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Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope you’ve had an opportunity to celebrate the Feast of St. Patrick 
and/or the Feast of St Joseph this past week. Marking these days 
certainly added to the sense of exuberance and positive disposition that 
seems to be growing in the community. COVID infection numbers 
continue to decrease, inoculation numbers continue to increase, 
Daylight Savings has brought a wonderful stretch to our evenings, and 
(perhaps it’s my imagination, but) there are more birds singing!  

What is apparent is that the improvements we’ve seen have also 
brought with them an array of possible activities that had been off the 
table, so to speak, for so long. Relatively simple things like being able to 
eat out while indoors is once again possible. Movie theatres are 
beginning to reopen. There’s already talk of moving from the “Red Tier” 
to the “Orange Tier” in LA County, which if everything continues to go 
well could happen within a few weeks. 

In all of this, and with the upbeat sense of things getting a lot better, I 
encourage people to certainly take advantage of opportunities that are 
available, according to comfort level, but also with a continued care not 
only for self but also for others around us. Keep in mind that even as we 
enter into this time, that things are not yet back to “normal”. Whatever 
is considered “normal” will take some time. In the meantime, an extra 
helping of patience and consideration won’t go astray when being assisted by a server in a restaurant, or a 
ticket-checker at the movies. I’ve found people more than a little shocked and surprised when I make the 
effort to be a little extra grateful for those who are helping me, even if I continue to feel a little 
inconvenienced with the ongoing restrictions and their effects reminding me that “normal” is still not here, 
even though I think it should be. I might suggest a slightly adapted line of my grandfather’s: “Nobody ever died 
from being overly kind to another.” 
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Our own reopening here at Lourdes has continued successfully, and our volunteers have managed to conduct 
themselves wonderfully, while serving the majority of folks who have been coming along for both weekday 
and Sunday masses. In the main, parishioners have been careful, cooperative, and appreciative of all our 
efforts to foster a care for everyone. Those returning for the “first time” find things a little strange at first, but 
by and large are happy to be worshipping in person with fellow parishioners once more.  

It does appear that one of the outcomes of the protocols we have in place can give rise to a little frustration 
for a small number of people. The church doors are closed as soon as the Opening Prayer of the Mass is 
underway. If someone is running a little late, for whatever reason, and they arrive after the doors close, they 
are invited to take a place on the patio and to participate in the liturgy from outdoors. Not being prepared for 
that eventuality can be frustrating, indeed. However, the mass continues and for the time being the doors will 
close once mass has begun, permitting our volunteers to participate in the mass themselves. If it looks like you 
might be running behind on a Sunday morning, keeping a folding chair in your trunk or perhaps keeping an 
open mind about attending a later liturgy might be helpful in dampening any internal sense of frustration.  

[top] 

Share Your Gifts 
Speaking of the wonderful job our volunteers do for the rest of us, keep in mind that we can always use a few 
extra hands, especially when accompanied by cool dispositions. We currently have openings for service in the 
following roles: 

• Livestream operators (8:30am Weekday Mass, and Sundays) 
• Weekday Lectors (8:30am) 
• Check-in / Greeters (Weekdays and Sundays) 
• Ushers (6:30am & 8:30am) 
• Saturday Evening Vigil 5:30pm – (Greeters/Check-in, Ushers, etc.  -  Not 

commencing until after Easter) 
• Bereavement Assistance 

To volunteer, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Diane at the parish office if you’ve got any questions or 
would like more information (818-349-1500  Ext. 101), or go online to register as a Lourdes Volunteer. 
Appropriate training for each of these roles is provided, and there are opportunities to serve both indoors and 
outdoors.   

[top] 

Church Reopening 
I’ve said before that our reopening the Church building for public worship is not the same as saying that it is 
safe to gather with others in an indoor setting. We are simply providing that option got those who wish to 
avail of it. As we make accommodations for indoor worship, we are also committed to providing options for 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePNayrs7RkxYG1L2jm98kk-4l2lAfhzJdDUOaeEIoT-Fpb0w/viewform?usp=sf_link


those not yet comfortable with returning to indoor, in-person worship. While making these options available, 
it is our hope and expectation that people are making a well-informed choice for themselves and their 
families, taking into consideration their own context, and the contexts of others with whom we might come in 
contact.  

