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As Kingfishers Catch Fire 
by Gerard Manley Hopkins 

 
As kingfishers catch fire, dragonflies draw flame; 

As tumbled over rim in roundy wells 
Stones ring; like each tucked string tells, each hung bell's 

Bow swung finds tongue to fling out broad its name; 
Each mortal thing does one thing and the same: 

Deals out that being indoors each one dwells; 
Selves — goes itself; myself it speaks and spells, 

Crying What I do is me: for that I came. 
 

I say more: the just man justices; 
Keeps grace: that keeps all his goings graces; 
Acts in God's eye what in God's eye he is — 

Christ — for Christ plays in ten thousand places, 
Lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his 

To the Father through the features of men's faces. 





When we speak of mankind, we must never forget  

the various attacks on the sacredness of human life.  

The Plague of abortion is an attack on life. Allowing our brothers and 

sisters to die on boats in the Strait of Sicily is an attack on life. Dying 

on the job because the minimum safety standards are not respected 

is an attack on life. Death from malnutrition is an attack on life. 

Terrorism, war, violence; so is euthanasia. Loving life means always 

taking care of the other, wanting the best for him, cultivating and 

respecting her transcendent dignity.” 

 

-Pope Francis, Address to Meeting of the Science and Life Association 



Lord Jesus, help us by your grace,  

• To banish fear from our hearts, that we may embrace each of your  

children as our own brother and sister;  

• To welcome migrants and refugees with joy and generosity, while responding to their needs;  

• To realize that you call all people to your holy mountain to learn the ways of peace and 

justice; 

 • To share of our abundance as you spread a banquet before us; 

 • To give witness to your love for all people, as we celebrate the many gifts they bring. 
 

We pray that you protect migrants on their journey, and that give them your divine protection 

and shield them from evil. We ask that you open our hearts so that we may provide 

hospitality for those who come in search of refuge, so that we might welcome them as one of 

our own.  

We pray this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen. 


