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St. Joseph CongregaƟon 
12130 W. Center Street 
Wauwatosa, WI 53222 

414-771-4626 
www.stjoetosa.com 

September Newsletter Deadline 
The next newsletter deadline is September 20  

at 9:00 am. Please email to 
bargielskib@stjoetosa.com. 
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Catholic FormaƟon News 

2022 Mass Book  
The 2022 Mass book is ready for your Mass intenƟons.  

The sƟpend is $10. You may schedule up to 6 intenƟons per year for the 
same person. Please stop in the Parish Office during business hours. 
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Use our SCRIP program to purchase gift cards and 50% of the discount is credited towards tuition for  
Day School & Formation families. Use code ELC36A946559 to enroll. Complete a registration form and  

waiver to have cards sent via backpack mail. Orders are normally placed 1st & 3rd Thursday of each 
month and available for pick up the next Thursday.  

Contact Donald Tollefson at 262-786-8276 with any questions! 
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Ø If this is successful it could lead to other SMA priests in the archdiocese. 
Ø A SMA priest typically serves a parish for three years with the option of renewing for another three 

years. 
Ø Father Adam is excited to be here and has enjoyed getting to know parishioners in the time that he 

has been here.  He looks forward to working with everyone. 
 

K. Miscellaneous 
Ø St. Ben’s meal program will resume this October.  St. Joseph Parish is scheduled for October 12th. 
Ø A comment was made that all the parish committees should be listed on the parish website and in-

clude information on the committees. 
Ø The selection for the Power of Wish application was to have a digital sign placed in front of the 

church.  A decision on whether the parish will receive one of five grants for $20,000 will be made in 
December. 

L. Meeting ended at 8:10 PM with a closing prayer by Father Adam. 
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F. Pastoral Council Meeting Schedule for Remainder of 2021 – Jerry Leveille 
Ø 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
Ø Meetings to start at 6:30 PM. 
Ø May alter December meeting due to school Christmas concert. 

 
G. Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Helping Hands Project – Bill Solberg 

Ø Will take place October 24th at noon in the school cafeteria. 
Ø The project involves putting together meal packages for those in Burkina Faso, which is in Africa. 
Ø The parish where the activity takes place pays for all the supplies to make the meal packages.   
Ø This was to be the parish activity in March 2020 but was cancelled due to the pandemic. 
Ø CRS has the funds that St. Joseph Parish provided for the cancelled event last year, and they will be 

used for the October event. 
 

H. Gift of St. Joseph Initiative – Julie McKendry 
Ø The Gift of Sunday pamphlet was intended to get parishioners back to Mass after the pandemic. 
Ø The parish will do a Gift of St. Joseph initiative to generate interest in parish committees. 
Ø One component of the initiative will be that each of the parish committees will write a bulletin article 

that will run for two weeks. 
Ø The article can update the parish on the committee, highlight an activity, or highlight a member. 
Ø Parish Council will be the first committee to prepare a bulletin article. 

 
I. Youth Formation – Parish Council 

Ø Concerns were expressed about the lack of direction of Child & Youth Formation and the fact that 
there have been several ministers over the last several years.  

Ø Julie mentioned that Thadeus Brooks recently resigned as the Child & Youth Formation Minister.  
Ø Julie will meet with the Formation Committee.  She would like the Formation Committee to come up 

with a plan and criteria for selecting the new Child & Youth Formation Minister.  
Ø A personnel committee will be needed for finding the replacement for Thadeus.  Father Adam has the 

ultimate decision on which candidate will hired. 
Ø Historically the Child & Youth Formation Minister has been a full-time position. 
Ø Need to investigate what other parishes are providing their Child & Youth Formation Minsters in 

terms of salary and benefits. 
Ø Some parishes share a Child & Youth Formation Minister.  Need to investigate if this is an option for 

St. Joseph Parish. 
Ø Child & Youth Formation Minister is responsible for faith formation through Confirmation. 
Ø The new minister should include both theology and a social aspect to Child & Youth Formation. 

 
J. Paul Monson inquired as to whether the Society of African Missions (SMA) reached out to the Milwaukee 

Archdiocese or if the archdiocese reached out to the SMA.  Father Adam provided a response and more infor-
mation on the SMA as follows: 

Ø The SMA headquarters for the United States is in New Jersey.   
Ø They have priests serving in other parishes, but this is the first Milwaukee parish. 
Ø The SMA reached out the Milwaukee Archdiocese. 
Ø The salary that Father Adam receives goes to the SMA to support missionaries in Africa. 
Ø St. Joseph Parish will remain a parish of the Milwaukee Archdiocese and not become an SMA parish. 
Ø Father Adam is here as an employee of the parish on a one-year contract.  If he does well the contract 

will be renewed for another two years. 
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St. Vincent de Paul Awareness Month 
 

September is St. Vincent de Paul Awareness month. This provides the St. Joseph’s 
Conference an opportunity to report back to you, the parishioners of St. Joseph, 
about what your support and involvement allows our conference to do.   
 
