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August   29,   2020  
 
 

Dear   Brothers   and   Sisters,  
 
This   was   one   of   those   weeks   when   I’m   not   sure   where   the   days   went.   I   know   it   was   Sunday  
(seems   like   yesterday),   and   now   I   find   myself   on   Sunday’s   threshold   once   again.   God   is   good,  
and   the   week   has   been   filled   with   blessings.   I’ve   had   the   opportunity   to   encounter   a   number   of  
people   this   past   week   for   a   variety   of   reasons…   Monday   I   got   to   “zoom-bomb”   (photo-bomb)   the  
classes   of   those   of   our   teachers   who   are   teaching   from   their   classrooms.   It   was   far   more  
enjoyable   than   it   should   have   been…   It   was   a   moment   of   playfulness   in   which   I   was   indulged   by  
our   great   faculty,   but   it   did   my   heart   good   to   see   students   from   our   parish   school,   if   only   briefly  
on   a   screen.   On   Tuesday,   parish   staff   gathered   for   a   socially-distant   lunch   to   make   our   “farewell”  
to   Fr.   Dan.   Most   of   our   staff   is   working   remotely   for   many   months,   now,   and   so   seeing   people   in  
the   flesh   -   even   at   a   good   distance   -   was   really   a   treat...   go   figure   (the   things   I   used   to   take   for  
granted!!!).   It   was   also   a   week   of   a   variety   of   zoom   meetings   (Archdiocesan   and   parish),   as   well  
as   some   one-on-one   meetings   with   parishioners   using   the   zoom   platform.   On   Wednesday   I   took  
Msgr   Peter   and   we   visited   another   retired   priest   of   the   Archdiocese,   a   fellow   Irishman   in   need   of  
a   little   cheering-up.   I   was   reminded   of   how   challenging   these   weeks   and   months   have   been   for  
so   many,   and   how   important   it   is   to   find   ways   to   be   engaged   with   others,   and   to   avoid   becoming  
too   isolated.   Thursday   was   the   occasion   of   a   visit   to   some   long-time   friends   I   haven’t   seen   in  
forever…   and   again   a   socially-distant   visit   on   an   outdoor   patio…   These   visits   are   not   optimal,   of  
course,   but   they   are   the   best   we   can   manage   in   the   current   circumstances,   and   they   are   better  
than   nothing.   Reclaiming   something   of   our   regular   lives   in   a   way   that   is   both   safe   and   attentive  
to   the   needs   and   realities   of   others,   is   challenging,   but   not   entirely   impossible.  
 
Yesterday,   someone   spoke   with   me   -   all   excited   -   to   let   me   know   that   the   Governor   had   just  
announced   that   we   could   go   back   to   saying   mass   indoors   again.   I   got   so   excited…   but   then   I  
reminded   myself…   this   sounds   a   little   too   good   to   be   true.   And   it   was.   There’s   an   old   expression  
in   Irish:   “Dúirt   bean   liom   go   ndúirt   bean   léi…”   It   translates   roughly   as   “someone   told   me   that  
someone   told   them…”   Usually   whatever   was   being   said   turns   out   to   be   more   than   a   little   (shall  
we   say)   inaccurate...   The   phrase   came   to   mind   as   I   learned   that   the   message   about   the  
Governor   removing   the   restrictions   on   indoor   gatherings   of   large   numbers   of   people   was   indeed  
too   good   to   be   true…   but   for   a   few   brief   moments   it   was   a   nice   thought,   nonetheless.   Like   all   of  
you,   I   suspect,   I   can’t   wait   for   the   infection   numbers   in   LA   County   to   get   low   enough   for   us   to  
resume   indoor   worship,   and   indeed,   I   can’t   wait   for   a   widely   available   vaccine,   hopefully  
permitting   us   to   get   back   to   being   church   and   to   doing   church.  
 

 



 
 
 

Life   in   our   Parish:   Making   Farewell   and   Welcome  
 Fr.   Dan   has   come   to   his   final   weekend  

here   at   Lourdes.   He   takes   up   his   new  
assignment   at   Nazareth   House   on  
Tuesday.   We   are   most   grateful   for   his   four  
years   of   service   here   at   Lourdes.   Please  
keep   him   in   your   prayers.  
 
