong, as well as how to behave 
• Views one’s growing sense of moral understanding as a part of an emerging identity 
• Associates and practices Reconciliation as a key part of the Christian moral life 
• Recognizes actions that demonstrate how a Christian ought to respond to social, economic, and political situations 
• Integrates the skills of justice and peacemaking into own actions 
• Articulates and provides positive and negative examples of the principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
• Is conscious of racial, ethnic, and class differences and makes specific efforts to be inclusive in relationships,   
 reaching out to those not included or marginalized 
• Researches, plans, and reflects on a service project that addresses a need in the community 
• Identifies aspects of the person of Jesus in the Gospels that most directly relate to the person one is becoming

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Experiences silence in various forms and environments as a key dimension of prayer; e.g., retreat, adoration,   
 meditation 
• Experiences meditation as prayer  
• Engages in adoration, recognizing that we are creatures of God 
• Reviews and practices all prayers previously learned/memorized 
• Uses Scripture, especially the parables, as a source of prayer and can relate the parables to life experiences  
• Recognizes Abraham as a model of prayer, especially through the ways in which he expressed his faith through   
 prayer (Gn 18: 16-33) 
• Understands that the Psalms can be used as a means of personal and communal prayer 
• Describes the stories of figures from the Old Testament as they relate to God through prayer; e.g., Moses, Elijah,   
 Jeremiah, etc.

|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A SIXTH GRADE CHILD   | 

• Experiences an increased level of activity and energy 
• Can vary in behavior from alert, imaginative, outgoing, and energetic to rebellious, quarrelsome, and self-   
 centered 
• Likes to “hang out” in groups 
• Can become argumentative, emotional, and sensitive due to fast pace of growth and hormonal changes 
• Develops a fierce loyalty to friends; highly influenced by peer opinion 
• Develops increased awareness of the opposite sex but may not have appropriate social skills to express this interest 
• Demonstrates an increased sensitivity to criticism, especially in front of peers 
• Begins to challenge authority 
• Looks for heroes and heroines in popular culture 
• Begins to develop a historical sense 
• Depends on support and security of family while showing signs of wanting to be independent of family 
• Experiences ambivalence about changes in his/her own body
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|   CREED   |

• Can describe relationship with God associated with a life of faith in Jesus Christ   
• Recognizes that faith is our response to God who gives himself to us 
• Recognizes Jesus Christ as the greatest of God’s gifts to us 
• Knows that God revealed himself gradually in words and actions 
• Knows the Church’s description of the Trinity as God in three divine persons 
• Narrates key moments in his/her faith life and journey, and identifies faith struggles and ways to deal with them 
• Is able to narrate and discuss key passages from the Gospels that reveal Jesus’ ministry 
• Knows the role of Mary, the apostles, saints, and holy people in our faith traditions 
• Describes and explains that Mary remained free from sin her whole life from conception to death 
• Is able to identify and discuss the role of Christ in salvation in the Bible and Creeds 
• Narrates and relates the importance of key moments in Salvation History from the Bible and the history of the    
 Church 
• Describes the person and ministry of Jesus Christ; e.g., Baptism of Jesus (Mt 3: 13-17); Jesus Calls the Fishermen   
 (Mk 1: 16-20; Mt 9: 9-13); the teachings of Jesus (Mt 5-7; Mt 25: 31-46; Jn 3: 16; Jn 13-17); The Good Shepherd    
 (Jn 10: 1-10)

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Knows that liturgy is the work of Christ through his Church 
• Assists in the planning of celebrations of the Liturgical Year, including special feasts; e.g., St. Francis, Our Lady of   
 Guadalupe, May Crowning, etc. 
• Associates the sacraments of the Church with life experiences; e.g., family meals and Eucharist, forgiveness and   
 Reconciliation, commitment and Matrimony/Holy Orders 
• Recognizes sacraments as effective signs of grace given by Christ and entrusted to the Church 
• Participates in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and practices reconciliation in daily encounters 
• Recognizes and understands the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist 
• Grows in understanding the many facets of the sacramental life of the Church 
• Reflects on the sacramental actions in Scripture: Rebirth (Jn 3: 1-18); Coming of the Spirit (Acts 2: 1-13); Ritual Meal   
 (Mt 26: 26-30; Lk 22: 14-20; 1 Co 11: 23-26; Mk 6: 34-44); Forgiveness (Jn 20: 22-23); Healing (Jas 5: 13-15; Lk 5:   
 17-25); Ministry (Mt 28: 18-20); Marriage (Gn 2: 21-25; Mk 10: 6-9) 
• Recognizes the importance of participating regularly in Sunday Eucharist

