
  

  
Embracing   God’s   People    •    Equipping   Disciples    •    Accompanying   Believers   

  
December   19,   2020   

  
Brothers   and   Sisters,   

  
We   read   now   of   a   second   vaccination   approved   for   emergency   use   in   confronting   the   
Coronavirus,   and   at   the   same   time,   we   note   that   here   in   LA   County   we   are   breaking   records   on   
an   almost   daily   basis   in   terms   of   our   COVID   numbers.   According   to   a    report    in   today’s   LA   
Times,   “L.A.   County   is   now   averaging   about   13,600   coronavirus   cases   a   day   over   the   last   week,   
more   than   triple   the   comparable   figure   on   Thanksgiving.”   
  

As   I   mentioned,   the   ironies   abound.   Our   scriptures   this   weekend   remind   us   of   truths   that   we   
might   rather   not   want   to   admit   for   ourselves.   St.   Paul   reminds   us   in   his   conclusion   of   the   letter   to   
the   Romans   that   God   alone   is   our   strength   in   times   of   trial:   

“To   him   who   can   strengthen   you…   to   the   only   wise   God,   through   Jesus   Christ   be   glory   
forever   and   ever.   Amen.”   (Rom   16:25a,   27)   

I   am   also   reminded   of   the   foundational   principle   of   theology   articulated   by   St.   Thomas   Aquinas:   
“Grace   builds   on   nature”.   In   other   words,   I   place   my   trust   in   God,   but   I   also   appreciate   that   God   
entrusts   me   with   the   gifts   of   freedom   and   reason   for   which   I   am   responsible   in   my   own   choices   
and   actions.   Luke,   in   the   gospel,   narrates   the   story   of   the   Annunciation,   and   all   I   can   think   of   is   
“Lord,   come!   And   do   not   delay!   …   (And   maybe   bring   a   “fix”   for   2020!)     
  

In   the   meantime,   as   we   continue   to   “wait”,   we   remember   that   the   choices   we   make   to   be   out   
and   about,   or   to   engage   with   others   not   in   our   household,   have   implications   that   are   rarely   
immediately   evident.    And   so   a   reminder…   

  

  

Crazy   numbers   of   COVID-related   infections,   
hospitalizations   and   death,   alongside   the   roll-out   of   the   
first   vaccinations…   I   can’t   help   but   think   of   the   apparent   
contradictions   and   ironies   in   this   reality.   If   2020   is   going   to   
get   singled   out   as   a   year   of   craziness,   then   it’s   last   couple   
of   weeks   are   not   going   to   be   without   their   own   drama.     
  

I   read   a    story    about   an   airline   passenger   who   last   week   
seems   to   have   not   provided   accurate   information   with   
respect   to   their   health   condition   prior   to   boarding   the   
flight.   The   flight   was   diverted,   the   passenger   in   question   
has   since   died,   and   all   other   passengers   are   being   
contacted   to   advise   them   that   they   were   potentially   
exposed   to   COVID-19.   

THIS   WEEKEND ,     While   we   continue   to   offer   sacrament,    I   invite   people   to   be   particularly   
discerning   about   being   physically   present   for   mass   in   light   of   the   need   for   increased   care   and   
attention   to   our   being   around   others   who   do   not   live   in   our   household.   

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-12-19/los-angeles-county-coronavirus-hospitalization-surge-rationing
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2020/12/18/united-flight-death-covid/


  
  
  

  
**SPOTLIGHT**   
I   would   encourage   everyone   to   make   a   particular   effort   to   reach   out   this   week   to   health-care   
workers   whom   you   may   know,   and   just   offer   a   word   of   encouragement.   Healthcare   facilities   and   
those   who   work   in   them   are   experiencing   some   incredible   pressures.   A   word   of   encouragement,   
a   prayer,   will   be   greatly   appreciated,   I   have   no   doubt.   
  

Sacrament   of   Reconciliation   
Our   primary   means   of   approaching   the   sacrament   at   this   time   is   by   simply   calling   or    emailing   
the   parish   office   and   making   an   appointment   with   one   of   the   parish   priests.     
  

Our   Advent   “expanded   confession   opportunities”   concluded   today.   Going   forward,   our    Protocols   
for   Reconciliation    during   our   PURPLE   /   WIDESPREAD   phase   are   operative.   
  

During   these   times,   we   ask   those   seeking   to   avail   of   the   Sacrament   of   Reconciliation   to   come   
properly    disposed    and   to   be    concise    in   their   confession.   This   is   not   a   suitable   time   for   spiritual   
counseling,   arrangements   for   which   can   be   made   separately.     
  

 Emergency   Calls    in   the   event   of   someone    facing   death   and   needing   to   be   anointed   
We   have   contingencies   in   place   to   comply   with   appropriate   health   and   protection   guidance,   and   
the   “ Rite   of   Anointing ”   has   been   modified   accordingly.   Call   (818)   349-1500   and   select   option   
“0”.     
  

