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January 16, 2021 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

I enjoyed a few days of respite and renewal this past week. It was an 
opportunity for a post-Christmas “unplugging”, if you will, and it was 
gratefully enjoyed. Because of the nature of all that is going on in our 
world right now, it was neither prudent nor possible to travel anywhere, 
but nonetheless, I had the opportunity to tend my small herb garden, to 
do some reading, and to finally get around to a little spring-cleaning of 
my own.  

I didn’t really keep up with the news, and eschewed social media for the 
duration. It has left me experiencing an odd sensation in which I both 
feel “out of the loop” and at the same time, refreshed and renewed. I 
confess that not having to pay attention to other people’s opinions 
about everything going on in the world gives a certain freedom when it 
comes to searching for truth and reality. I’m not sure I’ve appreciated 
how much the opinions of talking heads are so prevalent in our efforts 
to keep ourselves informed and abreast of current events. It’s not 
always easy distinguishing between reality and people’s opinions or 
perceptions of reality, that sometimes get passed off as reality itself.  

I did find myself chatting with family in Ireland on a daily basis this past 
week. It seems my homeland has gone from being one of the best countries in the world in dealing with 
COVID-19 to the world’s worst, in a matter of three weeks. My father attributed the dramatic shift in fortunes 
to “the Christmas”. His thoughts on this might be summed up as a combination of people’s frustrations, 
coupled with a desire to celebrate the Christmas, enabled by a government that acceded to the demands and 
desires of the people despite the contrary advice of medical professionals and the government’s own task 
force, and the support of a strong lobbying campaign by business owners anxious to salvage something of 
their trade. In other words, I suggested to him, everyone bears responsibility for what has unfolded. “That’s 
about the size of it,” he responded.  
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As I reflect on it this thought, it leaves me wondering about how effective we can ever hope to be when so 
many people have so many different ideas about what’s effective, and what’s not, when it comes to our 
response to the COVID-19 virus. We all have our own ideas and perspectives, depending upon the ground on 
which we stand. Our perspectives are shaped and informed by a host of realities, including our own personal 
self-interest.  

How we look at our response to COVID-19 will be different if I’m a small-business owner or an hourly 
employee. It’ll be different if I’m a parent with school-aged children, or an adult without responsibility for 
others. It’ll be different if I’m caring for aging parents or family-members, or if I’m young and relatively care-
free. It’ll be different if I’ve had a narrow escape from serious illness having contracted COVID-19, or if I was 
symptom-free while the virus ran its course in my body.  

I unashamedly admit that with one exception, I would enjoy nothing more, and desire nothing more at this 
time, than the opportunity to gather in our parish church, filled with our community, to sing, to pray, to praise 
and to worship. I want to hear the voices of God’s people lifted in song and unrestrained in praise. I want to 
look around the pews of the Church and see the faces of familiar faces sitting where they always sit, staring 
back, sometimes smiling, sometimes bored, and sometimes devoid of any response at all. I want to meet 
people on the patio, greeting them with news of their families and stories of their lives. I want to wander 
through Stroup Hall and delight in friends and neighbors chatting together over a cup of coffee and a bagel or 
donut.  

I confess that it’s not always easy to balance my own desires and hopes with concern for the public health 
realities that continue to confront us. Earlier today I read a brief column in the Wall Street Journal in which 
comments made by Neel Kashkari, President of the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, were reported. Mr. 
Kashkari made the following observation: “Some people said we’ve learned to reopen the economy, it’s more 
resilient. I don’t think that’s true... I don’t think the economy is more resilient to Covid; unfortunately, I think 
our tolerance for death is much higher than we thought back in the Spring.” Mr. Kashkari went on to say “If 
you would have told me that 3,000 Americans would be dying every day because of Covid, I would have told 
you we would have been in a wartime posture with all Americans locking arms to defeat the common enemy. 
That has not been the case, unfortunately.” 

The number 3,000 got me to thinking, and I remembered that almost 3,000 Americans died on September 11, 
2001, as a direct result of a foreign terrorist attack on our country. That event galvanized a public response 
like few others in modern US history. I am not unaware that one of the victims of the terrorist attack on 
September 11, Wahleed Iskandar, was a parishioner of Lourdes whom I never met, but whom I came to know 
through the devotion of his parents.  

 I’m no economist, and I don’t have any simple answers to the complexities of the public responses to the 
covid-19 pandemic, but it appears to me that less than 20 years ago 3000 Americans dying in one day was 



considered an unacceptable horror. Today we seem to be in a very different place. And that bears some 
consideration and reflection for ourselves.  

