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June 20, 2020 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
This morning I worked with an additional group of volunteers, and we prepared for the reopening of our 
Church for public worship! Their enthusiasm and excitement for being back in our church building, and for 
being part of what it takes to get us reopened for public worship, was a little intoxicating. But we got through 
the training, and I think everyone went home glad to have been part of something. Maybe some of the 
volunteers were just happy to be able to get out of their home and do something different that they haven’t 
been able to do for a few months, but I like to think that when we give of ourselves in service of something 
bigger than ourselves, that makes for goodness all around.  
 
We continue on our gradual path to reopening and re-engaging our sacramental life as a community of 
believers, while at the same time I am very aware of so many in our community who struggle because they 
can’t yet be physically present. For my own part, I don’t mind admitting that I find it a little challenging to try 
to keep up with everything now. On the one hand parish staff are working on different tracks all oriented to 
re-opening, but at the same time, we have to be mindful to keep up the work that serves many in our 
community who are still in need of, and who benefit from, our outreach designed to help in a time of being 
socially distant. Your patience and consideration continues to be greatly appreciated. 
 
The excitement as we move deeper into our resumption of public services was tempered every evening this 
week as I read the numbers published by the LA County Department of Public Health. Our numbers remain 
stubbornly high, both for new infections day-on-day, as well as the numbers of people who die from 
COVID-related illness. Nonetheless, we continue our efforts to reclaim our lives within the context of this 
reality. I am grateful that here at Lourdes we are doing everything we reasonably can to help in this 
endeavor. The health and wellbeing of our community remains our priority in all that we are undertaking. It is 
worth remembering that we all have our own part to play in this. Face-coverings, social distancing, thorough 
hand-washing - the things we’re all-too-familiar with by now - coupled with the protocols here at Church, will 
go a long way to supporting our efforts to resume our public sacramental life, and to keep it on track.  
 
I mentioned earlier in the week that because of the generosity of time and presence of our Homecoming 
Volunteers we are beginning to expand our public mass schedule. This weekend we will celebrate mass 
publicly on Sunday morning at 7am, 9am, and 11am. This spacing allows us to carry out our sanitization 
protocols between masses, when one congregation departs and before another enters the Church building.  
 

 



 
 
 

Resumption of Public Weekday Mass 
In addition, I am happy to announce that we are ready to open our weekday masses once again for public 
participation. Initially, everyone will be asked to fill out a “contact tracing card” before entering Church on a 
weekday. The rest of what we do will mirror much of our Sunday experience. It will be a learning curve for 
the first week, I suspect, but I also believe that we’ll get into our rhythm pretty quickly, and adjust 
accordingly. Weekday mass will continue to be celebrated at 8:30, Monday through Saturday for the 
time being. Remember, it is a mass which is being “zoomed”, and so will look and feel different to what we 
used to have on our weekdays. This will get us started, however, and I look forward to reestablishing our 
pre-COVID schedule eventually. Going forward, we will continue to monitor participation in our Sunday 
masses, and as we need to, we will continue to develop the schedule. If you’re looking forward to being 
present for weekday mass, I expect I might see you on this coming Monday. (Church will open at 8am) 
 
Adoration 
We continue to work on preparing to reopen the church for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
during the week, and if anyone is interested in volunteering to assist in this particular effort, I would ask that 
you indicate this in an email to parishcenter@ollnr.org Once again, when we have the volunteers and can 
train them, we will be able to move forward with this important step also. Initially, I imagine keeping the 
church open on a limited basis, perhaps for a couple of hours immediately following morning mass. This will 
be determined by the availability of volunteers. 
 
Funerals & Weddings 
Protocols for the resumption of funerals and weddings are moving ahead, but very slowly. I continue to 
await revised and updated guidance both from LA County and from the Archdiocese. In the interim, we are 
treading slowly and carefully. We want to avoid any back-ward steps in these early days of resuming our 
public worship. 
 
Homecoming Volunteers 
Once again, I invite those who may be interested in our efforts to resume public worship to consider 
volunteering to be part of our Lourdes Homecoming Volunteers team. We rely on volunteers for Sunday 
masses, for mass on weekdays, and into the future, for keeping our church open for adoration, for funerals 
and for weddings. Please complete the volunteer registration form on the parish website. We will be happy 
to provide the necessary training, and work with you to find a way of serving that works with your schedule. 
A review of the video on what to expect when coming to mass at Lourdes in these COVID-times will be a 
helpful orientation to get started. 
 
Stations of the Cross - Overcoming Racism 
 

The Bishops of California have worked together to develop a video inviting us 
to participate in praying the Stations of the Cross. It is a provocative prayer into 
which we can lean as we pray for peace, justice and the building up of a 
society in which all people are recognized for their inherent dignity as children 
of God.  
 

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1a70iZuwrMH-omzb4ifx5EtdUeFCB6Np7VYXKf9-kKPg/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j_2rgC5so0R6k33qZFF98PZkgRKL6wxy/view
https://youtu.be/RYc9_QIRgr4


 
 
 

The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
My niece has a whole new adventure unfolding in her life right now, as many of you are 
aware. Taking on the role of big sister is not always an easy thing to do. Nonetheless, 
Mollie’s Dad (my brother) assures me that she is “playing a blinder”. For those not 
familiar with Irish colloquialisms, this is a strong endorsement of Mollie’s behavior. 
She’s doing a great job as a big sister. Little Anna is also becoming more and more 
comfortable with her “new world”. Mom tells me she’s sleeping well and eating well, 
and her Dad assures me she’s pooping well too.  
 
 
On that note, then, brothers and sisters, on this Father’s Day weekend, I pray you all every blessing and 
grace: 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  

(Numbers 6:24-26) 
 
Please continue to keep in your prayer the success of all our efforts oriented toward the resumption of our 
communal faith life as a people of God.  
 
 
Fr. David 


