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Brothers   and   Sisters,   

people   undertake   are   amazing,   and   this   year,   I   get   the   sense   that   everyone   is   even   more   
attuned   to   the   importance   of   preparing   well   and   celebrating   well.   We   seem   to   be   increasingly   
deliberate   in   our   efforts   to   find   joy   and   to   celebrate   well,   perhaps   almost   in   spite   of   the   
pandemic.   
  

JOY    is   the   great   theme   of   the   Third   Sunday   of   Advent.   It   is   known   as   “ Gaudete”    Sunday.   
Rejoicing   characterizes   our   anticipation   of   the   Savior’s   birth.   We   light   the   Rose   candle   on   our   
wreaths,   and   we   listen   to   the   great   proclamation   of   Isaiah   who,   with   great   joy,   announces:  

“The   spirit   of   the   Lord   God   is   upon   me,   because   the   Lord   has   anointed   me;   
he   has   sent   me   to   bring   glad   tidings   to   the   poor,   to   heal   the   brokenhearted,   
to   proclaim   liberty   to   the   captives   and   release   to   the   prisoners,   
to   announce   a   year   of   favor   from   the   Lord   and   a   day   of   vindication   by   our   God.”     

(Is   61:1-2a)   
The   very   next   verses   from   Isaiah   are   not   included   in   our   reading   for   this   Sunday,   but   they   seem   
to   me   to   be   quite   appropo   for   our   time   of   pandemic.   The   Spirit   of   the   Lord   also   moves   the  
anointed   one   :   

“to   comfort   all   who   mourn;     
to   place   on   those   who   mourn   in   Zion   a   diadem   instead   of   ashes,   
to   give   them   oil   of   gladness   instead   of   mourning,     
a   glorious   mantle   instead   of   a   faint   spirit.”     (Is   61:2b-3)   

  
As   we   face   these   difficult   times   when   our   efforts   to   contain   the   spread   of   the   coronavirus   and   
our   personal   behaviors   are   having   real-time   effects   in   our   lives   and   in   the   lives   of   those   around   
us,   we   are   also   anticipating   the   arrival   and   dissemination   of   a   long-awaited   vaccination.   It   is   
indeed   a   time   of   anticipation   like   no   other   Advent   I   can   remember,   at   least.   It   is   truly   a   time   when   
disappointment   and   discouragement   are   beginning   to   give   way   to   hope   and   joy.   

  

In   our   church,   we   are   all   very   used   to   hearing   about   
Advent   being   a   time   of   “preparation”.   Of   course,   the   focus   
is   on   the   internal   preparation,   the   spiritual   readinying   of  
ourselves,   to   celebrate   the   great   Feast   of   Incarnation   that   
is   Christmas.   However,   the   reality   is   that   it   is   a   season   of   
preparation   that   involves   so   much.   Every   year   there’s   a   
parishioner   who   donates   a   tree   to   the   rectory.   Despite   
COVID,   she   was   on   the   ball,   called   me   up,   made   
arrangements,   and   the   tree   was   delivered   this   past   week.   
Another   parishioner   has   been   decorating   the   tree   in   the   
dining   room   for   the   past   few   years,   and   that’s   all   in   hand.   I  
suppose   my   point   is   that   there’s   lots   of   getting   ready,   and   
our   little   household   at   the   rectory   isn’t   as   involved   as   
many   of   our   households   in   the   parish.   The   preparations     



  
  
  

  
Advent   Reconciliation   
Because   of   the   growing   restrictions   in   place   relating   to   the   public   
health   orders,   we   will   not   be   joining   in   our   traditional   Communal   
Penance   Service   this   Advent.   Our   primary   means   of   approaching   the   
sacrament   at   this   time   is   by   simply   calling   or    emailing    the   parish   office   
and   making   an   appointment   with   one   of   the   parish   priests.     
  

Nonetheless,   because   this   is   a   time   of   the   year   in   which   we   are   
accustomed   to   making   the   extra   effort   to   share   in   the   sacrament,   we   
want   to   expand   the   possibility   of   this   happening   by   supplementing   
confession   by   appointment   with   having   priests   available   to   hear   
confession   on   the   Saturdays   leading   up   to   Christmas.     
  

