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March 13, 2021 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

I’ve been reviewing memos and letters that were written a little over a 
year ago, and found that in early March of 2020 we had begun to make 
accommodations related to the Coronovirus pandemic in our pastoral, 
liturgical and practical lives. It was on this date last year, March 13, that 
the Archbishop wrote to us to announce the dispensation from our 
“Sunday obligation”. Three days later, March 16th, we received a memo 
announcing the temporary suspension of Masses in the Archdiocese.  

As I look in my own files, my first general email to parishioners was 
dated March 16, 2020. I wrote then: “Tomorrow, Tuesday, I anticipate 
being able to share more information about our church’s response to 
the ongoing and deepening changes related to the COVID-19 viral threat 
to public health.” The rest, as they say, is history. The emails became a 
regular Saturday fixture, with the exception of a single Saturday since 
then. 

On Friday of that week we conducted our first trial “Zoom Mass”, with a 
small group of people, just to see what we might accomplish. On Sunday 
morning, we went public, and on Monday, plunged into our weekday 
“zoom masses”. We continued to refine our efforts, and eventually 
transitioned to the full-time operation of a native live streaming solution, accessible on our parish website, 
and now operated by a small team of dedicated volunteers. (Anyone interested in assisting in this ministry is 
encouraged to reach out in email to oll_livestream@ollnr.org) 

Back then, we had no comprehension of all that was to befall our families, our communities, our country, or 
even our world. We have been touched by realities that have deeply impacted many among us, and whether 
COVID became part of the lives of our immediate family or not, we have all been affected by its presence in 
our communities. We have wrestled with restrictions on once taken-for-granted freedoms. Physical distancing, 
face-coverings, hand-washing and careful sanitization became ubiquitous. Who could ever have imagined that 
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a grandparent hugging their grandchild after months of separation could become a cause for such celebration 
in our lives? Or that the simple receiving of a vaccination would occasion messages of congratulation? 

Thank God, it seems we have begun to emerge from the worst. While we struggled with upheavals in the day-
to-day of our lives, scientists and the health industry went to work on the development and production of 
viable vaccines. Globally, governments and industry bent to the herculean tasks required. Local, state and 
national logistical efforts were developed to prepare for the eventual distribution of vaccines. On Monday, the 
County of Los Angeles will emerge from the most restrictive (Purple) tier for the first time, as people continue 
to get appointments for vaccination and businesses long closed begin preparations for reopening.  

Together with our ongoing care and consideration for one another, especially the most vulnerable among us, 
all of this is a cause to recognize and acknowledge, if not celebrate, what our working together, our collective 
efforts, have begun to bring to pass. There is a tentative air of optimism beginning to take hold in our 
community, and I for one, am glad for this most-welcome visitor among us.  

I am still enjoying the wave of positive emotion that I felt last weekend, as we moved through the initial steps 
of (again) reopening our Church for indoor worship. It was wonderful to greet more than three hundred 
people spread over four masses. The simple experience of saying “The Lord be with you” and hearing voices 
respond “And with your Spirit” was a gift to each of the priests who regularly serve our community. We all 
commented to one another the difference the first steps to re-gathering the community in time and place 
makes. There were a few glitches, but we got the audio feed to the patio working for the 7:30am mass. Those 
masses being livestreamed also allowed us to place a large-screen tv on the patio for those availing of the 
opportunity to worship outdoors.  

A huge shout-out to our volunteers who literally made possible these first steps. And this reminds me that we 
can still use more hands and cool heads going forward, so if you are comfortable in joining in this very 
particular service of our community and assisting in the re-opening efforts, please don’t hesitate to reach out 
to Diane at the parish office (818-349-1500  Ext. 101), or go online to register as a Lourdes Volunteer. Training 
is provided, and there are opportunities to serve both indoors and outdoors.  

