
Dear friends of Druid Hills Academy, 

This highly unusual and challenging school year is drawing to a close today! On Wednesday we 
presented Dr. Carla Mathis, Druid Hills Academy principal, with 85 handwritten notes 
of thanks from St. Peter parishioners, one for each teacher and staff member, thanking them 
for going above and beyond for their students and families this year. Each card also contained a 
$30 gift card to Chick-Fil-A. From principal to custodians, teachers and staff weathered this year 
with dedication, hard work and ingenuity.  Many thanks to parishioners Louise Rice, Bill Rice, 
Martha Schmitt, Susie Long, Mary Claire Wall, Becky Herring, Gina Salvati, and Suzanne 
Wittebort who crafted lovely thank-you notes. 

Dr. Mathis expressed great appreciation for our help through the year. She is hopeful that in 
September conditions will return to normal and we'll be able to resume our regular activities in 
the school, including in-person student tutoring.  

Thank you, thank you for your continuing support over this past year. We are praying for a 
healthier, less stressful 2021-2022 school year. 

To sum up, over the past school year St. Peter has supported Druid Hills in several ways, though 
we were not able to be on-site at the school: 

• The St. Peter Summer Youth Group kicked off the year by delivering goody
bags with delicious treats and hand-sewn masks for the teachers and staff as
they returned to school last August.

• St. Peter Sages provided Food Lion gift cards totaling more than $4,500 in
January for Druid Hills families and staff in need

• Through contributions to the Angel Tree, parishioners provided nearly 100
$25 Target and Walmart gift cards for Christmas for struggling families
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• The parish directly provided food and hygiene and cleaning supplies to the 
school that were distributed to families, in installments totaling approximately 
$4,000. 

•  
• Girl Scout leaders Joanne Shea, Brenda Eckmair, Angela Glass and Debbie Taylor 

kept Girl Scout Troop 487 engaged all year with challenging and fun projects and 
outdoor activities, meeting throughout the year in person outdoors or via zoom. 
They went on field trips to the Carolina Raptor Center, the Whitewater Center 
for skating, the Harvey B. Gantt Center, and had a swimming party with the 
Mahogany Mermaids. This summer three scouts will attend a week of overnight 
camp.  St. Peter co-sponsors the troop with Bragg Financial Advisors. 

• Parishioners facilitated three teacher and staff appreciation events with cakes 
and other goodies made by Johnson & Wales students, and also provided funds 
for a bagel brunch during Teacher Appreciation Week in early May. 

• As families suffered under economic pressure, parishioners privately contributed 
to prevent evictions of two families, and paid the utility bill of a family just 
before cut-off.  

• Parishioners Liz Williams, Janet and Rick Pfeiffer and Kay Roderick assisted in 
distributing food at the school during the May Second Harvest drive-
through Pantry Night. 

We are so grateful for all the support from the Sages, the Youth Group, Father Shea, all the St. 
Peter clergy and staff, and all parishioners. You all have been true partners to our partner 
school during a time that we never could have imagined. Thank you! We will keep you informed 
about how things shape up for this fall. 
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