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St. Peter Catholic Church 
Pastoral Council 

Minutes of the March 19, 2020 Meeting 

The Pastoral Council (the Council) of St. Peter Catholic Church (the Parish) held a telephonic 
meeting on March 19, 2020 (due to novel coronavirus). 

Pastoral Council: Fr. James Shea, Fr. John Michalowski, Fr. Jim Bowler, Deacon Jim Bozik, 
Deacon Clarke Cochran, Terrie Morin, Joe Breen, Chris Brown, Moe Cieri, Mike Holland, 
Rick Hudson, Sarah Kernodle, Abbey Kinnaman, Karen Leggio, Michelle Maidt, Tom 
O’Brien, David Schilli, Tracy Stouse. 
Finance Council: Geoff Owen

Call to Order 
David Schilli chaired the meeting and called it to order at 6:02PM. 

Opening Prayer 
Fr. Shea led the opening prayer.  

Minutes of the February 2020 Meeting 
The reading of the minutes of the February 20, 2020 meeting was waived, and the minutes were 
approved as written. 

General Updates and Key Events (Fr. Shea & David Schilli) 

● Mass on Sunday morning (March 15) had less than 25 people in attendance. The Parish 
held its last weekday Mass available to the public on Tuesday (March 17).  The Diocese 
says no Masses until Holy Thursday. Confession is available daily during the week and a 
priest is also available during the day. Joan Guthrie is working hard on social media links to 
Mass and other liturgy options. The priests and deacons are creating YouTube videos for 
distribution two times per week for personal connection with parishioners. 

● The Parish staff is working from home. The Parish office is closed to the public. The 
priests continue to honor appointments and see people, with there being anxiety in 
particular for those planning or having upcoming weddings. 
● Fr. Shea expressed concern over making sure the Parish stays connecting with the 
Senior Sages and asked for guidance from the Pastoral Council on what the Parish should 
be doing. Karen Leggio suggested that, with many ministries are on hiatus, there likely was 
an army of folks willing to help out. Deacon Clarke reported on what a South Bend, IN 
parish was doing:  Its pastoral council led the organization of parish leaders and other 
volunteers to reach out to every parishioner to ask three basic questions: how are you 
doing, do you need anything, and do you know anyone who needs anything, because the 
parish is here to help. Following a robust discussion with a lot of great ideas, a sub-group 
was formed to continue to organize connecting with Senior Sages (who number about 
200): identifying leaders to organize the outreach (Joe Breen, Louise Rice and Susie Long); 
identify and maintain a list of possible resources (Michelle Maidt and Joan Guthrie); 
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prepare questions to ask the Sages (David Schilli); work on after-the-call support (Karen 
Leggio); and organize parishioners, starting with the 20’s/30’s group, willing to volunteer 
time to assist the Sages with their needs (Abbey Kinnaman). The overall objective is for the 
Parish to provide service support for Sages reluctant to leave their homes, but not financial 
support. In appropriate circumstances, the Parish may be able to provide small amounts of 
financial support (less than $100). If more is requested, the Parish would need to know in 
advance. The sub-group will have a follow-up call on Friday (March 20) at 5:00pm.

● Day of Service (DOS):  (Fr. Shea) 
○ Despite Karen Leggio’s great efforts to ensure the DOS would continue this year, 

the novel coronavirus will cause the DOS not to occur this year. 
○ The Parish is going to seek to re-deploy that volunteer corps, along with others, to 

help the Parish stay connected with the Senior Sages and assist them with any needs 
they may have. 

Finance Committee update: (Geoff Owen) 

 Geoff reported the following: 
o February numbers were very good, $12K above budget. 
o Operating reserves were getting a little bigger than typical because of known 

upcoming expenses. 
o The Finance Council will devote time at its March 31 meeting to discuss impact of 

cost-cutting measures that are being implemented. 
o The Parish is going to communicate on social media to express its gratitude for 

giving and tactfully to remind parishioners the importance of continuing to give 
because the Parish is still there and it has continuing obligations. 

o The Parish is going to continue to encourage online giving, with the right 
messaging, but also provide parishioners with the necessary information to allow 
them to mail contributions. 

 The Diocese is working on trying to help parishes financially, particularly those that are not 
as financially well-off, relatively speaking.

 The Finance Council will consider meeting more frequently than just monthly, if needed, 
but the Finance Chair will increase the frequency of communications with the Finance 
Council.

Commissions and Council Dialogue 
● Liturgy Commission: 

• There will be no Masses until Holy Thursday, at the earliest. Accordingly, even 
though it’s ready for distribution, the new liturgical schedule will remain on hold for 
now. The big issue over Easter weekend relates to the 4 RCIA candidates, so the Parish 
likely will have what amounts to a private Mass for the candidates, sponsors, families, a 
priest and deacon.

• Bill Rainey is on sick-leave, so a lot of the Parish staff is taking on the work to organize 
the music and staffing, as may be needed.

• The Parish continues to take the Eucharist to the homebound, a ministry led by Jeff 
Chapman. That ministry is not expanding the people it serves because of the increasing 
number of folks who are homebound due to the novel coronavirus.

• The Church is open from 10:00am - 1:00pm during the week, with a priest available for 
confession starting at 12:00 Noon. The Parish is celebrating Mass shortly after 1:00 for 
the community, with no more than 10 in attendance.
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Closing Prayer: Fr. Shea offered a closing prayer. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 7:28 PM. 




