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July   3,   2020  
 
 
Dear   Brothers   and   Sisters,  
 
I   find   it   somewhat   odd   to   be   wishing   you   all   a   Happy   Fourth   of   July   holiday   amid   the   ongoing   fallout   from  
increased   infections   and   COVID-related   deaths   here   in   Los   Angeles   County.   I   confess   that   I   had   thought  
when   we   began   the   journey   to   reopen   our   neighborhoods   and   communities,   our   businesses   and   our  
Churches,   that   we   had   seen   the   worst   of   what   the   Coronavirus   could   do   to   us.   However,   that   is   not   to   be   the  
case,   and   so   it   is   good   for   us   to   nonetheless   make   adjustments   to   our   usual   July   4th   celebrations.   We   may  
not   celebrate   as   we   usually   would,   but   it   is   nonetheless   a   good   thing   for   us   to   reflect   on   all   that   is   good   and  
beautiful   in   our   nation   as   we   celebrate   its   “birthday”,   and   to   perhaps   also   reflect   on   what   we   continue   to  
work   on   together   in   our   steps   to   fulfill   the   promise   and   dreams   of   our   wonderful   nation.   
 
On   Thursday   word   came   to   me   that   in   the   Archdiocese   of   San   Francisco   public   masses   were   being   scaled  
back.   Both   secular   and   religious   media   were   reporting   on   the   challenges   and   efforts   being   made   to   meet  
those   challenges   that   communities   face   as   they   strive   to   balance   public   health   and   public   worship.   When  
reports   of   scaling   things   back   here   in   California   began   this   past   week,   I   was   immediately   concerned   that  
despite   all   our   efforts   here   at   Lourdes,   we   might   find   ourselves   having   to   respond   to   increased   restrictions  
on   our   public   gatherings   for   worship   once   again.   Like   many   of   you,   I   grow   weary   of   all   the   toing   and   froing   of  
our   society.   Nonetheless,   the   health   and   wellbeing   of   our   entire   community   remains   uppermost   in   our  
priorities   as   we   strive   to   move   forward   and   learn   to   live   with   the   reality   of   COVID-19   and   its   effects   in   our  
families   and   in   our   communities.   
 
I   was   scheduled   to   leave   last   Sunday   evening   for   my   annual   vacation   with   my   family   at   my   home   in   Ireland.  
It   was   to   be   a   time   marked   by   the   celebration   of   the   baptism   of   my   youngest   niece,   and   newest   member   of  
the   family.   Obviously,   I   didn’t   travel,   and    when    that   trip   might   be   possible   is   known   to   God   alone,   it   seems.  
Msgr.   Peter   has   also   had   to   make   adjustments   to   his   plans   for   a   break   during   this   coming   week.   We   all   have  
our   own   stories   of   plans   interrupted.   These   “inconveniences”   are,   perhaps,   annoyingly   frustrating   in   our  
lives,   but   I   am   quickly   reminded   that   there   are   bigger   and   more   important   concerns.   
 
On   Thursday   I   was   informed   of   a   former   parishioner   with   strong   connections   to   our   parish,   who   has   been  
struggling   for   his   life   after   contracting   the   coronavirus.   I   invite   your   prayers   for   him   and   for   his   family.   
 
It’s   a   good   reminder   for   all   of   us   when   we   hear   these   “numbers”   and   “statistics”   being   spoken   of   by   public  
officials,   that   we’re   talking   about   people   and   families.   We’re   talking   about   our   parents   and   our   siblings,  
about   our   children   and   our   friends.   My   heart   has   been   fractured   on   numerous   occasions   in   these   past  
weeks   and   months   as   I   have   stood   at   the   gravesides   of   our   people,   with   our   traditional   rituals   and   funeral  
rites   conditioned   by   public   health   needs.   It   has   also   been   difficult   to   have   to   adapt   our   usual   rites   of  
anointing   and   prayers   for   the   dying,   while   I   accompany   people   in   their   last   hours   in   this   life,   and   stand   with  

 



 
 