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Describes experiences of conscience signaling an awareness of right and wrong guiding one toward the Kingdom  
 of God 
• Applies the Beatitudes as external guides toward moral and social behavior 
• Names and describes the Beatitudes and the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy as guidelines for living a happy life  
 and applies them to daily life (Mt 5: 3-12, 25: 31-46; Jn 13: 1-20) 
• Is able to grapple with personal and moral choices as indicators of a Christian life directed to the call to sainthood 
• Identifies specific situations in the social, economic, and political world that call for a Christian moral response 

GRADE LEVEL 7 Expectations
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GRADE LEVEL 7 Expectations

• Articulates the nature of justice and its relationship to peace  
• Recognizes that the values of our Catholic faith are contrary to some messages in contemporary culture and can   
 analyze specific instances calling for a response 
• Identifies passages from Scripture that model how we are to behave toward others e.g., Mt 19: 13-15; Mt 19: 16-24; Lk   
 10: 29-37; Lk 10: 38-45; Jn 13: 12-16; Jn 15: 8-10   

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Understands that prayer is one pathway to knowing God and to deepening understanding of self, others, creation,  
 and God 
• Recognizes that prayer reflects human hope for union with God 
• Understands that prayer can console those in need of mercy and healing and develops a practice of praying for the sick   
 and dying 
• Recognizes that, as with the Psalms, music and poetry can express prayer 
• Describes and practices meditation and contemplative prayer 
• Understands prayer’s capacity for praising God and can construct prayers of praise 
• Can construct prayers of petition 
• Practices spontaneous prayer 
• Reviews and practices all prayers previously learned/memorized; e.g., Glory Be; the Our Father, Hail Mary, Apostles   
 Creed, Act of Contrition, the Rosary, traditional meal prayer(s), etc. 
• Uses Scripture as a source of prayer 
• Knows that the Our Father summarizes the Gospel and practices praying it often 
• Can articulate the ‘holistic’ interconnection of body-mind-spirit; knows that there is more to being human than is   
 empirically obvious 
• Participates in retreat experiences focused on Christian prayer and spirituality 
• Recognizes that belonging to a spiritual community includes supporting others through prayer

|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A SEVENTH GRADE CHILD   |

• Experiences great variation in physical, emotional, social, and spiritual development 
• Is impacted greatly by his/her changing body and newly acquired ability to think abstractly 
• Struggles to express autonomy and may have difficulty distinguishing nuances of truth 
• Thrives when allowed opportunities to experience the positive aspects of the new gifts of his/her mind and body 
• Is challenged by being encouraged to think and engage in experiences which elicit deep compassion 
• Benefits from journaling and meditation as positive sources for his/her introspective tendencies 
• Develops most fully when provided experiences that will accommodate the wide variations in maturation 
• Demonstrates a need for fairness and justice 
• Experiences affirming and positive relationships with persons of both genders 
• Continues to develop autonomy within the context of family
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|   CREED   |

• Can relate emerging self-knowledge to the ways in which God relates to us theologically, morally, and through our   
 spiritual sensibilities 
• Connects creedal beliefs of the Catholic Church to lived experience 
• Describes the ways in which God relates to us through the Tradition: prayer, angels, sacraments, Scripture, and Church   
 teaching, and develops a way of explaining and incorporating these into an understanding of God in the world 
• Recognizes major periods in the Bible and in the history of the Catholic Church 
• Is able to describe and relate modern examples of the marks of the Church 
• Describes the basic Church hierarchy and can identify current individuals who hold these offices 
• Demonstrates and can describe the challenge and role of lay leadership in the Church 
• Can describe the origins and current state of other Christian traditions and the role of ecumenism and inter-religious   
 dialogue in Christian life 
• Describes the Paschal Mystery and redemption from sin 
• Can participate in a dialogue between faith and science as an example of the relationship between reason and faith 
• Recognizes holy people of other traditions 
• Identifies one’s self as being a unique creation, made in God’s image 
• Describes the contribution of Mary, saints, and holy people to faith tradition 
• Is able to narrate and discuss key passages from the Gospels that reveal Jesus’ ministry 
• Tells stories from Scripture that describe the person and ministry of Jesus Christ: The Baptism of Jesus (Lk 3: 10-22);   
 The Temptation (Mt 4: 1-11); Jesus Announces His Mission (Lk 4: 14-23); The Rich Man and Lazarus (Lk 16: 19-31);   
 The Money Changers in the Temple (Mk 11: 15-18; Mk 13: 23); The Last Judgment (Mt 25: 31-46); Jesus, The Second   
 Adam (1 Co 15: 36-49)

