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April 6, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Yesterday was Palm Sunday, a day which marks the beginning of the holiest week on the Christian 
calendar. It moves us into a time of immediate preparation for the celebration of the Sacred Triduum, or 
three-day feast, in which we commemorate the Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus. We journey through 
reflections on his mission, his passion and his glorification and triumph over all the worst that the world 
could do to him. 

 
Source: https://covid19.healthdata.org/ 

As we do this in 2020, we find ourselves in a very 
vulnerable place ourselves. Our lives have been 
greatly disrupted here in the Southland. We are all 
living with degrees of inconvenience to our usual 
realities. In all manner of ways, our celebration of 
Holy Week is bringing us into reflections on our own 
lives as they are.  
 
As a people of faith we are called to enter into these 
reflections in the sure knowledge of who Jesus is for 
us, and what Jesus has accomplished for us. 

The passion, death and resurrection of Jesus take on a significance with which, in other years, we might not 
be overly concerned.  
 
Jesus is the one who is most vulnerable. It is he who is isolated and silenced. He finds himself completely 
alone, dejected and despised, tortured and broken. Yet from the cross he still shares his concern for others. 
He opens himself in his utter vulnerability to show compassion toward the women of the city, towards the 
thieves on either side of him, and toward his mother and her companions standing at the foot of his cross.  
 
In our own times we find ourselves in strange places. We are still called, however, to live our discipleship of 
Jesus. We are still invited to understand our own story in the context of the story of Jesus. Perhaps 
attending to all that’s going on for us now against the backdrop of the Passion narrative might help us to 
understand our experiences against a larger and greater canvas of significance and meaning. Things that 
we may well have taken for granted such as our health, our income, our financial security, our sense of 
influence in the world… perhaps these experiences are understood differently in the light of Holy Week 
2020? 
 
Since the Church building has closed we’ve been ringing the bells of the Church at 12noon and again at 
6:00pm every day. These are the traditional times for the reciting of THE ANGELUS, which serves the 
purpose of ensuring the thoughts of the faithful are turned toward God during the course of every day. As a 

 

https://covid19.healthdata.org/


 
 

kid growing up, the church bells could be heard for miles around, given the church was situated on top of a 
hill. Still, today, even though the country is a modern secular state, the national broadcaster includes the 
Angelus at 6pm every evening, with the evening news following at 6:01pm. It seems to me that, in these 
days, to have a reminder to acknowledge the blessings and grace of God’s presence in our lives is not such 
a bad thing for any of us.  
 
As we continue to move through these crazy days, we have been gradually finding new ways to build and to 
nurture community in a time of social isolation. One of the more recent developments has been the addition 
of a shared praying of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Every day at 3:00pm, you can join with other 
parishioners by clicking on 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/905598741?pwd=cHc3UlVuLzE1VHhyWVFQTlBrV3l5Zz09 
Meeting ID: 905 598 741 
Password: 008708 

 
Paul Brogan MFT is going to be present for a ZOOM gathering on Wednesday evening, April 8th at 
7:00pm. He will be addressing the topic of “Tools & Strategies to Help Us Alleviate Stress and Anxiety 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic.”  In his work, Brogan helps people to understand how our brains process 
and respond to external realities, and so this evening’s workshop is quite timely for us. The ZOOM 
presentation will open 10 minutes before the start at 7:00pm, and there will be an opportunity for questions. 

 
https://zoom.us/j/736231160?pwd=Wm1QSzZ1blFsdTlUYlNWWjBsektTQT09 
Meeting ID: 736 231 160 
Password: 019363 

 
In these last days of Lent, I wanted to give a shout-out to those parishioners who emailed and texted 
pictures they took of the Palm Sunday Doors. You can see a selection of the pictures on our website 
 
Also, I feel it incumbent upon me to express my profound gratitude to all who have found ways to get your 
offertory envelopes to us. I know some have been mailing, some have been dropping them off in the mail 
slot, and some have signed up for sustained e-Giving using our FaithDirect offertory program. Your 
thoughtfulness and generosity are greatly appreciated especially by those whom we support in our 
outreach, as well as by the employees and their families who rely on our Church as their employer.  
Again, if you’re one of those who now uses FaithDirect, please share how easy it is with your fellow 
parishioners. I encourage everyone to sign up for FaithDirect for sustained online giving.  

 
For those who wish to make a single, 
one-time offering, please take advantage 
of the “Text-to-Give” option.  
 

I am also most grateful for the cards, letters, and emails that many parishioners have taken the time to write 
to myself, Fr. Dan, Msgr. Peter and Fr. Jerry. We are both touched and grateful for your care and 
consideration, and we continue to hold you all in prayer. 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/905598741?pwd=cHc3UlVuLzE1VHhyWVFQTlBrV3l5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/736231160?pwd=Wm1QSzZ1blFsdTlUYlNWWjBsektTQT09
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/756/0


 
 

Finally, as we move through this Holy Week and toward the Sacred Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good Friday 
and Holy Saturday, I want to thank our liturgical ministers… lectors, environment peeps, musicians and 
cantors, and all who have been working behind the scenes to prepare for our services in these most 
extraordinary circumstances. Many volunteers have stepped up, reminding me of what an amazing group of 
people among whom I am privileged to serve. I am proud to be your pastor and shepherd. May God 
continue to richly bless you and all who are dear to you.  
 
On the next page you will find updated information and times, so please make sure you’re looking at the 
most recent information. If circumstances change, know that the most current information, as always, will be 
posted on the parish website. Please share this information with fellow parishioners who may not be aware 
of all that continues to go on here at Lourdes. 
 
Blessings always, 
 
Fr. David 
 

SEE notices below 
 
  



 
 

Remote Office Hours 
Staff continue to work remotely this week. Our efforts to serve in this new reality of “Safer at Home” are 
stretching us in ways we find most interesting. Anyone calling during regular office hours is likely to receive 
a call-back pretty quickly. Likewise, email inquiries are being addressed regularly.  
 
Emergency calls in the event of someone facing death and needing to be anointed are responded to 
promptly. We’ve put contingencies in place to comply with appropriate health and protection guidance, and 
the “Rite of Anointing” has been modified accordingly. Call (818) 349-1500 and select option “0” 
 
Paul Brogan, MFT   “Tools & Strategies to Help Us Alleviate Stress and Anxiety During the COVID-19 
Pandemic.” Wednesday, 7pm. Information above.  
 
Holy Week Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday of Holy Week 8:30am 

April 6, Monday of Holy Week - The Chrism Mass 
Broadcast from the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angeles in Los Angeles at 7:00pm 

 
 http://www.olacathedral.org/live/  

or  
https://lacatholics.org/mass-for-the-homebound/ 

Holy Thursday 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

8:00pm 

Good Friday 
The Passion of the Lord 

2:00pm 

Holy Saturday 
Easter Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection  

8:00pm 

Easter Sunday - Mass of Easter Day 8:30am, 10:30am & 1:30pm (Español)  

All OLL Celebrations can be accessed by clicking 
 

https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 806 182 515 
Password: 002497 

 
When joining the ZOOM meeting, please mute your microphones and turn off your cameras. The “Church” will be 

opened 10 minutes before the service begins. If you log in earlier, you will be placed in a “waiting room.” 

 
 

http://www.olacathedral.org/live/
https://lacatholics.org/mass-for-the-homebound/
https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09

