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March 6, 2021 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

I don’t mind sharing that this week has been a little more trying than 
usual. I won’t bore you with the details, but let’s just say that there has 
been a noticeable uptick (dare I call it a surge) in relatively small matters 
that consume more time than I’ve got to give… you know the kind of 
week… things don’t go so right, glitches happen more frequently… just 
enough to tap into my frustration… We all have such times, and we have 
no choice other than to work through them. I’m just grateful that the 
week is coming to a close! But what a week! 

I was deeply moved with images of Pope Francis on the historic first ever 
Papal visit to Iraq, a country torn by so much destruction and war, and a 
part of the world that has faced an unprecedented decline in the 
population of Christians. Watching him visit with Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani, and participating in an interfaith prayer service, moved my heart 
to concern and hope, for a better future for the people of Iraq, and for a 
deeper realization by people of good-will everywhere that hostility, 
extremism and violence, in all their forms, are incompatible with the 
great religious traditions of the world.  

Against the backdrop of all of that, we have been busy here at the parish 
preparing for the re-opening of our church buildings for indoor worship. This letter will be taken up mostly 
with different facets of that effort.  

First of all, I want to underscore for everyone that while the rates of infection have been going down, and with 
the passing of time the numbers of parishioners getting vaccinated has been increasing, it is still important to 
remember to take precautions not only for our own benefit, but also for the benefit of our fellow parishioners. 
As I write, LA County remains in the purple (widespread) tier, and the infection risks associated with being 
present with others remain high.  
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Here at Church, we are following protocols to comply with both County and Archdiocesan guidance, and it will 
be important to remember this as we gradually re-open our church for in-person worship. The risk-level 
remains high, even as we take all reasonable precautions, and it will continue to be the case for some time 
yet, even though we might move from the purple to the red tier.  

Our re-opening the church building is not a declaration that it is safe to gather with others in an indoor setting. 
The opposite continues to be the case. We are providing an option for those who wish to avail of it. Our 
expectation, as we offer this option, is that people are making a well-informed choice, taking into 
consideration their own context, and the contexts of others with whom we might come in contact. And please 
keep in mind that having been vaccinated does not automatically render us impervious, nor make us 
invulnerable.  

I encourage everyone to remember that the dispensation from the “Sunday Obligation” which was shared 
with us almost a full year ago by Archbishop Gomez, continues to be in effect. Additionally, our parish offers 
livestream options for anyone wishing to participate in the Eucharist using this particular technology. For 
those who wish, there are two options for in-person participation in the Eucharist going forward, and these 
options are greatly modified from what we may remember of pre-COVID times. People may participate by 
entering the church building for indoor worship, or they may choose to remain on the patio for an outdoor 
experience.  

I strongly encourage everyone who plans on being physically present to view the video we prepared for our 
re-opening of the church building during this past summer. It will prepare everyone for what to expect on 
Sunday. Also, please take the time to carefully read the current protocols.  

Entry to the Church patio will be through the pedestrian gate closest to Stroup Hall. Following the guidance of 
our volunteers will benefit everyone, and will help to move us into a pattern of best practices for our public 
and in-person worship.  

Those who are pre-registered will be invited to take their places either indoors, or outdoors, according to their 
preference.  

Those not pre-registered will be invited to complete information cards prior to entry. As we approach the time 
for mass to begin, and as soon as we are certain that there is adequate space, they will be invited to join the 
congregation on a space-available basis.  

Keep in mind also that the doors to Church will be closed when mass begins to allow our volunteers to fully 
participate. If, for some reason, you arrive a few minutes late, please take a place on the patio and 
communion will be brought to you at the conclusion of the mass, which is the time everyone will be receiving 
communion. 

“In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thess 5:18) 

https://ollnr.weconnect.com/livestream-mass
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j_2rgC5so0R6k33qZFF98PZkgRKL6wxy/view
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf


Preparing to Reopen Church Buildings for Mass 
During the past week-and-a-half, the Church building has been thoroughly cleaned, disinfected, and re-marked 
(visual cues for distancing, taping off pews, taping kneelers, etc.). It took a full crew a few days, but they got 
the work done.  

This morning we had a training for our volunteers, without whom our efforts for worship during this time of 
pandemic would simply fall apart. We can make all the plans in the world for re-opening, but without the 
necessary volunteers to make it happen, our plans would all be in vain. There was a palpable buzz of 
excitement among our volunteers, and a measured enthusiasm tempered with care and concern for what lies 
ahead. 

At this juncture, we have just enough volunteers to proceed with the schedule published last week. I renew 
my call to invite parishioners to volunteer. We can certainly use more hands and cool heads. To volunteer, 
please go to the parish website and register there, or alternatively, call Diane at the parish office (818-349-
1500  Ext. 101). 

I do need to point out that at this time, we do not have sufficient volunteers to commence our Saturday 
evening Vigil Mass at 5:30pm next weekend. If that changes in the coming days, we’ll go ahead with our 
plans, but if not then we will not be in a position go forward with our plans. We will include the option in the 
pre-registration forms but we will email individual parishioners who sign up for the 5:30 Vigil Mass no later 
than 24hours ahead of time to confirm whether or not we have secured enough volunteers to allow for the 
liturgy to go forward.   

