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May 2, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
During this past week the office staff fielded a couple of calls asking if somehow their emails had been 
dropped from our emailing list. The concern arose because a couple of parishioners hadn’t received an 
email from me last week. While I didn’t, in fact, send an email last week, this little experience reminded me 
of how quickly a “new normal” can become woven into the fabric of our lives, even as we protest the 
adaptations we might need to make for ourselves and with care for our loved ones. It’s instructive for me.  
 

Some parishioner notes posted on an office door. 

That said, whether the “normal” we’re considering is “new” or “old” 
or whatever, I am constantly reflecting on what lies at the core of 
our mission as a community of faith in these days. I am very proud 
of how our parish staff have adapted to circumstances and 
situations. I am humbled by the gratitude and outpouring of 
concern parishioners have shared. The notes and cards 
addressed to the priests and staff of the parish have been a 
wonderful encouragement to us all, even as we continue to miss 
familiar faces and endeavor to be of service in these times of 
COVID-19 disruption. 
 
While people have been adapting and figuring out ways to “get 
by”, still I discern an increasing restlessness with the restrictions 
on movement and other precautions we are asked to take by 
authorities and public leaders. This week I noticed within myself a 
growing impatience and an increased desire to get out and about, 
to be able to go to dinner with friends, or to simply gather on a 
patio and share some time together. It occurs to my introverted 
self  

that if I’m there, then many of us are likely there too… Even though I find myself feeling this way, I am still 
mindful that the LA County Dept. of Public Health still shows numbers indicating increased rates of infection 
and fatalities. And I find myself remembering that these are not just numbers, but people, and every person 
has family and friends, and so the reach of this viral infection is not just about data, but about people and 
communities, and so I continue to hold you and your loved ones in particular prayer before God.  
 

 



 
 
 

Increasingly I have been receiving questions about when and how we might be re-opening our church 
building for public access. I have no firm answer to that question at this time, but I can share with you some 
thoughts that continue to be developed and informed by circumstances both local and national.  
 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, who has become a household name during these times, thinks it’ll take at least 18 
months to develop a COVID-19 vaccine. That tells me that getting back to “normal” is going to take some 
time. I wonder if it’s even possible to think in terms of getting “back to normal”, or what “normal” might even 
look like after such a span of time has elapsed?  
 
For Church life, and for the public celebration of sacraments, I am keeping abreast of developments both 
locally and nationally. It’s not easy to remain mindful that what’s happening on the ground in Los Angeles is 
not the same as what’s happening on the ground in New York, or Dallas, or Chicago, or Miami, or Houston 
or Philadelphia. What’s happening in Northridge is not the same as what’s happening on the ground in 
Kalamazoo, or Boise, or Fresno, or Bakersfield. Anticipating how businesses and services re-open and get 
underway in different parts of the country is an indicator of how Churches and other organizations will do 
likewise. In other words, what will come will not be a cookie-cutter approach, and neither is it going to be 
simple. Church exists both as a part of our world and apart from it, and so our responses to what unfolds will 
be both a part of our society and apart from it too. Parishes, places of public worship, and parochial schools 
each have their unique needs and hopes too.  
 
We are a sacramental people, and we crave a return to the sacraments which are so meaningful and 
significant for us as a people of faith. This is true for the priests and ministers of the community of faith, as 
well as for the members of the community of faith as a whole. That craving, however, is conditioned by the 
need to preserve the health and well-being of the community of believers also. As we’ve noted in prior 
emails, our sacraments are intensely relational and communal. Additionally, we remember, and are 
increasingly mindful that our community, even here at Lourdes, is not a homogenous grouping. We have 
people who are elderly and so more vulnerable, as well as members who are young and perhaps more 
carefree, healthwise, at least. We have young families and children worshipping alongside people with 
underlying health conditions. All of our particular realities, physical and spiritual, will necessarily be 
considered with the health and well-being of our community uppermost in our discernment.  
 
As in the past, we continue to receive guidance from the Archdiocese, based on consultations with public 
officials and civic leaders. As of this writing, the dispensation from our usual Sunday obligation remains in 
effect through May 17th. As guidance concerning gathering in public changes, and as our county, state and 
national “reopening” takes hold and grows, so will our response as a people of faith more clearly emerge.  
 
