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May 16, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
If, last week, there was a “subtle shift” in people’s disposition and behaviors following these weeks of 
disruption to our lives, then this past week saw an overflow of emotion and concern in light of the 
announcement by Dr. Barbara Ferrer that the “Safer at Home” orders were going to be with us for three 
months longer. I fielded a small number of emails and calls in which people shared their concerns, 
disappointments, and sometimes raw frustrations. It seems apparent to me that our “Safer at Home” orders, 
arising from the COVID-19 pandemic are stretching many of us, leaving us with a myriad of feelings, and 
sometimes those feelings can even be experienced as inwardly conflictual.  
 
This past week saw the Archbishop of Los Angeles, Jose Gomez, have a meeting with the priests of the 
Archdiocese. During our zoom-time “together”, he shared with us that he was extending the dispensation 
from the Sunday Obligation to attend mass “indefinitely”. That underscored for me the very real implications 
of Dr. Ferrer’s words earlier in the week. While there is a move to gradual and careful opening of 
businesses and an openness to restoring some activities on hiking trails and beaches, these steps come 
with a very strong caution to care and precautions that are becoming all-too-familiar to su… Masks, social 
distancing, etc.  

 
To the direct point of when our parish buildings will again 
reopen, I can offer no concrete date. Given what we have 
heard this past week, I feel confirmed in my assessment which 
I shared last week that this is going to be a long-haul 
proposition for us. There will be no imminent reopening of our 
Church buildings, with a return to the public celebration of 
mass. We will be taking steps in the coming days and weeks 
to adjust our operations and priorities accordingly. I anticipate 
bringing together a team of parishioners to plan for the 

ultimate re-opening, and to address the different facets of what that is going to look like. It’s increasingly 
obvious that what was, may not be into the future. For example, it’s quite likely that our Sunday morning 
mass schedule will likely have to accomodate time for sanitizing the church between masses. That’s not 
going to be a fifteen minute exercise. So letting that thought sink in, we’ll at least want to consult with 
medical and health professionals, our liturgy people, our liturgical ministers, parish staff, the priests of the 
parish, and parishioners in general. I am so grateful that ours is a community in which there is an 
abundance of goodness in our parishioners that will help us face into this work successfully. 

 



 
 
 

So while we will be working and preparing for the opportunity to worship together once again, nonetheless 
the Church continues its mission and its ministries.  
 
One item I would really like to draw everyone’s attention to is an upcoming opportunity to participate in a 
Red Cross Blood-drive. The American Red Cross Blood Donation 
Center in Woodland Hills is always ready to facilitate donors, but on 
June 3rd, from 9am - 3pm, the Red Cross will be having a blood-drive 
at the Moran Center here at Church. They will be taking all necessary 
precautions, obviously, and so I encourage you to make an appointment 
either online or by calling 1-800-REDCROSS. 
 
Another item that might be of interest to some of us is that we have begun to make available recordings of 
our masses on our website. Scroll down to “Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes” and there you will find the 
recordings of the masses. We hope that this may be of some interest to those who can’t avail themselves of 
the 8:30am live zoomcast. Recordings will be available for a day or so after they take place.  

 
Lastly, in terms of ongoing mission and ministry, Alpha is getting underway once again. 
General information about Alpha can be found on the Alpha Website English / Español. For 
offerings taking place here at Our Lady of Lourdes, details and more information can be found 
on the parish website. To sign up click here. 
 

For those interested in participating in Alpha en Espanol., click on the link and scroll down. 
 
So, last week, I made a reference to my 3-year-old niece and her adventures that led 
her to an encounter with law-enforcement. More than a few people have reached out to 
me in the course of the week and asked for a follow-up, so here it comes.  
 
Mollie has been living with her mom and my sisters about a mile from my parents house 
where I grew up in the West of Ireland. My sisters took Mollie to a National Park for a 
small hike in the forest. On arrival in the forest, they parked safely and Mollie and her 
two aunts headed off to the trail-head to begin their walk.  
 

Between the parking lot and the trailhead, they encountered two police 
officers, called “Guards” in Ireland. They were questioned as to the purpose 
of their presence in the forest. (The Guards were there for “official business” 
and were just wrapping up with their work, when they met my family on the 
trail. As the police officers began to question my sisters and my niece, Mollie 
confidently piped up that she was hunting the Gruffalo. One of the officers 
seemed a little nonplussed, while the other (obviously familiar with the story) 
engaged my precocious little niece with questions about the Gruffalo (it’s 
purple, it seems) and why my niece thought that this particular forest might 
be hiding it. When the officers suggested to my niece that she would be 
better off returning home, she informed them that she was just fine and that 

https://ollnr.weconnect.com/
https://alphausa.org/catholic
https://alphausa.org/espanol
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1sNwigruzWxMEyuu_FsLGYADCHBvGeUN2qjYp560Aqxc/edit?ts=5eb6ed5d
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/espa-ol


