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September   5,   2020  
 
 

Dear   Brothers   and   Sisters,  
 
One   of   the   crazy   things   that   in   all   my   years   of   ministry   I’ve   never   really   gotten   used   to,   is   that  
there   are   some   events/things   on   a   parish   calendar   that   have   to   be   addressed   months   and  
months   before   the   actual   event.   I   was   reminded   of   this   once   again,   this   week,   as   one   of   the   staff  
came   to   me   to   ask   me   to   write   my   “Christmas   Letter”.   In   all   truth,   “letter”   is   a   little   much   for   this  
particular   item.   She   was   referring   to   the   little   note   that   is   usually   mailed   out   in   November,   with  
the   schedule   of   masses   for   Christmas,   and   so   on,   included   in   it.   But   the   information   is   needed  
by   the   church   envelope   company   now,   in   order   that   they   can   make   timely   arrangements   for  
delivery   in   anticipation   of   Advent.   But   this   got   me   thinking   about   our   Christmas   schedule…   and  
in   the   current   climate,   who   can   say,   who   can   know   with   any   sense   of   certainty   what   will   be  
happening.   I   found   myself   wondering   whether   or   not   covid-related   restrictions   might   still   be   in  
place   for   public   worship?   Will   parishioners   want   to   come   out,   even   if   there   are   no   restrictions?  
Will   people   feel   comfortable   enough   to   gather   as   part   of   a   large   group?  
 
I   have   no   idea   what   the   situation   will   be,   come   December.   I’m   not   sure   there   are   any   who   do  
have   a   crystal   ball   that   might   allow   particular   insights.   But   what   I   can   say   is   that   here   at   Lourdes  
we   will   be   celebrating   Christmas   as   fully   and   as   well   as   we   may.   At   the   moment   I   am   resolved   to  
prepare   and   plan   for   a   full   schedule   of   public   masses .   If   we   need   to   adapt,   we   will,   but   we  
will   move   forward   with   a   confidence   born   of   faith,   and   we   will   trust   that   whatever   comes,   God  
will   continue   to   grace   and   bless   us.  
 
Grandparents   Day  
Next   Sunday,   September   13th,   we   will   be   marking   National   Grandparent’s   Day.   As   part   of   our  
acknowledgement   of   the   wonderful   contribution   grandparents   make   in   our   lives,   through   the  
love   they   show   their   children’s   children,   we   invite   you   to   share   photographs   with   us,   which   we  
can   weave   into   a   collage,   or   slide-show,   which   we’ll   display   during   mass   next   Sunday.   If   you’re  
familiar   with   how   we’ve   been   marking   “Anniversary   Sunday”   for   the   past   few   months,   you’ll   have  
an   idea   of   what   we’re   hoping   to   achieve.   To   participate,    please   email   names   and   pictures    to  
parishcenter@ollnr.org    to   be   received   no   later   than    Friday,   September   11th   at   12noon    (we  
can’t   guarantee   pictures   received   after   this   time   will   be   incorporated   into   the   slideshow).   At  
mass   on   Sunday   (9am   &   11am),   we   will   place   all   the   names   on   the   altar,   and   after   communion,  
we   will   pray   blessing   on   our   grandparents   as   we   share   the   slideshow,   affirming   the   strength,  
wisdom,   faith   and   guidance   our   grandparents   share   with   us.  
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Welcome,   Fr.   Filiberto!  
 Fr.   Filiberto   “Fili”   Cortez   has   arrived   at   Lourdes   to   take   up   his   first  

assignment   as   our   “new”   Associate   Pastor.   
 
His   transition   into   parish   life   coincided   with   Fr.   Dan’s   departure,   with  
the   “official”   change   on   September   1st.   
 
Fr.   “Fili”,   as   he   likes   to   be   called,   introduces   himself   in   this   week’s  
Sunday   bulletin   and   you   can   read   what   he   shares   by   clicking   on  
over   to   our   parish   website,   and   viewing    the   bulletin    for   this   Sunday.   
 
If   you’re   of   a   mind   to,   feel   free   to   send   him   a   little   note   of   welcome,  
or   email    fcortez@ollnr.org .   He   would   appreciate   your   prayers   also.  

 
Outdoor   Liturgies   Continue   to   Grow  
During   these   past   months,   as   many   of   you   are   already   aware,   Archbishop   Gomez   has   offered   -  
and   continues   to   offer   -   a   dispensation   from   the   obligation   to   attend   Sunday   Eucharist.   From   the  
first   weekend   when   Church   buildings   were   closed   in   response   to   the   spread   of   COVID-19,   we  
have   been   using   the   Zoom   platform   to   stream   our   masses.  
 
We   are   committed   to   streaming   our    Sunday   Mass    at    9am ,    11am    and    1pm    (Spanish)   for   the  
foreseeable   future.  
 
