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June 17, 2020 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
It gives me great comfort to know that our efforts to begin the long journey towards reopening our parish 
church for public worship got off to a great start last weekend. God is indeed good! 
 
We implemented protocols for a resumption of our celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation/ 
Confession which went smoothly for the participants. Taking advantage of both the location and facility of 
the Moran Center made it possible for us to take every reasonable precaution to safeguard the health and 
well-being of our parishioners, who were happy to enjoy the celebration of the sacrament.  
 
Those of you who were able to be present on Sunday morning for our first public masses since last March 
experienced the incredible work of great teams of Homecoming Volunteers, teams that facilitated those 
masses in their entirety. I can’t express how grateful and I was, and how inspired I am by the incredible 
self-giving of our parishioners who committed to this work of making the resumption of public mass possible. 
In all, it takes a team of 20-23 Homecoming Volunteers to facilitate a mass on Sunday morning in this world 
of COVID-19.  
 
Our Homecoming Volunteers implemented a comprehensive series of protocols designed to comply with 
state and local guidance. Together with the cooperation of all those who were present for mass, we were 
able to undertake a wonderful if simple celebration while taking every reasonable care for the good health 
and well-being of all present. The disinfecting of the Church between masses went flawlessly, as did 
everyone’s participation in the basic elements of self care with which we’re all familiar, such as 
face-coverings, symptom-checking, social distancing and keeping hands clean.  
 
With all this in mind, we are ready to add a mass to our schedule for the coming weekend. When our 
pre-registration goes live on Wednesday evening, you’ll notice that we’ve adjusted the upcoming mass 
schedule to allow for this. We will add a mass at 7am, and will move our other masses back a half hour, so 
our Sunday schedule will now be as follows: 
 

7:00am (not zoomed), 9:00am, 11:00am and 1:30pm (Spanish) .  
 
At this time we will continue to zoom the 9am, the 11am and the 1:30pm Spanish mass. We are planning on 
a return to public participation in the Spanish mass in early July.  

 



 
 
 

 
Preparations for the celebration of public weekday masses continue to unfold. We’re hoping to 
recommence weekday public mass next Monday, but final protocols are still being developed and we will 
need to confirm we have an adequate number of volunteers to make it possible. I am hopeful, however, that 
we’re on course, and should be able to move forward as we anticipate. We will confirm this with 
announcements at our masses on Sunday. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering to be part of our Lourdes Homecoming Volunteers team, Sundays or 
weekdays, please complete the volunteer registration form on the parish website. We will be happy to 
provide the necessary training, and work with you to find a way of serving that works with your schedule. A 
review of the video on what to expect when coming to mass at Lourdes in these COVID-times will be a 
helpful orientation to get started. 
 
Going forward, please note that the pre-registration for Sunday masses will go live on our parish 
website on Wednesday evenings at or about 7pm. I wouldn’t encourage everyone to click in at 7pm 
exactly, or you could crash the site!!! 
 
Remember, we use pre-registration primarily to make possible our contact-tracing in the unlikely event of an 
outbreak. The information we ask for is important. Every person who is present in Church needs to 
pre-register. The information is disposed of regularly, as we no longer need to use it for contact-tracing. 
 
May God continue to bless and keep you all in His love and peace. Please keep in your prayer the success 
of all our efforts oriented toward the resumption of our communal faith life as a people of God.  
 
 
Fr. David 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1v-W0Um7YGLLCxgLC7SbEL-hbyEjJBwhZHGjx1bInkBE/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j_2rgC5so0R6k33qZFF98PZkgRKL6wxy/view

