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Brothers and Sisters, 

I am amazed at how quickly this Lent has passed. I don’t know why, 
exactly. Perhaps it was that we were re-opening the Church building for 
in-person worship again? Perhaps it was that it seemed like there was 
more to do and fewer to do it? Perhaps it was because the re-opening of 
the parish school to all grades created a sense of time moving more 
quickly. In any event, it seems as though we had Ash Wednesday just a 
couple of weeks ago, and already we are entering upon Holy Week. 

In terms of COVID-related developments, the news continues to be 
good. Infection rates are edging down, and the roll-out of vaccinations is 
trending upwards. That is certainly good news. This past week, for the 
first time I met someone who was offered the Johnson & 
Johnson/Janssen shot – “one and done”. As an aside, I’ve overheard 
parishioners sharing and comparing information about “side-effects”. It 
was almost as though they were “competing” with each other to see 
who had the most interesting aftereffects. I confess it brought a smile to 
my face, especially as I considered that there are still other vaccines 
soon to be approved for emergency use. Taken all together, this all 
points us to a place where we can really look forward to better days.  

LA County moved from the Purple (Widespread)Tier to the Red 
(Substantial) Tier, and is already looking forward to leaving the Red Tier 
and entering the Orange (Moderate) Tier. Circumstances now seem to 
suggest that we are definitely moving towards days when physical 
distancing and covering our faces, and all the other habits we’ve developed these past months may no longer 
be required or necessary. While there were – and continue to be – many sacrifices involved, I have to say that 
not everything was necessarily a bad thing. For example, I’ve enjoyed going to the grocery store and not being 
jostled and hit by shopping carts. I’ve enjoyed people going the extra yard to greet one another. But I must 
also say that I am looking froward to what comes next for us in terms of our Church and our parish. We 
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adapted relatively well and made some quick changes to accommodate our parishioners in the early weeks of 
our pandemic. We’ve continued to adapt and it appears that some of the things we began to do and to learn 
because of COVID will continue to be a blessing for us. I think most immediately about the livestreaming of our 
liturgies from Church, and the availability of the priests to meet with people over teleconference calls when in-
person meetings aren’t always practical or possible. We continue to explore the possibilities of potential 
remote formation opportunities, taking advantage of the technologies with which we’ve become familiar. 
There are things we’ve learned that we don’t necessarily want to forget, or let go of. 

[TOP] 

Share Your Gifts 
Speaking of the wonderful job our volunteers do for the rest of us, keep in mind that we can always use a few 
extra hands, especially when accompanied by cool dispositions. We currently have openings for service in the 
following roles: 

• Livestream operators (8:30am Weekday Mass, and Sundays) 
(If you can send an email or watch a video on your device, we can train you for the rest) 

• Weekday Lectors (8:30am) 
• Check-in / Greeters (Weekdays and Sundays) 
• Ushers (6:30am & 8:30am) 
• Saturday Evening Vigil 5:30pm – (Greeters/Check-in, Ushers, etc.  -  Not 

commencing until after Easter) 
• Bereavement Assistance 

To volunteer, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Diane at the parish office if you’ve got any questions or 
would like more information (818-349-1500  Ext. 101), or go online to register as a Lourdes Volunteer. 
Appropriate training for each of these roles is provided, and there are opportunities to serve both indoors and 
outdoors.   

[TOP] 

Church Reopening 
I’m as anxious as any to worship without the current restrictions, but it bears repeating what I’ve said before 
viz. our reopening the Church building for public worship. Our providing an indoor in-person option is not the 
same as saying that it is safe to gather with others in an indoor setting. As we make accommodations for 
indoor worship, we are also committed to providing options for those not yet comfortable with returning to 
indoor, in-person worship. While making these options available, it is our hope and expectation that people 
are making a well-informed choice for themselves and their families, taking into consideration their own 
context, and the contexts of others with whom we might come in contact.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePNayrs7RkxYG1L2jm98kk-4l2lAfhzJdDUOaeEIoT-Fpb0w/viewform?usp=sf_link


As an aside, it’s worth keeping in mind that under the Red-tier, we are permitted 25% of our approved 
capacity. That works out to about 198 people at a time. However, that number is permitted subject to the 6’ 
of physical distance being maintained. In effect, that permits us to accommodate about 130 people indoors. 
This number is not exact because it depends on the seating and spacing of households, some of which are 
larger than others. 

Looking ahead to LA County’s transition from the Red Tier to the Orange Tier, we will be permitted up to 50% 
of our capacity (397) indoors. However, the 6’ physical distance rule continues in place, and so practically 
speaking, it seems the number of people we can accommodate indoors will remain unchanged. By then, and 
as vaccination rates increase, I anticipate more people desiring to participate in our in-person worship, and we 
will explore ways to facilitate this. 