Priests   are   available   for   Confession/Reconciliation   3-4   pm    at   the   Moran   Center,   and   they   
will   remain   available   until   all   penitents   who   wish   it,   have   had   the   opportunity   to   enjoy   the   benefit   
of   the   sacrament.    Those   wishing   to   avail   of   the   sacrament   are   encouraged   to   be   proactive   
and   to   make   the   necessary   personal   arrangements   for   its   timely   celebration.   A   review   of   the   
protocols   for   Confession    in   a   time   of   COVID-19   is    recommended .    ( NOTE:     The   General   
Protocols   indicate   confession   from   4-5pm ,   please   note   the    3-4pm    timeframe   for    Advent    instead )   
  

We   ask   those   seeking   to   avail   of   the   Sacrament   of   Reconciliation   to   come   properly    disposed   
and   to   be    concise    in   their   confession.   This   is   not   a   suitable   time   for   spiritual   counseling,   
arrangements   for   which   can   be   made   separately.     
  

 Emergency   Calls    in   the   event   of   someone    facing   death   and   needing   to   be   anointed   
We   have   contingencies   in   place   to   comply   with   appropriate   health   and   protection   guidance,   and   
the   “Rite   of   Anointing”   has   been   modified   accordingly.   Call   (818)   349-1500   and   select   option   “0”.     
Please   note   that   hospitals   and   care   facilities   have   protocols   in   place   affecting   our   ability   to   be   
physically   present   as   we   usually   would.     
  

Christmas   Mass   Schedule   
Pre-registration   for   in-person   mass   is   now   open   on   the    parish   website    (click   and   scroll   down)   for   
both   Christmas   Eve   and   Christmas   Morning.   We   anticipate   people   who   are   not   familiar   with   our   
protocols   showing   up   for   worship,   and   that   will   likely   create   some   confusion   and   some   delays.   
Review   current   protocols   here .   
  

  
Please   be   prepared.Those   planning   on   being   present   for   in-person   worship   are   strongly   
encouraged   to   pre-register   to   help   volunteers   prepare,   and   to   avoid   any   disappointment   on-site.   
Thank   you,   in   advance,   to   all   who   help   our   staff   and   volunteers   by   pre-registering.   
  

( See   related   information   below )   

THIS   WEEKEND ,     While   we   continue   to   offer   sacrament,    I   invite   people   to   be   particularly   
discerning   about   being   physically   present   for   mass   in   light   of   the   need   for   increased   care   and   
attention   to   our   being   around   others   who   do   not   live   in   our   household.     

Pre-register   for   Christmas   Masses    |   Closes   December   23rd   at    12noon .   

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202011_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/oll-homecoming
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202011_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/oll-homecoming


  
  
  

In   these   days,   we   are   aware   that   needs   must   determine   our   actual   scheduling   of   outdoor   
liturgies.   We   are   blessed   with   SoCal   weather   that   permits   worship   outdoors   in   Winter   months,   
but   occasionally   winds   and   rain   may   cause   a   cancellation   of   outdoor   liturgies.   However,   we   plan   
for   the   best,   and   so   our   Christmas   Schedule   as   it   currently   stands   is   as   follows:   
  

Christmas   Eve:   4:00pm    on   the   Parking   Lot   
  

Christmas   Morning: 10:00am    on   the   Parking   Lot   
12:noon    on   the   Parking   Lot    (Spanish)   

  
Christmas   Mass   will   also   be   available   via    Livestream    from    6:00pm    on    Christmas   Eve .   This   
liturgy   will   be   available   for   viewing   throughout   all   of   Christmas   morning   and   afternoon.   

  
BUNDLE   SUNDAY   
This   Sunday    the   St.   Vincent   dePaul   Truck   will   be   on   the   Parking   Lot   from    9am   through   1pm .   
  

Christmas   Poinsettias   -   Last   Call   
Advent   is   that   time   when   we   also   begin   to   think   of   our   Christmas   floral   decor   in   Church.   Would   
you   like   to   have   flowers   placed   in   the   Church   this   Christmas   to   honor   a   loved   one?   For   a   
donation   of   $15   per   poinsettia,   per   person,   these   beautiful   plants   will   adorn   the   altar   for   our   
Christmas   season.   Anyone   who   wishes,   may   collect   their   poinsettia   at   the   Parish   Center   during   
the   week   following   January   10th.   If   you   wish   to   participate,   please   provide   the   information   in   our   
online   form     before   December   17th,   2020 .   Each   plant   will   be   tagged   with   the   name   of   the   
person   you   choose   to   honor,   and   their   names   will   be   included   during   the   mass   intentions   
throughout   the   season   of   Christmas.   Questions,   call   or   email:   818-349-1500   ext.   101   /   
parishcenter@ollnr.org    
  

The    Drive   by/Drop   Off    for   our    Annual   Giving   Tree     AND     Christmas   Food   
Drive    took   palace    last   Sunday,   and   it   was   wonderfully   successful.   Thank   you   
to   all   the   volunteers   who   prepared   for   the   event,   and   to   those   who   have   been   
doing   the   follow-up   work   to   make   sure   that   your   gifts   and   donations   all   go   to   
the   most   needy   in   our   community.   
  