As we transition from the Purple to the Red tier, and rightly enjoy our collective achievement in this regard, it 
is important to remember that continued care and caution is most appropriate. Infection risks associated with 
being present with others remains high, and it behooves us all to conduct ourselves appropriately.  As I’ve 
repeatedly said in prior emails, our re-opening the church building is not a declaration that it is safe to gather 
with others in an indoor setting. I am very much aware that the opposite continues to be the case. We are 
providing the option for those who wish to avail of it. Our expectation, as we make this option available, is 
that people are making a well-informed choice, taking into consideration their own context, and the contexts 
of others with whom we might come in contact. I remind everyone once again that having been vaccinated 
does not automatically render us impervious, nor make us invulnerable.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePNayrs7RkxYG1L2jm98kk-4l2lAfhzJdDUOaeEIoT-Fpb0w/viewform?usp=sf_link


I continue to encourage everyone to remember that the dispensation from the “Sunday Obligation” which 
was shared with us a full year ago by Archbishop Gomez, continues to be in effect. Additionally, our parish 
offers livestream options for anyone wishing to participate in the Eucharist using this particular technology. 
For those who wish, there are two options for in-person participation in the Eucharist going forward, and 
these options are greatly modified from what we may remember of pre-COVID times. People may participate 
by entering the church building for indoor worship, or they may choose to remain on the patio for an outdoor 
experience.  

I look forward to some day in the hopefully not-too-distant future when the Archbishop will be announcing 
that the dispensation from our Sunday obligation is no longer required. We may not wait until then to 
celebrate in some way for ourselves, in our own parish community, all that we have endured and triumphed 
over together as a people.  

“In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thess 5:18) 

[top] 

Church Buildings Reopened for Mass 
With the help of our “Lourdes Volunteers”, without whom our public worship cannot take place, we have in 
place a schedule of four masses on Sunday morning (7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am and 12:30pm – Spanish). 
Additionally, our weekday schedule is 6:30am (Mon-Fri) and 8:30am (Mon-Sat). Participating is possible either 
outdoors on the Church patio, or indoors, according to personal preference.  

We also continue to livestream Sunday Mass (9:00am, 11:00am and 12:30pm – Spanish). Our 8:30 weekday 
livestream mass continues also.  

These schedules will continue for the foreseeable future. 

Unfortunately, we are not re-commencing our Saturday evening 5:30pm Vigil Mass as hoped this weekend. 
We didn’t have sufficient volunteers to make it happen. Those parishioners who pre-registered for the mass 
were contacted individually, and advised of this yesterday.   

Our watch-word (against a backdrop of increasing optimism) remains “patience… patience… patience…”.  

Note:  
On Sundays, those choosing to sit outdoors on the patio are invited to bring their own chairs for their comfort.  
Communion will be brought to the patio at the conclusion of mass. 

 
[top] 

 

https://ollnr.weconnect.com/livestream-mass


First Reconciliation 
Congratulations are appropriate for the young boys and girls and their families, along with the Catechists who 
have been preparing for months now, for the celebration of First Reconciliation. Last week we had our first 
group of first-timers and this afternoon the remaining first-timers celebrated the experience of their “First 
Confession”. Gratitude goes to the parents of all our young people who have participated these past two 
Saturdays, as well as to Mrs. Brough (School) and Sr. Frances (RE) for their leadership and dedication in 
working to guide us all to this special day for our young people and for our parish.  
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Academic Decathlon Achievement 

Photo courtesy of Gallagher Family Photography 

Congratulations to Our Lady of Lourdes School, and 
particularly to the Academic Decathlon Team (and their 
coaches) who participated in last weekend’s Academic 
Decathlon, representing their school with pride and 
dignity.  
 
Our students placed first in logic and third overall at the 
2021 Academic Junior High Decathlon. 
 
These students have worked diligently for months, and 
their hard work brought them success individually and as 
a team. 
 
