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May 1, 2021 

Surrexit sicut dixit! He is Risen as he said! 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

This Sunday marks yet another opportunity for our community to 
celebrate that some of our youngest parishioners are receiving 
communion for the first time. For many years now, their parents, family 
members, friends, catechists, and teachers have been helping our young 
boys and girls to prepare for this most significant moment in their faith 
lives.  

As I’ve shared in prior emails, I experience a deep joy within myself 
when I see the faith of parents and grandparents being faithfully passed 
along from one generation to the next. I am reminded of my own 
antecedents in faith, of the men and women who were instrumental in 
sharing their faith with me, as I grew up. When I see our boys and girls 
approaching the altar to receive the Holy Eucharist for the first time, I 
see the faces of those who made their first communion when I did. 
When I look at the faces of the family and friends who brought them to 
this day, I remember the young and nervous faces of my own parents 
and of their contemporaries, as well as the pride that was evident in the 
grandparents and indeed in all the people in the parish church.  

I may be separated by thousands of miles from my homeland, and 
increasingly separated from the experience of my First Communion by 
the intervening years, but that only serves to underscore for me the faithfulness of God within our parish faith 
community here at Our Lady of Lourdes. For all that our church may find itself experiencing turmoil, or 
encountering challenges in faith, or even find itself beset by the struggles of maintaining faith in an 
increasingly secular environment, this faithfulness of God to God’s people, and of God’s people to our God, is 
a powerful witness to the vitality of the community of believers.     

This Week’s Letter 
• Saturday Vigil Returns 
• Vaccination Meanderings  

• Reclaiming Ministries 
• Pre-Registration to Sunset? 
• St. VdeP Bundle Sunday 
• Share your Gifts  
• Donation Drive-By 
• Virtual “Parish Town Hall” 
• The Further Adventures of 

Mollie Loftus 

General Information 
• Mass Schedule [Protocols] 
• Reconciliation [Protocols] 
• Sacrament of Anointing 
• Pastoral Visit 
• Tuesday Morning Coffee 
• Friday Night Zoom with the 

Pastor 
• Religious Education 

Forward this email to a friend who 
might enjoy it 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202101_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf
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Continuing to Expand our Sunday Schedule 
Last Saturday evening saw the resumption of our 5:30pm Sunday Vigil (Saturday Evening) Mass. There was a 
nice gathering of about 50-60 people present. The adaptations made necessary by our experience of the 
pandemic didn’t seem to phase anyone, and I certainly felt that there was something to celebrate as we 
continued to recover something of what was lost to us more than a year ago. As I mentioned last week, I 
anticipate that the numbers who participate in this mass will initially be relatively low, but will grow as we 
move forward, and as people become more aware of the availability of the mass.  

We are already anticipating the resumption of yet another Sunday liturgy, this time our Sunday 5:30pm mass. 
I anticipate that as our context and circumstances continue to improve viz. COVID-19 and its presence in the 
community, we might resume the Sunday Evening 5:30 mass before the end of this month. Liturgically and 
pastorally speaking, I like the idea of aiming to resume on Pentecost Sunday. There’s a lot to consider and to 
prepare for, but we’ve been successful in our re-opening efforts so far, and we continue to learn from our 
experiences. 

Once again, I take this opportunity to remind everyone of the dispensation from the “Sunday Obligation” 
which was shared with us a full year ago by Archbishop Gomez. It continues to be in effect, and will continue 
to remain so until it is deemed prudent to rescind it. 
 

Vaccination Meanderings 
Those who know me well enough will be likely to affirm that my mind moves in sometimes strange directions 
as it tries to appropriate information and understand how things hold together. There have been a few 
moments in the past week when I’ve been given cause to wonder about COVID vaccinations, their roll-out, 
and related progress toward the re-opening of different activities and events in the local area.  

It seems to me that it wasn’t all that long ago that while Msgr. Peter, Fr. Jerry and Bishop Wilkerson were 
inoculated against COVID-19 in the very early days, for myself and Fr. Fili we had to wait quite a bit longer. As 
soon as we could, we scheduled our vaccinations. I went down to CSUN and Fr. Fili got an appointment in 
Pomona. I still smile when I think about that… the eagerness to get vaccinated, and the willingness to travel to 
do so.  