The   efforts   of   our   volunteers   bear   fruit   because   of   your   generosity   and   
goodness.   God’s   blessings   in   abundance   be   on   you   and   your   dear   ones.     

  
Looking   Ahead   -   Christmas      FINAL   OPPORTUNITY   TO   PARTICIPATE   
If   you   would   like   to   share   a    current     seasonal   photograph    of   yourself   and/or   your   family   beside   
your    Christmas   tree ,   your    crib/creche ,   or   in   your   living   room,   to   be   included   in   a   video   we   are   
preparing   for   Christmas,   please   email   them   to    awing@ollnr.org     before   December   15th .   We   
hope   to   include   images   of   our   parishioners   as   we   prepare   a   video   for   sharing   at   our   Christmas   
livestream   mass.     

  
Updated   Health   Orders   
State   and   County   health   authorities   continue   to   amend   their   guidance.   In   light   of   the   ongoing   
developments,   and   increased   need   for   care   and   caution   to   be   expressed   in   our   personal   
behaviors,   we   are   paying   close   attention,   and   are   being   responsive.     
  

I   am   confident   in   the   protocols   we   have   developed   here   at   Lourdes,   and   am   grateful   for   those   
who   are   patient   and   understanding.   It   is   when   we   work    together    that   we   can   be   confident   that   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVoFc00oHxRFWYyi_5vs1K9Ta9BBT3RNmJCB__cItD2YcUCQ/viewform
mailto:awing@ollnr.org


  
  
  

we   are   doing   all   we   reasonably   can    to   mitigate   the   chances    we    might   unknowingly   communicate   
an   infection   to    others .   This   is   distinct   from   efforts   people   may   take   to   prevent   themselves   from   
getting   infected.   Our   efforts   are   an   act   of    service   toward   our   neighbor .   To   that   end   we   ask   for   
your   help   in   cooperating   with   your   fellow   parishioners   who   are   volunteering,   and   by   observing   
the   following:   
  

 ● Pre-register    for   outdoor   Sunday   Mass   (make   it   easier   to   be   contacted   by   parish   staff   in   
the   event   of   an   outbreak   associated   with   Church)   

● Wash    hands    frequently   (Sanitize   on-site)   
● Ensure   your    mask    is   properly   in   place,   covering   nose   and   mouth   (minimizes   our   droplet   

spread)   
● Leave   a   parking   space    between   vehicles   (to   avoid   breaking   social   distance   as   we   

return   to   our   cars   at   the   same   time)   
● Repeatedly   engage   in    symptoms   checks    (taking   personal   responsibility   for   self-care   

and   care   of   others)   
● Maintain    a   minimum   of   6’   of    physical   distance    between   individual   households.   

  
It   is   only   when   we   collaborate   together   in   this   effort   that   we   can   maintain   our   in-person   services .   
  

   Our    Sunday   Schedule    at   this   time   (12/12/2020)   is   as   follows:   
● >>    Saturday   Vigil   7:00pm,   live   stream,   Spanish    <<   
● 8:00am   -   Outdoors,   in-person   
● 9:00am   -   Indoors,   live   stream   
● 10:00am   -   Outdoors,   in-person   
● 11:00am   -   Indoors,   live   stream   
● >>    12:00noon   -   Outdoors,   in-person,   Spanish    <<   

WEEKDAY    mass,   Monday   through   Friday,   takes   place   at    6:30am   on   the   Church   Patio .   Usual   
protocols   are   followed,   with   an   adaptation   to   the   pre-registration   protocol.     Review   current   
protocols   here   
  

Mass   is    live   streamed     Mon.   -   Sat.   at   8:30am :     https://ollnr.weconnect.com/livestream-mass   
  

While   I   have   not   received   any   further   instruction   or   guidance   from   civil   or   church   authorities   
suggesting   we   may   need   to   further   modify   our   public   worship,   should   circumstances   change,   I   
will   be   sure   to   communicate   with   everyone   promptly.   I   encourage   people   to   frequently   check   the   
parish   website   for   updated   information.   
  