Please   note   that   hospitals   and   care   facilities   have   protocols   in   place   affecting   our   ability   to   be   
physically   present   as   we   usually   would.     

  
Christmas   Mass   Schedule   
Pre-registration   for   in-person   mass   is   open   on   the    parish   website    (click   and   scroll   down)   for   both   
Christmas   Eve   and   Christmas   Morning.   A   glitch   in   the   pre-registration   process   was   discovered   
yesterday   and   was   “fixed”   (Thank   you   to   those   parishioners   who   made   us   aware   and   remained   
patient).   We   anticipate   people   who   are   not   familiar   with   our   protocols   showing   up   for   worship,   
and   that   will   likely   create   some   confusion   and   some   delays.    Review   current   protocols   here .   
  

  
At   the   time   of   writing   (Sat   morning),   we   already   have   just   over   300   people   pre-registered   for   
4pm   Christmas   Eve   Mass   and   114   people   pre-registered   for   10am   Christmas   Day.     

Pre-register   for   Christmas   Masses    |   Closes   December   23rd   at    12noon .   
  

Once   more ,    I   invite   people   to   be   particularly   discerning   about   being   physically   
present   for   mass   in   light   of   the   need   for   increased   care   and   attention   to   being   

around   others   who   do   not   live   in   our   household.   
  

Consider   availing   of   our   Livestream   Christmas   Liturgy     
which   will   go   live   at   6pm   on   Christmas   Eve     

and   remain   available   for   viewing   throughout   Christmas   Day.   

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202011_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202011_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/oll-homecoming
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202011_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/oll-homecoming


  
  
  

Please   be   prepared.   Those   planning   on   being   present   for   in-person   worship   are   strongly   
encouraged   to   pre-register   to   help   volunteers   to   be   adequately   prepared,   and   to   avoid   any   
disappointment   on-site.   Thank   you   to   all   who   choose   to   be   proactive   and   to   help   our   staff   and   
volunteers   by   pre-registering.   
( See   related   information   below )   
  

In   these   days,   we   are   aware   that   needs   must   determine   our   actual   scheduling   of   outdoor   
liturgies.   We   are   blessed   with   SoCal   weather   that   permits   worship   outdoors   in   Winter   months,   
but   occasionally   winds   and   rain   may   cause   a   cancellation   of   outdoor   liturgies.   However,   we   plan   
for   the   best,   and   so   our   Christmas   Schedule   as   it   currently   stands   remains   as   follows:   
  

Christmas   Eve:   4:00pm    on   the   Parking   Lot   
  

Christmas   Morning: 10:00am    on   the   Parking   Lot   
12:noon    on   the   Parking   Lot    (Spanish)   

  
Christmas   Mass   will   also   be   available   via    Livestream    from    6:00pm    on    Christmas   Eve .    This   
liturgy   will   be   available   for   viewing   throughout   all   of   Christmas   morning   and   afternoon.   

  
Public   Health   Response   
I   am   confident   in   the   protocols   we   have   developed   here   at   Lourdes,   and   am   grateful   for   those   
who   are   patient   and   understanding.   Please   note,   however,   that   our   protocols   can   not   mitigate   
effectively   for   choices   made   by   individuals   which   can   result   in   compromising   behavior   in   these   
extraordinary   circumstances.     
  

It   is   when   we   work    together    that   we   can   be   confident   that   we   are   doing   all   we   reasonably   can    to   
mitigate   the   chances    we    might   unknowingly   communicate   an   infection   to    others .   This   is   distinct   
from   efforts   people   may   take   to   prevent   themselves   from   getting   infected.   Our   efforts   are   an   act   
of    service   toward   our   neighbor .     
  

As   I   noted   above,   the   numbers   of   COVID-related   infections,   hospitalizations   and   deaths   in   LA   
County   are   all   hitting   records   these   days,   and   not   in   a   good   way.   Our   infection   numbers   are   
reported    as   being   three   times   higher   in   the   run-up   to   Christmas   compared   to   the   run-up   to   
Thanksgiving.     
  

While   I   have   not   received   any   further   instruction   or   guidance   from   civil   or   church   authorities   
suggesting   we   may   need   to   further   modify   our   public   worship,   should   circumstances   change,   I   
will   be   sure   to   communicate   promptly   with   everyone   who   has   shared   an   email   address   as   part   
of   their   parish   registration.     
  

For   those   who   have   not   shared   their   email   or   updated   their   email   address   in   their   parish   census   
information,   I   encourage   frequent   checking   of   the   parish   website   for   updated   information.   
  