Imagine my surprise, then, to read in the paper this week that there’s been a tremendous drop in the numbers 
of people taking advantage of the opportunity to get vaccinated. My first thought was that maybe we’d been 
far more successful in getting people vaccinated than was expected and that most people had already availed 
of the opportunity to be inoculated. The numbers, however, indicate that only 30% of LA County’s population 
is fully inoculated, and about 45% are partially inoculated.  

Later I read that the LA Dodgers had chosen to double the size of their “fully vaccinated seating” section 
following a highly successful roll-out. When I first read about this development, I wondered about its 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-04-29/vaccinations-in-l-a-county-drop-by-half-alarming-public-health-officials
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/story/2021-04-30/dodgers-stadium-fans-vaccination-section
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implications for other events and services. Sure enough, within a couple of days a parishioner called and asked 
me if we would be having a “vaccinated section” in Church?  (There are no such plans, I should say).  

I am looking froward to visiting with my family in Ireland at some point, so I’m keeping an eye to what’s 
happening in Ireland and in the EU. I’m hopeful of being able to travel later this summer, but I’m also very 
aware that lockdowns and different realities in different places mean that my being vaccinated is simply one 
of the factors to be considered. What is becoming apparent that it’s not only the Dodgers who are looking at 
inoculation making increased services and events more available. Airlines are weighing this, along with 
national authorities around the globe. 

As the Centers for Disease Control continue to roll out updated guidance, and as states and county health 
departments adapt their local guidance, I imagine we will begin to experience a little confusion as we move 
forward. Perhaps this is a good thing, indicating that as we emerge from the shadow of this pandemic, we find 
ourselves at once continuing to exercise care, and at the same time reclaiming behaviors and habits that might 
now seem lost to all but our memories after these 14 months.  

Patience with ourselves and with others is a prudent course, I would offer. If you haven’t yet had the 
opportunity to get vaccinated, I encourage following through on that. I hear the lines are very short in these 
days.  
 

Preparing to Transition to Yellow Tier – Reclaiming Ministries 
With all the talk of our collective progress through the different “tiers”, and because of the hugely positive 
impact that the vaccination roll-out has meant for us, it looks like we can anticipate another round of guidance 
from both the County and the Archdiocese.  

I anticipate that we will soon be seeing the resumption of some of the formerly usual elements of our liturgies 
that have been absent since the beginning of the pandemic. In recent weeks, during weekday mass, we began 
to re-introduce ALTAR SERVERS at our weekday masses. Our weekday servers are adults who have been 
vaccinated, and who are comfortable participating in our liturgies, serving in this way. We have also initiated 
the process of reaching out to parish families who have participated in Altar Server Ministry in the past, and 
we are currently scheduling altar-server training for 4th and 5th graders. In anticipation of this opportunity for 
service, those interested in Altar Server Ministry are encouraged to reach out to Dianne at the parish office. 

I also expect that we’ll begin to expand some other opportunities for increased, if still somewhat limited 
parishioner participation, such as bringing up the gifts of bread and wine.  Gradually we will restore our 
community to an intentional experience of liturgy that reclaims our right and responsibility as God’s faithful 
people to “full, conscious and active participation” in our sacred worship.  

Now if only we could figure out how to sing together as a community of faith… I hear the yearning every 
Sunday, carried on the muted voices of prayerful people, and I feel it in the fiber of my own praying at the 

mailto:dwalker@ollnr.org?subject=Altar%20Server%20Ministry
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altar. By God’s grace, soon and very soon. 
 

Sunsetting our Pre-Registration 
Another shift that we can anticipate is the sun-setting of our pre-registration process for Sunday mass.  

I am very grateful to everyone who helped us out in this simple, if occasionally bothersome way. The simple 
act of sharing contact information made it possible for us to quickly alert parishioners to potential exposure to 
COVID-19 by virtue of our being present in Church.  

You may remember that in the first week of our closure in March of 2020, we were in the position of having to 
let parishioners know that a member of our community had tested positive and had been present in Church. 
By God’s grace, despite a difficult recovery, that person returned to health.  