 

families   in   prayer   at   the   besides   of   their   loved   ones.   These   times   of   sacred   rites   have   always   been   about  
affording   the   opportunity   for   people   to   come   together   and   to   mark   the   “threshold   moments”   of   life.   But   in  
these   days,   our   ability   to   gather,   our   usual   forms   of   sharing   comfort   and   compassion   are   strained.   Our   care  
for   one   another   must   be   cognizant   of   the   COVID-related   threats   to   our   common   health.   Vigilance,   rather  
than   carelessness,   is   important   as   we   begin   to   claim   back   some   semblance   of   what   we   once   considered  
“normal”   in   our   lives.   Otherwise   in   the   face   of   increasing   infection   numbers,   we   will   be   set   back   in   our  
efforts,   and   continue   to   be   constrained   in   our   endeavors.   
 
Last   week   I   noted   that   there   are   four   primary   elements   to   our   efforts   here   at   Lourdes,   in   our   work   to   safely  
open   for   public   worship:  

1. Individual   adherence   to   Best   (Health)   Practices   -   washing   hands,   face-coverings,   social  
distance,   etc.,   are   (necessary)   expressions   of   our   care   for   others   during   this   COVID-time  

2. Cleaning   -   disinfecting   the   church   between   every   mass,   limiting   contact   surfaces,   etc.,  
enables   multiple   services  

3. Symptoms   Checks   -   checking   for   fever,   cough,   shortness   of   breath,   during   the   past   14   days  
4. Contact-tracing   -   allows   us   to   reach   out   to   those   present   in   church   in   the   event   of   an  

outbreak  
These   four   “pillars”   support   everything   we   are   doing   to   make   our   public   worship   as   safe   as   we   reasonably  
can.   
 
That   said,   it   is   important   to   note   that   nothing   is   100%   and   everyone   who   joins   us   for   public   worship   is  
strongly   encouraged   to   remain   vigilant,   and   to   take   personal   responsibility   for   their   own   health   and  
well-being,   as   well   as   the   health   and   well-being   of   others.   Keep   in   mind   that   all   our   public   guidance  
suggests   that   we   are   safest   -   and   we   keep   others   safe   -   by   remaining   at   home   as   much   as   possible,   and   by  
limiting   our   exposure   to   group   gatherings.   
 
With   this   in   mind,   Archbishop   Gomez   continues   to   extend   the    dispensation   from   the   obligation   to   attend  
mass   on   Sundays    indefinitely   to   facilitate   those   of   our   communities   who   choose   to   remain   at   home.   
 
Here   at   Lourdes,   we   also   continue   to   encourage   this   and   we   are   committed   to   continue   making   our  
celebrations   of   the   Eucharist   available   by   means   of   live   broadcast   to   parishioners   who   are   “at   risk”   or  
“vulnerable”   for   as   long   as   it   takes.   
 
Once   again,   I   want   to   express   my   gratitude   to   all   our   parishioners   (and   visitors)   who   have   been   coming   to  
Church   for   your   cooperation   in   helping   us   maintain   our   protocols   for   public   worship.   
 
A   word   of   commendation   also   goes   to   our   many,   many   volunteers   who   have   stepped   up   (20+   for   each  
Sunday   mass),   who   make   possible   the   resumption   of   our   public   worship.   Without   these   volunteers,   we  
simply   would   not   be   able   to   maintain   our   protocols,   and   consequently   would   not   be   able   to   open   our   doors  
for   public   worship   in   this   COVID-time.  
 
Public   Mass   on   Sundays  
From   Sunday,   July   5th,   we   will   have   four   masses   celebrated   in   public   on   Sunday   morning.   They   are  
scheduled   for   7am,   9am,   11am,   and   1pm   in   Spanish.   The   9am,   11am   and   1pm   masses   are   available   to   our  
parishioners   who   choose   to   avail   of   the   ZOOM   platform   to   participate   from   home.   
 



 
 
 

I   continue   to   keep   a   close   eye   on   demand   for   being   present   for   public   worship,   and   we   will   continue   to  
review   our   mass   schedules   to   accommodate.  
 