Our volunteers participated in a training session earlier today and are looking forward to the church re-
opening for in-person worship again. As they were asked to be patient and understanding with everyone who 
will be coming out for mass, so too I invite everyone to be patient with one another, with our volunteers, and 
with ourselves. These next weeks will seem a little different to us and will not be a return yet to the worship 
experience we enjoyed so much prior to COVID. That remains for a future towards which we slowly move. So, 
for the time being, let our watch-word be “patience… patience… patience…”. Let this be our Lenten gift to one 
another, and to ourselves.  

Note:  
On Sundays, those choosing to sit outdoors on the patio are invited to bring their own chairs for their comfort.  
Communion will be brought to the patio at the conclusion of mass. 
 

 
For Weekday Mass, we will commence indoor worship on Monday, March 8th at both 6:30am and 8:30am. 
For those parishioners who prefer to remain seated on the patio, audio will be available through the Church 
outdoor speakers. 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePNayrs7RkxYG1L2jm98kk-4l2lAfhzJdDUOaeEIoT-Fpb0w/viewform?usp=sf_link


First Reconciliation 
Congratulations are appropriate for the young boys and girls and their families, along with the Catechists who 
have been preparing for months now, for the celebration of First Reconciliation. Earlier today we had our first 
group of first-timers and next week the remaining first-timers will join in the experience. Gratitude also to 
Mrs. Brough (School) and Sr. Frances (RE) for their leadership and dedication in working to guide us all to this 
special day for our young people and for our parish.  

[top] 

Donation Drive-by 

 

Our next drive will take place Sunday, March 21st 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
The time is upon us. We’ve been preparing for weeks, and now we’re almost there. 
Next weekend, Our Lady of Lourdes hosts the American Red Cross for a Blood 
Drive. The drive is scheduled for next Sunday, March 14th, in the Moran Center, 
and will run from 8am through 2pm.  

If you haven’t already done so, please consider making a blood donation that will literally save lives. Mark your 
calendars, and then go online to make an appointment by clicking on this link.  

[top] 

Lenten Resources from OLL 
• A video compilation of Night Prayer and Benediction is now available for viewing as an aid for nightly 

prayer during the season of Lent. Consider making a Lenten commitment to Night Prayer with and for 
one another at least one night a week, or even every night through Lent. 

• Stations of the Cross are available for livestream participation on each Friday evening of Lent at 7pm. 
Access it on the device of your choosing at https://vimeo.com/event/671045 

• Informal scripture reflections on the Sunday readings are shared by Fr. David and are available for 
prompting your own thoughts and reflections. Click on the Lenten Scripture Reflection 

• The parish website also provides links to additional resources for use at home by families and by 
individuals. 

[top] 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=OurLadyofLourdesNR
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8145865
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8145865
https://vimeo.com/event/671045
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8158209
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/lenten-resources


RCIA  -  Scrutiny Season  
Catechumens and candidates who have been preparing to receive 
sacrament for the first time at Easter, are invited to participate in 
rites known as “scrutinies”. These rites traditionally take place in the 
Catholic Church on the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of Lent.  

At our 9AM masses on these days our parish community will 
participate in these rites, and I invite everyone to hold these 
members of our community in prayer for the remainder of the 
Lenten Season. They have come to this point in their lives by listening 
to the voice of God and attending to the movements of the Holy 
Spirit in their lives. May God bring to fulfilment the good work begun 
in them: Ronald Bowler, Abbey Dubon, Alex Leyva, Juan Lopez, 
Franky Magana, Valerie Sanchez, & Marcela Venegas. 

[top] 

The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
Things don’t always go the way we expect them to go. Even when we’re 
prepared and we’ve planned for something, all our efforts and 
preparations can unravel so quickly. It can indeed be a challenging 
moment for us, sometimes leading us to exciting growth, sometimes 
becoming an occasion of frustration. 

Before Anna was born, Mollie’s mam and dad had been talking to her 
about having a baby sister. They talked about Mollie being a good “big 
sister”, how she’d be great teaching Anna things that she was too young 
yet to know for herself, and how she could help mam and dad look after 
Anna, who would be too little to look after herself. Mollie was all excited. 
The preparation was done. The plans were executed. Everything worked 
great. 

About two weeks after Anna came home with their mom from the 
hospital, Mollie innocently asked her dad: “When is Anna going back [to 
the hospital]?”  

 

I love to think about this little story in Mollie’s young life. It reminds me that even when we’re excited and enthusiastic 
about what might be about to unfold for us, we can still be caught by surprise, and that surprise might be received with 
gusto or with concern. Neither can we know for sure how once we move past an initial reaction and the surprise it 
brings, how we will choose to receive and hold whatever is gifted to us. 