Notice   of   Parish   Office   Holiday   Closure   
The   parish   offices   will   be    closed    from     December   23   through   January   3rd    to   allow   our   staff   to  
enjoy   the   holiday   times   with   their   families   and   those   dear   to   them.   I   am   particularly   grateful   for   
the   work   they   have   done   these   past   months   in   often   very   trying   circumstances,   and   am   happy   to   
encourage   them   to   take   this   time   for   rest   and   renewal.     
  

Emergency   calls    requiring   a   priest   for   anointing   prior   to   death   will   be   responded   to   promptly.   All   
other   business   will   be   delayed   until   January   4th.   
  

If   there   is   parish   office   business   that   you   anticipate   during   this   break,   please   call   the   office   at   
(818)   349-1500   x101,   or   email    parishcenter@ollnr.org   
  

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202011_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202011_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/livestream-mass
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org


  
  
  

The   Further   Adventures   of   Mollie   Loftus   

Eucharist   has   been   my   salvation”.   My   prayer   life   has   been   a   source   of   nourishment,   it   is   true.   
And   though   not   experienced   in   its   fullest   expression   as   I   would   like,   being   able   to   participate   in   
Eucharist   has   been   very   sustaining.   However,   when   I   was   asked   this   question,   I   quickly   thought   
of   other   things   that   have   kept   me   going   through   these   crazy   times:     

● The   incredible   goodness   and   generosity   of   parishioners   has   been   my   rock!   Volunteers   
who   have   made   worship   in   person   possible…   Random   parishioners   mailing   and   
dropping   off   notes   of   gratitude   and   encouragement   for   the   staff   in   the   parish   office…   
Offers   to   shop   for   the   priests   in   the   rectory…   The   gift   of   hair   clippers!   The   incredibly  
generous   support   of   various   outreach   efforts   such   as   Operation   Gratitude,   Bundle   
Sunday   (St.   Vincent   dePaul),   Food   Drives   (MEND   &   Guadalupe   Center),   Blood   Drives   
(Red   Cross),   Drive-by   Baby   Shower   (Pregnancy   Counselling   Center),   Homeless   Drive   
(SFV   Rescue   Mission),   etc.   Discipleship   of   Jesus   “with   skin   on”!   

● Support   Group   -   a   small   group   of   priest-friends   with   whom   I’ve   been   meeting   on   a   
monthly   basis   for   over   twenty   years…   we   help   keep   each   other   honest.   Also   friends   who   
nudge,   affirm,   challenge   and   encourage.   

● Fr.   Fili   has   been   a   wonderful   addition   to   our   house   and   to   our   parish.   He   is   a   wonderful   
support   to   myself,   but   also   to   Msgr.   Peter   and   Fr.   Jerry.   That’s   not   something   to   ever   be  
taken   for   granted.   Both   Msgr.   Peter   and   Fr.   Jerry   are   really   wonderful   people   to   live   with,   
and   Bishop   Wilkerson   has   become   a   member   of   our   little   “family   pod”   too.   Fr.   Jeff’s   
embodiment   of   the   Carmeilte   connection   with   Lourdes   has   been   an   unlooked-for   
blessing,   for   which   I   am   especially   grateful.   

● Local   Pastors   &   Priest   friends   near   and   far   -   we   have   shared   ideas   for   adapting   to   an   
ever-changing   landscape   these   past   months,   our   successes   and   our   failures,   the   ideas   
that   work   and   the   ideas   that   don’t,   and   conversations   about   why   and   the   more   important   
conversations   about   the   ongoing   mission   of   the   Church   to   evangelize   and   make   
disciples   in   a   radical,   pandemically-altered   landscape.   

● Pope   Francis   -   His   writings   and   his   messages   continue   to   both   challenge   and   inspire.   He   
constantly   reminds   me   of   the   incarnational   mystery   that   grounds   our   faith   and   roots   us   in   
the   reality   of   the   Divine.   

● Conversations   with   classmates   in   different   parts   of   the   country   and   the   world   -   COVID   
allowed   us   to   reconnect   and   to   re-discover   for   ourselves   something   of   the   passion   we   

Life   really   is   wonderful,   and   over   and   over   
again   I   am   being   reminded   of   this   by   my   little   
nieces.   Even   with   all   the   tragedy   and   upheaval   
in   the   world   and   in   our   country,   life   really   is   
wonderful.   The   ordinary   and   innocent   triumphs   
over   the   frustrating   and   challenging   over   and   
over.   
  

