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April   18,   2020  
 
Dear   Brothers   and   Sisters,  
 
It   has   to   have   been   one   of   the   most   extraordinary   Easter   celebrations   I’ve   experienced   in   my   lifetime.   The  
strange   ways   in   which   we   celebrated   the   Easter   Services   here   in   the   parish   this   year   were   unsettling  
enough,   but   they   just   set   everything   that   followed   in   a   strange   light.   This   week   after   Easter   has   traditionally  
been   one   in   which   Pastors   step   back   for   a   few   days,   along   with   staffs,   in   order   to   re-group   and   take   a  
collective   breath.   This   year   Holy   Week   and   the   Week   following   Easter   were   given   over   to   preparing  
documents   and   loan   applications   for   the   Payroll   Protection   Program.   That’s   as   removed   from   “normal”   as   it  
can   get,   in   my   opinion,   from   what   we’d   usually   be   doing.   Right   about   now   is   the   time   when   we’d   be   stepping  
back   up,   and   preparing   to   guide   the   parish   through   what   we   sometimes   call   “Sacrament   Season”.   
 
Traditionally   this   is   the   time   of   year   when   our   younger   members   experience   celebrating   their   very   first  
communion   among   the   community   at   large.   It   is   also   the   time   of   year   when   those   who   have   been   preparing  
for   the   Sacrament   of   Confirmation   find   themselves   stepping   in   front   of   the   community   and   in   front   of   the  
Bishop   to   make   commitments   of   faith   for   themselves.   This   year,   the   year   of   the   Coronavirus,   all   the   usual  
goings-on   of   parish   life   are   upended.   It’s   no   different   than   the   disorientation   that   has   happened   in   our   homes  
and   in   our   families,   and   we   are   all   figuring   out   how   to   adapt   and   make   the   most   of   the   circumstances   within  
which   we   find   ourselves.   I   invite   you   to   please   pray   for   our   young   people   who   have   been   diligently   preparing  
for   their   sacraments,   for   their   families,   and   indeed   for   the   community   as   a   whole.   Pray   also   for   those   men  
and   women   who   have   been   journeying   through   the   RCIA   process   in   preparation   for   receiving   sacraments  
for   the   first   time.   The   entire   community   is   vivified   and   shares   in   the   joy   of   such   celebrations,   which   witness  
to   the   vibrancy   of   faith   and   the   presence   of   God   among   us.   

 
Source: California   Forecast  

Friday’s   report   on   the   LA   County   Department   of  
Public   health   website   shows   that   there   have   been  
11,391   confirmed   cases   of   Coronavirus   in   LA  
County,   with   425   deaths.   The   significance   of   this   is  
not   lost   on   me,   as   I   remember   looking   at   models  
earlier   in   this   public   health   conflagration,   and   it   was  
about   now   (April   17/18)   that   we   would   be  
experiencing   the   worst   in   terms   of   infection   rates  
and   deaths   here   in   Los   Angeles   County.   

What   this   tells   me   is   that   our   communal   efforts   are   working   well.   Despite   the   difficulties   and   the   challenges  
of   the   restrictions   on   our   movement,   we   seem   to   be   successfully   managing   to   avoid   overwhelming   our  
health   system.   We   are   also   keeping   the   potential   numbers   of   infections   and   deaths   much   lower   than   they  
might   have   been.   

 

https://covidactnow.org/us/ca/county/los_angeles_county


 
 

If   I   want   to   know   what   might   happen   if   the   restrictions   were   to   be   lifted   in   the   morning,   I   can   check   out   the  
potential   consequences   by   clicking   on   the   link   beneath   the   image   above.   It   seems   to   me   we   are   currently   on  
course   to   beat   back   the   worst   of   what   the   Coronavirus   can   threaten   upon   us,   and   that   is   a   testament   to   our  
commitment   to   one   another   and   the   public   health.   According   to   the   Department   of   Public   Health,   as   of  
yesterday,   there   were   200   confirmed   cases   of   COVID-19   in   our   immediate   neighborhood   (Chatsworth,  
Northridge,   Porter   Ranch   &   Granada   Hills).   Even   as   I   write   this,   it   does   not   sound   like   a   huge   number,   but  
then   I   remember   how   few   people   are   actually   being   tested   at   this   time   because   of   a   lack   of   adequate  
resources.   Now   is   not   the   time   to   relax   our   vigilance,   but   rather   it   is   important   we   continue   to   be   thorough   in  
our   efforts.   Leaders,   both   national   and   local,   are   agreed   on   the   necessity   of   having   adequate   testing  
available   before   we   can   even   countenance   relaxing   our   efforts.   
 
