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April 24, 2021 

Surrexit sicut dixit! He is Risen as he said! 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

As was mentioned in last weekend’s letter, our “sacrament season” is 

definitely underway, and the flurry of activity that accompanies this time 

of the year in any parish is at once vexing and an occasion of great joy.  

On the one hand, there is lots of activity, and where there’s activity 

there are people, and where there are people, there are increased 

opportunities to grow one’s patience…        Add into the mix that we’re 

engaging in all of this under the bizarre conditions of COVID and the 

accompanying “modifications” to all that we usually do in our Church for 

such celebrations, and the excitement can be unreal.  

On the other hand, the simple joy of families, parents, children, youth, 

god-parents, grand-parents, classmates… all of it is an incredible gift of 

pure grace. The life and goodness that continues to be passed along to 

others at it was handed on to us, is a testament to the ongoing 

fulfilment of the promise of Jesus: “Behold, I am with you always!” 

Bishop Wilkerson presided over our 

Confirmation Liturgy last Saturday 

evening, and even with the late evening 

heat and sunlight, all who gathered got 

to enjoy this wonderful celebration with our confirmandi. 

This Sunday and next, we will also be continuing to celebrate First Holy 

Communion with our young people. When you see them on Sunday morning 

at the 9am and 11am mass, make a point of waving and congratulating them 

and their parents on the occasion of this remarkable moment in their lives.  
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https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202101_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
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Expanding our Sunday Schedule 

This Saturday evening sees the resumption of our 5:30pm Sunday Vigil (Saturday Evening) Mass. I anticipate 

that the numbers who participate in this mass will initially be relatively low, but will grow as we move forward, 

and as people become more aware of the availability of the mass. Because this is our first Saturday Evening 

mass in some time, please plan appropriately, and if you’re participating in Saturday evening’s mass, consider 

arriving a little earlier than not. 

Once more I feel it incumbent upon me to express my deep, deep gratitude to our Lourdes “homecoming 

volunteers” who serve us all by making possible our opening of the Church for mass in these days. Keep in 

mind, that in order to make it possible for our volunteers to participate in the mass, the doors of the Church 

will be closed as soon as the liturgy gets underway. Latecomers are welcome to remain on the patio 

(communion will be brought to you), or to return for a later liturgy, according to their preference.  

Once again, I take this opportunity to remind everyone of the dispensation from the “Sunday Obligation” 

which was shared with us a full year ago by Archbishop Gomez. It continues to be in effect, and will continue 

to remain so until it is deemed that the threat presented by the pandemic has receded sufficiently. 

 

Clergy in Aisle 3 (or Closed for Church – NOT!) 

I am reminded of an experience I had while out grocery shopping a few months ago. I bumped into a 

parishioner who recognized me, despite my face being half-covered with a mask, and the fact that I was 

dressed in “civvies”. She greeted me enthusiastically and we caught up on some family goings-on. Then she 

asked me how I was doing, because she’d heard that the parish had closed down and wasn’t going to be re-

opening.  

At that time – last Summer – we were going through all sorts of challenges precisely because we were “open”, 

though with all the modifications that we initially experienced. My head was filled with revised mass 

schedules, confession times, I’d just spent a couple of hours visiting people in their homes to celebrate the 

sacrament of the anointing of the sick. I was just ducking out to the store to pick up a few things I needed to 

make dinner for the house. When she told me she’d heard we were closed, I just laughed. I confess, I might 

even have wished it were so, given how busy things were at the time.  

Anyway… the experience served to remind me that no matter how many bulletins are mailed, no matter how 

many phone calls are made or how many emails get sent out, people hear what they hear and believe what 

they believe.  

So, if you find yourself chatting with a friend or neighbor you may not have seen in church for a while, don’t 

presume they know what you know. Feel free to invite them to join you when next you come to church.       
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Share Your Gifts 

Our Lourdes “homecoming volunteers” have been an inspiration to me, and the wonderful job they do for the 

rest of us, is deserving of our gratitude and respect. Keep in mind that we can always use a few extra hands, 

especially when accompanied by cool dispositions. We currently have openings for service in the following 

roles: 

• Saturday Evening Vigil 5:30pm – (Greeters/Check-in, Ushers, etc.) 
(Many hands make light work – consider offering to assist and grow this mass) 

• Weekday Lectors (8:30am) 

• Weekday Ushers (6:30am & 8:30am) 

• Check-in / Greeters (Weekdays and Sundays) 

• Livestream operators (8:30am Weekday Mass, and Sundays) 

(If you can send an email or watch a video on your device, we can train you for the rest) 

• Bereavement Assistance  

To volunteer, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Diane at the parish office if you’ve got any questions or 

would like more information (818-349-1500  Ext. 101), or go online to register as a Lourdes Volunteer. 

