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March   28,   2020  
 
Dear   Brothers   and   Sisters,  
 
As   the   ongoing   realities   impacting   and   disrupting   our   lives   and   the   lives   of   countless   others   continue   to  
unfold,   I   find   myself   increasingly   taken   by   how   incredible   people   are   and   can   be.   The   initial   stories   that   we  
heard   about   or   saw   in   regular   media   are   almost   distant   memories   for   me   now,   as   I   am   hearing   stories   of  
human   interventions   that   are   inspiring.   
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I   was   told   of   a   woman   on   her   way   to  
collect   her   daughter   from   school   who   had  
a   tire   blowout   on   the   freeway.   She   pulled  
over,   only   to   find   a   car   pulling   up   behind  
her.   It   was   a   gentleman   with   a   wife   and  
two   boys.   He   drove   to   three   different   tire  
stores   to   get   her   a   replacement   tire   for  
her   car.   
 
I   was   told,   too,   about   an   elderly   lady   who  
was   so   frightened   in   the   crowds   at   a   store  
that   she   almost   left,   when   a   young  
teenager   approached   her   and   asked   if   he  
could   help   her   by   holding   her   shopping  
basket   as   she   shopped.   He   accompanied  
her   and   helped   fend   off   the   occasional  
insensitive   person.   

Personally,   I’ve   been   receiving   emails   and   phone   calls   from   parishioners   checking   up   on   myself,   Msgr.  
Peter,   Fr.   Jerry   and   Fr.   Dan.   I’ve   been   deeply   touched   by   the   care   of   so   many.  
 
There’s   an   old   story   that   comes   to   mind   that   tells   of   two   wolves.   The   wolves   represent   our   inner   dispositions  
and   behaviors.   One   is   of   the   negative   or   darker   inner   realities:   anger,   malevolence,   and   so   on.   The   other  
wolf   represents   the   positive   or   more   enlightened   inner   realities:   goodness,   compassion,   and   so   forth.   The  
story   tells   of   a   young   boy   asking   his   grandfather   which   of   them   will   emerge   strongest   in   his   life,   and   the  
grandfather   responds:   “whichever   wolf   you   feed.”   
 

 



 
 

In   these   days,   it   can   be   interesting   to   be   attentive   to   which   of   the   wolves   we   are   inclined   to   feed   within  
ourselves.   I’ve   seen   both   wolves   being   trotted   out   for   a   walk   by   different   people.   I   am   glad   to   say   that   I   see  
more   of   people’s   better   selves   than   their   lesser   selves.   The   care   that   people   have   taken   and   continue   to  
take   of   one   another   is   a   testament   to   the   goodness   of   God,   to   the   goodness   of   God’s   people,   and   it   is   a  
stark   repudiation   of   the   all   too   common   images   we   are   often   fed   by   sensational   news   or   social   media.   
 
So   keep   feeding   the   better   wolf   within…   Be   mindful   of   one   another   at   home.   Occasionally   practicing   a   little  
social   distancing   with   our   loved   ones   can   help   everyone.   Stay   home   as   much   as   possible   to   avoid  
“community   spread”.   These   days   may   get   a   lot   more   disturbing   than   they   have   already   been   as   testing   and  
reporting   improves.  
 
On   a   more   “parochial”   note,   this   past   week   saw   me   attend   and   preside   over   a    funeral    of   one   of   our  
long-time   parishioners,   Rolfe   Rahl.   With   the   new   restrictions   in   place,   it   wasn’t   a   funeral   as   I’m   used   to.   I  
didn’t   want   to   risk   carrying   any   virus   to   anyone.   It’s   hard   to   offer   a   hug   of   condolence   to   someone   from   six  
feet   away.   It’s   hard   not   to   reach   out   to   someone   in   a   time   of   distress   and   bereavement.   And   when   a   faithful  
parishioner   passes   away   and   we   are   limited   by   these   circumstances,   the   loss   of   the   use   of   our   parish  
church   is   hard-hitting.   In   your   goodness,   please   pray   for   the   repose   of   the   soul   of   Rolfe   Rahl,   and   for   the  
consolation   of   his   family.   
 
I   also   want   to   take   a   moment   to   express   my   deep   gratitude   to   those   of   you   who   went   out   of   your   way   to   mail  
your    offertory    envelopes,   or   who   took   the   time   to   drive   by   the   office   and   drop   them   off.   Your   thoughtfulness  
and   generosity   are   appreciated   by   those   whom   we   support   in   our   outreach,   as   well   as   by   employees   and  
their   families   who   rely   on   our   Church   as   their   employer.   While   church   buildings   may   be   closed,   the   reality   of  
Church   continues   to   live   on.   I   encourage   everyone   to    consider   signing   up   for   FaithDirect    for   sustained  

online   giving,   of,   if   you   can   manage   a  
one-time   gift   you   can   use   the   “Text   to  
Give”   option.   
 
 
 

Blessings   always,  
 
F�.   Davi�  
 

SEE   notices   below   

https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll


 
 

Remote   Office   Hours  
Staff   continue   to   work   remotely   this   week.   Our   efforts   to   serve   in   this   new   reality   of   “Safer   at   Home”   are  
stretching   us   in   ways   we   find   most   interesting.   Anyone   calling   during   regular   office   hours   is   likely   to   receive  
a   call-back   pretty   quickly.   Likewise,   email   inquiries   are   being   addressed   regularly.   
 
Emergency   calls    in   the   event   of   someone   facing   death   and   needing   to   be   anointed   are   responded   to  
promptly.   We’ve   put   contingencies   in   place   to   comply   with   appropriate   health   and   protection   guidance,   and  
the   Rite   of   Anointing”   has   been   modified   accordingly.   Call   (818)   349-1500   and   select   option   “0”  
 
Zoom   Nights   with   Fr.   David  
This   week   we’re   going   to   try   a   “Winter   Nights   with   Fr.   David”   style   gathering   using   Zoom.   For   those   not  
familiar,   it’s   an   informal   Q&A   in   which   folks   can   offer   up   questions   for   discussion.   If   you’re   interested   in  
“dropping   by”,   click   on   the   link:  
 

   https://zoom.us/j/450758888?pwd=VW9VTEtyRFpkdm52b1lQNVZ0dUxKZz09  
 

Meeting   ID:   450   758   888  
Password:   013781  

 
Virtual   Pastor   Appointments  
If   anyone   needs   to   chat   or   would   like   to   have   a   dedicated   time   for   conversation,   please   feel   free   to   email   Fr.  
David   with   some   suggested   days/times   that   might   be   suitable.   He   will   arrange   a   phone-call,   or   if   preferred,   a  
zoom   video-conference.    📧   dloftus   at   ollnr.org  
 
Mass   Available    every   day   at   8:30am,   live   on   Zoom  
 

https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09  
 
Meeting   ID:   806   182   515  
Password:   002497  

 

And   starting   Sunday,   3/29,   an    additional   mass    at    10:30am .  
 
We   know   there   were   difficulties   logging   in   last   Sunday   (3/22)   for   our   first   zoom   mass,   but    we   have  
expanded   our   capacity   to   500   for   each   mass    and   so   should   make   it   more   accessible.   
 

https://zoom.us/j/450758888?pwd=VW9VTEtyRFpkdm52b1lQNVZ0dUxKZz09
https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09