I anticipate that as we moved into our current circumstances, we will gradually and carefully “reverse out” of 
these realities. I foresee a measured and carefully supervised reopening of our church building for individual 
prayer, followed by some form of modified public worship in which numbers are carefully controlled and 
social distancing and sanitizing is observed, eventually moving towards a full return to public worship as we 
understand and know it. Again, the health and well-being of our community will be a primary value. 
 
In the meantime, our Church bells continue to ring every day at 12noon and again at 6:00pm every day, 
reminding us to intentionally turn our thoughts towards God during the course of every day. We also 



 
 
 

continue to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy everyday at 3pm.  
 
We continue to celebrate mass every day at 8:30am, Sunday through Saturday. As you are likely aware, 
we celebrate a second mass on Sunday at 10:30am and these liturgies can be accessed on ZOOM. In 
addition, our 1:30pm (Spanish) mass continues, also utilizing ZOOM. Login info is found below. 
 
This weekend we are introducing an additional opportunity for shared praise and worship, with the 
introduction of Sunday Night Prayer and Benediction at 8:30pm. If it proves helpful to the spiritual 
well-being and growth of our community, we will continue it through the month of May, at least.  
 
Once more it behooves me to share my deep gratitude to all who have found ways to get your offertory 
envelopes to us. A goodly number of parishioners have been mailing them, dropping them off at the mail 
slot at the parish office, and continued sign-ups for sustained e-Giving using our FaithDirect offertory 
program is most heartening. This commitment to stewardship is both heartening and inspiring. Our 
employees and their families are especially grateful for your ongoing support and concern.  

 
For those who wish to make a single, 
one-time offering, please take advantage of 
the “Text-to-Give” option.  
 
 

By request, because of our current situation, we are making available the option of arranging for mass 
intentions by calling the office or emailing parishcenter@ollnr.org. A member of the office staff can assist 
you as we move through this prolonged time of the office being remotely staffed. Mass intentions already 
received have been and will continue to be honored on the days already committed.  
 
Mother’s Day is upon us. This year you are invited to send an email to parishcenter@ollnr.org with the 
names of mothers, indicating whether living or deceased. All names received by Friday, May 8th, at 12 noon 
will be included in our Mother’s Day Novena. 
 
Finally, I commend you to the goodness and care of the One, who invites us to live in Easter Faith, and who 
blesses us and calls us always into deeper and deeper relationship with the Divine, and with one another.  
 
May the blessings of this Easter Season continue to be yours.  
 
Fr. David 
 

SEE notes below 
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Remote Office Hours 
Staff continue to work remotely this week. Anyone calling during regular office hours is likely to receive a 
call-back pretty quickly. Email inquiries continue to be addressed promptly.  
 
Emergency calls: Protocols are in place to comply with appropriate health and protection guidance, and 
the “Rite of Anointing” has been modified accordingly. During office hours (Mon-Fri, 8:30am-6pm), call the 
parish at (818) 349-1500 and your call will be returned quickly. Outside those hours, in the case of imminent 
death, select option “0” to be connected to the priest “on duty”. 
 

Worship Schedule @ Lourdes 
 

Monday through Saturday Mass @ 8:30am 

Sunday Mass @ 8:30am & 10:30am 

Celebrations of the Holy Mass can be accessed by clicking 
 

https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09 
Meeting ID: 806 182 515 
Password: 002497 

 
When joining the ZOOM meeting, please mute your microphones and turn off your cameras. The “Church” will be 

opened 10 minutes before the service begins. If you log in earlier, you will be placed in a “waiting room.” 

Domingo (En Español) Missa @ 1:30pm 

Santa Missa en español 
https://zoom.us/j/450000400?pwd=dlY0WTN0R1pZMU0raFh2OTNrdmxsdz09 
Meeting ID: 450 000 400 
Password: 018715 

Divine Mercy Chaplet     (daily at 3pm) 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/905598741?pwd=cHc3UlVuLzE1VHhyWVFQTlBrV3l5Zz09 
Meeting ID: 905 598 741 
Password: 008708 

Sunday Night Prayer & Benediction - 8:30pm 
See information for Mass above. 

Additional masses are celebrated and live-streamed across the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
 

 http://www.olacathedral.org/live/  
or  

https://lacatholics.org/mass-for-the-homebound/ 
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