 

Mass of Hope & Blessing 
At 7pm Tuesday evening, January 19th, we will be live-streaming a special mass from Church with prayers for 
hope and blessing for our nation as we move forward. The evening liturgy anticipates the inauguration of a 
new president for our country, and the transition of another president back to private life. This transition 
comes at a time in our nation’s history when we face incredible challenges. Our liturgy will provide us with an 
opportunity to remind ourselves, as a people of faith, that whatever difficult tasks lie before us, we are a 
people blessed by God with the capacity to rise above and overcome whatever challenges with which we are 
confronted. 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 
A reminder that if you haven’t already, mark your calendars for a blood drive that will take 
place here at Our Lady of Lourdes on March 14th from 8am to 2pm. More detailed 
information will be available closer to the date. 

 

Vaccinations and Morals 
A number of parishioners reached out to me to thank me for the information below which I shared last week, 
relating to vaccinations and the morality of their use from a Catholic moral perspective. I’m including the note 
in this week’s email also in case you missed it last week.  

Apparently there are websites and blogs suggesting that Catholics may not avail of the vaccinations currently 
available on moral grounds. The concern centers on the misinformation that these vaccines were developed 
using stems cells of aborted fetuses. Both the Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna vaccines were developed using a 
new “mRNA technology” that was developed within the past three years as part of an initiative to fight cancer. 
Consequently, neither vaccine currently in use in the USA, used fetal stem cells in their development.  

The Catholic Church has a very strong history with respect to matters of life. The consistency of approach to 
life issues is not surprising. Because of the inaccurate and conflicting information circulating on websites, blogs 
and other social media, the Vatican has been proactive in addressing the matter of COVID vaccination. The 
document from the Vatican Congregation for Doctrine of the Faith was unusually direct, noting that  

“diverse and sometimes conflicting pronouncements in the mass media by bishops, Catholic 
associations, and experts have raised questions about the morality of the use of these vaccines.” (CDF 
Note, Introduction).  



It is also worth noting that the Vatican documents speak of a “moral responsibility” of undergoing vaccination 
because the issue “involves the relationship between personal health and public health, showing their close 
interdependence. In light of this connection, we consider it important that a responsible decision be taken in 
this regard, since refusal of the vaccine may also constitute a risk to others.” (Pontifical Council for Life/COVID-
19 Commission, n13. See also CDF n5.) 

While the language is at times formal and specific, it is well worth reading the actual teaching of the Church on 
this matter. Simply put, the Church affirms the use of the available vaccinations.  

For those who would like to explore further the moral and ethical considerations, I include below some 
reliable references, which are also posted on our parish website (click and scroll down).  

California Catholic Conference of Bishops Supports COVID-19 Vaccinations 
https://www.cacatholic.org/covid-vaccines  

US Bishops Statement on Ethical Concerns related to COVID vaccines 
https://www.usccb.org/news/2020/us-bishop-chairmen-pro-life-and-doctrine-address-ethical-
concerns-new-covid-19-vaccines 

Vatican News Article on use of anti-COVID vaccines 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-12/vatican-cdf-note-covid-vaccine-morality-
abortion.html 

Congregation for Doctrine of the Faith - Note on the morality of using some anti-Covid-19 vaccines 
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_
nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html 

Pontifical Academy for Life & Vatican COVID-19 Commission – Vaccine for All. 20 points for a fairer 
and healthier world. 
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/dam/pav/documenti%20pdf/2020/Covid_Accademia_IHD_22d
icembre/28.12.20_ENG_VACCINE%20DPIHD%20PAL_Updated.pdf 
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Opportunities for Service 
We continue to invite parishioners who are willing and able, to join those men and women who have been 
doing such wonderful work in service of our parish community. You have read in prior letters of my admiration 
and gratitude for the volunteers who have been so instrumental in facilitating our worship during these 
COVID-days. Truly, the men and women who have stepped up during our initial re-opening of the church 
building last Spring, through the second suspension of in-person worship, and on to the restoring of in-person 
worship outdoors… these folks have literally made possible our ability to gather for worship. Consider joining 
their number, and make possible the ongoing celebration of the Eucharist here are Lourdes. Volunteers are 
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particularly appreciated to help facilitate the celebration of Eucharist on Sunday mornings at 10am. 
Appropriate training is provided. To serve your brothers and sisters in faith, please call or email Diane at the 
parish office.  818-349-1500 x101 OR go online to the parish website and complete the electronic form. 
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Gratitude to our Benefactors 
Along with the efforts of our volunteers, I also pray daily in gratitude for the efforts of our benefactors, here at 
Our Lady of Lourdes. A large number of our community have gone above and beyond to ensure that their 
financial supportof our parish continues to make possible the edcuation, outreach and pastoral services in 
which we engage here at Lourdes. It might seem like a small thing, but dropping off an offering enveope at the 
parish office, or mailing in, makes a huge difference. Many others have taken advantage of our electronic 
giving opportunity, in collaboration with FaithDirect. Still others place their envelope in the basket provided at 
our parking-lot liturgies.  