Fr.   Filiberto   “Fili”   Cortez,   newly   ordained,  
has   arrived   at   Lourdes,   though   his   first  
official   day   with   us   is   Tuesday.   If   you’re   of  
a   mind   to,   feel   free   to   send   him   a   little   note  
of   welcome,   or   email    fcortez@ollnr.org .   He  
would   appreciate   your   prayers   also.  

 
Outdoor   Liturgies  
During   these   past   months,   as   many   of   you   are   already   aware,   Archbishop   Gomez   has   offered   -  
and   continues   to   offer   -   a   dispensation   from   the   obligation   to   attend   Sunday   Eucharist.   From   the  
first   weekend   when   Church   buildings   were   closed   in   response   to   the   spread   of   COVID-19,   we  
have   been   using   the   Zoom   platform   to   stream   our   masses.  
 
We   are   committed   to   streaming   our    Sunday   Mass    at    9am ,    11am    and    1pm    (Spanish)   for   the  
foreseeable   future.  
 
As   of   today,   the   following   arrangements   are   in   place   for   the   public   celebration   of   sacrament   here  
are   Lourdes:  
 
Sunday   morning    outdoor   mass   continues   to   be   celebrated   at    8:00am .   It’s   a   little   rough   and  
ready,   but   is   working   well.   Participants   are   happily   making   themselves   comfortable   with   the  
chairs   and/or   blankets   they   bring,   and   we’re   getting   along.   The   Protocols   for   our   outdoor   mass  
were   outlined   in   an   earlier   email,   but   if   you   missed   it,   you   can   still   read   it   on   our    parish   website .   
 
Weekday   Mass    continues   to   be   celebrated   on   the   church   patio   at    6:30am,    Monday   through  
Friday.  
 
Infant   Baptism   Outdoors  
Anyone   wishing   to   plan   or   schedule   an   infant   baptism   is   invited   to   reach   out   to   Anne   Wing  
awing@ollnr.org ,   and   she   will   be   happy   to   assist   in   your   planning.   
 
Marriage   on   the   Patio  
Anyone   wishing   to   plan   or   schedule   marriage   is   also   invited   to   reach   out   to   Anne   Wing  
awing@ollnr.org ,   and   she   will   be   happy   to   assist   in   your   planning.   There   are   online   preparation  
opportunities   available,   and   we   are   happy   and   able   to   assist   in   gathering   and   completing   the  
appropriate   paperwork.  
 
Sacrament   of   Reconciliation    or    Confession    now   take   place   outdoors   and   at   a   mutually  
convenient   time,   and   throughout   the   week.   To   avail   of   this   opportunity,   please   email  
parishcenter@ollnr.org    or   call   (818)   349-1500.   
 

mailto:fcortez@ollnr.org
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/update-covid-19
mailto:awing@ollnr.org
mailto:awing@ollnr.org
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org


 
 
 

Our   Lady   of   Lourdes   Welcomes   its   Newest   Saint  
Just   this   morning   we   celebrated   the   baptism  
of   Julianna   Yong   Lee   on   the   patio   of   the  
Church.   Her   proud   parents,   James   and  
Myrna   along   with   her   god-parents   Enrique   &  
Natalie,   were   joined   by   a   few   family  
members,   and   were   reminded   of   their  
collective   responsibility   to   “make”   a   disciple  
of   our   newest   little   saint.   
 
It   really   was   a   joy   to   celebrate   the   sacrament  
of   baptism   again.   Msgr.   baptized   another  
little   saint   a   couple   of   weeks   ago,   and   this  
reminds   me,   and   indeed   all   of   us,   that   life  
goes   on   -   COVID-19   or   not   -   and   we   just   get  
along   with   it.   
 
Please   join   me   in   celebrating   with   Julianna  
and   her   family,   and   say   a   little   prayer   of  
blessing   for   all   of   them   in   the   week   ahead.   

 
There’s   a   First   Time   for   Everything…  
…   including   reconciliation   and   communion.   We   have   made   arrangements   to   move   forward   with  
the   celebrations   of   First   Reconciliation   and   First   Communion   for   our   young   people,   who   with  
their   families   have   been   so   patiently   waiting   for   these   experiences.   Usually   celebrated   on   the  
Sundays   of   our   Easter   Season,   First   Communions   will   be   taking   place   during   a   “ Week   with  
Jesus ”,   beginning   September   14th,   the   Feast   of   the   Triumph   of   the   Cross.   These   celebrations  
will   take   place   on   Monday,   Tuesday,   Wednesday   &   Friday   (Spanish)   evening   at   6pm.    All  
participating   are   asked   to    pre-register .   
 
