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Ground Rules

 Because of large numbers: all participants will be 
muted and video turned off

 Use Chat to write questions, make comments, and 
share ideas

 Questions and comments from registration forms through 
9/18 will be addressed

 We will NOT be discussing particular candidates or political 
parties

 Finish by 8:30

 Slides and recording will be posted on St. Peter 
website



 Catholic Social Teaching (CST), Prudential 

Judgment, and Voting

 Comments, Questions, Ideas

 Obstacles to integrating life of faith with 

political participation

 Comments, Questions, Ideas

 NOT the plan: Debate Presidential voting

 Many, many offices up for election

 No revelation of my vote preference

This Evening’s 

Plan



Where We 

Begin



Why insert religion into political things?

Church & State > institutions

Separation keeps each out of the internal 

business of the other

Faith/Religion generate individual and 

collection decisions regarding our 

common social, economic, and public life 

Hence: Faith/Religion NOT separate from 

politics

Participant Question: How does this presentation account for 

the American ideal of separation of church and state?



“A just society must be the 

achievement of politics, not of the 

Church. Yet the promotion of 

justice … is something which 

concerns the Church deeply.” 

--Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est, §28a

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-

SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Benedict_XVI
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


God created us for community

 Joy in fellowship with others and with creation

 Family, friends, towns, cities, clubs, nations

 Communities of faith > churches and congregations

 Christ desires that we help to build a civilization 
of love

 Recognition of mutual brotherhood and sisterhood

 Mutual service

 Community requires structure

 Structure > common good and justice



Definitions

 Community – persons sharing a common life

 Politics 

 Activities associated with governance of community, 
especially debate or conflict among individuals or 
parties to establish their right to govern

 Democracy

 System of government by whole population or 
through elected representatives.

 Small “d” democratic politics > 

 Skills, techniques, & norms that maintain and enhance 
operation of democracies



Catholic Social 

Teaching (CST):
Principles derived from 

Gospel and human reason 

to discern right and wrong 

in law, public policy, and 

political life

 Violence should be resisted at 

every turn

 Lives of most vulnerable, 

especially the defenseless, have 

priority

 Resist language, practices, and 

social structures that hide the full 

reality of the marginalized

 Demonstrate mutuality – for all 

persons current & future – and 

for all created order



MAJOR OBSTACLES TO LIVING THEM

IN PUSH/PULL OF POLITICAL LIFE

Simple 
principles, 
but….



Good intentions overwhelmed by

 Anger, fear, violence, prejudice, jealousy

Desire for wealth and power

 Fueled by:

 Misinformation

 Overwhelming complexity

 In groups versus out groups

 Us versus Them

 Lies and distortion

 In short….

 SIN



“Catholics can sometimes be seen as 

politically homeless. As people with this 

beautiful consistency of protecting human 

life and dignity across the whole spectrum, 

we are left feeling not all that comfortable 

with any party platform. It’s important to 

keep in mind that we want our faith to lead 

us to our political views, as opposed to our 

political allegiances leading us to our moral 

beliefs, which we see happening a lot in this 

political climate.



“The beauty of detachment comes in recognizing 

our attachments and being able to set them aside 

in humility, asking ourselves primarily what is best 

for our human communities right now. What does 

our country, state or smaller community need to 

ensure the good of all? It takes some real spiritual 

maturity to say, ‘I can put my party allegiance 

aside and really think about what is the best vision 

forward.’”  (Mike Jordan Laskey, senior communications manager, Jesuit 

Conference of Canada and United States)



Catholic Social 
Teaching, Prudential 
Judgment 
(Conscience 
Formation) & Voting



Participant Question: Does the Roman Catholic Church endorse US 

presidential candidates or allow clergy to publicly express their 

support for a candidate? Example - priest Expressing support in a 

homily or nun at a convention. 

 Should: Pray & Educate

 Should not: Endorse candidates/parties

 Or strongly “hint” or “suggest”

 Or distribute one-sided “Catholic Voter Guides”

 Endorsing splits dioceses and parishes

 Suggests “good” and “bad” Catholics

 Political action is the realm of the laity

 Convention prayers – not forbidden, but…



Neither Red 

nor Blue!

 “We bishops do not intend to tell

Catholics for whom or against

whom to vote.” (#7)

 “The direct duty to work for a just

ordering of society is proper to

the lay faithful.” (#15, quoting

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI)

 “The Church is involved in the

political process but is not

partisan. The Church cannot

champion any candidate or

party.” (#58)



Participant Question: Since neither party lives up to the Catholic 

teachings completely, how does one discern which values are 

more important than others?