This was an instructive experience for us in terms of trying to be transparent and to communicate promptly 
with parishioners. At that time we simply didn’t have a practical way to do this. Everyone’s cooperation with 
our Sunday pre-Registration, and Weekday Single Registration processes corrected this deficiency. Thankfully, 
we only had a single instance of having to contact a Sunday congregation, and an additional four instances 
related to weekday mass throughout the last 14 months. To the best of our knowledge, on none of those 
occasions was there any spread related to Church, thank God. I believe that our collective efforts to be safe 
and vigilant contributed to this success.  

That said, as we continue to emerge from the long shadow of COVID, and confident that the general re-
opening of everything in the broader community will continue apace, we are looking to conclude our pre-
registration process sometime within the coming weeks. An initial target-date of the end of this month, May 
31st , seems prudent. If circumstances warrant it, we may move this forward, or we may push it back, as 
circumstances suggest. 
 

Bundle Sunday – St. Vincent DePaul 
This Sunday, May 2nd,  OLL is hosting “Bundle Sunday”. A truck from the 
Society of St. Vincent DePaul will be on the parking lot on Sunday, May 2nd, 
from 9am through 1pm. Donations of clothing and small household items will 
be gratefully received.  

Look for the truck on the parking lot! 

Note that the truck is unable to accept large or bulky items, but should that be something of interest, then call 
(323) 224-6280 for bulky item pick-up. 
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Share Your Gifts 
Our Lourdes “homecoming volunteers” have been an inspiration to me, and the wonderful job they do for the 
rest of us, is deserving of our gratitude and respect. Keep in mind that we can always use a few extra hands, 
especially when accompanied by cool dispositions. We currently have openings for service in the following 
roles: 

• Saturday Evening Vigil 5:30pm – (Greeters/Check-in, Ushers, etc.) 

• Sunday Evening 5:30pm – (Planned for Pentecost Sunday – Greeters/Check-in, Ushers, etc.) 
(Many hands make light work – consider offering to assist and grow these masses) 

• Weekday Lectors (8:30am) 
• Weekday Ushers (6:30am & 8:30am) 
• Check-in / Greeters (Weekdays and Sundays) 
• Livestream operators (8:30am Weekday Mass, and Sundays) 

(If you can send an email or watch a video on your device, we can train you for the rest) 
• Bereavement Assistance  

To volunteer, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Diane at the parish office if you’ve got any questions or 
would like more information (818-349-1500  Ext. 101), or go online to register as a Lourdes Volunteer. 
Appropriate training for each of these roles is provided, and there are opportunities to serve both indoors and 
outdoors.   
 

Donation Drive-by  
Our Donation/Drive-by was once again a wonderful success, and I share my deep gratitude to everyone who 
participated. MEND, and “Get on the Bus” benefitted from our generosity. May God continue to bless each and every 
person who shared of their blessings for the good of others less fortunate.  Blessings on you all. 

Our next Drive-By/Drop-Off is tentatively scheduled for June 20. 
 

Parish “Town Hall” – Mark your Calendar 
On the evening of Friday, May 21st, at 7pm, we will host a parish “town hall” 
using the ZOOM platform. This will be an opportunity for parishioners to explore 
where we’ve come from and where we’re at now, as a family of faith here at 
Lourdes. More details will follow, but mark your calendars now to ensure you 
don’t miss this opportunity to interact with fellow parishioners, and to explore 
relevant topics for this extraordinary time in the life of our parish community. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePNayrs7RkxYG1L2jm98kk-4l2lAfhzJdDUOaeEIoT-Fpb0w/viewform?usp=sf_link
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The Further Adventures of Mollie Loftus 

My niece was in great form this week. Mollie really outdid herself. I know I’m 
biased, but once again my four-and-a-half-year-old niece brought an incredible 
blessing to her Uncle David. 

Last week I shared a request for prayers for some people very dear to me. On 
Sunday morning last, prayers were heard and answered, and my “adoptive 
Dad”, Tony, passed from this life into his eternal reward. I was graced to have 
spent time with him and with the family on the day prior to his death. I was 
able to join them in prayers for the deceased in their home last Sunday 
morning also. While Tony’s death was heartbreaking, it was also a grace. I 
thank those of you who reached out to me and offered prayers and words of 
concern and consolation.  

