
My Dear St. Thomas Family, 

Let me tell you a story.  I grew up in a family that was not very deeply Catholic.  My brother married an 
industrial strength Catholic who attended Catholic schools k-12 and whose family talked about Catholic 
things at home.  My brother told me that after the birth of his first child he began attending adult ed 
offerings at St. Jude’s because he did not want to have to respond to his children’s questions with “Go 
ask you mother.  She went to Catholic School.” 

Several years ago the priests of the Archdiocese in convocation with the Archbishop recognized the 
need to better support parents in their role of forming their children spiritually.  This doesn’t mean 
“send them back home and good luck!”  It means that the parish has a sacred obligation to support 
parents in this role they have taken on at their child’s baptism. 

This Covid Crisis has given us as an archdiocese and as a parish an opportunity to revisit how we are 
supporting parents in this sacred task.  We have not thrown out the baby with the bath water but we 
have changed the water! 

The Archdiocese has created “Family Forming Disciples” focused on primary school age children and 
their families. It shares some aspects of our own GIFT but is not the same. You, as parents, are given the 
support you need to prepare your children for their First Holy Communion and beyond. There are 
activities done at home and there are gatherings here at the parish.  The hope is that, in integrating this 
into your home life it becomes less burden and more blessing. 

We are revisiting, too, how we serve the families of middle and high school age children.  The biggest 
change will be our understanding of Confirmation and preparation for Confirmation. 

Adults are not forgotten.  My hope is that all of you are in a Small Faith Community.  We have a network 
of Small Faith Communities under that name.   We also have Cursillo and Alpha participants who meet in 
small groups.  In Spanish we have Cursillo, Alpha and Conquistando las Naciones para Cristo that also 
meet frequently. There are also class offerings on various topics for adult participants. 

I hear people say “When will we get back to normal?”  That seems to say we will revert to what we had 
before Covid.  I don’t think we will return to things as they were.  Things have changed and this gives us 
a wonderful opportunity to evaluate and adapt.  Our Catholic Faith at its essence does not change but it 
has lived through Aramaic, Greek, and Latin as primary languages and now in countless contemporary 
languages.  It has adapted to feudal societies, democratic societies, and socialist societies.  Adaptation 
may be our greatest strength. 

This will be a good year.  Perfect year?  I doubt it. Easy year? I doubt it. Good year?  I am certain of it. 

Love in Christ, 
Monsignor Dan Stack 
Pastor 