 

To their proud parents, to the individual subject coaches and to Mrs. Tamara Gallagher who was overall coach 
and coordinator, a huge shout-out is well deserved. 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 
The time is upon us. We’ve been preparing for weeks, and now we’re almost there. 
This weekend, Our Lady of Lourdes hosts the American Red Cross for a Blood Drive. 
The drive is scheduled for tomorrow Sunday, March 14th, in the Moran Center, 
and will run from 8am through 2pm.  

I’ve been advised that all 61 appointment spots have been filled, but if you’re of a mind to drop by to see, just 
in case someone doesn’t show for their appointment and you’d like to step into the time-slot… It’s a 
wonderful thing that so many have made this life-saving choice. Blessings on everyone participating.  

[top] 

https://photography.gallagher-family.com/


Catholic Relief Services Collection 
Each year our parish participates in the annual collection for Catholic Relief Services. CRS is one of the most 
internationally acclaimed and lauded aid organizations in the world, bringing relief and hands-on care to 
countless numbers of people around the globe. The men and women of CRS provide hands-on, flesh-and-
blood care on our behalf, often in desperate situations and circumstances.  

To learn more about the direct work of Catholic Relief Services, visit their website.  

The annual collection benefits a group of relief organizations, including CRS. To participate in the annual CRS 
collection, please click on the link.  

[top] 

Donation Drive-by 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes continues its “COVID tradition” of hosting a monthly food drive, and next weekend we 
will host our Drive-by / Drop-off to benefit Hope of the Valley Rescue Mission, Pacoima & West Valley Food 

Pantry, Woodland Hills. 

Donated items will be received at Stroup Hall between 9:30am & 12:30pm on Sunday next, March 21st. 

Click here to see a listing of items that are currently needed 

[top] 

Lenten Resources from OLL 
• A video compilation of Night Prayer and Benediction is now available for viewing as an aid for nightly 

prayer during the season of Lent. Consider making a Lenten commitment to Night Prayer with and for 
one another at least one night a week, or even every night through Lent. 

• Stations of the Cross are available for livestream participation on each Friday evening of Lent at 7pm. 
Access it on the device of your choosing at https://vimeo.com/event/671045 

• Informal scripture reflections on the Sunday readings are shared by Fr. David and are available for 
prompting your own thoughts and reflections. Click on the Lenten Scripture Reflection 

• The parish website also provides links to additional resources for use at home by families and by 
individuals. 

[top] 

https://www.usccb.org/national-collection/catholic-relief-services-collection
https://www.crs.org/
https://www.usccb.org/national-collection/catholic-relief-services-collection/how-give
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/Food%20pantry%202021.pdf
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8145865
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8145865
https://vimeo.com/event/671045
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8158209
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/lenten-resources


RCIA  -  Scrutiny Season  
Catechumens and candidates who have been preparing to receive 
sacrament for the first time at Easter, are invited to participate in 
rites known as “scrutinies”. These rites traditionally take place in the 
Catholic Church on the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of Lent.  

Last Sunday at our 9AM Mass, we began these rituals and will 
continue to do so tomorrow and next Sunday. I invite everyone to 
hold these members of our community in prayer for the remainder 
of the Lenten Season. May God bring to fulfilment the good work 
begun in them: Paul Amico, Ronald Bowler, Abbey Dubon, Alex 
Leyva, Juan Lopez, Nadia Lopez, Franky Magana, Valerie Sanchez, & 
Marcela Venegas. 

[top] 

The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 

This past week, Claire (mom to Molly & Anna), celebrated a significant 
birthday. She had lots of help from her two daughters when it came to 
celebrating. While Mollie was busy organizing and making sure 
candles and cake were ready, her baby sister, Anna, got her game on 
and is already showing signs of the “shopping gene” being dominant. 
Looking at the shop of choice, I’d suggest that she has already 
developed a refined taste in her preferences for retail therapy. 