The truth is that Mollie is a great “big sister”… most days… There are some days when she struggles with her reactions 
and new responsibilities. She is getting much older now – all of four years old – and her own personality is asserting 



itself more and more. There are days when she is the most agreeable child in the world, and other days when we might 
wonder if she’s become possessed by an agitated faerie determined to make the day more difficult for everyone around 
her. Most days it’s a blend of both. She is a great four-year-old, with all that comes with that. Even as she grows into 
becoming herself, she has also been very intentional about weaving her care and her love for her parents and her baby 
sister into the person she is becoming. She reminds me of how I too am continuing to become the man I am, with good 
days and not-so-good days, with opportunities to grow to become a better self, and moments when I almost realize the 
goodness I seek to bring to the world. 

We are, all of us, making our way through life, and through this pandemic, being who we are, becoming the persons we 
continue to become, and we are integrating the opportunities and the challenges of our lives as we grow.  

What is also apparent to me in these days is that while this is true for us all as individuals, it also holds truth for us as a 
community of faith. There are plans in place and there are realities through which we move, weaving and integrating 
them all into our lived experience as people of faith, as brothers and sisters of the one Lord, and God of all. Some days 
we are collectively a shining example of discipleship as followers of Jesus. There are other days when we might not 
realize the best of who we are, despite our good intentions, and we may fall short. But on balance, we find ourselves to 
be patient, gentle, compassionate, and caring toward one another and towards those whom we may not recognize as 
being part of our community, but for whom we nonetheless care, because God cares for us. 

God cares for us. God loves us. God blesses us with mercy.  

So we care for one another. We show our love for one another. We bless one another with mercy. 

You have been told, O mortal, what is good, 
and what the Lord requires of you: 

Only to do justice and to love goodness, 
and to walk humbly with your God. 

(Micah 6:8) 
 

Enjoy the remaining weeks of Lent. 

Be safe. Be well. 

Fr. David 

[top] 

 

  



Schedule of Masses 
Effective March 7th 

Sunday: 
Effective March 8th 

Weekday 
 
7:30am (English – Indoors & Patio) 
9:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
11:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
12:30pm (Indoors, Patio & Livestream 
  - Spanish) 
 
Saturday 5:30pm - Sunday Vigil, March 13th. 
(Pending sufficient volunteers) 

Monday – Friday 
6:30am (Indoors & Patio) 

 
Monday – Saturday 

8:30am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
**Access to parking lot through driveway 
immediately EAST of Church to avoid school carline** 

 

Protocols for Participation in Sunday (in-person) Worship 

Protocols for Participation in Weekday (in-person) Worship 

NOTE: In the event of inclement weather, it is possible that outdoor participation may be unavailable. 

[top] 

Reconciliation  

While we remain in the “Purple Phase” of our pandemic response, the Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by 
appointment. Call the parish office (818-349-1500, Ext. 101) or email to arrange for a mutually acceptable time for the 
celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation. 

Commencing Saturday, March 13th, the sacrament will also be made available from 4pm – 5pm at the Moran Center. 
Mindful that there will not be a communal Penance Service, this schedule will continue through March.   

Protocols for Participation in Sacramental Reconciliation 
 

Pastoral “Visit” 
To arrange a “visit” with Fr. Fili or Fr. David, please feel free to call the parish office (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or to email 
for an appointment. Pastoral “visits” are available via phone or by zoom call, depending on preference.  

Tuesday Morning Coffee with the Pastor 
On Tuesday mornings, following the 8:30am mass livestreamed from Church, parishioners are invited to join an informal 
get-together by means of the zoom platform. Grab a cup of tea or coffee, and come spend 30-45 minutes in 
conversation with fellow parishioners. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or 
email the parish office. 

              [top] 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202011_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Reconciliation
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202101_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Pastoral%20Visit
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Tuesday%20Morning%20Coffee


Friday Night Zoom with the Pastor 
Originally conceived as an informal Q&A inspired by those who participated in our ALPHA process, these Friday nights 
continue to be occasions when parishioners get to submit questions for reflection and consideration. The 3rd Friday 
evening of the month at 7pm is an opportunity to gather with fellow parishioners and to explore questions of faith, 
current events, or simply enjoy the occasion to ask a question you’ve always wanted to ask, but never really had the 
opportunity. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or email the parish office. 

[top] 

Our Religious Education staff continue to work with Families of Faith, our family-centered approach to 
growing in faith and preparing for sacrament. All sessions take place remotely using a video-conferencing 
platform suitable to our needs. For more information, please email or call Sr. Frances Kennedy. Leave your 
information/question at the RE office number 818-349-1285, and Sr. Frances will return your call.  

[top] 

Lenten Bible Study 
Wednesday Evenings in Lent, at 7pm, our Bible Study exploring “Five Parables on God’s 
Compassion” continues.  The Bible Study will is shared over the ZOOM platform, and 
further details may be had by contacting Anthony at adawahare@csun.edu. 

 

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Friday%20Nights%20with%20the%20Pastor
mailto:re@ollnr.org?subject=Religious%20Education%20Information
mailto:adawahare@csun.edu
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