 “The Church equips members…to

develop a well-formed conscience”

(#17)

 “And by encouraging its members to

develop the virtue of prudence” (#19)

 Prudence = Virtue that guides

movement from principles to particular

decisions in particular circumstances



PRUDENCE: Synthesizes sources & applies them to 
specific questions/decisions

Revelation 
& Church 
Teaching

Reason

Science –
physical 

and social

Experience 
& Situational 
Awareness

Evidence related to 

issue at hand



 Limited choices

No viable third parties in American public life

“Winner take all” elections

Uncertainty of result

Depends on many other persons’ decisions

2-6 year terms of office

Voting > Application of Prudence & Conscience



The Voting Decision: Conscience & Prudence

 THREE CONSIDERATIONS: ANY election

 Not just 2020

 Not just Presidency

1. Issue Positions of Candidates and/or Parties

 Positions themselves

 Positions “in play”

 Office(s) being contested

 Likely agenda for next 2 or 4 or 6 years

 Likelihood of success re: implementing “good” or avoiding
“bad” positions



2. Candidates

 Character as a democratic leader

 Willingness to pursue the Common Good

 Competence to pursue Common Good



3. Effect on Democratic Institutions

 Which candidate/party most likely to

enhance democratic institutions &

citizenship?

 Institutional Trust at all-time low

 Civility: indispensable democratic virtue

 Summer 2020: fragility of American public life



What about the “preeminence” of abortion?

Your Questions:

Please dive in detail into the deep core value of "Respect of Life" from 

conception until death. 

Should Catholics focus on only one issue, abortion, or a full range of moral 

and social issues from hunger to housing, education, etc?

What if both presidential candidates don’t show true respect for all life 

(from conception to natural death)? 

What is the best way to respond to the abortion issue?



Bishops do 

not make it 

easy.

Nor should it 

be!

 #30 cites Vatican Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith

 “It must be noted also that a well-
formed Christian conscience does not
permit one to vote for a political
program or an individual law which
contradicts the fundamental contents
of faith and morals. The Christian faith
is an integral unity, and thus it is
incoherent to isolate some particular
element to the detriment of the whole
of Catholic doctrine. A political
commitment to a single isolated
aspect of the Church’s social doctrine
does not exhaust one’s responsibility
toward the common good.”

 (Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the
Participation of Catholics in Political Life,no.4)



34. Catholics often face difficult choices about how to vote. This is why it is so

important to vote according to a well-formed conscience that perceives the

proper relationship among moral goods. A Catholic cannot vote for a

candidate who favors a policy promoting an intrinsically evil act, such as

abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, deliberately subjecting workers or the

poor to subhuman living conditions, redefining marriage in ways that violate its

essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the voter’s intent is to support that

position. In such cases, a Catholic would be guilty of formal cooperation in

grave evil. At the same time, a voter should not use a candidate’s opposition

to an intrinsic evil to justify indifference or inattentiveness to other important

moral issues involving human life and dignity.

35. There may be times when a Catholic who rejects a candidate’s

unacceptable position even on policies promoting an intrinsically evil act may

reasonably decide to vote for that candidate for other morally grave reasons.

Voting in this way would be permissible only for truly grave moral reasons, not

to advance narrow interests or partisan preferences or to ignore a
fundamental moral evil.



42. As Catholics we are not single-issue

voters. A candidate’s position on a single

issue is not sufficient to guarantee a voter’s

support. Yet if a candidate’s position on a

single issue promotes an intrinsically evil act,

such as legal abortion, redefining marriage

in a way that denies its essential meaning, or

racist behavior, a voter may legitimately

disqualify a candidate from receiving

support.



Other Questions

 Can there be compromise on “Intrinsic Evils,”

such as abortion?

 Aren’t they “non-negotiable”?

 But what about rape and incest; maternal life?

 St. Thomas Aquinas – Not every immoral action

should be forbidden by law

 Contemporary example: adultery

 Politics and law directly concern public rules

related to immoral actions

 Not directly the actions themselves

 Other “intrinsic evils”: fornication, terrorism,
torture, racism, targeting of civilians in war



Other Questions

 Objection: Catholics are only “pro-life” when it

comes to unborn babies!

 “How do we reconcile our faith with supporting a

pro-choice candidate who is also an advocate

for other critical social issues as opposed to

voting on the single issue of pro-life.”

 Social support – health insurance, income, child

care – major effect on abortion rates

 Bishops – all life issues are connected > affirm

Consistent Ethic of Life (#25; 40)

 Pope Francis (Gaudete et Exsultate, #101)



Finally

 “Why do many Catholics approach voting based
solely on a single issues of life (i.e. pro-life) seemingly
making that important than other issues such as anti-
death penalty, care for the poor, and the
environment? This is one our family struggles with.”

 Never ignore any life issue

Coronavirus pandemic is a LIFE ISSUE

Climate Change is a LIFE ISSUE

Racism as well

 Ask:

Which life issue(s) are most at stake in a particular
office?