Prior   to   the   “Week   with   Jesus”,   our   young   people   will   be   celebrating   the   Sacrament   of  
Reconciliation   for   the   first   time.   At    3pm    on    Saturday,   September   5th   and   again   on   September  
12th ,   they   will   be   accompanied   by   the   adults   who   have   been   preparing   them   for   this   special  
day,   and   will   get   themselves   all   prepared   for   First   Eucharist.   
 
Every   year   when   preparing   for   the   First   Reconciliation,   I   am   reminded   of   the   short   story   by   the  
Irish   author,   Frank   O’Connor,   entitled   “ First   Confession ”,   in   which   a   7-year-old   narrator   recounts  
his   experience.   It’s   a   descriptive   narrative   of   another   time   (and   place),   but   filled   with   wit   and  
wonder,   as   well   as   moving   irony.   If   you’re   interested   in   reading   the   short   story,   it   can   be   found  
online .   It   might   bring   back   memories   of   a   Catholicism   of   another   age…  
 
Usually   these   sacraments   are   celebrated   in   the   context   of   our   Community’s   celebration   of   Lent  
(Reconciliation)   and   Easter   (First   Eucharist),   and   the   sacramental   life   into   which   these   young  
people   are   initiated   by   the   Church   community   is   a   life   of   mentoring.   It   is   the   Eucharistic  
Community   that   initiates   our   young   people   into   the   life   and   experience   of   the   Eucharist.   Sadly,  
this   experience   -   like   so   many   others   this   year   -   is   impacted   by   COVID-19.   Nonetheless,    we   can  
support   these   young   people   and   their   families   by   remembering   them   and   holding   them   in  
prayer   in   a   particular   way   over   these   next   couple   of   weeks.   
 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5091
http://bcslca.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/5/5/13553889/first-confession.pdf
http://bcslca.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/5/5/13553889/first-confession.pdf


 
 
 

Also   important   to   remember   and   hold   in   prayer   are   the   adults   among   us   who   have   been  
preparing   for   sacrament   and   for   formally   joining   our   Church.   
 
Our    RCIA   Scrutiny    will   take   place   on   Saturday,    September   19th    on   the   Church   Patio   at  
5:30pm.  
 
Liturgy   &   Rites   of   Full   Initiation    (Adult   Baptism,   Confirmation   &   Eucharist)   is   scheduled   for   the  
evening   of   Saturday,    September   26th    on   the   Church   Patio   at   5:30pm.  
 
Finally,   we   are   close   to   confirming   a   date   and   time   for   the   celebration   of   the    Sacrament   of  
Confirmation    for   our   youth   and   adults   of   our   parish   community.   Again,   they   have   been   patiently  
waiting   for   this   day,   and   they   too   are   held   in   our   prayers.   
 
Parish   Office   Hours  
The   parish   office   continues   to   operate,   serving   parishioners   and   meeting   the   needs   of   those  
who   call   upon   us   for   assistance.   While   the   office   is   being   staffed   remotely,   all   its   functions  
continue   to   be   served.   Most   in-person   business   is   not   possible   at   this   time,   anyone   calling   or  
emailing   during   regular   office   hours   (8:30am   -   5:30pm)   is   likely   to   receive   a   prompt   response.   
 
Gratitude  
I   know   I   keep   repeating   this,   and   some   of   you   will   just   skip   on   by   it,   but   I   believe   it   important   to  
express   once   more   my   profound   gratitude   to   all   who   have   sacrificed   to   continue   to   support   and  
sustain   our   parish   and   our   ministries   through   these   past   months.   Whether   you   use   your   bank's  
ACH   facility,   or   mail   your   contribution,   whether   you   drop   off   your   envelope   at   the   parish   office   or  
you   signed   up   for   electronic   giving   using   our   FaithDirect   platform,   I   pray   God’s   abundant  
blessings   on   you   for   your   faithful   generosity.   Our   employees   and   their   families   are   also  
incredibly   grateful.   

 
For   those   who   wish   to   make   a  
single,   one-time   offering,   please  
take   advantage   of   the  
“ Text-to-Give ”   option.   
 