As I’ve been reflecting on the past year of letters and emails to you all, 
and the ups and downs of life and living they’ve covered, both 
personally and in terms of parish life, I’d like to take a moment to 
acknowledge the effect my two nieces have had on me, and how 
they’ve sustained me from afar these many months.   
 
Molly is my god-daughter. And from the moment of her birth, she has blessed our entire family with her being. Her 
tears, her laughter, her tantrums, her dances of joy, her smiles, her “firsts”, have been nothing but raw grace poured out 
for all of us. She has taught us all so much about what it is to be human, to love, to hurt, to have compassion, to be our 
better selves. I missed her 4th birthday last January. God willing, I won’t miss her fifth.  

Anna was born last June, on the same day on which I celebrate my anniversary of ordination (no forgetting birthdays 
there). In these past months she has grown to become her own little person, and even as her teeth are coming in in 
numbers now, still she smiles and laughs, and watches everyone and every movement that takes place around her. She 
is a very happy baby, and obviously much loved by her big sister, her parents, and her aunts and uncles whom she really 
doesn’t know yet. She’s been introduced to all of us through the screen of an electronic device. Her baptism was 



postponed because her uncle couldn’t get home from America, and he really wants to be there for the event. But she 
loves and smiles, and I can’t wait to meet her in person. Her rosy cheeks are definitely going to have a few kisses planted 
on them. 

The antics of my nieces, and the interactions they provoke among my family, and the ways in which my sharing of little 
bits and pieces about their lives have resonated with so many of you, have prompted me to reflect again on how 
important the network of relationships we all enjoy are for us. As human beings, we are made for relationship. We are 
wired not for a life of being solitary but for a life of accompaniment. We are made for others, and find our deepest 
expressions of purpose and significance in our being with and for others.  

Our very language for God attests to the importance of relationship, of community, of accompaniment, of living with 
and for… We speak of Father, Son and Spirit. A spiritual writer I know describes God with the language of Trinity beyond 
father, Son and Spirit and speaks instead of the Lover (Father), the Beloved (Son) and the Loving (Holy Spirit). Not three 
Gods, but One, none existing without the other. There can be no lover without a beloved, and the love that exists 
between them.  

So if our language for God attests to the importance of community, of relationship, of accompaniment, then how we 
choose to live with and for one another is important. We who are believers are called to lives of community, of 
relationship and of accompaniment. We do not find human fulfilment in individual achievement alone, but in sharing 
our achievements with others, and even for others.  

I thoroughly enjoyed reading and learning about NASA’s Perseverance Mars Rover, and I thought about the countless 
number of men and women both here in the United States and across the world, who participated in making this event 
possible… I salute the teamwork, the spirit, the (dare I say it) perseverance, of the community that made this all 
possible.  

I’ve also been enjoying another phenomenon that lifts my spirits, and which has been making its way around the world. 
The Jerusalema Challenge, as it’s called, first came to my attention when someone sent me a video of Irish police 
officers participating in this “line-dance”. The “challenge” originated, as best I can make out, when a group of Angolans 
at a wedding took a wedding dance native to South Africa, and choreographed it to a beat developed by a South African 
musician. It has since brought together people from all over the world, dancing to this music and sharing their efforts on 
social media. Across cultures, ages, nationalities and walks of life, people achieve something beautiful working together. 
Once again, the network of human relationships of which we are a part, makes possible this joy-filled and heart-warming 
phenomenon.  