By   faith   and   by   lived   experience,   I   know   that   there   is   life   after   death,   that   there   is   dawn   after   the   night,   and  
that   there   is   Life   @   Lourdes   after   the   Coronavirus   shutdowns.   Even   though   our   Church   buildings   remain  
closed   and   our   ability   to   gather   together   for   worship   is   sorely   impacted   in   these   days,   I   know   that   this   too  
shall   pass.   As   St.   Paul   reminds   the   citizens   of   Corinth   so   many   centuries   ago   as   they   faced   particular  
adversities   in   their   days:   

“Everything   indeed   is   for   you,   so   that   the   grace   bestowed   in   abundance   on   more   and   more   people  
may   cause   the   thanksgiving   to   overflow   for   the   glory   of   God.   Therefore,   we   are   not   discouraged;  
rather,   although   our   outer   self   is   wasting   away,   our   inner   self   is   being   renewed   day   by   day.   For   this  
momentary   light   affliction   is   producing   for   us   an   eternal   weight   of   glory   beyond   all   comparison,   as   we  
look   not   to   what   is   seen   but   to   what   is   unseen;   for   what   is   seen   is   transitory,   but   what   is   unseen   is  
eternal.”   (2Cor   4:17-18)  

 
We   continue   to   receive   guidance   from   the   Archdiocese,   based   on   consultations   with   public   officials   and   civic  
leaders,   and   just   yesterday   Archbishop   Gomez   extended   his   dispensation   from   the   usual   obligation   to  
attend   Sunday   Mass   through   May   17th.   When   guidance   concerning   gathering   in   public   changes,   I   imagine  
we’ll   hear   from   him   very   shortly   after   that   about   implications   for   re-opening   our   worship   spaces   for   public  
prayer.   In   conversation   with   priests   in   different   parts   of   the   country,   I   know   some   struggle   with   more  
restrictions   than   we   face   here,   and   some   deal   with   less   restrictions.   I   look   forward   to   the   day   that   we   will  
together   be   looking   back   and   wondering   how   we   managed   through   all   of   this.   
 
Until   then,   our   Church   bells   will   continue   to   ring   every   day   at    12noon    and   again   at    6:00pm    every   day,  
reminding   us   to   intentionally   turn   our   thoughts   towards   God   during   the   course   of   every   day.   We   also  
continue   to   pray   the    Chaplet   of   Divine   Mercy    everyday   at   3pm.   You   can   join   with   other   parishioners   by  
clicking   on   the   ZOOM   link   provided   below   in   the   notes.  
 
We   continue   to    celebrate   mass    every   day   at   8:30am,   Sunday   through   Saturday.   We   celebrate   a   second  
mass   on   Sunday   at   10:30am   and   these   liturgies   can   be   accessed   on   ZOOM.   In   addition,   we   have   added   a  
1:30pm    (Spanish)    mass,   delivered   using   ZOOM   also.  
 
As   I   have   done   before,   I   can’t   neglect   to   share   my   deep   gratitude   to   all   who   have   found   ways   to   get   your  
offertory   envelopes    to   us.   People   have   been   mailing   them,   dropping   them   off   at   the   mail   slot   at   the   parish  
office,   and   a   good   number   of   people   have   signed   up   for   sustained   e-Giving   using   our   FaithDirect   offertory  
program.   To   say   that   your   thoughtfulness   and   generosity   are   appreciated   would   be   a   complete  
understatement.   Our   employees   and   their   families   are   especially   grateful   for   your   ongoing   support   and  
concern.   



 
 

If   you   happen   to   be   one   of   those   people   who   recently   signed   up   for   FaithDirect,   please   share   how   easy   it   is  
with   your   fellow   parishioners.   I   encourage   everyone   to    sign   up   for   FaithDirect    for   sustained   online   giving.   

