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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Msgr. Peter and myself were driving down Reseda Blvd. yesterday (Friday) to run an errand, 
and he made the odd-sounding comment that the Summer was passing by so quickly. I say it 
was odd-sounding only because in my mind, time seems all topsy-turvy these days. Some days 
it seems like time is dragging ever so slowly. Other days time seems to be just skipping by 
without bothering to see if I’m keeping up. And of course, there’s that odd experience of which 
others have spoken (so I know I’m not alone), when we simply lose all sense of time - no matter 
if it seems to move slowly or quickly.  
 
Sundays have been my “marker” for the passing of time for years, now. Sunday is the Lord’s 
Day, the Day of Resurrection. It is the day when Christians gather with other Christians to 
celebrate all that the Lord has done for us, as we worship. Our praise of God is an integral part 
of who we are as disciples of Jesus. Our primary disposition in our public worship is one of 
thanksgiving, or Eucharist. Sunday Eucharist is Sunday “Thanksgiving”.  
 
As our ability to gather together for praise of 
God and for worship in thanksgiving has been 
one of the casualties of COVID-19, it has 
caused me to reflect more deeply on how we do 
what we do as Church, here at Lourdes. I know 
that many of my thoughts (and yours) have 
focused on what we’re missing and on what we 
can’t do. However, I have also been reflecting 
on how we have struggled to adapt and to 
“make do” as best we can, in order to meet the 
COVID-challenges that seem to change from 
one week to the next. I’ve watched with you all 
as public health concerns have shaped and 
re-shaped our behaviors. I’ve listened as some 
among us have struggled with the idea that the 
State is trying to “close” our Churches as part of 
some nefarious, overarching goal. I’ve also 
listened as good and faith-filled people have 
seriously lamented not being able to join with Msgr. Peter gathers with parishioners on the parking lot  
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the community for praise and worship because of the precariousness of their own health, or the 
health of a loved one for whom they are the primary caregiver. I have enjoyed the graciousness 
of parishioners who have written and called to express their gratitude for the efforts of Msgr. 
Peter, Fr. Jerry, Fr. Dan and myself to continue to pray and support our Lourdes family. I’ve 
endured verbal abuse from some who chose to heap upon me their scorn for what they perceive 
to be my refusal, or the Church’s refusal, to provide the sacraments for them.  
 
In all of this, I am reminded that the sacramental life of our Church is always about bringing 
people into deeper and deeper communion with the person of Jesus. That communion finds its 
fullest and most sincere expression when we gather on Sunday, the Lord’s Day, the singular 
Day of Worship for Christians. While COVID may bring into sharp focus what we miss by way of 
our not being able to fully participate in Eucharist and to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord 
Jesus, COVID also serves to bring us to reflect on a certain poverty in our understanding of 
Eucharist as something we “get”.  Our gathering for Sunday Eucharist is less about what we get 
out of it than it is about praise and worship given to God. It is less about what we “get” than it is 
about who we “are”. It is about our giving thanks to God, and living lives of gratitude with and 
among our neighbors.  
 

St. Augustine of Hippo, the great Doctor of 
the Church who lived during the 4th and 5th 
centuries, and who was one of the foremost 
of the theologians and philosophers in the 
history of the Church offered this reflection 
one Pentecost Sunday to those who were 
recently baptized: 

“What you see on God's altar... what 
you see is simply bread and a cup - 
this is the information your eyes 
report. But your faith demands far 
subtler insight: the bread is Christ's 
body, the cup is Christ's blood. Faith 
can grasp the fundamentals quickly, 
succinctly, yet it hungers for a fuller 
account of the matter... So now, if you 
want to understand the body of Christ, 
listen to the Apostle Paul speaking to 
the faithful: 

 
St. Augustine by Philippe de Champaigne (17th C.) 