As   of   today,   the   following   arrangements   are   in   place   for   the   public   celebration   of   sacrament   here  
are   Lourdes:  
 
Sunday   morning    outdoor   mass   continues   to   be   celebrated   at    8:00am .   It’s   a   little   rough   and  
ready,   but   is   working   well.   Participants   are   happily   making   themselves   comfortable   with   the  
chairs   and/or   blankets   they   bring,   and   we’re   getting   along   with   wearing   our   masks   and  
maintaining   at   least   6’   of   social   distance.   (Protocols   for   our   outdoor   mass   were   outlined   in   an  
earlier   email,   and   can   still   be   found   on   our    parish   website .   
 
Weekday   Mass    continues   to   be   celebrated   on   the   church   patio   at    6:30am,    Monday   through  
Friday.   This   mass   is   proving   a   blessing   for   those   whose   work   commitments   don’t   allow   for   being  
present   at   later   times.   
 
Infant   Baptism   Outdoors  
Anyone   wishing   to   plan   or   schedule   an   infant   baptism   is   invited   to   reach   out   to   Anne   Wing  
awing@ollnr.org ,   and   she   will   be   happy   to   assist   in   your   planning.   
 
Marriage   on   the   Patio  
Anyone   wishing   to   plan   or   schedule   marriage   is   also   invited   to   reach   out   to   Anne   Wing  
awing@ollnr.org ,   and   she   will   be   happy   to   assist   in   your   planning.   There   are   online   preparation  
opportunities   available,   and   we   are   happy   and   able   to   assist   in   gathering   and   completing   the  
appropriate   paperwork.  
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Sacrament   of   Reconciliation    or    Confession    now   take   place   outdoors   and   at   a   mutually  
convenient   time,   and   throughout   the   week.   To   avail   of   this   opportunity,   please   email  
parishcenter@ollnr.org    or   call   (818)   349-1500.   
 
San   Fernando   Valley   Rescue   Mission  
Since   its   opening   in   2015,   following   a   devastating   fire   which   destroyed   the   original   shelter   in  
North   Hollywood   in   2014,   Our   Lady   of   Lourdes   has   supported   this   local   homeless   shelter   in   its  
incredible   work   in   the   community.   The   local   Rescue   Mission   provides   homeless   men,   women,  
children   and   families   an   opportunity   to   obtain   food,   shelter,   and   basic   life   necessities.   However,  
its   work   goes   much   further   than   basic   emergency   intervention.   Clients   of   this   shelter   receive   the  
help   and   support   they   need   to   develop   personalized   plans   to   achieve   personal   growth,  
employment   and   housing.   
 
Every   month,   the   shelter   publishes   a   list   of   immediate   needs,   and   in   the   coming   weeks,   I’ll   be  
reminding   us   of   those   needs.   It   is   our   intention   to   host   a   “Needs   Drive-By”   on   Sunday,  
September   27,   between   10am   and   12noon.   A   sample   “needs   list”   can   be   found    online ,   but    next  
week   I   will   include   an   updated   and   current   list    for   our   reference.  
 
Celebrating   the   Feast   of   San   Lorenzo   Ruiz   de   Manila   -   Save   the   Date  
This   year,   with   all   that   is   happening,   it   can   be   easy   to   overlook   the   upcoming   feastday   of   this  
preeminent   saint   of   the   Philippines.   While   COVID-19   disrupts   our   usual   celebrations,   there   will  
be   a   Regional   Celebration   of   the   Feastday   on   September   26th   at   11am,   with   a    livestreamed  
mass    presided   over   by   Bishop   Alex   Aclan.   Details   will   be   published   in   upcoming   bulletins.  
 
First   Reconciliation  
Earlier   today   parents   accompanied   their   children   to   the   Moran   Center   where   three   priests   were  
available   to   help   the   youngsters   celebrate   the   Sacrament   of   Reconciliation,   or   Confession,   for  
the   very   first   time.   
 
Even   though   it   was   not   a   “traditional”   Lourdes   experience,   because   of   the   adaptations  
necessitated   by   the   realities   of   COVID-19,   nonetheless,   the   familiar   nervousness   that   usually  
accompanies   any   first-time   experience   gave   way   to   simple   joy,   and   a   sense   of   accomplishment  
for   over   50   of   our   young   people.   It’s   also   fair   to   say   that   their   parents   and   guardians   breathed  
much   more   easily   as   their   young   charges   successfully   navigated   this   “rite   of   passage”.   
 
As   we   congratulate   all   those   who   celebrated   their   First   Confession   today,   we   also   keep   in   mind  
also   that   next   Saturday   another   group   of   about   50   young   people   will   be   celebrating   the  
sacrament   for    their    first   time.   
 
And   wherever   there   is   First   Confession,   there   usually   follows…  
 
...First   Eucharist  
Usually   celebrated   on   the   Sundays   of   our   Easter   Season,   First   Communions   will   be   taking   place  
during   a   “ Week   with   Jesus ”,   beginning   September   14th,   the   Feast   of   the   Triumph   of   the   Cross.  
These   celebrations   will   take   place   on   Monday,   Tuesday,   Wednesday   &   Friday   (Spanish)   evening  
at   6pm.    All   participating   are   asked   to    pre-register .   
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While   our   parish   community   is   usually   present   to   support   and   celebrate   with   our   young   people,  
this   year   we   do   so   by   remembering   to    hold   our   young   parishioners   and   their   families   in  
prayer   in   a   particular   way   over   these   next   couple   of   weeks.   
 