I continue to encourage everyone to remember that the dispensation from the “Sunday Obligation” which 
was shared with us a full year ago by Archbishop Gomez, continues to be in effect.  
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Mass Schedule & Reopening 
Our current Mass Schedule was developed with the help of those who participated in our prior consultations, 
and it seems to be adequate for the moment. We will be continuing to monitor and adapt as we move 
forward, especially in light of the fluid situation and contexts, guided by the recommendations of the LA 
County Department of Public Health and the related guidance we receive from the Archdiocese.  

Holy Week and Easter schedules are still being developed, and at the moment we anticipate the following: 

• Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 4/1 @ 7:30pm 
• Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday), 4/2  1:00pm (English) & 3:00pm (Spanish) 
• Easter Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection, 4/3 @ 7:30pm 

All services will be live-streamed and an outdoor option to participate from the Church Patio will be available.  

As we review and adapt to the guidance from the Archdiocese, developed in light of the protocols published 
by the LA County Department of Public Health, we will continue to keep everyone informed. We can expect 
that our Holy Week Services will look and feel quite different than we were used to in pre-COVID days, but 
thankfully, at least this year, we get to celebrate as a community. 

Easter Sunday mass schedule continues to be reviewed. Currently we are following our published Sunday 
schedule. We may add additional masses if necessary. 

Notes:  
On Sundays, those choosing to sit outdoors on the patio are invited to bring their own chairs for their comfort.  
Communion will be brought to the patio at the conclusion of mass. 
A reminder that the Sacrament of Confession is available at the Moran Center on Saturdays from 4pm-5pm. For other 
times, during office hours call the office to make a convenient appointment  818–349–1500. 
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Palm Sunday – Distribution of Blessed Palms 
This year we will be blessing the Palms before the Masses, and following each Mass on the morning of Palm 
Sunday, the blessed palms will be distributed outside the Church. As we exit the Church building following 
the mass, look for volunteers who will be handing out the palms. 



Every year, people bring old palms to church so that we can appropriately dispose of them. This year, that is 
not possible. For those with old palms, the easiest way to appropriately dispose of the blessed palm is to place 
them outdoors, covering them with dirt, so that they can naturally decay and return to the earth. 
 

School Update 
Our Lady of Lourdes School welcomed our 7th and 8th grades back for on-campus learning on Wednesday last. 
With the return to campus of our two upper grades, our school is now providing both remote and in-person 
instruction for K through 8. The ongoing efforts of parents, faculty and school administration to get to this 
juncture has been commendable. All the guidelines and protocols that have been made and that continue to 
be adapted in these times have made for some interesting experiences for our students, not least of which is 
the social distancing that has necessitated the pressing into service of additional buildings, on campus.  

Congratulations to our students, our amazing faculty, and to our hard-working administrative team who have 
made this the success that it has been. 
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Donation Drive-by 
Our Donation/Drive-by is scheduled to take place this Sunday, March 21st. 

A CHANGE to our usual drop off is necessitated by the resumption of indoor worship.  

Donated items will be received at the Handball Courts  
between 9:30am & 12:30pm on Sunday morning, March 21st. 

Traffic enters through the Main Gate from Kinzie St. Please take note of this, and drive with a little extra care in the 
Church Lot this Sunday. 

 

This weekend we will host our Drive-by / Drop-off to benefit  
Hope of the Valley Rescue Mission, Pacoima & West Valley Food Pantry, Woodland Hills. 

Click here to see a listing of items that are currently needed 
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https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/Food%20pantry%202021.pdf


Lenten Resources from OLL 
• A video compilation of Night Prayer and Benediction is now available for viewing as an aid for nightly 

prayer during the season of Lent. Consider making a Lenten commitment to Night Prayer with and for 
one another at least one night a week, or even every night through Lent. 

• Stations of the Cross are available for livestream participation on each Friday evening of Lent at 7pm. 
Access it on the device of your choosing at https://vimeo.com/event/671045 

• Informal scripture reflections on the Sunday readings are shared by Fr. David and are available for 
prompting your own thoughts and reflections. Click on the Lenten Scripture Reflection 

• The parish website also provides links to additional resources for use at home by families and by 
individuals. 

