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August   8,   2020  
 

 
Dear   Brothers   and   Sisters,  
 

 
Fr.   Fili   Cortez   imparts   his   first   blessing   as   a   newly  

ordained   priest   upon   Archbishop   Gomez.  

This   morning   saw   the   ordination   of   8   men   for  
service   as   priests   in   the   Archdiocese   of   Los  
Angeles,   and   among   them   is    Fr.   Filiberto  
“Fili”   Cortez ,   who   will   take   up   his   first  
assignment   here   at   Our   Lady   of   Lourdes   on  
September   1st.   Fr.   Fili   looks   forward   to  
joining   us   here   in   Northridge,   and   I’ve  
assured   him   that   he   will   have   a   warm  
reception   among   us.   Like   everything   else   in  
these   days,   our   welcoming   Fr.   Fili   and  
getting   to   know   him   will   be   conditioned   by  
the   realities   of   COVID,   but   we   will   make   our  
way   through   this   as   we   do   everything   else.  
When   circumstances   permit,   we   will   show   Fr.  
Fili   a   proper   OLL   welcome.  
 
To   learn   a   little   more   about   our   incoming  
Associate   Pastor,   browse   on   over   to   the  
Angelus   News   website   to   view   and   read    Fr.  
Fili’s   profile  

 
Of   course,   with   the   arrival   of   Fr.   Fili   we   will   also   be   anticipating   a   farewell   to   Fr.   Dan.   As   many   of  
you   know,   Fr.   Dan   is   preparing   to   take   up   his   new   assignment   as   Chaplain   at   Nazareth   House,  
an   assisted   living   facility   on   LA’s   westside.   We   will   share   plans   for   a   COVID-style   farewell   for  
him,   to   acknowledge   with   gratitude   his   service   among   us   for   these   past   four   years.   
 
Outdoor   Liturgies   on   the   Way  
I   want   to   take   this   opportunity   to   thank   all   those   who   participated   in   the   survey   that   was  
published   last   week.   As   of   this   writing   (poll   is   now   closed)   there   were   125   responses   to   the  
survey,   almost   97%   of   whom   self-identified   as   “registered”   parishioners.   Many   of   you   shared  
your   contact   information   and   there   were   a   variety   of   suggestions   and   insights   that   have   proved  
helpful   as   we   plan   for   our   outdoor   liturgies   going   forward.   
 
The   following   charts   show   some   of   the   responses   people   shared,   and   I   share   them   for   your  
consideration.   

 

https://angelusnews.com/local/la-catholics/new-la-priests-filiberto-cortez/
https://angelusnews.com/local/la-catholics/new-la-priests-filiberto-cortez/


 
 
 

 
 

Of   those   who   responded,   a   little  
more   than   half   indicated   they   would  
participate   in   an   outdoor   liturgy   at  
this   time.   

 

Of   those   who   responded,   there  
was   an   express   preference   for  
mass   early   on   Sunday   morning,  
with   an   overall   preference   for  
mass   at   8:00am.  

 

 

Almost   a   third   of   respondents  
indicated   that   the   temperature   is  
not   a   factor   for   consideration,   but  
for   almost   two-thirds   of  
respondents,   temperatures   in   the  
mid-eighties   or   lower   is   preferable.   

 
More   than   a   third   of  
respondents   expressed   a  
preference   for   remaining   in   their  
cars   with   windows   rolled   down,  
but   the   majority   (almost   54%)   of  
respondents   expressed   a   pref-  
erence   for   bringing   a   blanket  
and/or   chairs   to   place   on   the  
designated   area   of   the   lot.   

 
Keep   in   mind   that   the   poll   was   focused   on   our   preparations   for   the   Sunday   Mass   experience  
only.   For   weekday   liturgies,   alternative   arrangements   are   in   place.   



 
 
 

As   I   have   noted   before,   we   have   already   developed   a   solid   set   of   protocols   for   gathering   as  
safely   as   we   reasonably   can,   and   it   won’t   take   much   to   adapt   those   for   outdoor   liturgical  
gatherings.   Our   numbers   will   not   be   as   constrained   as   when   we   were   indoors,   meaning   we   can  
have   more   than   100   people   present   and   participate,   however,   other   protocols   will   remain   in  
place   for   our   outdoor   gatherings   (e.g.   face-coverings,   social   distance,   no   singing,   etc.)   If  
numbers   grow   such   that   a   second   Sunday   mass   is   warranted,   we   will   consider   adding   a   vigil  
mass   on   Saturday   evening.   
 
Look   for   a   mid-week   email   with   plans   for   outdoor   Sunday   mass   next   week.  
 
