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June 6, 2020 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
I write this letter with a certain sense of foolish giddiness welling up within me. But the giddiness is 
tempered with a sober seriousness because of the struggles and difficult realities with which we are 
contending now as a nation, in light of the reopening of the great wound of racism in our country.  
 
OLL Plan for Reopening for Public Worship 
Let me first share with you the good news that yesterday afternoon I submitted a formal plan to our Regional 
Bishop, and requested his approval of that plan, to allow for the reopening of our Church for public worship 
once again. As soon as we receive approval, we are ready to begin the process of putting the steps into 
place to begin celebrating public mass once more here at Our Lady of Lourdes. I want to express my 
gratitude to the group of people, parishioners all, who assisted in the review and editing of the plan which 
seeks to uphold the health and well-being of our community, even as we navigate compliance with 
Archdiocesan and Public Health Department guidance.  
 
I realize that there are many mixed feelings about our reopening. The results from last week’s survey 
generally follow the same patterns as those I’ve been tracking nationally. While there are some people who 
are eager to return to Church and to public worship, there are also some people who are more inclined to 
wait and see how the COVID-19 numbers shift as our state enters into this re-opening phase.  
 
Some numbers: 

● 25% of respondents are ready to return to Church immediately. 
● 28% of respondents will return but with concerns and reservations. 
● 28% of respondents will delay returning until the situation improves. 
● 15% of respondents will be waiting “quite a while” before returning. 

And interestingly,  
● 44% of respondents would prefer to "Meet in smaller groups or size limited gatherings for a few 

more weeks before resuming in person worship services" 
 
I want to reassure everyone that the health and well-being of everyone continues to be our guiding principle 
as we prepare for the public celebration of mass. We will continue to provide the opportunity to participate in 
broadcast masses, even as we open our doors for people to be present in Church. For those who choose to 
be present in Church, we will be taking steps to increase our awareness for responsibly gathering once 

 



 
 
 

more for public worship. When the plan is approved, we will be making it public very shortly thereafter, and 
we will enter upon the awkward steps toward resuming our life of public faith within the context of living in a 
COVID-19 world.  

Click here to  
volunteer in our reopening 

The survey also showed that as a matter of priority, 32% of 
respondents are looking forward to Eucharistic Adoration 
being restored, while 28% of respondents desire the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession to be restored. 
Responding to both of those needs will be a priority for us. 
They each require certain protocols be in place, but I am 
confident we will be able to move on them rather quickly. 
 
Until the plans are approved, I won’t announce a specific 
date for reopening, but when that approval comes, I won’t be 
waiting to announce it until the usual weekend email. The 
initial outlines of the plan which I spoke about in last week’s 
letter might be worth reviewing in anticipation of any 
impending announcement. 

 
 
Proud to Be Pastor 
I know that Pride is the first of the Seven Deadly Sins, but I am happy to confess it publicly.  
 
Last weekend our parish community donated about 4,000 lbs of food for our local food-pantries. Your 
generosity was staggering. I want to shout from the rooftops of your goodness. May God bless and reward 
you for your goodness. I will give a shout-out to Harry Secky for his encouragement and enthusiasm for 
getting the project off the ground here at Lourdes, and to Brian Young who answered when I called him and 
asked him to organize the volunteers necessary to make it work on the day. To the young and not-so-young 
volunteers who were on hand last Sunday morning, and to those who made the deliveries on Sunday 
afternoon and on subsequent days (simply too much food to move on a single afternoon), a heartfelt “thank 
you” from your proud pastor. The good people at MEND and the Guadalupe Center are also grateful I have 
no doubt. 
 
The cup of pride continued to “runneth over” on Wednesday when the American Red Cross Blood Drive set up 
here at the parish in the Moran Center. Maria Domingo, another parishioner who answered the call to 
leadership and service, lined up a group of volunteers who facilitated the collection of enough blood to save 
the lives of an estimated 159 people. Thank you to everyone who came out to support the work of the Red 
Cross and especially to all those who donated life-saving blood.  
 