Appropriate training for each of these roles is provided, and there are opportunities to serve both indoors and 

outdoors.   

 

Donation Drive-by This Sunday 

Our Donation/Drive-by takes place this Sunday morning, April 25th and will run from 9am through 1pm to afford 

participation of everyone either arriving or departing for Sunday morning mass. This event is focusing on providing 

canned goods for MEND, and on collecting Stationary and Stamps for an initiative coordinated by “Get on the Bus”. 

Those not familiar with the “Get on the Bus” initiative can read about it on their website. The program ordinarily 

involves the transportation of children to visit with their moms or dads on or close to Mother’s Day or Father’s Day. 

Obviously, with pandemic considerations in play, this is not possible, but our hope is to gather enough stamps and 

stationary to allow children to easily write to their incarcerated loved ones, providing them with an opportunity to 

nurture their important family relationships despite the difficult circumstances they face.   

 

Blessings on you all. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePNayrs7RkxYG1L2jm98kk-4l2lAfhzJdDUOaeEIoT-Fpb0w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://crjw.us/programs/get-on-the-bus/
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Bundle Sunday – St. Vincent DePaul 

A truck from the Society of St. Vincent DePaul will be on the parking lot on 

Sunday, May 2nd, from 9am through 1pm. Donations of clothing and small 

household items will be gratefully received.  

Note that the truck is unable to accept large or bulky items, but should that 

be something of interest, then call (323) 224-6280 for bulky item pick-up. 

 

Parish “Town Hall” – Mark your Calendar 

On the evening of Friday, May 21st, at 7pm, we will host a parish “town hall” 

using the ZOOM platform. This will be an opportunity for parishioners to explore 

where we’ve come from and where we’re at now, as a family of faith here at 

Lourdes. More details will follow, but mark your calendars now to ensure you 

don’t miss this opportunity to interact with fellow parishioners, and to explore 

relevant topics for this extraordinary time in the life of our parish community. 

 

The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 

Once again, thanks to technology, I got to enjoy some time with my 

nieces as I ate breakfast this morning. Anna had just woken from her 

afternoon nap. Mollie and her Dad had been enjoying some one-on-

one time which included, for some odd reason, both of them wearing 

a sticker on their foreheads. My brother was sporting a sticker he 

took off an apple (remains of which Mollie was chomping on when I 

called), and Mollie was wearing a sticker she got from an orange. 

Later in the day, I received a short video clip in which “Princess” 

Mollie was gracing the back yard with her swishing and swaying 

presence. It seemed to me that she was enjoying her domain 

immensely, as it bathed in the sunlight of an April evening. While she 

was sashaying to-and-fro, baby Anna was happily perched on top of a 

piece of new garden furniture my brother recently took possession of.   

(Any resemblance to an oversized pint of a favored adult Irish libation is purely coincidental.)  

I don’t quite know why these images spoke to me as they did, other than the morning call in which Mollie and Anna 

were just enjoying one another’s company (along with their Dad’s), set me to thinking about how simple and wonderful 

enjoyment can be had in the goofiest of things. Stickers removed from fruit can become an occasion of Daddy-daughter 

bonding.  A beautiful day can be enhanced by dressing up and letting the world know that it’s special enough to warrant 

a royal visit. And as Uncle David looks on from half a world away, the simple joy of seeing nieces growing up and just 

enjoying life is itself an incredible gift.  
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Today I was particularly grateful for the gift, as I have been processing some sad news of my own. A dear friend, a 

second father, and a mentor in faith, today returned home from hospital to begin hospice care. A recent health setback 

which began during holy week now seems set to enter upon its final stages. 

Tony and Kathy were the couple who met me at LAX in July of 1994 as I arrived in Los Angeles to take up my first 

assignment. He was the RCIA Director in the parish, and she the Director of Religious Education. As you might imagine, 

we spent more time arguing about churchy things than is normal for most people.  

My first memory of Tony, even before I knew his name, was of a rotund character with a shock of curly hair, lowering a 

sign that had my name written on it in capital letters. He walked over to me and said “You must be Fr. David. No one 

else on this flight looks so pasty white and exhausted as you’re looking.” I couldn’t make this up! My connection from 

New York to LA had been delayed overnight, and I was indeed exhausted. I must’ve looked wretched. Still, this couple I’d 

never met whisked me away from the airport, stopped at Ruby’s Diner where I enjoyed my first meal of burger and a 

strawberry malt, and then took me to the rectory and what was to become my new home.  