Also   important   to   remember   and   hold   in   prayer   are   the   adults   among   us   who   have   been  
preparing   for   sacrament   and   for   formally   joining   our   Church.   
 
Our    RCIA   Scrutiny    will   take   place   on   Saturday,    September   19th    on   the   Church   Patio   at  
5:30pm.  
 
Liturgy   &   Rites   of   Full   Initiation    (Adult   Baptism,   Confirmation   &   Eucharist)   is   scheduled   for   the  
evening   of   Saturday,    September   26th    on   the   Church   Patio   at   5:30pm.  
 
Sacrament   of   Confirmation  
On   Sunday   evening,    September   27th,   at   5:30pm,    Bishop   Wilkerson   will   visit   our   parish   to  
preside   over   a   celebration   of   the   Sacrament   of   Confirmation   for   our   youth   and   adults   of   our  
parish   community,   who   have   prepared   themselves   and   who   have   been   waiting   for   this   day,   ever  
so   patiently.   Our   candidates   for   Confirmation,   too,   are   held   in   our   prayers.   
 
The   celebration   will   take   place   in   the   Parking   Lot   close   to   the   Moran   Center,   in   the   space   we   are  
using   for   Sunday   morning   mass   at   8am.   
 
Parish   Office   Hours  
The   parish   office   continues   to   operate,   serving   parishioners   and   meeting   the   needs   of   those  
who   call   upon   us   for   assistance.   While   the   office   is   being   staffed   remotely,   all   its   functions  
continue   to   be   served.   Most   in-person   business   is   not   possible   at   this   time,   anyone   calling   or  
emailing   during   regular   office   hours   (8:30am   -   5:30pm)   is   likely   to   receive   a   prompt   response.   
 
The   Further   Adventures   of   Mollie   Loftus  
This   week,   my   brother   and   sister-in-law   took   Mollie  
and   her   little   sister,   Anna,   to   visit   one   of   their   old  
“haunts”.   Back   when   they   lived   in   the   city,   Mollie’s  
mam   and   dad   would   frequently   take   her   to   spend  
time   in   Dublin’s    Phoenix   Park .   This   week,   the   girls  
got   to   visit   with   the   wild   deer,   and   while   Anna   was  
walked   around   in   her   stroller,   Mollie   got   to   practice  
her   bicycle   riding.  
 
Mollie   has   always   had   a   fascination   for   animals,  
likely   because   of   all   the   jungle   animals   that   she   met  
in   her   books.   I’ve   mentioned   her   fascination   before,  
and   it   seems   this   week,   Mollie   was   intent   on   sharing  
her   wonder   and   fascination   with   her   baby   sister.  
However,   it   seems   Anna   wasn’t   all   that   interested.  
She   was   far   more   invested   in   being   fed   her   bottle,  
and   then   taking   her   nap.   At   first,   my   little  
god-daughter   couldn’t   understand   why   Anna   wasn’t  
interested   and   excited   in   the   way   she   was,   but   
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eventually   Mollie   rolled   with   Anna’s   need   to   nap,   and   she   (kind   of)   managed   to   hide   her  
disappointment   in   her   little   sister   at   least   long   enough   to   pose   for   this   pic.   
 
While   the   Phoenix   Park   is   an   amazing   place,   and   it   is   filled   with   many   happy   memories   for  
Mollie,   Anna   has   yet   to   discover   that   for   herself.   I   have   no   doubt   that   Mollie   might   be   surprised  
to   learn   that   the   Phoenix   Park   also   holds   a   lot   of   significance   for   her   Uncle   David,   who   holds  
many   memories   of   fond   times   past,   deep   in   his   own   memory-banks.   
 
When   we   have   experiences,   and   sometimes   significant   memories,   they   can   lead   us   to   share  
them   with   enthusiasm   and   even   passion.   We   are   often   eager   to   share   our   delight   and   our   joy  
with   others.   That’s   a   very   human   and   natural   thing   to   do.   Sometimes,   though,   when   we   share  
such   with   others,   they   don’t   always   hold   our   same   passion   or   enthusiasm,   and   that   can   seem  
disconcerting   or   even   off-putting.   This   can   be   especially   true   when   it   comes   to   experiences   of  
faith   or   religious   encounters.   Learning   to   respect   the   experiences   of   others   and   to   simply   enjoy  
their   enjoyment   is   not   a   gift   to   be   taken   for   granted,   but   one   to   be   nurtured.   
 
I   may   not   share   Mollie’s   exuberance   at   seeing   her   old   friends,   the   deer,   but   I   can   cherish   the   life  
and   love   she   exudes   when   she   shares   her   excitement.   We   don’t   always   experience   the   same  
things   in   the   same   way.   Neither   will   we   always   appreciate   the   same   things.   But   we   can  
appreciate   those   who   find   joy   and   excitement   in   their   personal   experiences   and   encounters,   and  
we   can   thank   God   for   the   gift   of   blessing   in   the   lives   of   others.   
 
And   so,   on   that   note,   friends,   God   bless   and   keep   you   all   safely   in   his   love.  
 
F�.   Davi�  