 
Mollie also reached out. On Monday evening I had a text and voice-message exchange with her, in which she was 
remembering her visit to Los Angeles almost two years ago. She asked me if she had been to Echo Park? I told her she 
hadn’t, but that she certainly had visited Disneyland. I asked her if she was planning to visit me again in Los Angeles, 
bringing baby sister Anna with her. She said she thought that would be wonderful but went on to say it would have to be 
after the “lockdowns” were finished! I confess I laughed to hear her little voice say this. Then I suggested that maybe I 
should come home to Ireland for a visit, and maybe together we could figure out how to put an end to these ongoing 
lockdowns, to which Mollie replied: “That’s a brilliant idea!” 

I had tears in my eyes as I laughed, and then I realized that my young niece, wittingly or unwittingly, had brought me an 
incredible gift of peace and consolation in a moment of grief and sorrow. What a wonderful and unlooked-for gift! The 
little voice of a child wrapped itself around the ache of the grown man’s heart, and a blanket of care was heartwarming. 

In reflecting on my years of getting to know and coming to love Tony, Kathy and their family, I found myself 
remembering incredible moments of grace and blessing. They were hugely formative for me in my early years of 
priesthood, and they came to know me as the man I am, and not only as a priest of the parish. We shared many joys and 
sorrows together over the years. This was particularly true of this wonderful couple in my life, but they weren’t the only 
ones who made such a remarkable difference to me. There have been and continue to be people – couples and 
individuals, families and colleagues – who continue to shape and contribute to my ongoing growth as a man, as a priest, 
as a disciple of Jesus. Some are with me for a short time, accompanying me on part of my journey, and others share long 
stretches of the road with me over time. Without all these people in my life, without this community of friends and 
believers, I couldn’t be who I am today.  

The myth of the Lone Ranger, going it alone, rising above and conquering the many challenges with which one is 
confronted in life and saving the day, is just that… a myth. Even the Lone Ranger had a sidekick. Superheroes of all 
varieties and across the many narratives can only achieve greatness in the context of the relationships they enjoy and 
within the network of relationships that form the broader communities whom they serve.  
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We all have stories of origin that involve the men and women who have loved us and cared for us, who have inspired us, 
challenged us and nurtured us to this moment in our lives. Without community, our lives would be greatly 
impoverished. We, in our own turn, are instrumental in helping to shape and nurture the lives and opportunities of 
others whom we choose to nurture and love. I discern this complex and wonderful pattern over and over again in life… 
not just in my own life, but in the lives of all whom I encounter. The lived realities of relationship and community affirm 
my experiences and encounters with God – Father, Son and Spirit.  

By contrast, so-called “rugged individualism” brings us to experience a very limited sense of God in our lives, one in 
which a relationship with God becomes a private affair, and in which religious faith and practice is reduced to what 
happens in the privacy of our homes or behind the closed doors of our places of worship. This is utterly counter to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  

The mandate of Jesus is to “Go, make disciples…” (cf. Mt 28:19). He teaches over and over again that we must learn to 
love one another, and such loving requires relationship. At the Last Supper, John’s gospel reminds us: “This is how all will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (Jn 13:35) The Gospel of Jesus Christ is inherently 
relational and it makes demands of us that call us to be in relationship with others always. There can be nothing 
“private” or “individualized” about true Christianity.  

The COVID pandemic has revealed to us some incredible truths about our lives. We have witnessed incredible examples 
of solidarity, of reciprocity and of self-giving. We have seen doctors, nurses, health-care workers, priests, front-line 
workers and many others overcome whatever fears they may have had, and they placed themselves in service of others. 
In most cases, there was no publicity or public fanfare, no media attention – social or traditional. They just got on with it, 
and our lives were enriched and blessed because of their service.  

The pandemic has also laid bare some weaknesses that may be difficult to face. Individualism, materialism, tribalism and 
even a secularism evidently hostile to values of family, faith and religious practice have been exposed. Their effects 
cannot be said to be healthy or helpful to us, but rather we may have to contend with their more deleterious effects in 
our lives in the years to come.  