My first Thanksgiving, they invited me over to join them with their family. Their eldest son and myself were the same 

age, separated by a couple of months, and pretty much every Thanksgiving since I’ve joined them at table. Essentially, 

they “adopted” the pasty Irish “kid” as one of their own. We’ve shared many wonderful times together, and our families 

have gotten to know each other over the years. Now, this man of profound and oh-so-practical faith is preparing to take 

his leave of this life. His family is adjusting to the truth that this incredibly strong and larger-than-life Italian man has 

lived the good life. He has fought the good fight and is close to completing his race. Through it all, he has kept faith with 

his family, with his Church and with his Lord and Savior.   

God blesses us with some incredible people in our lives, and Tony is one of those for me. He always kept things real, 

challenged me often in my own faith and pushed me to explore questions and experiences to help me grow deeper in 

my relationship with Jesus. Your prayers for Tony, and for his wife Kathy, and their children and grandchildren, would be 

greatly appreciated. 

God’s continued blessings on you and yours in this Easter Season. 

Fr. David 
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Schedule of Masses 
Effective March 24th 

Sunday: 
Effective March 8th 

Weekday 
5:30pm Saturday Vigil (English – Indoors) 
7:30am (English – Indoors & Patio) 
9:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
11:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
12:30pm (Indoors, Patio & Livestream 
  - Spanish) 

 

Monday – Friday 
6:30am (Indoors & Patio) 

 
Monday – Saturday 

8:30am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
**Access to parking lot through driveway 
immediately EAST of Church to avoid school carline** 

 

Protocols for Participation in Sunday (in-person) Worship 

Protocols for Participation in Weekday (in-person) Worship 

NOTE: In the event of inclement weather, it is possible that outdoor participation may be unavailable. 

 

Confession/Reconciliation  

As LA County is adjudged to be in the “Orange Tier” of our pandemic response, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

continues to be available by appointment. Call the parish office (818-349-1500, Ext. 101) or email to arrange for a 

mutually acceptable time for the celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation. 

The sacrament is also available Saturday afternoons from 4pm – 5pm at the Moran Center without appointment.   

Protocols for Participation in Sacramental Reconciliation 

 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick / “Last Rites” 

Those seeking to avail of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick are asked to call the parish office at 818-349-1500. 

During “office hours”, staff will assist you and arrange for a priest to visit. Outside of office hours, an option to have your 

call forwarded to an “emergency line” is available, and you will be connected to a priest who will arrange a visit with 

you. This effectively means that priests continue to be available to share the sacrament 24/7. 

Be advised that at this time hospitals and healthcare facilities may not permit visitors, including priests, to enter their 

facilities. Everyone is asked to carefully consider whether delaying the sacrament may be prudent.  

 

Pastoral “Visit” 

To arrange a “visit” with Fr. Fili or Fr. David, please feel free to call the parish office (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or to email 

for an appointment. Pastoral “visits” are available via phone or by zoom call, depending on preference.  

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Reconciliation
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202103_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Pastoral%20Visit
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Tuesday Morning Coffee with the Pastor 

On Tuesday mornings, following the 8:30am mass livestreamed from Church, parishioners are invited to join an informal 

get-together by means of the zoom platform. Grab a cup of tea or coffee, and come spend 30-45 minutes in 

conversation with fellow parishioners. To receive the ZOOM details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or 

email the parish office. 

               

Friday Night Zoom with the Pastor 

Originally conceived as an informal Q&A inspired by those who participated in our ALPHA process, these Friday nights 

continue to be occasions when parishioners get to submit questions for reflection and consideration. The 3rd Friday 

evening of the month at 7pm is an opportunity to gather with fellow parishioners and to explore questions of faith, 

current events, or simply enjoy the occasion to ask a question you’ve always wanted to ask, but never really had the 

opportunity. To receive the ZOOM details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or email the parish office. 

 

Our Religious Education staff continue to work with Families of Faith, our family-centered approach to 

growing in faith and preparing for sacrament. All sessions take place remotely using a video-conferencing 

platform suitable to our needs. For more information, please email or call Sr. Frances Kennedy. Leave your 

information/question at the RE office number 818-349-1285, and Sr. Frances will return your call.  

 

 

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Tuesday%20Morning%20Coffee
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Friday%20Nights%20with%20the%20Pastor
mailto:re@ollnr.org?subject=Religious%20Education%20Information