Did you know that SVDP was started by a small group of college students in Paris 
in 1833 who took decisive action to put their faith to work to help their local 

neighbors in need?  This “movement” quickly grew globally with conferences throughout the world. 

Today, the St. Joe’s SVDP conference is part of a worldwide network of conferences focused to offer 
person to person service to our neighbors in need. The core mission of St Joe’s SVDP conference is 
serving those in need within our immediate parish area via home visits.  This is where we meet at the 
homes of those requesting our help to provide assistance.  This assistance comes in many forms and 
includes food, clothing, shelter, etc.  However, we also extend our outreach outside of the immediate 
area surrounding St. Joseph’s Parish.  

Our conference is part of the Milwaukee County council of parish conferences.  One of the major 
activities of the Milwaukee council is the operation of 2 meal sites.  One site is located at 10th and 
Madison on Milwaukee’s south side and the other is located at 2nd and Center on the north side.  Both 
sites provide daily hot meals to those struggling to consistently meet their nutritional needs.  St. Joe’s 
conference supports the meal program by volunteering at the south side meal site and by providing 
financial support to the program.  
 
Our conference also volunteers and supports the Tosa Cares food pantry.  Tosa Cares is a 100% non-
profit, 100% volunteer organization dedicated to assisting families and seniors in our community. 
 
We also partner with the St. Catherine’s SVDP Conference in Milwaukee, an area that has significant 
poverty. 
 
Some of our members provide outreach service to residents at St. Anne’s Salvatorian Senior Care 
Campus.  Playing bingo or visiting some of the residents of St. Anne’s residents brightens what for some 
may be a long, lonely day.  

 
We could not perform these missions without the wonderful support from the parishioners of St. Joe’s.  
We thank you for this support and ask you to again consider giving during our annual Awareness 
collection being held on weekend Masses September 25th and 26th. 

If you would like to obtain more information about the St. Joe’s St Vincent de Paul Conference or think 
you may be interested being a member; contact Joe Schueller at jschueller@wi.rr.com or 414-234-9955. 
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A. Meeting started at 6:30 PM with opening prayer by Jerry Leveille. 

 
B. Welcome to Father Adam – Jerry Leveille. 

Ø Opening remarks welcoming Father Adam. 
Ø Pastoral Council members and other attendees introduced themselves to Father Adam. 

 
C. Introduction of potential new Pastoral Council members – Jerry Leveille 

Ø Introduced parish members that are considering joining Pastoral Council. 
Ø Drew Burgoyne, Pat Haas, and Audrey Szews were attending as guests to determine if they would 

like to join Pastoral Council. 
Ø Joe Herro and Joe Schueller have officially joined. 
Ø Additional members still needed. 
Ø Terms for Deb Hamer, Wendy Krause, Bob Scholz, and Darren Siverling ended in 2020. 
Ø Terms for Chuck Bongert, Jerry Leveille, Paul Monson, and Joy Towell end in 2021. 
Ø Members have agreed to stay on until there is a replacement for their position. 
Ø There will be a gradual transition period. 

 
D. Donut Sunday/Fellowship – Julie McKendry 

Ø August 7th and 8th in the Center Street entrance after all weekend Masses. 
Ø Wine, cheese, and crackers will be served after the 4 PM Mass. 
Ø Coffee and donuts will be served after the 8 AM and 10:30 AM Masses. 
Ø Pastoral Council members will set up, serve, and clean up. 

 
E. Parish Committees Meeting – Jerry Leveille 

Ø A meeting will be held on July 28th with the committee leads for the various parish committees and 
the Pastoral Council President. 

Ø There are currently 15 committees within the parish. 
Ø The meeting will be a chance to go over committee expectations and serve as a meet and greet. 

 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES  
 

MeeƟng LocaƟon: St. Joseph Room  
Date/Time: July 21, 2021 / 6:30 PM 
Notes By: Phil Bain 

Re: Pastoral 
Council 
MeeƟng 

  
 

Attendees: Phil Bain, Drew Burgoyne, Father Adam Fernandez, Pat Haas, 
Deb Hamer, Wendy Krause, Jerry Leveille, Julie McKendry, Paul 
Monson, Mike Patterson, Joe Schueller, Bob Schultz, Darren Siv-
erling, Bill Solberg, Audrey Szews, and Joy Towell  

Excused:  Chuck Bongert, Joe Herro, and Arturo Renteria  
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Ø If this is successful it could lead to other SMA priests in the archdiocese. 
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Ø A comment was made that all the parish committees should be listed on the parish website and in-

clude information on the committees. 
Ø The selection for the Power of Wish application was to have a digital sign placed in front of the 

church.  A decision on whether the parish will receive one of five grants for $20,000 will be made in 
December. 

L. Meeting ended at 8:10 PM with a closing prayer by Father Adam. 
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Use our SCRIP program to purchase gift cards and 50% of the discount is credited towards tuition for  
Day School & Formation families. Use code ELC36A946559 to enroll. Complete a registration form and  

waiver to have cards sent via backpack mail. Orders are normally placed 1st & 3rd Thursday of each 
month and available for pick up the next Thursday.  

Contact Donald Tollefson at 262-786-8276 with any questions! 
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