|   LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS   |

• Experiences the ritual nature of life and associates it with the rituals of Church; e.g., family meals and the Eucharist,   
 seasons of nature, and seasons of the Church Year 
• Can conduct a personal examination of conscience  
• Demonstrates the skills of reconciliation in the community 
• Relates the symbolic nature of the sacraments to symbols in life 
• Experiences the risen Christ acting through the sacramental life of the Church 
• Identifies, reflects, and describes the personal and communal importance of sacramental actions in Scripture:    
 Commissioning (Mt 28: 16-20; Jer 1: 4-8; Jn 14: 23-28; Acts 2: 1-13); Ritual Meals (2 Chr 35: 1-19; Mt 26: 26-29; Lk 24:   
 13-32; Jn 6: 28-35); Forgiveness (Mt 18: 21-35; Jn 20: 19-23); Healing (Mk 1: 29-34; Lk 5: 17-26; Jas 5: 13-15); Marriage   
 (Gn 2: 22-24; Mt 19: 1-6; Jn 2: 1-11); Ministry (Lev 8: 1-13; Mt 28: 18-20; Mark 6: 7-13) 
• Recognizes and encourages others about the importance of participating regularly in Sunday Eucharist and knows that   
 Christ is present in the assembly, Word, presider, and especially in the consecrated bread and wine

GRADE LEVEL 8 Expectations
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GRADE LEVEL 8 Expectations

|   MORAL LIFE   |

• Describes experiences of how external factors can form the conscience and signal what is right and wrong, as well as   
 how to behave 
• Views one’s growing sense of moral understanding as a part of an emerging identity 
• Associates and practices Reconciliation as a key part of the Christian moral life 
• Recognizes actions that demonstrate how a Christian ought to respond to social, economic, and political situations 
• Integrates the skills of justice and peacemaking into their own actions 
• Articulates and can provide positive and negative examples of the principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
• Is conscious of racial, ethnic, and class differences and makes definite efforts to be inclusive in relationships, reaching   
 out to those excluded or marginalized 
• Designs, executes, and provides substantial reflection on a service project that addresses a need in the community 
• Identifies aspects of the person of Jesus in the Gospels that most directly relate to the person he/she is becoming

|   CHRISTIAN PRAYER   |

• Prays, practices, constructs, and dramatizes Marian devotions and other devotions; e.g., Stations of the Cross 
• Prays and develops prayers blessing God for all he has bestowed 
• Creates, composes, and articulates spontaneous prayer to deepen one’s relationship with God 
• Prays the Nicene Creed with understanding 
• Connects Scripture stories to life issues through prayer; e.g., Life of the Christian (Acts 2: 42-47; 4: 32-35); Light   
 under the Bushel Basket (Mt 5: 14-16); Justice of God ( Lk 6: 36-38); Kingdom Parable and Actions (Lk 10: 29-37,  
 19: 1-10; Mark 2: 13-17); The Great Commission (Mt 28: 16-20) 
• Prays Scriptures of the day and can navigate Scripture and resources related to Scriptural prayer 
• Reflects upon and expresses a relationship with God experienced through prayerful retreats and the Daily   
 Examen 
• Recognizes and experiences belonging to a community which prays with and for each other

|   CHARACTERISTICS OF A EIGHTH GRADE CHILD   |

• Continues to develop autonomy within the context of being in a family structure 
• Needs a certain degree of privacy 
• Experiences changes during puberty that may cause worry about his/her developing body 
• Grows in recognition of his/her uniqueness as he/she experiences affirming and positive relationships with   
 persons of both genders 
• Experiences highs and lows in friendships  
• Uses music, movies, TV, and video games as pastimes 
• Uses sports, musical instruments, and drama as creative outlets for developing talents 
• Experiences internet, email, and writing on the computer as everyday highlights 
• Needs discussion, reflection, and prayer to organize the experiences and information gathered in life



-2023  65 



-2023  66 



-2023  67 

 


	Text2: 
	Text3: 
	Text1: 
	Text4: 
	Text5: 