On Friday evening, Our Lady of Lourdes School marked the Graduation of the Class of 2020. These 
wonderful young men and women have seen an extraordinary conclusion to their time as students in our 
parish school. I am proud of them, and of their achievements which have brought them to this time in their 
lives. They each graduate now into the high schools of their choice. I want to take a moment to give a 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1v-W0Um7YGLLCxgLC7SbEL-hbyEjJBwhZHGjx1bInkBE/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1v-W0Um7YGLLCxgLC7SbEL-hbyEjJBwhZHGjx1bInkBE/edit
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/20200530_Parishioners.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/20200530_Parishioners.pdf


 
 
 

shout-out to our wonderful faculty and school administration who have shepherded them throughout their 
time here at Lourdes. Kudos goes to their parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings and extended 
families and to all who have supported them, encouraged them, and who have had their backs. 
Congratulations, Class of 2020. 
 
The virtual graduation can be viewed at https://youtu.be/priIuskdYTE 
 

 
 
Truly, this Pentecost Week was one of grace poured out in some wonderfully concrete expressions of true 
Christian discipleship. Our Church buildings might be closed these past weeks, but it is obvious to me that 
our faith is alive and well, even as we long to see one another's faces in Church together again.  
 
Of Protests and Pain 
If pride marked the beginning of the week for me, I confess that the turmoil of protests, violence and 
robberies brought no small amount of care and distress to me. As your pastor I have heard some of you 
share your passion for justice and others your fear of violence, for yourselves and for your loved ones. The 
evil wound of racism continues to fester in our country, and the outpouring of genuine frustration at our 

https://youtu.be/priIuskdYTE


 
 
 

nation’s lack of progress in properly addressing its roots is quite stunning. I thank God that violence did not 
visit people protesting locally. The witness of peaceful protest is remarkably powerful, as it shakes us out of 
any complacency we might enjoy.  
 
I know too that seeing such large crowds of people can be a prompt to fear, especially where violence is 
highlighted. It’s all too easy for legitimately peaceful protests to be hijacked by malicious actors, distracting 
us from the serious matter at hand… Racism. If people begin to respond to violence with fear, then it seems 
to me that our energies to redress injustice and systemic racism will again be sapped. The efforts of local 
law enforcement to facilitate the marches and to keep people and property safe is noteworthy, as is the 
work done by march organizers in such difficult and trying circumstances. Together we can accomplish this 
great work of confronting racism in all its ugly guises.  
 
On this coming Tuesday, Our Lady of Lourdes will join Catholic Churches throughout California, responding 
to a call from the California Catholic Conference of Bishops, in celebrating mass “in memory of George 
Floyd and for the healing of the sin of Racism and its effects”. The votive mass for the Preservation of 
Peace and Justice will be prayed.  
 
The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
My niece and her parents have returned to their own home in the 
eastern part of Ireland. It is a cause of sadness for my parents, of 
course, but it is also a great sign of hope for our family in a couple of 
ways.  
 
It has been three months since Mollie and her mom have been in 
their own house, and so this is a sign of hope for a return to some 
sense of normalcy in our COVID world. Or at least it's a sign of 
encouragement for me to begin to find more creative ways to get 
along with life... mindful of COVID, but not held hostage by it.  
 
The second great sign of hope for us is that the purpose of the 
return is also a reminder to us that Mollie is expecting to meet a new 
baby sister or brother very soon. She’s pretty convinced her sibling 
will be a baby sister, which she dearly wants. I can’t imagine she 
would love having a baby brother to boss around either. However, for her uncle’s part… fingers, toes and 
good health are being prayed for. I’d hoped to visit with my new niece/nephew next month, but I may have 
to be content with pictures for a while, at least until international travel becomes a little more accessible. I 
would be grateful if you would consider remembering my family in your prayers.  
 
God bless and keep you all in His love and peace. I look forward to greeting you in person in the days, 
weeks and months ahead.  
 
Fr. David 