For the time being, I continue to encourage everyone to remember that the dispensation from the “Sunday 
Obligation” which was shared with us a full year ago by Archbishop Gomez, continues to be in effect.  

[TOP] 

Holy Week Schedule & Reopening 
Our current Mass Schedule was developed with the help of those who participated in our prior consultations, 
and it seems to be adequate for the moment. We will be continuing to monitor and adapt as we move 
forward, especially in light of the fluid situation and contexts, guided by the recommendations of the LA 
County Department of Public Health and the related guidance we receive from the Archdiocese.  

As everyone already appreciates, it is difficult to anticipate the desire of people to participate in-person in the 
liturgies at this time of the year, even with the help of those who participated in our consultations. We will 
endeavor to adapt to current circumstances as they unfold.  

Holy Week and Triduum schedules are as follows: 

• Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion – Regular Sunday Schedule as noted below, with distribution of 
blessed palms following each mass. 

• Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 4/1 @ 7:30pm.  
(Bi-lingual, In-person, Livestreamed and outdoor Patio participation available.)  

• Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday), 4/2  1:00pm (English) & 3:00pm (Spanish).  
(Both services in-person, livestreamed and outdoor patio participation available) 

• Saturday Easter Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection, 4/3 @ 7:30pm 
(Bi-lingual, In-person, Livestreamed and outdoor Patio participation available.) 

As we review and adapt to the guidance from the Archdiocese, developed in light of the protocols published 
by the LA County Department of Public Health, we will continue to keep everyone informed. We can expect 
that our Holy Week Services will look and feel quite different than we were used to in pre-COVID days, but 
thankfully, at least this year, we get to celebrate as a community. 



Easter Sunday mass schedule follows our published Sunday schedule. We may add additional masses if 
necessary. 

Notes:  
On Sundays, those choosing to sit outdoors on the patio are invited to bring their own chairs for their comfort.  
Communion will be brought to the patio at the conclusion of mass. 
A reminder that the Sacrament of Confession is available at the Moran Center on Saturdays from 4pm-5pm. For other 
times, during office hours call the office to make a convenient appointment  818–349–1500. 

[TOP] 

Palm Sunday – Distribution of Blessed Palms 
This year we will be blessing the Palms before the Masses, and following each Mass on the morning of Palm 
Sunday, the blessed palms will be distributed outside the Church. As we exit the Church building following 
the mass, look for volunteers who will be handing out the palms. 

Every year, some people bring old palms to church so that we can appropriately dispose of them. This year, 
that is not possible. For those with old palms, the easiest way to appropriately dispose of the blessed palm is 
to place them outdoors, covering them with dirt, so that they can naturally decay and return to the earth. 
 

[TOP] 

First Communion Retreat 
This (Saturday) morning saw 65 of our young parishioners gathering with their 
families for a remote retreat experience. I’ve been watching the preparations 
going on for a few weeks now, with packages of goodies being prepared for 
distribution, and today it all came to fruition. I could eavesdrop on the “zoom-
rooms” in which the participants gathered, both in English and in Spanish, and 
the excitement and enjoyment was evident.  

Our morning began with a bi-lingual celebration of mass, livestreamed at our 
usual time of 8:30. Then the boys and girls, with their parents, were facilitated in 
their retreat by Sr. Frances, Mrs. Brough and Sña. Lozano, ably assisted by Mr. 
Wyatt (“zoom-guru”) and Mr. Eric Lozano (Translator).  

“Where there’s a will, there’s a way” is an oft-used expression, and in this case, the partnering of parish staff, school 
staff, parents, parish priests, and mass-going parishioners, made for a wonderful experience for the boys and girls of our 
parish who are preparing to celebrate their First Eucharist in the not-too-distant future. Our gratitude goes out to 
everyone who was involved in making this the wonderful experience that it was for our First Communion families. 

[TOP] 

 



A New Season of ALPHA 
A new season of Alpha is in the works, and gets underway on the Wednesday after Easter.  

Do you ever feel like there’s something missing from your life? Do you have questions about 
life and faith? Let’s explore answers together. APLHA takes place via the ZOOM platform, on 
Wednesday evening, beginning April 7th. Look for more information on the parish website, or if 
you have any questions, email alphaoll@ollnr.org.  

Consider enjoying this wonderful opportunity to explore questions of faith, and to come to a 
deeper uderstanding of what it means to be part of a community growing together in their 
relationships with one another and with Jesus. 

[TOP] 

Donation Drive-by 
Our Donation/Drive-by last Sunday was another resounding success, and credit for this goes primarily to all of you who 
participated and made generous donations and contributions to the effort. Credit also to our OLL Youth Group and adult 
leaders who coordinated and staffed the event last Sunday. 

 

Blessings on you all. 

