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May 9, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
There was a subtle, though distinctive shift that occurred during this past week as I spoke with a broad 
variety of people in email, by phone and on zoom calls. It was almost as though someone sent a flare up, 
giving a signal to people to begin expressing their frustrations of being cooped-up. The restlessness I began 
to discern and which I mentioned in last week’s email to you all, seems to have bubbled up and is seeking 
its expression. From folks calling to express concerns about their anxieties to emails calling for the 
reopening of the Church building, it seems that we are struggling a little more than usual to deal with the 
challenges and responsibilities that come with our “Safer at Home” orders, arising from the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

 
Loftus Family ZOOMing 

This week also saw me having the opportunity to chat with my 
siblings and with my parents a little more. I have to confess that I 
wake up now each day hoping to have a new photograph or video of 
my 3yr-old niece’s latest antics. Her adventures this past week 
included an encounter with law enforcement who were questioning 
her (and her aunts) as to the reasons for their walking in the forest. 
Perhaps another time I can share the rest of the story? My point, for 
now, is that we are made for relationships and the human spirit 
requires interaction for its health and well-being. Our current situation 
complicates this, but it doesn’t make it impossible. I encourage you 
all to be proactive in reaching out to family and friends, and even to  

people you don’t know all that well. Call. Email. Interact. Chat with neighbors across the hedge. Arrange to 
meet with a group of neighbors for an adult libation in the evening for half an hour - observing social 
distancing, of course. Bring a chair and a glass of something nice into your front yard and wave at 
passersby and share a smile with them. Our interactions with one another don’t all require that we become 
overnight gurus with technology such as ZOOM or social media. The very choice to take responsibility for 
ourselves and for our well-being is itself a refusal to be imprisoned by circumstance and it can be a 
wonderful gift to a friend or family member. Who doesn’t benefit from the warmth of a friendly greeting! 
 
That said, I found myself struggling somewhat this past week. I was a little less patient than usual at the 
beginning of the week. Small things were irritating me. I became aware of my inner movements, and they 
weren’t all positive. Maybe because of my increased interactions with family in Ireland this past week, I 
found myself lamenting that my planned trip to visit with them will likely not happen this summer. I was 
remembering other times when I could be with them, many of which involved climbing a mountain which has 

 



 
 
 

some significance for us as a family. Most of you have heard me speak of this mountain, a place of 
pilgrimage, and how we had a family tradition of climbing it together on New Years Day. It’s a difficult 
enough climb on a good day, but in the cold of winter weather it’s even more challenging.  

There’s always a good crowd out for the climb, 
though. I would meet people going up and coming 
down. One of the things that I noticed a lot, 
however, is that visitors, or people who were 
climbing it for the first time, tended to be a little 
careless as they came down the slopes. The 
ascent on this mountain is difficult. However, the 
descent can actually be dangerous. The shale 
surface can slide from beneath your feet, and it 
doesn’t take but a moment’s inattention to find 
you’ve sprained your ankle. The pressure on 
one’s knees and back can be intense. And if 
someone allows gravity to simply take them down 
the mountain, they’ll quickly lose control and find 
themselves falling dangerously. I’ve seen it all 
happen. It’s very important to take extra care in 
descending the mountain, and to be respectful of 
the natural experience that the mountain provides. 

Croagh Patrick - New Year’s Climb 2017 

In a way, our movement out of our “Safer at Home” orders will require us to exercise extra care, deliberate 
care. It seems apparent now that while we entered into these circumstances relatively quickly, it’s going to 
be some time before we even begin to approach a sense of a return to what used to pass as normal for us.  
 
In terms of parish life, this is likely going to be a long-haul proposition for us. People have been asking me 
when we’ll be able to celebrate mass together again in Church? They want to know when they will be able 
to partake of sacraments again? And at this time, I can’t offer any clarity in respect of naming dates. A 
newsletter from Senator Bob Herzberg this past week suggests the possibility that it could be late Summer 
or even early Fall, before in-person gatherings of larger groups will be permitted under Phase 3 of the State 
re-opening (https://sd18.senate.ca.gov/news/552020-virus-and-valley-preparing-our-future). Disappointing 
and frustrating as this sounds to me, I am mindful that the health and well-being of our community is of 
paramount importance. I, along with the other priests, am eager to return to full public celebration of the 
sacraments, but I am also mindful that sacraments are for the living… so life and health come first. We will 
continue to explore possibilities and plan for evolving circumstances which might permit us to gather in 
numbers publicly again. We will be ready to act when guidance even hints of the possibility.  
 
I continue to keep up to date with developments across the country, learning from other parishes and 
dioceses and their experiences. I am working locally with other pastors and Archdiocesan staff to keep 
abreast of local developments. I continue to consult with medical and other professionals who are known to 
me. I am so looking forward to the day when we’ll all be able to gather again safely, without worrying about 

https://sd18.senate.ca.gov/news/552020-virus-and-valley-preparing-our-future


 
 
 

masks, or someone sneezing, and whether or not a viral infection is in danger of being spread. A lot of the 
“when” of this will largely rely on our choices and behaviors in the coming weeks. 
 
On the upside, I’m very grateful for the awakening in our homes and families of a renewed sense of prayer 
and worship. The life of the domestic church has been a bulwark of faith throughout the history of the 
Church. Parents teaching children how to pray, grandparents teaching babies to bless themselves, rosaries, 
prayers before bed-time, grace before meals, the Angelus at 12noon and 6pm… all these family prayer 
practices are available to us, and remind us that not everything of our faith is bound up in our public 
celebration of sacraments. They are also good reminders for ourselves, and signs of witness for others, that 
our faith is real, concrete, and not confined by the walls of a church building. It is something to be lived and 
enjoyed wherever we find ourselves. I know that some people might feel these ideas and practices a little 
uncomfortable, especially if we haven’t tried some of them for a while. You may notice, however the 
traditional practices have an ease and comfort that quickly leads to familiarity. If you’re looking for some 
ways to develop a family or home-based experience of prayer, there are resources available on our website. 
 