These past months we have, by necessity, had to learn to live contrary to our nature and our need. To some degree we 
have had to sequester ourselves, instead of joining with family and friends as is our nature. We have separated and 
detached ourselves from friends, neighbors and even family because we had to show extraordinary care for them, and 
not risk their health. In all that we have endured together, and in all the ways we have made sacrifices that called us 
beyond our nature, there is a truth that is worth remembering. The love, the care, the joys and the hopes, and all the 
ties that bind us together in our relationships are not unraveled by this pandemic. My nieces have been my visual and 
physical witness to this truth for me these many months.  

https://youtu.be/gm0b_ijaYMQ
https://youtu.be/yj23_Z6UECk
https://youtu.be/yj23_Z6UECk
https://youtu.be/AEow0IUeJC0
https://youtu.be/CBaZ5khox4k


I look forward, as I’m sure do we all, to moving forward to a time not too far off, when we can join together, restore 
relationships, and rest in one another’s company without fear or concern. It is an essential part of our humanity, and 
one I thoroughly look forward to leaning into as fully as I may. 

In the meantime, I continue to enjoy all with which God gifts me in the present, including my nieces, and including all of 
you who have been in my daily prayers these many months.  

Blessings. Be safe. Be well. 

Fr. David 
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Schedule of Masses 
Effective March 7th 

Sunday: 
Effective March 8th 

Weekday 
 
7:30am (English – Indoors & Patio) 
9:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
11:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
12:30pm (Indoors, Patio & Livestream 
  - Spanish) 
 
(Saturday 5:30pm – Delayed to April) 

Monday – Friday 
6:30am (Indoors & Patio) 

 
Monday – Saturday 

8:30am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
**Access to parking lot through driveway 
immediately EAST of Church to avoid school carline** 

 

Protocols for Participation in Sunday (in-person) Worship 

Protocols for Participation in Weekday (in-person) Worship 

NOTE: In the event of inclement weather, it is possible that outdoor participation may be unavailable. 
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Reconciliation  

While we remain in the “Purple Phase” of our pandemic response, the Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by 
appointment. Call the parish office (818-349-1500, Ext. 101) or email to arrange for a mutually acceptable time for the 
celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation. 

Commencing Saturday, March 13th, the sacrament will also be made available from 4pm – 5pm at the Moran Center. 
Mindful that there will not be a communal Penance Service, this schedule will continue through March.   

Protocols for Participation in Sacramental Reconciliation 
 

Pastoral “Visit” 
To arrange a “visit” with Fr. Fili or Fr. David, please feel free to call the parish office (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or to email 
for an appointment. Pastoral “visits” are available via phone or by zoom call, depending on preference.  

Tuesday Morning Coffee with the Pastor 
On Tuesday mornings, following the 8:30am mass livestreamed from Church, parishioners are invited to join an informal 
get-together by means of the zoom platform. Grab a cup of tea or coffee, and come spend 30-45 minutes in 
conversation with fellow parishioners. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or 
email the parish office. 

              [top] 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Reconciliation
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202103_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Pastoral%20Visit
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Tuesday%20Morning%20Coffee


Friday Night Zoom with the Pastor 
Originally conceived as an informal Q&A inspired by those who participated in our ALPHA process, these Friday nights 
continue to be occasions when parishioners get to submit questions for reflection and consideration. The 3rd Friday 
evening of the month at 7pm is an opportunity to gather with fellow parishioners and to explore questions of faith, 
current events, or simply enjoy the occasion to ask a question you’ve always wanted to ask, but never really had the 
opportunity. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or email the parish office. 
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Our Religious Education staff continue to work with Families of Faith, our family-centered approach to 
growing in faith and preparing for sacrament. All sessions take place remotely using a video-conferencing 
platform suitable to our needs. For more information, please email or call Sr. Frances Kennedy. Leave your 
information/question at the RE office number 818-349-1285, and Sr. Frances will return your call.  
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Lenten Bible Study 
Wednesday Evenings in Lent, at 7pm, our Bible Study exploring “Five Parables on God’s 
Compassion” continues.  The Bible Study will is shared over the ZOOM platform, and 
further details may be had by contacting Anthony at adawahare@csun.edu. 

 

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Friday%20Nights%20with%20the%20Pastor
mailto:re@ollnr.org?subject=Religious%20Education%20Information
mailto:adawahare@csun.edu
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