Bible   Study   over   ZOOM  
Commencing   September   10   and   expected   to   run   through   October   15   a   study   on   the   Gospel   of  
Matther   will   take   place   using   the   ZOOM   platform.   The   study   group   will   “meet”   weekly   on  
Thursday   mornings   from   10am   -   11:30am.   Registration   is   free,   but   spaces   are   necessarily  
limited.   To   register,   or   for   more   information,   please   email    roynadelevargas@gmail.com .  
 
A   New   Season   of   ALPHA  
Is   there   a   longing   in   your   heart   that   you   can’t   seem   to   satisfy   with   the   things   of   this   world?    That  
emptiness   can   only   be   filled   with   an   encounter   with   God.    Open   the   door   to   your   heart   and   let  
Him   in.    He   is   waiting.   

“Behold,   I   stand   at   the   door   and   knock;   if   anyone   hears   my   voice   and   opens   the   door,   I  
will   come   in   to   him   and   eat   with   him,   and   he   with   me”.    Rev   3:20  

COME   and   SEE.    Alpha   on   Zoom    runs   Wednesdays   7:00   pm   to   8:45   pm.   Registration   is  
happening   now.     Click   here   to   RSVP  

mailto:roynadelevargas@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/duczWcrc5A24cpAF9


 
 
 

And   Finally…   The   Further   Adventures   of   Mollie   Loftus  
Mollie   started   back   to   school   this   week,   and  
from   the   reports   I’ve   been   receiving,   she’s  
struggling   a   little.   After   a   summer   filled   with   all  
sorts   of   exciting   adventures,   Mollie   isn’t   finding  
it   very   easy   to   readjust   to   a   fixed   schedule   that  
requires   her   to   get   up   on   time,   to   get   dressed  
on   time,   to   eat   breakfast,   and   to   get   out   the  
door   and   into   the   car   to   go   to   school   on   time.  
The   harsh   realities   of   life   are   confronting   my  
little   niece   and   are   not   being   kind   to   her.   Her  
carefree   summer   days   are   quickly   becoming  
memories,   despite   the   occasional   tantrums   in  
which   Mollie   is   inclined   to   indulge   herself.   
 
Just   in   case   you   start   feeling   sorry   for   her,   you  
should   also   know   that   by   the   time   she   gets   to  
school,   she’s   jumping   out   of   the   car   and   runn-  
ing   in   to   meet   her   classmates   without   so   much  
as   a   “Bye,   Mammy!”   or   a   “Bye,   Daddy!”   This   is  
a   harsh   lesson   for   Mollie’s   mom   and   dad,   too.    

Mollie   is   moving   through   changes   of   habit   and   usual   practices   this   week,   transitioning   from  
summer   mode   to   regular   school   mode.   It’s   a   transition   that   young   people   the   world   over   are  
making   about   this   time   of   year.   It’s   one   which   we’ve   all   undergone,   and   in   which   we’ve   all  
learned   to   adapt,   make   do,   adjust,   transition,   etc.   We’ve   all   had   to   learn,   at   some   point   or  
another,   that   there’s   very   little   of   life   that   is   constant.   Even   though   we   tell   ourselves   that   we   like  
things   to   be   the   same,   or   that   we   enjoy   the   predictability   of   consistent   experiences,   we   also  
need   change   in   order   to   thrive.   The   skills   that   allow   us   to   adapt   and   shift   -   skills   we’ve   been  
honing   since   early   in   our   childhood   -   are   very   useful   when   engaged.   
 
Perhaps   the   only   constant   in   life   is   flux.   How   we   engage   it,   how   we   either   adapt   to   it   or   reject   it  
is   our   own   choice   to   make.   In   my   experience,   wishing   things   were   different   doesn’t   work   too   well  
when   it   comes   to   life.   Working   to   make   things   more   acceptable   in   life,   striving   to   become   more  
and   to   carve   out   a   future   towards   which   we   move,   endeavoring   to   make   the   best   of   the  
situations   in   which   we   find   ourselves,   is   far   more   likely   to   bring   the   blessing   of   happiness   and  
contentment   than   rebellion   and   refusal.   Even   little   Mollie   has   learned   this   about   life   and   she’s  
not   even   four   years   old   yet.   
 
And   so,   on   that   note,   friends,   God   bless   and   keep   you   all   safely   in   his   love.  
 
F�.   Davi�  