Our staff continues to do trojan work, even though it’s complicated somewhat by physical constraints. The 
office continues to be staffed remotely. I am amazed and grateful for the manner in which these wonderful 
people have risen to the challenges they have confronted in this time. I know that many of you appreciate 
this, and I have passed along any words of encouragement and gratitude that have come my way.  
 
Our School faculty have found incredible ways to continue partnering with our families in the education of 
the students in our parish school. This past week was Teacher Appreciation Week, and this year they 
deserve every compliment and affirmation we can share with them. The adage goes that “when the going 
gets tough, the tough get going…” Our school faculty and administration have demonstrated this once 
again, making us rightly proud of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish School. 
 
A shout-out also to Sr. Frances and to Sr. Sharon and their respective teams. Our Religious Education 
offerings have been continuing utilizing the ZOOM platform, and families and young people have been 
continuing to grow in their relationship with Jesus. Likewise, those making the journey of faith through the 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults), continue to be accompanied on their journey of faith by a 
wonderful group of people who have creatively adapted to the circumstances in which we find ourselves. 
Our Youth Minister, Sage Hubacek also continues to accompany our young people in Youth Ministry and 
Confirmation, and our Spanish language catechists and leaders have been outstanding in reaching out to 
the community and continuing their work. 
 
All of this goes to remind us that the Church continues its mission, despite the doors of our buildings 
being closed, and despite our inability to gather together for public praise of God and mutual sustenance in 
the Eucharist. God is good, and continues to sustain us amidst the challenges we encounter.  
 
Our Church-bells continue to ring out every day at 12noon and at 6pm every day, reminding us to 
intentionally turn our thoughts towards God. We also continue to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
everyday on ZOOM at 3pm. We also continue to celebrate mass every day at 8:30am, Sunday through 
Saturday, with another mass on Sunday at 10:30am, and in Spanish at 1:30, all using ZOOM. Last week’s 



 
 
 

Sunday Night Prayer and Benediction at 8:30pm proved quite popular, and we will continue it through 
the month of May, at least. We’re also grateful to Sr. Francs and Sr. Sharon for leading the rosary on 
ZOOM, Thursday morning immediately following mass at 8:30am.  
 
All of this continues to be made possible in large part because of your material as well as spiritual support. 
As always, to all who have found ways to get your offering to us, whether using your envelopes or 
electronically using FaithDirect, you can’t know the full depth of my gratitude. This commitment to 
stewardship is both heartening and inspiring. Our employees and their families are particularly grateful for 
your ongoing support and concern.  

 
Those wishing to make a single, one-time 
offering, please take advantage of the 
“Text-to-Give” option.  
 

By request, and because of our current situation, we are making available the option of arranging for mass 
intentions by calling the office or emailing parishcenter@ollnr.org. A member of the office staff can assist 
you as we move through this prolonged time of the office being remotely staffed. Mass intentions already 
received have been and will continue to be honored on the days already committed.  
 
Our Mother’s Day Novena will be taking place this week. Following my invitation in last week's email, we 
received the names of 281 mothers, and their names will be held in prayer and placed on the altar for the 
nine days of the novena. I pray all our mothers every blessing for this Mother’s Day 
 
Finally, please continue to hold one another in prayer. I remember you all every day as I pray before the 
Father, commending you to His care and his loving providence.  
 
May the blessings of this Easter Season continue to be yours.  
 
Fr. David 
 

SEE notes below 
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Remote Office Hours 
Staff continue to work remotely this week. Anyone calling during regular office hours is likely to receive a 
call-back pretty quickly. Email inquiries continue to be addressed promptly: parishcenter at ollnr.org 
 
Emergency calls: During office hours (Mon-Fri, 8:30am-6pm), call the parish at (818) 349-1500 and your 
call will be returned quickly. Outside those hours, in the case of imminent death, select option “0” to be 
connected to the priest “on duty”. 
 

Worship Schedule @ Lourdes 
 

Monday through Saturday Mass @ 8:30am 

Sunday Mass @ 8:30am & 10:30am 

Celebrations of the Holy Mass can be accessed by clicking 
https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09 
Meeting ID: 806 182 515 
Password: 002497 

 
When joining the ZOOM meeting, please mute your microphones and turn off your cameras. The “Church” will be 

opened 10 minutes before the service begins. If you log in earlier, you will be placed in a “waiting room.” 

Domingo (En Español) Missa @ 1:30pm 

Santa Misa en español 
https://zoom.us/j/450000400?pwd=dlY0WTN0R1pZMU0raFh2OTNrdmxsdz09 
Meeting ID: 450 000 400 
Password: 018715 

Divine Mercy Chaplet     (daily at 3pm) 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/905598741?pwd=cHc3UlVuLzE1VHhyWVFQTlBrV3l5Zz09 
Meeting ID: 905 598 741 
Password: 008708 

Sunday Night Prayer & Benediction - 8:30pm 
https://zoom.us/j/93382953637?pwd=Vzl3K1h0MDlzNVlwN0ZqUWxENXFiQT09 
Meeting ID: 933 8295 3637 
Password: 023605 

Additional masses are celebrated and live-streamed across the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
 

 http://www.olacathedral.org/live/  
or  

https://lacatholics.org/mass-for-the-homebound/ 
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