  "You are the body of Christ, member for member." [1 Cor. 12.27] If you, therefore, are 
Christ's body and members, it is your own mystery that is placed on the Lord's table! It is 
your own mystery that you are receiving! You are saying "Amen" to what you are: your 
response is a personal signature, affirming your faith... Be what you see; receive what 
you are... This is the image chosen by Christ our Lord to show how, at his own table, the 
mystery of our unity and peace is solemnly consecrated. All who fail to keep the bond of 
peace after entering this mystery receive not a sacrament that benefits them, but an 



 
 
 

indictment that condemns them. So let us give God our sincere and deepest gratitude. 
(Sermon 272, redacted) 

 
I am very grateful to one of our parishioners who put his own language on this struggle we have 
been undergoing precisely because we have not been able to gather, to enter into communion 
with one another as is our habit. With his permission, I share this thought on what we miss: 

“Obviously the spiritual, Eucharist, prayer is important, but what is mentioned frequently 
is the feeling that comes to us when we are at Mass with all the other parishioners, we 
are home, we are comfortable, we are safe. It makes no difference if we are in our 
saddest day or our happiest day, it is the place we want to be and even though we don't 
know the names of all those people around us, they are familiar, they give us a feeling of 
comfort. And I believe that is a result of Communion and Community, the celebration of 
the Eucharist that brings us together as one. Your parish church, where the spiritual 
meets with the human, is a unique experience that we always desire.” 

 
This is evident to me in these days when we are jumping through hoops, often geared to 
offering minimalist expressions of liturgy, in an effort to try and capture something that’s missing. 
We reopened our Church building for worship, exercising all the precautions necessary. There 
are outdoor masses; drive-through “communions”; parking-lot masses in cars and out of cars; 
zoom masses; masses on fields, on blacktop and on concrete… But in truth, they are all 
impoverished shadows of something much more significant for which we yearn. Here at Lourdes 
we have tasted the truth of Eucharist in its fullness. We have worked long to fully and 
appropriately celebrate the “source and summit” of our life as disciples of Jesus and we know 
when what is before us is not what it needs to be. Until and unless we return to fully worship in 
the physical sanctuary of our parish church, all our efforts will leave us feeling dissatisfied, like 
we’re coming up short.  
 
Perhaps this time of dissatisfaction is an opportunity for a deeper reflection for all of us with 
respect to our understanding of, and participation in the Eucharist. Perhaps, upon this reflection, 
when we will gather together again in our Church sanctuary (as surely we will, by God’s grace), 
we will more fully enter into the mystery of and affirm more ardently than ever before our choice 
to be Eucharist as St. Augustine encourages. 
 
Life in our Parish: Making Farewell and Welcome 

 Fr. Dan prepares to take leave of us this 
week, as he takes up his new assignment 
at Nazareth House. We are most grateful 
for his four years of service here at 
Lourdes. 
 
Fr. Filiberto “Fili” Cortez, newly ordained, 
is in the process of moving in and 
preparing for his first assignment here at 
Our Lady of Lourdes. We look forward to 
getting to know him, and to pray alongside 
him in the months and years ahead. 



 
 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish School Starts a New Academic Year 
Preparing to physically open, but 
because of restrictions related to 
COVID-19 infection rates, our parish 
school’s academic year got 
underway remotely this past 
Wednesday. Faculty and staff have 
been preparing throughout the 
summer, and our students began 
classes over ZOOM this week. Our 
prayers and support go out to all 
working together to ensure our 
children get the best schooling 
possible during these incredibly 
trying times.  
 
Kudos to parents, students, faculty, 
staff, and administration. Prayers for 
all concerned appreciated.  

 

 
Outdoor Liturgies 
 
Sunday morning outdoor liturgy at 8:00am. Details for this launch were included in a prior 
email,  but if you missed it, you can still read it on our parish website.  
 
Weekday Mass is celebrated on the church patio at 6:30am 
 
First Communions will be celebrated outdoors on the evenings of the week beginning 
September 14th, the Feast of the Triumph of the Cross.  
 
First Confessions will be taking place on September 5th & 12th 
Mrs. Glaspy and Sr. Frances have been in communication with families.  
 
Our RCIA Scrutiny is scheduled for the evening of Saturday, September 19th on the Church 
Patio at 5:30pm. 
 
Liturgy & Rites of Full Initiation (Adult Baptism, Confirmation & Eucharist) is scheduled for the 
evening of Saturday, September 26th on the Church Patio at 5:30pm. 
 
Confirmation for our youth and adults is in the process of being coordinated. 
 
