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Brothers and Sisters, 

As I write, this weekend, I have just come from the Church where a 
group of dedicated and wonderful parishioners are hard at work 
transforming our worship space, preparing it for the celebration of our 
Easter Vigil tonight. We’ve completed the walk-through with the altar 
servers, sacristans and bishop, and the rest of the day will be spent 
taking care of an array of small tasks which may seem insignificant in the 
moment, but which taken together, permit us to celebrate our liturgies 
worthily and well.  

Holy Thursday evening we celebrated the Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper, and yesterday we marked Good Friday with the Passion of the 
Lord, during which we found a creative and COVID-friendly way to 
venerate the Cross.  

As I mentioned during our liturgies, there are things that we’ve always 
done, which are not options for us at the moment. I am grateful to God 
for the combined creativity of our Liturgy Committee and the volunteers 
who step up to share their gifts so that we can all enjoy an experience of 
dignified, beautiful and prayerful liturgies, befitting our worship of God.  

On the COVID-19 front, it appears that LA County is poised to move from 
the Red (Substantial) Tier, into the Orange (Moderate) Tier. From my 
reading, while there are some concerns about declining numbers 
stalling, nonetheless it looks like we are making strong progress in our 
efforts to minimize COVID’s ongoing impact on our lives.  

The vaccination roll-out continues apace, and as more and more people take advantage of the opportunity to 
get themselves vaccinated, the more our efforts will bear fruit going forward. All the sacrifices won’t be 
forgotten, but as we are better able to gather and celebrate with one another again, in our homes and in our 
churches, life can only get better for us all. 
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In terms of the transition from the Red (Substantial) Tier, into the Orange (Moderate) Tier, and its impact on 
our gathering for worship, it appears there will be little difference for us.  

I pointed out in last week’s email that the challenge for us is the continuing need to maintain physical distance 
of at least 6’ between people/households. Effectively, this permits us to accommodate about 130 people 
indoors. This number is not exact because it depends on the seating and spacing of households, some of which 
are larger than others. Above 130, we will continue to accommodate additional mass-goers on the patio, 
providing an “outdoor option” for worship. Those outdoors are encouraged to bring along chairs for their 
comfort, and at communion time, communion will be brought out and everyone will be able to participate.  

As our vaccination rates increase, I anticipate more parishioners wanting to return to in-person worship. This 
will be a challenge for all of us, but one which I am confident we’ll navigate well together. We are already 
exploring ways to facilitate increased numbers, and going forward we may well find ourselves with additional 
mass-times and perhaps the re-introduction of mass on the parking-lot, should numbers warrant that.  

In the meantime, I continue to encourage everyone to remember that the dispensation from the “Sunday 
Obligation” which was shared with us a full year ago by Archbishop Gomez, continues to be in effect, and will 
continue to remain so until it is deemed that the threat presented by the pandemic has receded sufficiently. 

[TOP] 

Share Your Gifts 
Speaking of the wonderful job our volunteers do for the rest of us, keep in mind that we can always use a few 
extra hands, especially when accompanied by cool dispositions. We currently have openings for service in the 
following roles: 

• Livestream operators (8:30am Weekday Mass, and Sundays) 
(If you can send an email or watch a video on your device, we can train you for the rest) 

• Weekday Lectors (8:30am) 
• Check-in / Greeters (Weekdays and Sundays) 
• Ushers (6:30am & 8:30am) 
• Saturday Evening Vigil 5:30pm – (Greeters/Check-in, Ushers, etc.  -  Not 

commencing until after Easter) 
• Bereavement Assistance 

To volunteer, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Diane at the parish office if you’ve got any questions or 
would like more information (818-349-1500  Ext. 101), or go online to register as a Lourdes Volunteer. 
Appropriate training for each of these roles is provided, and there are opportunities to serve both indoors and 
outdoors.   

