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July 11, 2020 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
This is a slightly briefer message than is usual for me, but it comes to you within quite an eventful week in 
the life of our parish community.  
 

Mary Janus, David Romero S.J., and Msgr. Peter on the 
occasion of David’s first vows in 2011. 

This morning we celebrated the funeral mass for 
Mary Janus. Mary was best known to many as the 
director of the Sunday morning 9am Family Choir 
and the Sunday 5:30pm Harmonia Choir. As a 
member of parish staff she was an able and 
competent colleague who pushed us all to be better 
disciples of Jesus, and who never relented in that 
pursuit for herself. She will be greatly missed by us 
all. 
 
With great joy, I want to acknowledge the 
ordination to the priesthood of one of our own, 
Fr. David Romero, S.J.. David was ordained a 
priest this past Tuesday in Portland, with his family 
and Jesuit confreres in attendance.  

At some point in the future, when COVID permits, I’ve already confirmed with David that he will come back 
to Lourdes where we can acknowledge this momentous experience in his life. Until that time comes, please 
keep Fr. Romero in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Realities of COVID-19  
The continuing and significant increases in COVID-19 infections here in Los Angeles County continue to 
provide many challenges for us individually and as a community. I continue to pray that the upswing in 
cases will not bring us to a point of having to go through another closing of our church buildings for public 
worship. We are slowly finding our way forward, ever attentive to our need to exercise care and concern for 
one another as we learn to worship publicly in these times.  
 
Perhaps this is a good time to simply encourage everyone to renewed vigilance in the simple things like 
washing our hands thoroughly and regularly, wearing face-coverings to cover nose and mouth when we are 
outside of our own homes and around others, and of course observing appropriate social distance. These 
things which we can all undertake are expressions of our care for others during this COVID-time, as well as 
appropriate habits of personal behavior in these days.  

 



 
 
 

Keep in mind that Archbishop Gomez continues to extend the dispensation from the obligation to attend 
mass on Sundays indefinitely. We will continue to provide broadcasts of our masses to facilitate those of 
our communities who choose to remain at home, and I encourage everyone who needs to, to persevere and 
remain home, even as we reopen our Church for public worship on Sundays. For those who are choosing to 
join us on Sunday morning in person for the first time in these COVID-days, I encourage a review of our 
protocols online, and viewing the video on our parish website ahead of time, to be aware of what to expect. 
 
Once more, I remind everyone that while we have strong protocols in place to make our public worship as 
safe as we reasonably can, it is important to note that nothing is 100% certain. Everyone who joins us for 
public worship is strongly encouraged to remain vigilant, and to take personal responsibility for their own 
health and well-being, as well as the health and well-being of others. Keep in mind that all our public 
guidance suggests that we are safest - and we keep others safe - by remaining at home as much as 
possible, and by limiting our exposure to group gatherings. 
 
The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
Many of you have emailed me to share how much you enjoy the ongoing 
exploits of my niece. I find it a little amusing that because of quirks in 
technology my family can’t actually follow what Mollie’s uncle writes about 
each week. It seems our website isn’t accessible from Europe for some 
reasons I don’t entirely comprehend. Nonetheless, here's this week's little 
installment.  
 
With the birth of her baby sister, Mollie has been growing up quickly. She’s 
certainly learning what it means to be a good “big sister”, and she’s been 
learning how to help bathe her baby sister and to care for her in different 
ways. But as you can see in this picture, she’s also stepping up in other 
ways around the house, and learning how to take care of different chores. 
She really is a “Daddy’s Girl”, and when she spotted my brother out 
mowing the lawn, she had to find some way to help him. Here she is lining 
up the mower basket so my brother can attach it and continue to mow and gather the cuttings.  
 
It occurred to me that my little niece could easily just watch from the sidelines, but she chooses to get into 
things she doesn’t always fully understand, or even appreciate in terms of how difficult they can be. Her 
spirit and her willingness to help are impressive to me. They remind me that we are all called to reach out 
and get involved in whatever ways we can, to help one another, to serve in love, and to support and 
encourage one another in whatever challenges and struggles we might be engaged in.  
 
With that thought, friends, I take my leave of you for now. I will be away from the parish for a few days, so I 
ask you to keep an eye out on Msgr. Peter, Fr. Jerry and Fr. Dan. With them, the parish staff remain ready 
to serve you in any way you need. 
 
God’s blessings on you all.  
 
Fr. David 

https://ollnr.weconnect.com/oll-homecoming
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j_2rgC5so0R6k33qZFF98PZkgRKL6wxy/view