Infant Baptism Outdoors 
Anyone wishing to plan or schedule an infant baptism is invited to reach out to Anne Wing 
awing@ollnr.org, and she will be happy to assist in your planning.  
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation or Confession now take place outdoors and at a mutually 
convenient time, and throughout the week. To avail of this opportunity, please email 
parishcenter@ollnr.org or call (818) 349-1500.  
 

https://ollnr.weconnect.com/update-covid-19
mailto:awing@ollnr.org
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org


 
 
 

Livestreaming Liturgies 
During these past months, as many of you are already aware, Archbishop Gomez has offered - 
and continues to offer - a dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Eucharist. From the 
first weekend when Church buildings were closed in response to the spread of COVID-19, we 
have been using the Zoom platform to stream our masses. 
 
We are committed to streaming our Sunday Mass at 9am, 11am and 1pm (Spanish) for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
As everyone is well aware by now, the shifting realities and the resulting protocols we receive, 
and with which we strive to comply, are in constant flux. For this reason, it is always advisable to 
check the parish website or call the parish office for the most current information. 
 
Parish Office Hours 
The parish office continues to operate, serving parishioners, and meeting the needs of those 
who call upon us for assistance. For the most part, the office is being staffed remotely, but all its 
functions continue to be served. While in-person business is not possible at this time, anyone 
calling or emailing during regular office hours (8:30am - 5:30pm) is likely to receive a prompt 
response.  
 
Staff, including myself, continue to be available for meetings with parishioners by phone or by 
zoom video-conferencing.  
 
Gratitude 
Once again it behooves me to express my deep gratitude to all who have sacrificed to support 
and sustain our parish and our ministries through these past months. Whether you use your 
bank's ACH facility, or mail your contribution, whether you drop off your envelope at the parish 
office or you signed up for electronic giving using our FaithDirect platform, I pray God’s 
abundant blessings on you for your faithful generosity. Our employees and their families are 
also most grateful.  
 
If you’re one of those who now uses FaithDirect, please share how easy it is with your fellow 
parishioners. I encourage everyone to sign up for FaithDirect for easy online giving.  

 
For those who wish to make 
a single, one-time offering, 
please take advantage of the 
“Text-to-Give” option.  

 
Bible Study over ZOOM 
Roy and Adele Vargas, graduates of the Catholic Bible Institute, are hosting a Scripture Study 
on the Gospel of Matthew (Part I), commencing September 10 and expected to run through 
October 15. Using the ZOOM platform, the study group will “meet” weekly on Thursday 
mornings from 10am - 11:30am. Registration is free, but spaces are necessarily limited. 
Maximum number of participants will be twenty (20). To register, or for more information, please 
email roynadelevargas@gmail.com. 
 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/756/0
mailto:roynadelevargas@gmail.com


 
 
 

The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
At this point, I have to confess that I’m getting 
to be a little jealous of my nieces. I’m sitting 
here at my desk in Northridge, week after 
week, since this COVID-nonsense began, 
while Mollie and her sister are on their 4th or 
5th visit with my parents this weekend!  
 
I guess I’m only half-joking about this. The truth 
is that I miss my family a lot, and phones and 
video calls and all of that can only go so far. 
When travel restrictions ease, the cloud of dust 
you’ll see hanging over the parish church will 
be from your pastor headed for the airport!!!  
 
On a more serious note, however, I deeply 
appreciate that many of our community are 
unable to visit with family and dear ones during  

Mom, sister-in-law, nieces 

these times because of the challenges of traveling. I want you all to know that as I pray for my 
nieces (pride of place goes to mygod-daughter, Mollie), and for my siblings and sister-in-law, 
and for my parents, each and every day, so too I remember you and your families, wherever 
they may be, as I ask God's blessings and grace on all. Family is indeed precious, and never to 
be taken for granted.  
 
So perhaps this week I might encourage you to consider reaching out to a brother or a sister, to 
an aunt or an uncle, to a parent or a child, to a nephew or a niece, and take a moment to just 
gift them with a reminder of your care and your love for them.  
 
On that note, friends, God bless and keep you all safely in his love. 
 
Fr. David 