However it is that you choose to support the 
ministries and ongoing work of our parish, thank 
you, from the bottom of my heart. Your 
faithfulness and dedication is a source of inspiration and encouragement to me personally, and the staff who 
soldier on here at the parish are constantly uplifted with your expressions of care and concern which often 
accompany your donations.  
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The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
For some reason, the pictures that came from home this 
week began to turn to past days… and I imagine that’s 
why my memories turned to the day of Mollie’s baptism. 
It was a day that had been long in the planning, and to 
which we had all looked forward for some time. Mollie 
was baptized in the Church in which her uncle David had 
been ordained, and perhaps more importantly, in which 
her Dad had been baptized himself, many years before. I 
can’t quite remember, but I have a vague sense that 
Mollie didn’t quite take to water being poured over her 
head that day, but given that I’m a “professional” with 
many years of experience, we poured the water, said the 
words, lit candles, anointed with oil, and took pictures. 
Afterwards, the celebration continued, and Mollie, as 
always, was quite happy to enjoy all the attention 
showered upon her. It was obvious to us all on that day, 
that she certainly looked forward to a life filled with good 
things which she seemed to have every intention of 
enjoying.  

 

mailto:dwalker@ollnr.org?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20Volunteer
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Family and friends gathered to celebrate, and to revel in the promise and potential that accompanies such events. There 
is a sense of the wonder and awesomeness of life in its fulness when little ones come into this world, and when families 
see the generation of promise being made real in time and place. We wonder and imagine what might come to pass, 
what might unfold, and we pray blessing and grace on our hopes and dreams.  

This weekend, Sunday’s scriptures recount simple yet extraordinary moments in the lives of different people. What the 
different narratives hold in common, is that the moments – though personal – reach well beyond the individuals 
themselves. In the first reading, we hear of God’s call of Samuel which culminates in the young boy-prophet responding 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” The narrative goes on to say “Samuel grew up, and the LORD was with him, 
not permitting any word of his to be without effect.” History recounts that the effects of Samuel’s life went on to 
reshape the history of a nation. Likewise, the gospel tells of some disciples of John the Baptist choosing to follow Jesus 
to see who he might be, and what he might be about? One of those was Andrew, who subsequently went and brought 
his brother Simon to meet with the one suspected of being the Anointed of God, or Meshiach/Messiah. Jesus meets 
Simon, names him Peter, and once again, the awesome ways in which God works in our lives, with all their promise and 
potential, is unleashed in the world. 

We never know what will come from our saying “yes” to God at any point in our lives. We can never fully anticipate the 
promise and potential of ordinary moments in our lives through which God chooses to move, transforming, marking our 
lives and our world for the better. Hopes and dreams that we might hold for ourselves, become hopes and dreams 
imbued with the grace and blessing of God, and the results are always for more than we can imagine or conceive, not 
only in our own lives, but in the lives of countless others.  

  

Be safe. Be well. 

Fr. David 
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Corrections 
Last week I inadvertently neglected to include the 11am Sunday livestreamed mass on the schedule. The error 
was pointed out and corrected, as is reflected below.  



Schedule of Masses 
 

Sunday: Weekday 
7:00pm Saturday Vigil (Spanish – Livestream) 
8:00am (English – Parking Lot) 
9:00am (English – Livestream) 
10:00am (English – Parking Lot) 
11:00am (English – Livestream) 
12:00noon (Spanish – Parking Lot) 

Monday – Friday 
6:30am (English – Church Patio) 

 
Monday – Saturday 

8:30am (English – Livestream) 

 

Protocols for Participation in Sunday (in-person) Worship 

Protocols for Participation in Weekday (in-person) Worship 
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Reconciliation  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by appointment. Call the parish office (818-349-1500, Ext. 101) or email to 
arrange for a mutually acceptable time for the celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation. 

Protocols for Participation in Sacramental Reconciliation 

 

Pastoral “Visit” 
To arrange a “visit” with Fr. Fili or Fr. David, please feel free to call the parish office (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or to email 
for an appointment. Pastoral “visits” are available via phone or by zoom call, depending on preference.  

 

Tuesday Morning Coffee with the Pastor 
On Tuesday mornings, following the 8:30am mass livestreamed from Church, parishioners are invited to join an informal 
get-together by means of the zoom platform. Grab a cup of tea or coffee, and come spend 30-45 minutes in 
conversation with fellow parishioners. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or 
email the parish office. 
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Friday Night Zoom with the Pastor 
Originally conceived as an informal Q&A inspired by those who participated in our ALPHA process, these Friday nights 
continue to be occasions when parishioners get to submit questions for reflection and consideration. The 3rd Friday 
evening of the month at 7pm is an opportunity to gather with fellow parishioners and to explore questions of faith, 
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current events, or simply enjoy the occasion to ask a question you’ve always wanted to ask, but never really had the 
opportunity. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or email the parish office. 
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