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-12-19/los-angeles-county-coronavirus-hospitalization-surge-rationing


  
  
  

In   these   intense   days   when   the   spread   and   consequences   of   COVID-19   are   so   prevalent,   we   
are   resolved   to   be   more   intentional   in   our   care   and   in   our   practices.   To   that   end   we   ask   for   your   
cooperation   with   your   fellow   parishioners   who   are   volunteering,   by   observing   the   following:   
  

 ● Pre-register    for   outdoor   Sunday   Mass   (make   it   easier   to   be   contacted   by   parish   staff   in   
the   event   of   an   outbreak   associated   with   Church)   

● Wash    hands     frequently    (Sanitize   on-site)  
● Ensure   your    mask    is   properly   in   place,   covering   nose   and   mouth   (minimizes   our   droplet   

spread)   
● Leave   a   parking   space    between   vehicles   (to   avoid   breaking   social   distance   as   we   

return   to   our   cars   at   the   same   time)   
● Repeatedly   engage   in    symptoms   checks    (taking   personal   responsibility   for   self-care   

and   care   of   others)   
● Maintain    a   minimum   of   6’   of    physical   distance    between   individual   households.   

  
It   is   only   when   we   collaborate   together   in   this   effort   that   we   can   maintain   our   in-person   services .   
  
  

Notice   of   Parish   Office   Holiday   Closure   
The   parish   offices   will   be    closed    from     December   23   through   January   3rd    to   allow   our   staff   to  
enjoy   the   holiday   time   with   their   families   and   those   dear   to   them.   I   am   particularly   grateful   for   the   
work   they   have   done   these   past   months   in   often   very   trying   circumstances,   and   am   happy   to   
encourage   them   to   take   this   time   for   rest   and   renewal.     
  

Emergency   calls    requiring   a   priest   for   anointing   prior   to   death   will   be   responded   to   promptly.   All   
other   business   will   be   delayed   until   January   4th.   
  

If   there   is   parish   office   business   that   you   anticipate   during   this   break,   please   call   the   office   at   
(818)   349-1500   x101,   or   email    parishcenter@ollnr.org   
  

Voicemail   messages   will   be   monitored   throughout   the   days   while   the   office   is   closed.   
Non-essential   call   returns   will   be   deferred   until   the   office   reopens   in   January.   
  
  
  
  

   

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org


  
  
  

The   Further   Adventures   of   Mollie   Loftus   

in   their   lives,   and   being   separated   from   them,   is   mitigated   for   me   in   a   big   way   by   the   goodness   
of   my   brothers   and   sisters   -   along   with   my   parents   -    constantly   sharing   pictures   and   videos.   We   
all   share   with   one   another   anything   we   can   in   group   texts,   phone   calls,   video   calls,   anything   we   
can   do   together   helps.   
  

Earlier   this   week,   my   parents   broke   bail   and   traveled   to   visit   with   their   grand-daughters.   My   
brother   Shane   sent   me   a   picture   of   the   wrapped   gifts   he   helped   me   secure   for   my   nieces.   He   
advised   me   that   while   I   was   a   decent   gift-giver,   my   wrapping   skills   left   much   to   be   desired.   My   
sister,   Aoife,   sent   pics   of   her   new   kitchen.   Niamh   kept   me   updated   with   the   local   news.   
  

Families   everywhere   are   engaged   in   rituals   and   traditions   that   are   perhaps   strained   in   these   
times,   but   it   seems   to   me   that   people   are   being   creative   in   looking   after   what   is   most   important   
to   them.   While   our   efforts   may   not   measure   up   to   what   we   would   hope   for,   or   fall   short   of   
pre-COVID   experiences,   nonetheless   families   are   making   things   work   in   whatever   ways   they   
possibly   can.   It’s   good   to   do   our   best,   however   inadequate   we   might   feel   that   best   to   be.   
  

As   we   prepare   to   celebrate   one   again   the   coming   Christ,   the   Prince   of   Peace,   may   our   efforts   
reawaken   our   inner   yearnings,   and   at   this   holy   time   of   the   year   let   us   join   together   in   prayer   for   
peace   in   our   hearts,   in   our   homes,   in   our   communities,   in   our   nation   and   in   our   world.   
    
Happy   Fourth   Week   of   Advent.   Be   Safe.   Be   well.   
  

F�.   Davi�   

It’s   that   time   of   the   year   when   children   are   
drilled   like   marines   in   preparation   for   the   
myriad   Christmas   pageants   and   concerts   that   
are   synonymous   with   the   Christmas   holiday.   
Here   I   see   my   niece   sharing   a   “stage”   with   her   
classmates   -   a   necessary   social   skill   she’s   
been   working   on.   But   when   it   comes   to   being   
at   home,   there   still   remains   a   single   princess…   
although   I   am   assured   over   and   over   that   
Mollie   has   really   stepped   up   as   a   “big   sister”   
and   is   very   good   in   helping   to   look   after   little   
Anna.     
  

As   you’ve   all   figured   out   by   now,   I   love   my   
nieces   to   pieces.   Missing   moments   of   wonder       