Public   Mass   on   Weekdays  
Through   the   generosity   of   volunteers   who   give   of   their   time   in   service   of   the   community,   we   have  
maintained   our   ability   to   open   our   8:30am   mass   to   the   public.   We   will   continue   to   broadcast   our   daily   mass  
at   8:30am   into   the   future.   We   will   also   continue   our   Tuesday   Morning   “Coffee   in   the   Vestry”   and   our  
Thursday   morning   “Rosary”   facilitated   over   the   Zoom   platform.   
 
Adoration  
Unfortunately,   we   find   ourselves   unable,   at   this   time,   to   reopen   the   church   for   private   prayer   before   the  
Blessed   Sacrament    during   the   week.   It   is   proving   more   difficult   to   source   volunteers   for   this.   Nonetheless,  
we   are   not   giving   up,   and   we   continue   to   look   forward   to   building   a   team   that   can   make   this   a   possibility   for  
our   people   once   again.   If   you,   or   anyone   you   know,   is   interested   in   volunteering   to   assist   in   this   particular  
effort,   I   would   ask   that   you   indicate   this   in   an   email   to    parishcenter@ollnr.org     When   we   have   the   volunteers  
and   can   train   them,   we   will   be   able   to   move   forward   with   this   endeavor.   As   I’ve   mentioned   in   the   past,   I  
hope   we   can   initially   open   the   church   for   private   prayer   and   adoration   on   a   limited   basis,   and   growing  
according   to   the   needs   of   our   community.  
 
Baptisms,   Funerals   &   Weddings  
Protocols   for   the   resumption   of   baptisms,   funerals   and   weddings   are   moving   ahead,   but   very   slowly   still.  
Hoped-for   progress   this   past   week   has   been   confounded   by   the   realities   of   the   increased   infections   and  
risks   in   public   gatherings.   So   we   continue   to   move   forward   slowly   and   carefully.   While   we   can   work   to   avoid  
back-ward   steps   in   these   early   days   of   resuming   our   public   worship,   we   nonetheless   are   impacted   by   what  
is   going   on   in   the   broader   society   over   which   we   have   no   control.   
 
First   Reconciliation,   First   Communion   &   Confirmation   
I   mentioned   last   week   that   contingencies   for   the   young   people   and   teens   for   whom   these   important  
celebrations   have   been   impacted   by   COVID-19   realities,   were   being   developed.   We   have   made   some  
progress   in   beginning   to   schedule   dates   and   times   for   these   significant   parish   celebrations   of   sacrament,  
and   are   hopeful   that   recent   public   setbacks   in   the   general   society   won’t   adversely   impact   our   efforts.  
Families   are   being   contacted   at   this   time   with   different   options.   We   are   committed   to   providing   those  
families   who   want   to   move   forward   with   the   opportunity   to   celebrate   First   Reconciliation,   First   Communion  
and   Confirmation   with   the   support   they   need.   We   are   equally   committed   to   support   the   many   families   who  
are   not   yet   ready   to   move   forward   with   these   sacraments,   and   will   work   with   them   for   a   future   celebration   of  
sacrament.   As   with   all   other   public   gatherings   here   at   Lourdes,   these   celebrations   will   be   modified   with   the  
health   and   well-being   of   our   community   uppermost   in   our   mind.   
 
For   families   for   whom   the   celebration   of   these   significant   sacraments   may   be   the   occasion   of   a   return   to  
public   worship,   I   strongly   encourage    reading   our   protocols    and   viewing   the    video    prepared   for   our   “Lourdes  
Homecoming”.   It   will   prove   very   helpful   in   understanding   what   to   expect   when   returning   for   public   worship.   
 