Keep an eye out here for details of upcoming Donation DriveBy events. 

[TOP] 

Lenten Resources from OLL 
• A video compilation of Night Prayer and Benediction is now available for viewing as an aid for nightly 

prayer during the season of Lent. Consider making a Lenten commitment to Night Prayer with and for 
one another at least one night a week, or even every night through Lent. 

• Stations of the Cross are available for livestream participation on each Friday evening of Lent at 7pm. 
Access it on the device of your choosing at https://vimeo.com/event/671045 

• Informal scripture reflections on the Sunday readings are shared by Fr. David and are available for 
prompting your own thoughts and reflections. Click on the Lenten Scripture Reflection 

• The parish website also provides links to additional resources for use at home by families and by 
individuals. 

[TOP] 

mailto:alphaoll@ollnr.org
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8145865
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8145865
https://vimeo.com/event/671045
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8158209
https://ollnr.weconnect.com/lenten-resources


RCIA  -  Final Preparations  
Catechumens and candidates who have been preparing to receive sacrament for the first time at Easter, are 
moving now into their final week pf preparation to receive sacraments at the Eater Vigil. We’ve completed the 
three scrutinies in which parishioners have been praying with and for the men and women who now approach 
these final days of preparation. I invite everyone to continue to hold these members of our community in 
prayer in a very particular way through Holy Week. May God bring to fulfilment the good work begun in them: 
Paul Amico, Ronald Bowler, Abbey Dubon, Alex Leyva, Juan Lopez, Nadia Lopez, Franky Magana, Valerie 
Sanchez, & Marcela Venegas. 

[TOP] 

The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
Yet another significant birthday in the family came and went this past 
week. My sister, Aoife (pronounced “Eee-fah”), was focus of our 
attentions, and once again, the family tuned in using devices and 
technology that we might never have considered prior to the COVID 
pandemic. Now, you need to know that Auntie Aoife has a very 
special place in Mollie’s heart – a long-established fact, according to 
Aoife herself. The Pineapple-Upside-Down birthday cake was 
appropriately decorated with a symbolic number of candles, and 
when the time came, of course Auntie Aoife solicited Mollie’s 
assistance in blowing the candles out. It took more than one or two 
huffs and puffs, because, as everyone knows, while these 
technologies allow us to see and hear one another, and to engage 
with one another on many levels, they haven’t advanced sufficiently 
to allow for a full blast of air to travel between two places.  
 

 

I think we all understand and appreciate the incredible gift that technology is for us today. Not a digital native, I can 
appreciate that the phone I hold in my hand has over 100,000 times the processing power of the computer that NASA 
used in the Apollo 11 moon landing. For all that, it is also apparent to us that technology can’t do everything for us. No 
more than Mollie’s huffing and puffing could blow out her Auntie’s candles, there is no tele-conference app on our 
phones or computers that can come close to substituting for a hug between grandparent and grandchild, or between 
aunt and niece. Technology is an incredible gift, and we can use it to accomplish to much that is good, but even the most 
advanced technologies have their limitations. Knowing those limitations, either those of tech or of our own, can be 
important so that we don’t experience too much disappointment by expecting more than is possible, while at the same 
time, not holding back, and allowing our imagination to push at the edges of our limitations, and occasionally to propel 
us beyond them.  

One of the glaring lessons I believe has been offered to us these past months, is that there is no substitute for 
community. The “Lone Ranger” narrative that was so prevalent for a time, has been exposed in our culture as being 
inadequate in times when the community is most challenged. While individual sacrifices were made, sometimes 



heroically, it was the collective efforts of so many that have brought us from the darkness, across the months, to this day 
when the light is growing stronger and stronger.  

There is an expression in rural parts of Ireland, often heard at this time of the year, that speaks of the growing “stretch 
in the evenings”. It’s an expression shared in observation of the lengthening of the daylight hours that comes with 
Springtime. I’ve noticed the evenings, of late, have been particularly beautiful, and light has painted our horizons in 
spectacular ways from one evening to another. I can’t help but see reflected in the incredible gift of nature the growing 
reality of our emergence from the darkest days of pandemic, and the strengthening of hope and anticipation.  

This emerging sense of positive anticipation was seeded in earlier, darker pandemic days as scientists, doctors, nurses, 
grocery-store workers, teachers, parents, children, and so many more… leaned into the challenges that confronted us 
with what I might call an “ordinary heroism”. This “ordinary heroism” was born of a determination to do our best not 
only for ourselves, but often even more for the benefit of others. I know many people spoke the language of fear and 
anxiety, but I saw resolve and courage. I saw goodness and generosity. I saw faithfulness and prayerfulness. I saw so 
much grace and blessing finding expression in the lives of so many people across these many months. I prayed with and 
for people through their illness. I prayed with and for young couples baptizing their children. I prayed with and for those 
who gave and received one another in marriage. The stuff of life, and the significant moments it holds for us, could not 
be smothered by the darkness, and instead, people stood as beacons of hope and light for one another.  