[top] 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Last weekend we hosted the American Red Cross for a blood drive, and it was a 
wonderful success, thanks to the goodness and generosity of the community. 
Participation exceeded expectations, and the organizers were most grateful. 

Our collective thanks go to Maria Domingo and her team for the wonderful work 
they undertook to facilitate and make this event happen.  

[top] 

RCIA  -  Scrutiny Season  
Catechumens and candidates who have been preparing to receive 
sacrament for the first time at Easter, are invited to participate in 
rites known as “scrutinies”. These rites traditionally take place in the 
Catholic Church on the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of Lent.  

This Sunday at our 9AM Mass, we conclude the third of three 
scrutinies, with reflections on the Gospel Story of the Raising of 
Lazarus. I invite everyone to hold these members of our community 
in prayer for the remainder of the Lenten Season. May God bring to 
fulfilment the good work begun in them: Paul Amico, Ronald Bowler, 
Abbey Dubon, Alex Leyva, Juan Lopez, Nadia Lopez, Franky Magana, 
Valerie Sanchez, & Marcela Venegas. 
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https://vimeo.com/showcase/8145865
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8145865
https://vimeo.com/event/671045
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8158209
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/lenten-resources


The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
This past week, we had cause for celebration with the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day holiday. Celebrations everywhere were certainly more 
muted than in prior years, obviously, but it didn’t stop Mollie and 
Anna from getting their green on. In fact, Mollie even went so far as 
to organize her own St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which easily outclassed 
the traditional New York and Chicago parades this year. Of course, 
Mollie herself was the Grand Marshal of the parade. The honor of 
following immediately behind her went to Minnie Mouse in her own 
car. She was, in turn, followed up by various dignitaries and public 
figures who filled out the parade route. It seems there was a little 
outbreak of confusion as some people tried to jump the order of the 
parade, but Mollie kept a tight grip on things, and managed to get 
everyone back into line. World leaders, entertainment figures, and 
anyone else lucky enough to be involved, took their marching orders  

from Mollie and everything progressed well from there. Thank goodness Mollie runs a tight ship!  

I continue to be astounded by the ways in which Mollie takes so many things in her stride. I suspect that this is the case 
because first of all, she is young and seems to be able to adapt well to changes in circumstances, especially when her 
mom and dad are able to explain things to her in ways that she can understand. Like everyone else, Mollie gets upset 
and acts out when things don’t go the way she wants or expects, but what I am struck by is how she recovers, adapts, 
and creatively moves forward for herself. She had help and support when the idea of her own parade came up, it was 
she, herself, who lined up all the dignitaries, who determined the path the parade would take, and who was able to 
intervene as even when the parade was underway, to make sure it was the best parade possible.  

Her Uncle David still learns from his four-year-old niece in this regard. I notice within myself an initial reluctance to 
change and to adapt, but I also know that without the willingness to adapt and re-imagine, my frustrations simply 
abound all the more. As I am much older than my niece, I don’t jump to potential and possibility as quickly or as 
intuitively as I did when I was younger. I have to be more intentional about it now that I’m advancing in age, and this is 
even more true when many of the decisions I make impact more people than myself. I find consultation with others is 
always helpful, if not always easy. Nonetheless, adaptability and openness to what’s possible rather than closing myself 
off because of what’s not possible, tends to lead to much better outcomes in my own life as well as in my ministry.  

The truths of our faith lead us to consider the possibility of the impossible, and the probability of the improbable. 
Whether we reflect on Sunday’s gospel from Cycle B, or from Cycle A if we participate in the RCIA Scrutiny, there is a 
gospel truth that runs deep. 

Sunday Cycle B 
“Amen, amen, I say to you,  
unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,  
it remains just a grain of wheat;  
but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” (Jn 12:24) 
 

Sunday Cycle A (RCIA Scrutiny Gospel) 
“He cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 
The dead man came out,  
tied hand and foot with burial bands,  
and his face was wrapped in a cloth. 
So Jesus said to them, 
‘Untie him and let him go.’” (Jn 11:43-44) 



Both of these passages taken from different chapters in the Gospel of John provoke us to consider the improbable and 
the impossible not only in the light of our own relatively limited human experience, but also against the horizon of the 
divine, and the life of grace and blessing. Here is the place of graced potential in our lives.  