Weekday   Morning   Mass    ( Monday   through   Friday )   will   recommence   on   Monday   morning,  
August   10,   at   6:30am.   We   will   celebrate   mass   on   the   patio   outside   the   main   doors   of   the  
Church,   with   access   through   the   gate   beside   Stroup   Hall.   As   when   we   began   to   open   weekday  
mass   to   the   public   last   month,   we   will   have   sign-ups,   a   verbal   symptom   check,   face   covering  
check   and   social   distancing.   Individual   chairs   will   be   placed   on   the   patio   at   the   required  
distance,   and   participants   will   remain   in   place   throughout   the   mass.   For   those   wishing   to   receive  
communion,   it   will   be   brought   to   you   at   your   chair.   There   will   be   room   for   about   30   people   on   the  
patio   at   any   one   time.   Neighboring   parishes   offer   mass   at   a   later   time,   and   we   hope   this  
in-person   time   will   facilitate   those   who   are   commuting   to   work,   for   whom   the   later   masses   are  
not   an   option.   
 
We   will   be   continuing   to   stream   daily   mass   and   Sunday   masses    according   to   our   current  
schedule   for   those   who   wish   to   continue   to   avail   of   this   opportunity.  
 
Those   availing   of   the    Sacrament   of   Reconciliation    or    Confession    find   the   convenience   of  
being   able   to   do   so   according   to   their   own   schedule,   quite   beneficial.   Because   of   recent  
adaptations   necessitated   by   COVID-related   developments,   and   in   light   of   continuous   changes   to  
county   protocols,   confessions   now   take   place   outdoors   and   at   a   mutually   convenient   time,   and  
throughout   the   week.   To   avail   of   this   opportunity,   please   email    parishcenter@ollnr.org    or   call  
(818)   349-1500.   
 
As   always,   with   the   sometimes   rapid   changes   that   are   necessitated   by   shifting   realities   and  
protocols,   please   continue   to   view   the   parish   website   for   the   most   current   information.   
 
LA   County   COVID-19   Numbers   Continue   to   Impact  
The   number   of   infections   continues   to   remain  
stubbornly   high   in   LA   County,   and   while   the   rates   of  
death   seem   to   be   declining   slightly,   the   actual  
numbers   of   people   dying   from   COVID-19   continue   to  
be   significant,   day   on   day.   This   past   week   the   state  
announced   that   the   14-day   tracking   precludes   the  
possibility   of   our   parish   school   getting   a   waiver  
which   would   allow   us   to   re-open.   This   is   not   just  
something   that   impacts   OLL,   but   every   school,  
private   and   public,   in   LA   County.   Nonetheless,   we  
continue   to   prepare   and   to   adapt,   in   order   that   we  
can   be   as   ready   as   reasonably   possible   to   return   to  
a   fully-operating   campus   as   soon   as   is   practically  
and   safely   possible.   

Screenshot   captured   8/8/2020  
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Once   again,   I   remind   us   that   these   numbers   represent   the   lives   of   people   -   mothers   and   fathers,  
sons   and   daughters   -   people   like   ourselves.   I   renew   my   invitation   to   you   all   to   please   keep   in  
your   prayers   the   intentions   of   those   who   are   grieving   the   loss   of   parents,   spouses,   children   and  
friends.   Pray   too   for   those   who   are   living   with   COVID-19,   and   who   are   struggling   to   regain   their  
health.  
 
As   always,   I   remind   and   encourage   everyone   to    remain   vigilant .   If   you   must   gather   with   people  
who   are   not   living   within   your   household,   do   so   with   care,   observing   appropriate   social  
distancing,   wearing   masks,   and   exercising   the   habits   of   healthy   hygiene   and   hand-washing.   
 
Parish   Office   Hours  
The   parish   office   continues   to   operate   and   to   meet   the   needs   of   parishioners.   While   the   office   is  
being   staffed   remotely,   all   its   functions   continue   to   be   served.   While   in-person   business   is   not  
possible   at   this   time,   anyone   calling   or   emailing   during   regular   office   hours   (8:30am   -   5:30pm)   is  
likely   to   receive   a   prompt   response.   
 
Staff,   including   myself,   continue   to   be   available   for   meetings   with   parishioners   by   phone   or   by  
zoom   video-conferencing.   
 