How these threads of community experience will be woven together into the fabric of our being remains to be seen. Will 
our families continue to appreciate the time they get to enjoy with one another as our lives become inevitably busier? 
Will we ever take for granted the simple pleasure of being able to be with others in our family of faith, to pray together, 
with and for one another? Already traffic on our streets is similar to pre-pandemic levels. The busyness is coming roaring 
back. What of the things we’ve learned about how we appreciate one another and need one another will survive into 
our collective futures? 

Life continues apace. God remains faithful. And here we are on the threshold of the Holiest Week of our Year as a 
people of faith. Passover begins tonight. Palm Sunday falls tomorrow, and we will move through the rituals of Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. These are holy celebrations that invite us to consider who we are and from whence 
(and whom) we come. These rites and rituals invite us to intentionally reflect on the significance and the depths of our 
shared humanity, and to do so not divorced from the various strands of experience that constitute our lives, but rather 
embracing and holding, even cherishing, all that is God’s gift to us in one another.  

Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has granted us life, sustained us in our difficulties, and 
has brought us to celebrate our lives this day.  

Have a blessed Holy Week. Be safe. Be well. 

Fr. David 

[TOP] 

 



Schedule of Masses 
Effective March 7th 

Sunday: 
Effective March 8th 

Weekday 
 
7:30am (English – Indoors & Patio) 
9:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
11:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
12:30pm (Indoors, Patio & Livestream 
  - Spanish) 

 

Monday – Friday 
6:30am (Indoors & Patio) 

 
Monday – Saturday 

8:30am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
**Access to parking lot through driveway 
immediately EAST of Church to avoid school carline** 

 

Protocols for Participation in Sunday (in-person) Worship 

Protocols for Participation in Weekday (in-person) Worship 

NOTE: In the event of inclement weather, it is possible that outdoor participation may be unavailable. 

[TOP] 

Confession/Reconciliation  

While Los Angeles County is judged to be in the “Red Tier” of our pandemic response, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
continues to be available by appointment. Call the parish office (818-349-1500, Ext. 101) or email to arrange for a 
mutually acceptable time for the celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation. 

The sacrament is also available from 4pm – 5pm at the Moran Center. Mindful that there will not be a communal 
Penance Service, this schedule will continue through March, with the possibility of extending this arrangement.   

Protocols for Participation in Sacramental Reconciliation 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick / “Last Rites” 
Those seeking to avail of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick are asked to call the parish office at 818-349-1500. 
During “office hours”, staff will assist you and arrange for a priest to visit. Outside of office hours, an option to have your 
call forwarded to an “emergency line” is available, and you will be connected to a priest who will arrange a visit with 
you. This effectively means that priests continue to be available to share the sacrament 24/7. 

Be advised that at this time hospitals and healthcare facilities may not permit visitors, including priests, to enter their 
facilities. Everyone is asked to carefully consider whether delaying the sacrament may be prudent.  

Pastoral “Visit” 
To arrange a “visit” with Fr. Fili or Fr. David, please feel free to call the parish office (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or to email 
for an appointment. Pastoral “visits” are available via phone or by zoom call, depending on preference.  

[TOP] 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Reconciliation
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202103_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Pastoral%20Visit


Tuesday Morning Coffee with the Pastor 
On Tuesday mornings, following the 8:30am mass livestreamed from Church, parishioners are invited to join an informal 
get-together by means of the zoom platform. Grab a cup of tea or coffee, and come spend 30-45 minutes in 
conversation with fellow parishioners. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or 
email the parish office. 

              [TOP] 

Friday Night Zoom with the Pastor 

Originally conceived as an informal Q&A inspired by those who participated in our ALPHA process, these Friday nights 
continue to be occasions when parishioners get to submit questions for reflection and consideration. The 3rd Friday 
evening of the month at 7pm is an opportunity to gather with fellow parishioners and to explore questions of faith, 
current events, or simply enjoy the occasion to ask a question you’ve always wanted to ask, but never really had the 
opportunity. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or email the parish office. 

[TOP] 

Our Religious Education staff continue to work with Families of Faith, our family-centered approach to 
growing in faith and preparing for sacrament. All sessions take place remotely using a video-conferencing 
platform suitable to our needs. For more information, please email or call Sr. Frances Kennedy. Leave your 
information/question at the RE office number 818-349-1285, and Sr. Frances will return your call.  

[TOP] 

 

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Tuesday%20Morning%20Coffee
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Friday%20Nights%20with%20the%20Pastor
mailto:re@ollnr.org?subject=Religious%20Education%20Information
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