 

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/oll-homecoming
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j_2rgC5so0R6k33qZFF98PZkgRKL6wxy/view


 
 
 

The   Further   Adventures   of   Mollie   Loftus  
The   big   (Mollie)   news   of   the   week   is   that   as   the   “reopening”   of   things   makes   some   progress   in   Ireland,   it  

was   possible   for   my   parents   to   travel   to   meet   Mollie   and   her  
new   baby   sister   for   the   first   time.   Mam   and   Dad   have   been  
“cocooning”,   as   it   is   called   in   Ireland,   since   measures   went  
into   place   last   March   in   Ireland   to   limit   the   spread   of   the  
coronavirus.   For   them,   that   meant   no   leaving   home.   Initially,  
groceries   and   other   necessities   were   brought   to   them.   They  
were   not   permitted   to   leave   their   home   except   for   a   serious  
emergency.   With   the   passing   of   time,   they   were   eventually  
allowed   to   travel   no   farther   than   2   kilometres   (about   a   mile  
and   a   quarter)   from   their   home.   This   was   later   expanded   to   5  
kilometres   (a   little   over   3   miles).   Then   just   last   Monday,   the  
restriction   on   distance   was   lifted,   allowing   for   the   possibility   of  
travel,   even   though   it   is   still   discouraged   unless   necessary.   
 

Needless   to   say,   for   my   parents,   it   was   “necessary”   to   travel   to   meet   the   newest   addition   to   the   family.   My  
mom   got   to   hold   her   new   grand-daughter   for   the   first   time.   In   speaking   with   her   afterwards,   she   made   the  
observation   that   it   was   the   first   time   since   last   March   that   she   has   begun   to   feel   hopeful   that   things   just  
might   get   better   again,   and   we   can   all   begin   to   get   back   to   being   basically   human   once   more.   
 
As   is   evident   from   the   above   photo,   Mollie   has   already  
learned   that   it's   perfectly   appropriate   for   a   big   sister   to  
photobomb   any   of   little   Anna’s   photo-ops.   Indeed,   she’s  
been   a   great   help   to   her   mom   and   dad   in   looking   after  
baby   Anna,   helping   to   change   her   diaper   (reporting   on  
the   quality   of   poop   to   anyone   who’ll   listen),   helping  
bathe   her,   and   even   helping   to   read   little   stories   to   her  
baby   sister   at   bed-time.   
 
For   all   that   Anna   needs   her   attention,   Mollie   hasn’t  
allowed   her   baby   sister   to   overly   cramp   her   own  
adventures   too   much.   She   still   enjoys   her   special   times  
when   just   she   and   her   dad   head   off   to   a   nearby   place  
where   they   can   hike,   visit   farm   animals,   and   depending  
on   what   time   of   the   day,   secretly   have   pancakes  
together   (shh…   don’t   tell   mommy!”   
 
Once   again,   my   god-daughter   reminds   me   of   the   intricacies   of   living   in   a   world   touched   by   COVID-19,  
learning   to   be   vigilant   while   still   getting   on   with   the   living   of   life.   She   reminds   me   of   how   much   we   all   need   to  
enjoy   life,   no   matter   what   challenges   it   may   throw   up   to   us.   Poop   will   always   be   poop.   We   all   have  
responsibilities   to   and   for   others   in   life.   A   good   walk   will   clear   the   head.   Pancakes   are   best   enjoyed   shared.   
 



 
 
 

And   so,   friends,   please   enjoy   the   rest   of   your   holiday   weekend.   Have   a   wonderful   -   and   safe   -   July   Fourth.   I  
leave   you   with   a   quote   attributed   to   the   33rd   President   of   our   United   States,   Harry   Truman,   which   somehow  
came   my   way   this   week,   and   which   I   think   is   apropos   for   our   time:  
 

"America   was   not   built   on   fear.   America   was   built   on   courage,   on   imagination   and   an   unbeatable  
determination   to   do   the   job   at   hand."  
 

In   my   mind   it   echoes   another   presidential   quote,   this   time   from   Franklin   Delano   Roosevelt:  
 

“We   have   nothing   to   fear,   but   fear   itself”  
 

Both   of   these   servants   of   the   people   saw   it   as   their   responsibility,   each   in   their   own   time,   to   inspire   and   to  
instill   hope   in   their   fellow   citizens,   and   to   challenge   their   fellows   to   rise   above   challenges   to   embrace   their  
capacity   for   the   extraordinary.   A   good   thought   for   these   days,   I   propose.   
 
May   God   bless   you   all,   and   may   God   bless   America.   
 
F�.   Davi�  


