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Brothers   and   Sisters,   
On   Saturday   evening   last,   the   LA   County   Department   of   Public   Health   updated   its   guidance   for   
“ Places   of   Worship ”    to   align   with   recent   legal   decisions   passed   down   by   our   courts,   and   the   
prohibition   against   worship   indoors   has   been   rescinded.     
  

Following   this   development,   the   Archbishop   of   Los   Angeles,   Jose   Gomez   wrote   to   priests.   He   
observed   that   we   “are   in   the   midst   of   last-minute   preparations   trying   to   help   your   people   
celebrate   the   birth   of   Jesus.”   He   acknowledged   that   we   face   weather-related   challenges   in   our   
parishes   at   this   time   of   the   year   which   impact   outdoor   worship,   and   then   went   on   to   note   that:   

“At   this   point,   it   will   be   safer   to   continue   celebrating   outdoor   Masses.   Please   note   that   
Los   Angeles   County   Public   Health   strongly   recommends   that   places   of   worship   continue   
to   hold   services   outdoors.   However,   if   you   believe   it   is   better   to   offer   live-streamed   Mass   
only   or   to   celebrate   Mass   indoors   (if   permitted   by   your   County   and   in   keeping   with   their   
protocols),   you   may   proceed   accordingly.   More   detailed   guidance   will   follow.”   

  
Last   night   the   Archdiocese   issued   “ Updated   Liturgical   Guidelines   During   the   Coronavirus   
Pandemic   December   22,   2020 ”.   
  

In   terms   of   our   public   worship   here   at   Lourdes,   we   will   continue   with   the   activities   we   
already   have   in   place   through   the   New   Year.     
  

At   that   time,   I   plan   on   engaging   with   parishioners,   parish   staff   and   volunteers   to   consider   what   
our   next   steps   will   be   moving   forward.   
  

Unrelated,   but   also   of   import,   parishioners   have   been   asking   about   the   Church’s   stance   on   the   
appropriateness   of   availing   of   vaccinations   as   they   become   available.    It   seems   there   has   been   
some   inaccurate   and   conflicting   information   disseminated   on   the   internet.   The   document   from   
the   Vatican   Congregation   for   Doctrine   of   the   Faith   was   unusually   direct,   noting   that   “diverse   and   
sometimes   conflicting   pronouncements   in   the   mass   media   by   bishops,   Catholic   associations,   
and   experts   have   raised   questions   about   the   morality   of   the   use   of   these   vaccines.”   (CDF   Note,   
Introduction).   While   the   language   is   at   times   formal   and   specific,   it   is   well   worth   reading   the   
actual   teaching   of   the   Church   on   this   matter.   Simply   put,   the   Church   affirms   the   use   of   the   
available   vaccinations.     
  

For   those   who   would   like   to   explore   further   the   moral   and   ethical   considerations,   I   include   below   
some   reliable   references,   which   are   also   posted   on   our    parish   website    (click   and   scroll   down).     
  
  

  

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/Reopening_PlacesofWorship.pdf
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/COVID-19-Liturgical-Guidelines-Options-for-Masses-20201222.pdf
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/COVID-19-Liturgical-Guidelines-Options-for-Masses-20201222.pdf
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/update-covid-19


  
  
  

California   Catholic   Conference    of   Bishops   Supports   COVID-19   Vaccinations   
https://www.cacatholic.org/covid-vaccines   
  

US   Bishops    Statement   on   Ethical   Concerns   related   to   COVID   vaccines   
https://www.usccb.org/news/2020/us-bishop-chairmen-pro-life-and-doctrine-address-ethi 
cal-concerns-new-covid-19-vaccines   
  

Vatican   News    Article   on   use   of   anti-COVID   vaccines   
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-12/vatican-cdf-note-covid-vaccine 
-morality-abortion.html   
  

Congregation   for   Doctrine   of   the   Faith    -    Note   on   the   morality   of   using   some   
anti-Covid-19   vaccines   
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_2 
0201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html   

  
    

As   we   move   through   the   final   days   of   our   Advent   Season,   and   are   preparing   to   celebrate   the   
birth   of   the   Savior,   may   the   blessings   of   this   Holy   Season   be   upon   you   and   all   those   dear   to   you.   
  

F�.   Davi�   
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