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Parishioners of Saint Mary’s, I have 3 stories I would like to share with you to offer insights into a 

different way of looking at and experiencing how we pass on our Catholic Christian Faith. 

Kristina is 10 years old. She sits in the front pew of Holy Cross each Sunday with her mother and sings 

her heart out. Kristina sings the entire Gloria by heart! Her youthful voice is heard above all the adults 

as she lifts her soul to God in song and praise. What I witness each Sunday is how for centuries the 

Church has passed on the Christian Faith & her worship to another generation; you participate in it! 

Do you remember who taught you to sing “Happy Birthday”? I expect you can’t because no one person 

did teach you. You and I learned the song by being present at birthday parties over and over and over 

again and absorbing the words, melody and actions. We learned by participation. 

Story 2. One of the most wonderful sights I have ever seen in church is a parent dipping the fingers of 

their child into the waters of the baptismal font and trace the cross on their forehead. As a child grows 

and can reach the font they take on marking themselves with the Cross of Christ. This is the sign that 

we were first marked with on the day of our baptism. We learn through gestures. 

Story 3, a personal story. As children, when my mother began giving my brother and me an allowance, 

she also gave each of us a budget book. In so doing she was teaching us that dealing with money has 

certain responsibilities. The first responsibility she taught was to the church. It was only a quarter, but 

to a child 25 cents [back then!] was a fortune! One day, decades later, my mother made comment 

about my charitable giving. My reply? “Where do you think I learned it from?”  We learn from example. 

Simple gestures, participation, and example have offered the best ways of 

passing on the life style of a Catholic Christian through the ages. Isn’t that 

how Jesus taught? He told stories of men fishing and shepherding and 

women baking bread and cleaning homes. He used examples of parents and 

their children, farmers, and construction workers. Jesus helped a woman 

accused of sin up from the ground and sent her home forgiven and whole. 

He smeared mud on a man’s eyes and restored his sight. Jesus gave thanks 

and passed around fish and loaves to fed hungry people until they were 

satisfied. 

Jesus used everyday situations and relationships, stories, gestures and examples of compassion and 

presence to announce the Kingdom of God among us. Should we not use the same method? Yet 

somewhere in our past we replaced example, presence and gestures with a classroom model which 

emphasized education over experience. Unintentionally we came to think that to follow Jesus meant 

to know about him and the Catholic tradition. But is knowing about a person the same as knowing a 

person?  

Information [Catholic beliefs and moral teachings] is important and necessary but information rarely 

causes anyone to change their lives. What does change people’s lives? Experiences do. Jesus gave 

us experiences of the Kingdom of God and taught us to do likewise. He called us to “Repent!” meaning, 

“Change your life!”  



 

The purpose of following the example of Jesus in our daily lives is to be formed into Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, the role of parents, families and the parish community is to surround our children and 

adults who are seeking God with meaningful experiences, gestures and examples of lived faith. 

I have thought about this for many years. How did the belief of a small group of Galilean men and 

women that a crucified man was the presence of God and was alive in a new and transformed way 

become the belief of the entire Greco-Roman Empire in a short 300 years? It wasn’t because of 

knowledge or the church infrastructure we have today. It was because of experiences of a particular 

lifestyle which included examples such as caring for the sick within the community; treating with 

dignity women, slaves, children and the stranger; and being willing to die for their beliefs.  

Those of us raised in the Catholic Church have experienced the classroom/educational model of 

passing on the faith. But does it adequately address the conversion of heart needed to be a follower of 

Jesus Christ in our contemporary society? I, who was raised in this classroom model and grew up in a 

fishbowl of Polish Catholicism of neighborhood and parish, no longer believe so. Our society, 

neighborhoods and family life are no longer as homogenous and supportive of the Christian Faith as 

they were in the past. Life is more complex and messy. Today, we need to make a purposeful 

commitment to Jesus Christ, his Body, the Church, and to a way of life we call Christian. 

With the pandemic, we could not gather for faith formation or worship. It became, in my view, an 

opportunity to explore returning to the family their rightful place as the first teachers in the ways of 

faith through example [remember my mother and her budget book], gesture [recall the parent 

dipping their child’s hand into the baptismal waters] and presence [Kristina singing her heart out 

alongside her mother].  

We can lament the past with wishful thinking for it to return or we can try 

something new or rather something very ancient to pass on the Catholic Faith 

we cherish to our children and adults seeking God and reconfirm within 

ourselves our beliefs in Jesus Christ. 

For the past year Kate Johnston and I, joined now by Amy Cerosaletti, have 

designed what we call Bite Size Catholic Living. You can check it out on our 

website www.SMCCOneonta.org. In the upper menu CLICK ON Bite Size 

Catholic Living where you will find an intro, methodology and installments which have been sent out 

to families this past year. I invite you to reflect on my stories, insights and your own experiences. I will 

continue this reflection through upcoming homilies. Thank you for your attention. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rev. David Wm. Mickiewicz 

Pastor  
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