On   Friday   I   was   participating   in   a   zoom   call   
with   our   local   bishop   and   a   number   of   the   
priests   who   serve   in   the   parishes   in   the   
western   end   of   the   SF   Valley.   We   were   asked   if   
we   might   share   some   thoughts   on   what   has   
sustained   us   over   these   many   months.     
  

Now,   I   know   I   should   probably   say   that   my   
“prayer   life   has   blossomed”,   or   that   “the       



  
  
  

share   for   ministry   and   service,   a   passion   that   has   impelled   our   sense   of   mission   and   
ministry   for   the   past   quarter   of   a   century.   

● My   family,   with   whom   I   have   enjoyed   numerous   conference   calls   and   video   calls,   both   
collectively   and   individually.   I   miss   them   terribly,   but   I   am   grateful   more   than   they   know   
for   their   love,   their   support   and   their   honest   banter   with   their   brother   in   CA.   Of   course,   
Mollie   and   her   antics,   and   the   arrival   of   Baby   Anna,   whom   I’ve   not   yet   had   the   
opportunity   to   meet   in   person,   always   inspire   me   to   celebrate   the   irrepressible   goodness   
and   indomitability   of   life   and   the   human   spirit.     

  
Mollie   had   a   haircut   this   past   week.   It   wasn’t   her   first,   but   it   was   her   first   time   at   “Mammy’s   
hairdresser,”   a   hairdresser   for   grown-ups!   She   was   so   adorable   telling   me   about   it   in   a   video   
call!   If   it’s   possible   to   both   hate   and   love   a   moment   at   once,   for   me   this   would   be   one   of   them…   
Most   of   you   know   and   can   understand   the   bittersweet   of   joy   at   the   wonder   that   comes   unbidden,   
while   at   the   same   time   missing   being   present   for   so   much.   But   life   moves   inexorably   forward,   
and   it   is   truly   wonderful.   COVID   has   knocked   our   world   and   our   country   for   six,   there’s   no   doubt,   
but   it   doesn’t   stand   a   chance   of   vanquishing   us,   at   least   not   as   long   as   Mammys   and   Daddys   
everywhere   keep   bringing   their   little   girls   to   “hairdressers   for   grown-ups”...     
  

There   are   “Mollies”   all   over   the   world   who   are   growing   up   and   experiencing   things   for   the   first   
time,   and   they   are   full   of   the   joys   of   life.   They   are   experiencing   incredible   opportunities   as   no   
generation   before   them   has.   They   are   certainly   going   to   experience   challenges   that   will   be   
unique   to   their   generation.   But   so   too   has   every   generation   before   them.     
  

I   can’t   help   but   remember   another   3-year-old,   Alan   Shenu   (Kurdi),   whose   lifeless   body   was   
retrieved   on   a   Turkish   beach   in   2015,   a   victim   of   human   trafficking   and   a   human   failure   of  
immense   proportions   to   date,   to   adequately   engage   the   ongoing   humanitarian   crisis   of   our   time.   
Such   children   as   Alan   call   us   to   renew   our   efforts   for   good,   where   we   have   tried   and   failed   in   the   
past;   they   invite   us   to   never   accept   our   inadequacies,   and   to   refuse   to   settle   for   despair.   
  

Every   generation   of   humanity   has   stood   up   to   face   challenges   never   encountered   by   the   
generations   before   them,   and   every   generation   has   experienced   the   horrors   of   human   
experience,   both   natural   and   self-inflicted.   Still   the   human   spirit   perdures.   Fathers   and   mothers   
the   world   over   look   upon   the   faces   of   their   children   and   grandchildren   and   work   to   secure   their   
future,   sometimes   facing   into   extraordinary   lives   of   simple   yet   powerful   sacrifice.   They   are   joined   
by   the   ranks   of   aunts   and   uncles,   and   other   fathers   and   mothers,   and   every   honest   and   decent   
person   who   believes   in   working   for   a   better   world   for   the   good   of   all.   We   set   aside   our   own   
self-interest,   and   we   become   our   better   (and   sometimes   best)   selves   in   the   web   of   relationships   
to   which   we   positively   contribute   and   within   which   we   discover   significance   for   our   own   lives.     
  

“May   the   God   of   peace   make   you   perfectly   holy   
and   may   you   entirely,   spirit,   soul,   and   body,   
be   preserved   blameless   for   the   coming   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ.   
The   one   who   calls   you   is   faithful,   and   he   will   also   accomplish   it.”   (1   Thess   5:23-24)   

    
Happy   Third   Week   of   Advent.   
  

F�.   Davi�   