Abraham stood in this place as he laughingly dared to trust that the word the Lord gave to him in covenant, even though 
he and Sarah both were so advanced in years that the likelihood of the divine promise being fulfilled was both humanly 
impossible, and certainly improbable.  

Moses stood in this place as he dared to trust that the word of the Lord would be fulfilled despite the strength and size 
of Pharaoh’s armies in pursuit of the people, trapping them at waters edge, where improbable hope was made possible 
and the people walked to freedom and life through the waters of the Red Sea. 

The prophets all came to this place, as did Mary and Joseph, and as did Jesus himself who prayed in Gethsamane that 
the cup might pass from him, while assenting to the will of the Father nonetheless.  

Saints and sinners of history have all come to this place in the course of their lives. None could have imagined the power 
of the word of God who commands tombs to give up their prey, and who brought life from death for all who dare to 
trust against the horizon of God rather than in their own capacities.  

Now if I can just remember these truths a little more readily for myself… and trust… 

Blessings. Be safe. Be well. 

Fr. David 
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Schedule of Masses 
Effective March 7th 

Sunday: 
Effective March 8th 

Weekday 
 
7:30am (English – Indoors & Patio) 
9:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
11:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
12:30pm (Indoors, Patio & Livestream 
  - Spanish) 

 

Monday – Friday 
6:30am (Indoors & Patio) 

 
Monday – Saturday 

8:30am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
**Access to parking lot through driveway 
immediately EAST of Church to avoid school carline** 

 

Protocols for Participation in Sunday (in-person) Worship 

Protocols for Participation in Weekday (in-person) Worship 

NOTE: In the event of inclement weather, it is possible that outdoor participation may be unavailable. 
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Confession/Reconciliation  

While Los Angeles County is judged to be in the “Red Tier” of our pandemic response, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
continues to be available by appointment. Call the parish office (818-349-1500, Ext. 101) or email to arrange for a 
mutually acceptable time for the celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation. 

The sacrament is also available from 4pm – 5pm at the Moran Center. Mindful that there will not be a communal 
Penance Service, this schedule will continue through March, with the possibility of extending this arrangement.   

Protocols for Participation in Sacramental Reconciliation 
 

Pastoral “Visit” 
To arrange a “visit” with Fr. Fili or Fr. David, please feel free to call the parish office (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or to email 
for an appointment. Pastoral “visits” are available via phone or by zoom call, depending on preference.  

 

Tuesday Morning Coffee with the Pastor 
On Tuesday mornings, following the 8:30am mass livestreamed from Church, parishioners are invited to join an informal 
get-together by means of the zoom platform. Grab a cup of tea or coffee, and come spend 30-45 minutes in 
conversation with fellow parishioners. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or 
email the parish office. 

              [top] 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Reconciliation
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202103_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Pastoral%20Visit
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Tuesday%20Morning%20Coffee


Friday Night Zoom with the Pastor 
Originally conceived as an informal Q&A inspired by those who participated in our ALPHA process, these Friday nights 
continue to be occasions when parishioners get to submit questions for reflection and consideration. The 3rd Friday 
evening of the month at 7pm is an opportunity to gather with fellow parishioners and to explore questions of faith, 
current events, or simply enjoy the occasion to ask a question you’ve always wanted to ask, but never really had the 
opportunity. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or email the parish office. 
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Our Religious Education staff continue to work with Families of Faith, our family-centered approach to 
growing in faith and preparing for sacrament. All sessions take place remotely using a video-conferencing 
platform suitable to our needs. For more information, please email or call Sr. Frances Kennedy. Leave your 
information/question at the RE office number 818-349-1285, and Sr. Frances will return your call.  
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Lenten Bible Study 
Wednesday Evenings in Lent, at 7pm, our Bible Study exploring “Five Parables on God’s 
Compassion” continues.  The Bible Study will is shared over the ZOOM platform, and 
further details may be had by contacting Anthony at adawahare@csun.edu. 

 

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Friday%20Nights%20with%20the%20Pastor
mailto:re@ollnr.org?subject=Religious%20Education%20Information
mailto:adawahare@csun.edu
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