[TOP] 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePNayrs7RkxYG1L2jm98kk-4l2lAfhzJdDUOaeEIoT-Fpb0w/viewform?usp=sf_link


Easter Schedule 
Our current Mass Schedule was developed with the help of those who participated in our prior consultations, 
and it seems to be adequate for the moment. We will be continuing to monitor and adapt as we move 
forward, especially in light of the fluid situation and contexts, guided by the recommendations of the LA 
County Department of Public Health and the related guidance we receive from the Archdiocese.  

As everyone already appreciates, it is difficult to anticipate the desire of people to participate in-person in the 
liturgies at this time of the year, even with the help of those who participated in our consultations. We will 
endeavor to adapt to current circumstances as they unfold.  

Easter Sunday mass schedule follows our published Sunday schedule. We may add additional masses if 
necessary. 

Notes:  
On Sundays, those choosing to sit outdoors on the patio are invited to bring their own chairs for their comfort.  
Communion will be brought to the patio at the conclusion of mass. 
A reminder that the Sacrament of Confession is available at the Moran Center on Saturdays from 4pm-5pm. For other 
times, during office hours call the office to make a convenient appointment  818–349–1500. 

[TOP] 

A New Season of ALPHA 
A new season of Alpha is in the works, and gets underway on the Wednesday after Easter.  

Do you ever feel like there’s something missing from your life? Do you have questions about 
life and faith? Let’s explore answers together. APLHA takes place via the ZOOM platform, on 
Wednesday evening, beginning April 7th. Look for more information on the parish website, or if 
you have any questions, email alphaoll@ollnr.org.  

Consider enjoying this wonderful opportunity to explore questions of faith, and to come to a 
deeper understanding of what it means to be part of a community growing together in their 
relationships with one another and with Jesus. 

[TOP] 

RCIA  -  Culmination of Sacrament  
Catechumens and candidates who have been preparing to receive sacrament tonight for the first time are 
engaged in a (zoom) retreat, as I write. I encourage you to continue to hold these members of our community 
in prayer in a very particular way as they take their first steps among us as fully-initiated brothers and sisters 
in faith. May God bring to fulfilment the good work begun in them: Paul Amico, Ronald Bowler, Abbey Dubon, 
Alex Leyva, Juan Lopez, Nadia Lopez, Franky Magana, Valerie Sanchez, & Marcela Venegas. 

[TOP] 

mailto:alphaoll@ollnr.org


The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 
It has been a very busy season for Mollie and Anna, and their Mom 
and Dad. There continue to be severe restrictions on activities in 
Ireland, and so many of the activities that were popular pre-COVID 
are not an option at the moment. Hiking in the hills, visiting local 
farms, going out for pancakes with Dad… they’ve become like distant 
memories. So Mollie has had to figure out ways of keeping herself 
occupied and active in new ways.  
 
This week, she decided to take out her paints again, and return to one 
of her favorite activities. The picture tells its own story. Mollie’s 
earnestness and enthusiasm knows no bounds, but as she got more 
and more into things, at first a little mess, then a slightly bigger mess, 
and eventually, there’s just mess! What started out as painting within 
the lines and within the space provided for the activity, soon saw a   

spilling-over that would have made Picasso or Pollock nod approvingly, I suspect. 

It occurs to me that life and our enthusiasm for it can be like that, at times. Even with the best intentions in the world, 
our lives can get a little messy at first. Perhaps we contain the mess, at least initially. Then as we lean into living, and we 
find ourselves no longer able to live within the confines of the boundaries we once did earlier in our lives, we re-imagine 
the boundaries, the lines that circumscribe our living, and we sometimes find ourselves more willing and able to 
embrace the mess, and even befriend it. This is not to suggest that the “lines” of our living don’t continue to be a guide 
for us. They continue to help us and to give us guidance, but they no longer determine us, or confine us.  

Life is incredibly rich and rewarding when it is shared with others who share our hopes, dreams, desires and longings. 
That richness can be incredibly messy at times, but that’s ok, because we learn that navigating the mess is a huge part of 
the richness, and of our becoming our better selves, with and among one another.  