 
 
 

they didn’t need to worry about her because her Daddy was a Guard too. The officer who was disposed to 
the seriousness of the Gruffalo-hunt, and who understood something about the Gruffalo, assured Mollie that 
if they caught sight of the Gruffalo, they’d inform her Dad, and Mollie seemed content enough with that. 
Throughout this whole encounter, my sisters were trying to gauge the temperament of the other officer, and 
determined it was definitely time to head home again. So that was the end of that particular adventure for 
our Mollie. Although I should add that Mollie hasn’t forgotten the woods where she’s sure the Gruffalo is 
hiding, and plans a return trip one of these days.  
 
Once again, I’m going to remind you all to be careful and to be socially aware of our COVID lifestyle in these 
days, but don’t let it overly constrain you. Be deliberate and intentional about making choices related to 
going out and about. Be safe, and keep the health and well-being of others uppermost. But make that effort 
to reach out to friends and family members you haven't seen for a while. Sit out in the front yard and engage 
neighbors and walkers at a safe distance. Keep in mind that the choice to take responsibility for ourselves 
and for our well-being is itself a refusal to be imprisoned by circumstance. We are made for relationship, 
and we can be creative in pursuit of that for ourselves.  
 
As always, I endeavor to keep up with what’s happening across our country both in terms of COVID-19 
responses in general, and particularly with how it impacts parishes across the country. I do this as part of 
being aware of, and being prepared for best practices for opening up our parish campus once again, even if 
it’s a ways out, just yet.  
 
Once again, I remind everyone that because of our current situation, we are making available the option of 
arranging for mass intentions by calling the office or emailing parishcenter@ollnr.org. A member of the 
office staff can assist you as we move through this prolonged time of the office being remotely staffed. Mass 
intentions already received have been and will continue to be honored on the days already committed.  
 
Please continue to hold one another in prayer. Msgr. Peter, Fr. Jerry, Fr. Dan and myself remember you all 
in our prayers each and every day. We greatly look forward to seeing your faces once again, whenever that 
comes to pass.  
 
Until then, may God continue to abundantly pour his blessing upon you and those dear to you.  
 
May the blessings of this Easter Season continue to be yours.  
 
Fr. David 
 

SEE notes below 
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Remote Office Hours 
Staff continue to work remotely this week. Anyone calling during regular office hours is likely to receive a 
call-back pretty quickly. Email inquiries continue to be addressed promptly: parishcenter at ollnr.org 
 
Emergency calls: During office hours (Mon-Fri, 8:30am-6pm), call the parish at (818) 349-1500 and your 
call will be returned quickly. Outside those hours, in the case of imminent death, select option “0” to be 
connected to the priest “on duty”. 
 

Worship Schedule @ Lourdes 
 

Monday through Saturday Mass @ 8:30am 

Sunday Mass @ 8:30am & 10:30am 

Celebrations of the Holy Mass can be accessed by clicking 
https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09 
Meeting ID: 806 182 515 
Password: 002497 

 
When joining the ZOOM meeting, please mute your microphones and turn off your cameras. The “Church” will be 

opened 10 minutes before the service begins. If you log in earlier, you will be placed in a “waiting room.” 

Domingo (En Español) Missa @ 1:30pm 

Santa Misa en español 
https://zoom.us/j/450000400?pwd=dlY0WTN0R1pZMU0raFh2OTNrdmxsdz09 
Meeting ID: 450 000 400 
Password: 018715 

Divine Mercy Chaplet     (daily at 3pm) 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/905598741?pwd=cHc3UlVuLzE1VHhyWVFQTlBrV3l5Zz09 
Meeting ID: 905 598 741 
Password: 008708 

Sunday Night Prayer & Benediction - 8:30pm 
https://zoom.us/j/93382953637?pwd=Vzl3K1h0MDlzNVlwN0ZqUWxENXFiQT09 
Meeting ID: 933 8295 3637 
Password: 023605 

Additional masses are celebrated and live-streamed across the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
 

 http://www.olacathedral.org/live/  
or  

https://lacatholics.org/mass-for-the-homebound/ 

 

https://zoom.us/j/806182515?pwd=cUhsZHpDTjRoNkdsSThFWnBEZXozdz09
https://zoom.us/j/450000400?pwd=dlY0WTN0R1pZMU0raFh2OTNrdmxsdz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/905598741?pwd=cHc3UlVuLzE1VHhyWVFQTlBrV3l5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/93382953637?pwd=Vzl3K1h0MDlzNVlwN0ZqUWxENXFiQT09
http://www.olacathedral.org/live/
https://lacatholics.org/mass-for-the-homebound/