 
For   those   who   wish   to   make   a   single,  
one-time   offering,   please   take   advantage  
of   the   “ Text-to-Give ”   option.   
 
 

In   response   to   inquiries,   we   are   making   available   the   option   of   arranging   for    mass   intentions    by   calling   the  
office   or   emailing   parishcenter   at   ollnr.org.   A   member   of   the   office   staff   will   be   able   to   assist   you   as   we   move  
through   this   prolonged   time   of   the   office   being   remotely   staffed.   Mass   intentions   already   received   have   been  
and   will   continue   to   be   honored   on   the   days   already   committed.   
 
Finally,   I   continue   to   be   most   grateful   for   the   cards,   letters,   and   emails   that   many   parishioners   have   taken  
the   time   to   write   to   myself,   Fr.   Dan,   Msgr.   Peter   and   Fr.   Jerry.   It   has   been   most   encouraging   and   humbling  
to   experience   the   outpouring   of   care   and   concern   which   you’ve   shared.   Know   that   you   continue   to   be   held  
in   our   prayers   each   and   every   day   at   the   altar.  
 
On   that   note,   I   commend   you   to   the   goodness   and   care   of   the   One,   who   blesses   us   and   who   calls   us  
always   into   deeper   and   deeper   relationship   with   the   Triune   God   and   with   one   another.   
 
May   the   blessings   of   this   Easter   Season   be   yours   in   abundance.   
 
F�.   Davi�  
 

SEE   notes   below  
 
  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/756/0


 
 

Remote   Office   Hours  
Staff   continue   to   work   remotely   this   week.   Our   efforts   to   serve   in   this   new   reality   of   “Safer   at   Home”   are  
stretching   us   in   ways   we   find   most   interesting.   Anyone   calling   during   regular   office   hours   is   likely   to   receive  
a   call-back   pretty   quickly.   Likewise,   email   inquiries   are   being   addressed   regularly.   
 
Emergency   calls    in   the   event   of   someone   facing   death   and   needing   to   be   anointed   are   responded   to  
promptly.   We’ve   put   contingencies   in   place   to   comply   with   appropriate   health   and   protection   guidance,   and  
the   “Rite   of   Anointing”   has   been   modified   accordingly.   During   office   hours   (Mon-Fri,   8:30am-6pm),   call   the  
parish   at   (818)   349-1500   and   your   call   will   be   returned   quickly.   Outside   those   hours,   in   the   case   of   imminent  
death,   select   option   “0”   to   be   connected   to   the   priest   “on   duty”.  
 

Worship   Schedule   @   Lourdes  
 

Monday   through   Saturday  Mass   @   8:30am  

Sunday  Mass   @   8:30am   &   10:30am  

Celebrations   of   the   Holy   Mass   can   be   accessed   by   clicking  
 

https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09  
Meeting   ID:   806   182   515  
Password:   002497  

 
When   joining   the   ZOOM   meeting,   please    mute   your   microphones   and   turn   off   your   cameras .   The   “Church”   will   be  

opened   10   minutes   before   the   service   begins.   If   you   log   in   earlier,   you   will   be   placed   in   a   “waiting   room.”  

Domingo   (En   Español)  Missa   @   1:30pm  

Santa   Missa   en   espa ñol  
https://zoom.us/j/450000400?pwd=dlY0WTN0R1pZMU0raFh2OTNrdmxsdz09  
Meeting   ID:   450   000   400  
Password:   018715  

Divine   Mercy   Chaplet        (daily   at   3pm)  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/905598741?pwd=cHc3UlVuLzE1VHhyWVFQTlBrV3l5Zz09  
Meeting   ID:   905   598   741  
Password:   008708  

Additional   masses   are   celebrated   and   livestreamed   across   the   Archdiocese   of   Los   Angeles  
 

   http://www.olacathedral.org/live/   
or   

https://lacatholics.org/mass-for-the-homebound/  

 

https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09
https://zoom.us/j/450000400?pwd=dlY0WTN0R1pZMU0raFh2OTNrdmxsdz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/905598741?pwd=cHc3UlVuLzE1VHhyWVFQTlBrV3l5Zz09
http://www.olacathedral.org/live/
https://lacatholics.org/mass-for-the-homebound/