As we step forward into the future awaiting our post-COVID world, I am personally grateful for the beautiful and gentle 
goodness of my niece, reminding me of grace come alive in my world. I am grateful beyond measure for the men and 
women, the young and the old, the committed and the seeking, all of whom – because of their living and loving in life, 
because of their struggles and triumphs – enrich, challenge and nurture my existence as a person and as a priest in 
service among God’s people.  

God’s continued blessings on you and yours in this Easter Season. 

Fr. David 
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Schedule of Masses 
Effective March 24th 

Sunday: 
Effective March 8th 

Weekday 
5:30pm Saturday Vigil (English – Indoors) 
7:30am (English – Indoors & Patio) 
9:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
11:00am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
12:30pm (Indoors, Patio & Livestream 
  - Spanish) 
 

Monday – Friday 
6:30am (Indoors & Patio) 

 
Monday – Saturday 

8:30am (Indoors, Patio & Livestream) 
**Access to parking lot through driveway 
immediately EAST of Church to avoid school carline** 

 

5:30pm (English – Indoors) anticipated for May 23, Pentecost Sunday (volunteers permitting) 

 

Protocols for Participation in Sunday (in-person) Worship 

Protocols for Participation in Weekday (in-person) Worship 

NOTE: In the event of inclement weather, it is possible that outdoor participation may be unavailable. 

 

Confession/Reconciliation  

As LA County is adjudged to be in the “Orange Tier” of our pandemic response, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
continues to be available by appointment. Call the parish office (818-349-1500, Ext. 101) or email to arrange for a 
mutually acceptable time for the celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation. 

The sacrament is also available Saturday afternoons from 4pm – 5pm at the Moran Center without appointment.   

Protocols for Participation in Sacramental Reconciliation 

 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick / “Last Rites” 
Those seeking to avail of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick are asked to call the parish office at 818-349-1500. 
During “office hours”, staff will assist you and arrange for a priest to visit. Outside of office hours, an option to have your 
call forwarded to an “emergency line” is available, and you will be connected to a priest who will arrange a visit with 
you. This effectively means that priests continue to be available to share the sacrament 24/7. 

Be advised that at this time hospitals and healthcare facilities may not permit visitors, including priests, to enter their 
facilities. Everyone is asked to carefully consider whether delaying the sacrament may be prudent.  

 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202102_Protocol%20for%20SundayMass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/2020308_Protocol%20for%20Daily%20Mass.pdf
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Reconciliation
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/0b5e7f0138ad72cf4f28d2ee0b0364e1071af9be/202103_Protocol%20for%20Confession.pdf


[TOP] 

 

Pastoral “Visit” 
To arrange a “visit” with Fr. Fili or Fr. David, please feel free to call the parish office (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or to email 
for an appointment. Pastoral “visits” are available via phone or by zoom call, depending on preference.  

 

Tuesday Morning Coffee with the Pastor 
On Tuesday mornings, following the 8:30am mass livestreamed from Church, parishioners are invited to join an informal 
get-together by means of the zoom platform. Grab a cup of tea or coffee, and come spend 30-45 minutes in 
conversation with fellow parishioners. To receive the ZOOM details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or 
email the parish office. 

               

Friday Night Zoom with the Pastor 
Originally conceived as an informal Q&A inspired by those who participated in our ALPHA process, these Friday nights 
continue to be occasions when parishioners get to submit questions for reflection and consideration. The 3rd Friday 
evening of the month at 7pm is an opportunity to gather with fellow parishioners and to explore questions of faith, 
current events, or simply enjoy the occasion to ask a question you’ve always wanted to ask, but never really had the 
opportunity. To receive the ZOOM details for the gathering, call (818-349-1500  Ext. 101) or email the parish office. 

 

Our Religious Education staff continue to work with Families of Faith, our family-centered approach to 
growing in faith and preparing for sacrament. All sessions take place remotely using a video-conferencing 
platform suitable to our needs. For more information, please email or call Sr. Frances Kennedy. Leave your 
information/question at the RE office number 818-349-1285, and Sr. Frances will return your call.  

 

 

mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Appointment%20for%20Pastoral%20Visit
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Tuesday%20Morning%20Coffee
mailto:parishcenter@ollnr.org?subject=Request%20Zoom%20Info%20for%20Friday%20Nights%20with%20the%20Pastor
mailto:re@ollnr.org?subject=Religious%20Education%20Information
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