Gratitude  
I   feel   I   have   been   remiss   in   not   recently   acknowledging   with    deep   gratitude    the   contributions   so  
many   continue   to   make   to   support   the   ongoing   work   and   ministries   of   our   parish.   The   cards   we  
have   received   at   the   parish   office,   the   word   of   encouragement   and   gratitude   you   have   been  
sharing   with   parish   staff   deserve   to   be   recognized   and   acknowledged.   I   join   with   the   staff   in  
expressing   particular   gratitude   for   the   efforts   you   undertake   to   ensure   your   offerings   reach   us.   I  
know   some   have   been   mailing,   some   have   been   dropping   them   off   in   the   mail   slot,   and   some  
have   signed   up   for   sustained   e-Giving   using   our   FaithDirect   offertory   program.   Your  
thoughtfulness   and   generosity   are   greatly   appreciated   especially   by   those   whom   we   support   in  
our   outreach,   as   well   as   by   the   employees   and   their   families   who   rely   on   our   Church   as   their  
employer.   
 
If   you’re   one   of   those   who   now   uses   FaithDirect,   please   share   how   easy   it   is   with   your   fellow  
parishioners.   I   encourage   everyone   to    sign   up   for   FaithDirect    for   sustained   online   giving.   

 
For   those   who   wish   to   make   a  
single,   one-time   offering,   please  
take   advantage   of   the  
“ Text-to-Give ”   option.   
 

I   am   also   most   grateful   for   the   cards,   letters,   and   emails   that   many   parishioners   have   taken   the  
time   to   write   to   myself,   Fr.   Dan,   Msgr.   Peter   and   Fr.   Jerry.   We   are   both   touched   and   grateful   for  
your   care   and   consideration,   and   we   continue   to   hold   you   all   in   prayer.   And   for   those   who   have  
been   inquiring,   Fr.   Jerry   is   working   on   replacing   the   eye-glasses   he   damaged   when   he  
accidentally   sat   on   the   pair   he   has…   
 
 
 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/756/0


 
 
 

The   Further   Adventures   of   Mollie   Loftus  

This   week   was   a   pretty   busy   one   for   my  
niece.   It   happens   that   my   brother   and   Mollie’s  
dad   was   celebrating   a   significant   birthday   this  
past   week.   This   became   the   occasion   of   a  
return   visit   to   the   home   of   my   parents   in   the  
West   of   Ireland.   Along   with   her   parents   and  
her   baby   sister,   Anna,   Mollie   got   to   visit   with  
her   grandparents   and   her   aunties,   and   to  
enjoy   some   of   the   freedoms   that   come   with  
being   completely   spoiled   by   people   who   love  
you   to   pieces,   and   who   are   eager   to   bring   you  
places.   But   sometimes,   the   things   that   we  
think   are   important,   are   not   necessarily   as  
important   as   we   think.   While   everyone   was  
trying   to   entertain   Mollie,   she   had   some   other  
things   on   her   mind.  

A   little   background…   When   Mollie   was   still   waiting   to   be   born   into   this   world,   her   grandfather  
decided   to   plant   an   apple   tree   for   her.   He   thought   it   would   be   a   good   thing   if   his   grand-daughter  
grew   up   with   apples   from   her   very   own   tree.   Of   course,   it   didn’t   stop   with   apples…   he   went   on  
and   planted   a   pear   tree,   and   a   plum   tree   too.   After   all,   you   can’t   ever   have   enough   fruit...  
 
When   her   baby   sister,   Anna,   was   born,   my   dad   planted   another   apple   tree,   this   one   for   his  
second   grand-daughter.   In   this   picture   collage   (bottom   left),   Mollie   is   checking   out   the  
newly-planted   apple   tree   for   her   baby   sister.   On   the   right,   she’s   inspecting   the   plums   growing   on  
her   plum   tree,   and   she   has   inquired   of   my   father   when   he’ll   be   planting   “Anna’s   plum   tree”?   
 
My   niece   continues   to   move   me   to   reflect   on   the   nature   of   our   relationships   and   the   way   we  
choose   to   be   in   and   for   the   world.   Even   though   her   time   visiting   was   filled   with   activities   and   fun,  
before   she   could   leave   to   return   to   her   own   home   on   the   other   side   of   the   country,   she   made   a  
point   of   going   out   to   check   on   the   progress   of   “her”   fruit   trees.   More,   she   has   taken   it   upon  
herself   to   check   out   the   progress   of   her   sister’s   fruit   trees   too…   And   now   my   father   realizes   that  
there   will   have   to   be   still   more   planting   done.   
 
For   my   part…   I   am   delighting   that   even   in   the   midst   of   COVID-19   and   the   upheavals   that  
continue   to   impact   upon   us,   life   continues   to   bloom   and   grow...  
 
God’s   continued   blessings   on   you   all.   
 
F�.   Davi�  


