
 

 
Embracing God’s People • Equipping Disciples • Accompanying Believers 

 
 
 

June 14, 2020 
The Feast of the Body & Blood of Christ 

(Corpus Christi) 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
It has been a hectic few days around the parish as we have begun to reopen the parish office, and initiate a 
series of steps required for the reopening of our Church building for public mass once again. As I noted last 
week, there were quite a few general maintenance items required with the building having been pretty much 
closed down since mid-March. As I write, I have just finished the 1:30pm Spanish mass, broadcast via 
Zoom. We also zoomed our 8:30 and 10:30 morning masses today, while simultaneously having 100 people 
participate in public worship in our church. Our initial experience has been overwhelmingly positive.  
 
You can never know for sure how things are going to work out when you’ve been planning and preparing for 
some time. By the grace of God, and thanks to the tremendous response on the part of so many volunteers, 
everything worked out incredibly well. People pre-registered, got checked-in, were symptom-checked, 
sanitized hands and everyone present adjusted to the adapted ways in which we were able to celebrate 
safely and well together. One of my biggest concerns was the disinfection of the church space between 
masses, but a crew of volunteers under the cautious eyes of Mr. David Whisnant, made it seem relatively 
effortless. Now that I’ve seen them in action, I look forward to a good night’s sleep tonight.  
 
Please keep in mind that the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday mass continues. 
Archbishop Gomez has as a priority the health and well-being of our parishioners, and is particularly 
sensitive to those who are considered part of the population that is at higher risk of severe illness from 
COVID-19. We’re all pretty familiar with that at this stage… over 65, people living in nursing homes or 
long-term care facilities, those with underlying health conditions, etc. Everyone is encouraged to take 
personal responsibility for their own health and the choices made in this regard. As we move forward, I 
encourage everyone in the higher-risk group to read the related CDC recommendation before coming to 
worship with us in person. If there is any doubt in your mind, please don’t hesitate to join us in worship via 
the ZOOM link.  
 
Tomorrow, I will begin to debrief with staff, in order that we can go over our experience of this morning 
together. In the coming weeks we may tweak our protocols as and where necessary. I suspect that as we 
become more familiar with the protocols, it will become easier and less challenging for all participants, 
volunteers and mass-goers alike.  What is really gratifying is that the protocols and procedures we have in 
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place are proving effective and well thought through (thanks to our committee), and that we are well 
prepared for whatever the Lord sends our way.  
 
Parish staff are already anticipating the addition of another mass, but this decision has yet to be finalized. I 
anticipate that a decision will be finalized in time for the opening of the pre-registration sign-up for next 
weekend on our website Wednesday evening.  
 
Preparations for the celebration of public weekday masses are still unfolding. As are plans for opening the 
church for private prayer and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Those who were here on Sunday can 
already appreciate what goes into opening up the worship space. I have no doubt we will find our way 
forward with God’s help, and the goodness of our volunteers. 
 
VOLUNTEERS 
I can’t even begin to express my gratitude to so many of our volunteers. You were generous with your time 
and your abilities as you came for training, and volunteered to serve the community by assisting with our 
re-opening for public worship. Your selfless example is an inspiration to me as your pastor, and it simply 
moved my heart to see what the dedicated few were able to make possible for the faithful many.  
 
I appreciate that there are many more parishioners who have hearts for service, and in the weeks and 
months ahead, God willing, we will find ourselves in a position to better give of ourselves. I know that some 
of you have emailed with aching hearts, sharing your desire to be present today and to help, but also 
mindful that COVID-19 remains an active reality in our community, and so there is a very definite need for 
caution and care. I am grateful for your prayers and for our material support throughout these many weeks 
and months. I look forward with great anticipation to a full resumption of our life as a community of believers 
in the hopefully not-too-distant future.  
 
PREPARING TO RETURN TO PUBLIC WORSHIP 
For those who plan on joining us for public worship here at Lourdes any time soon, it will be of great help to 
view the video on our website in advance of arriving at Church. It contains a lot of useful information, and 
gives a very clear idea of what to expect here at Lourdes for the near future.  
 
Likewise, if you prefer to read through the protocols and learn what to expect, you can do so on the OLL 
Homecoming page on the parish website. 
 
CONFESSION/RECONCILIATION 
We also resumed the public celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession on Saturday 
afternoon. Our protocols, once again, proved very effective. Confessions will continue to be offered on 
Saturday afternoon at 4pm, located in Moran Center’s  Room 4. As always, for those for whom Saturday 
afternoon is not possible, Individual appointments may also be made by emailing parishcenter@ollnr.org.  
 
MORE INITIAL STEPS MOVING FORWARD 
We have already begun to explore what possibilities there are for the resumption of celebrating public 
funerals and weddings in our church. Guidance from LA County Department of Public Health for weddings 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j_2rgC5so0R6k33qZFF98PZkgRKL6wxy/view
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/oll-homecoming
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/oll-homecoming
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/20200610_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/business/GuidanceConductingWeddings.pdf


 
 
 

and funerals remains cautiously restrictive in terms of the numbers of people who may attend. With 
numbers of infections continuing to remain stubbornly high in the County, with over 1000 new cases day on 
day, we can appreciate the concerns involved. However, as we learn from our Sunday Mass experiences, 
we will better be able to anticipate updated protocols for funerals and weddings going forward. That may 
take a little time yet. If anyone needs some help in planning, please don’t hesitate to call us at the office and 
we will endeavour to be of assistance.  
 
FAREWELL RAMON REYES, PARISH INTERN 
Every year at this time we come to a sad parting. Our Parish Intern prepares now to return to St. John’s 
Seminary and the resumption of his theological studies and pastoral preparation for ordination, God willing. 
Ramon has been an incredible gift to our community, andover these past four months particularly, while 
many interns might bemoan their lot, Ramon stepped up and showed the stuff of which he’s made. He has 
shown incredible care and support to Msgr. Peter, Fr. Jerry, Fr. Dan and myself. He has worked diligently 
with other members of parish leadership and collaborated well with staff. He has done trojan work with and 
among our spanish-speaking community, and they will greatly miss his presence. I remarked earlier today 
that Ramon has shown himself to have a heart for service… for service of God’s people, and for Jesus. I’ve 
assured him of our continued prayers and support in the journey that lies ahead.  
 
Dios te bendiga, Ramoncito! 
 
The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
My niece called it. She absolutely called it! She insisted that her new sibling 
was going to be a girl, and she absolutely called it! Anna Marie Loftus was 
born into this world on Thursday morning last, weighing in at a very healthy 
8lbs 2.5oz  When her Dad called her to tell her the good news, before he 
could tell her anything, she asked “Daddy, did my baby sister pop out yet?” 
My sister recorded her little voice and it was so precious to hear.  
 
The image to the right is of my niece on her first day in this world. She has 
already successfully navigated some of the important milestones for 
newborns… feeding, pooping, first bath, etc. Reportedly, she’s quieter than 
her older sibling was, so we’ll have to see how that unfolds. 
 
Thank you all for your prayers. Mom and Dad are doing well, and baby 
Anna is thriving, Deo gratias. 
 
May God continue to bless and keep you all in His love and peace. I look forward to both zooming with you, 
as well as greeting you in person in the days, weeks and months ahead.  
 
 
Fr. David 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/business/GuidanceConductingFunerals.pdf