In the heady aftermath of the Resurrection, I suspect life was not only messy for the apostles, but it was exploding 
across “lines” everywhere. From the early preaching of Peter and the others to the maturing messages of Paul, the 
Christian message would never have grown and spread as it did. From the chaotic mess of Genesis, God brought 
incredible goodness. From the chaos of Crucifixion, God brought life in abundance. From the chaos that followed the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the whole world was remade. The Good News of Jesus Christ transformed the 
world. It continues to transform our lives even still.  

At times, it’s still incredibly and even frustratingly messy… but I wouldn’t have it any other way. 

God’s blessings on you and yours in this Easter Season. 

Fr. David 

[TOP] 

 



Schedule of Masses 
Effective March 7th 

Sunday: 
Effective March 8th 

Weekday 
 
7:30am (English – Indoors & Patio) 
9:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
11:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
12:30pm (Indoors, Patio & Livestream 
  - Spanish) 

 

Monday – Friday 
6:30am (Indoors & Patio) 

 
Monday – Saturday 

8:30am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
**Access to parking lot through driveway 
immediately EAST of Church to avoid school carline** 

 

NOTE: The resumption of the Saturday Evening Vigil Mass at 5:30pm is planned for Saturday evening, 
April 24th, all going well) 

Protocols for Participation in Sunday (in-person) Worship 

Protocols for Participation in Weekday (in-person) Worship 

NOTE: In the event of inclement weather, it is possible that outdoor participation may be unavailable. 

[TOP] 

Confession/Reconciliation  

As LA County is judged to be in the “Orange Tier” of our pandemic response, the Sacrament of Reconciliation continues 
to be available by appointment. Call the parish office (818-349-1500, Ext. 101) or email to arrange for a mutually 
acceptable time for the celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation. 

The sacrament is also available from 4pm – 5pm at the Moran Center without appointment.   

Protocols for Participation in Sacramental Reconciliation 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick / “Last Rites” 
Those seeking to avail of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick are asked to call the parish office at 818-349-1500. 
During “office hours”, staff will assist you and arrange for a priest to visit. Outside of office hours, an option to have your 
call forwarded to an “emergency line” is available, and you will be connected to a priest who will arrange a visit with 
you. This effectively means that priests continue to be available to share the sacrament 24/7. 

Be advised that at this time hospitals and healthcare facilities may not permit visitors, including priests, to enter their 
facilities. Everyone is asked to carefully consider whether delaying the sacrament may be prudent.  

Pastoral “Visit” 
To arrange a “visit” with Fr. Fili or Fr. David, please feel free to call the parish office (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or to email 
for an appointment. Pastoral “visits” are available via phone or by zoom call, depending on preference.  

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Reconciliation
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202103_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Pastoral%20Visit


[TOP] 

Tuesday Morning Coffee with the Pastor 
On Tuesday mornings, following the 8:30am mass livestreamed from Church, parishioners are invited to join an informal 
get-together by means of the zoom platform. Grab a cup of tea or coffee, and come spend 30-45 minutes in 
conversation with fellow parishioners. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or 
email the parish office. 

              [TOP] 

Friday Night Zoom with the Pastor 
Originally conceived as an informal Q&A inspired by those who participated in our ALPHA process, these Friday nights 
continue to be occasions when parishioners get to submit questions for reflection and consideration. The 3rd Friday 
evening of the month at 7pm is an opportunity to gather with fellow parishioners and to explore questions of faith, 
current events, or simply enjoy the occasion to ask a question you’ve always wanted to ask, but never really had the 
opportunity. To receive the zoom details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or email the parish office. 

[TOP] 

Our Religious Education staff continue to work with Families of Faith, our family-centered approach to 
growing in faith and preparing for sacrament. All sessions take place remotely using a video-conferencing 
platform suitable to our needs. For more information, please email or call Sr. Frances Kennedy. Leave your 
information/question at the RE office number 818-349-1285, and Sr. Frances will return your call.  

[TOP] 

 

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Tuesday%20Morning%20Coffee
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