Remember Voter decision is the LAITY’S

Conscience

Prudence

Neither you nor I nor clergy

can judge anyone’s well-

formed conscience



Instead: 

Three 

“Ds”

 Dialogue

 With Jesus in prayer

 With others of like or

different mind

 Discernment

 Detachment



Practicalities of Voting: November 3rd

 How to vote in Mecklenburg County – presentation 

by Director of County Board of Elections

 Including information on mail-in/absentee voting

 https://www.stpeterscatholic.org/get-involved

 Want a Sample Ballot for your address?

 https://www.nc.gov/services/voter-lookup-sample-ballot

 Click on link to enter your voter information

 Receive sample ballot tailored to your specific district

 Your party registration is irrelevant in General 

Election

https://www.stpeterscatholic.org/get-involved
https://www.nc.gov/services/voter-lookup-sample-ballot
https://www.stpeterscatholic.org/get-involved
https://www.nc.gov/services/voter-lookup-sample-ballot


Your 
Questions, 
Comments, & 
Ideas



Part 2: 

Obstacles to 

Living Catholic 

Social 

Teaching



1st Obstacle: 

Misunderstanding CST

 IDEOLOGY

 All-encompassing systems of social, 

political, and economic analysis

 Ready-made & simple solutions

 Ideology competes with CST for 

Catholic allegiance

 At its worst, Ideology co-opts

Catholics

 Don’t be an ism-ist!



2nd Obstacle: American culture

 Culture of individual self-creation

 “expressive individualism” 

 “My body; my choice!”

A “pro-choice” woman (abortion)

A “pro-choice” man (masks)

 Relativism:

 I determine what science is believable

 Vaccines

 Climate change

 Personhood of child in womb



“All one’s ways are pure in one’s 
own eyes, but the measurer of 
motives is the Lord.” (Proverbs 
16: 2)

Too often we define God in our own image, 

so that we can do what we want, 

regardless of needs of other persons or 

common good of the community.



American economic culture

 Dogmatic Free Market ideology

 Justifying vast inequalities of income and wealth

 “Winner take all” economy

ALL areas of life seen in competitive, market terms

 Consumption economy

 Comfort for me and you

 Consequences for our “common home”

 Consequences for our souls

 Result >>>>>



“Throwaway 

Culture”

Death as a solution to 

problems

Abortion

Euthanasia

Capital punishment

War

Environmental pillage

Disposable employees



3rd Obstacle to Implementing CST: 

American Tribalism



Rise of Partisanship



Why?

 New tribalism: Feeling & Identity based

 Solidarity against threat posed by the OTHER

 “Ordinary” Americans

 Resentment against portrayal as Yahoos devoted to God and Guns

 Scorn for media and intellectual and professional elites

 Resentment at “meritocratic hubris”

 “Progressive” Americans 

 Identity based on toleration, respect for difference, intellectual 

achievement

 Scorn for climate or COVID “deniers”

 “Believe the science!”



4th Obstacle:

The Church Itself

 Sex abuse scandal

 No effective communication of 

CST to laity

 E.g., Open Wide Our Hearts: A 

Pastoral Against Racism (2018)

 Engagement with parish & 

diocese NOT high on family list 

of priorities



Warfare Among 

Catholics

 Labeling – “those kinds of 

Catholics”

 Catholics in name only

 Liturgy wars



Signs of Hope

 Too much “gloom & doom”?

 Most Americans capable of sacrifice for 
Common Good

 Staying home more

 Even at cost of livelihoods and comfort

 Widespread mask usage

 Integrated marches for racial justice

 Courageous Catholics > Dr. Anthony Fauci
(NIAID); Dr. Robert Redfield (CDC)



Remember!

 Cultural diseases will NOT be 

cured or much alleviated by 

voting

 Voting is easy

 Citizenship demands more

 Study

 Petitioning

 Civic engagement

 “Can We Talk?” > Presentation on 

October 1st



“Catholics can sometimes be seen as 

politically homeless. As people with this 

beautiful consistency of protecting human 

life and dignity across the whole spectrum, 

we are left feeling not all that comfortable 

with any party platform. It’s important to 

keep in mind that we want our faith to lead 

us to our political views, as opposed to our 

political allegiances leading us to our moral 

beliefs, which we see happening a lot in this 

political climate.



“The beauty of detachment comes in recognizing 

our attachments and being able to set them aside 

in humility, asking ourselves primarily what is best 

for our human communities right now. What does 

our country, state or smaller community need to 

ensure the good of all? It takes some real spiritual 

maturity to say, ‘I can put my party allegiance 

aside and really think about what is the best vision 

forward.’”  (Mike Jordan Laskey, senior communications manager, Jesuit 

Conference of Canada and United States)



 USCCB “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship”

 https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-

citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf

 Ignatian Guide to Civic Engagement

 https://www.jesuits.org/our-work/justice-and-ecology/take-action-

2/civic-engagement/

 Diocese of Manchester, New Hampshire

 https://www.catholicnh.org/community/public-issues/voting

 Ignatian Solidarity Network

 https://ignatiansolidarity.net/voting-is-an-act-of-love

 Series of articles in America Magazine

 https://www.americamagazine.org/election2020

Some Resources: 

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf
https://www.jesuits.org/our-work/justice-and-ecology/take-action-2/civic-engagement/
https://www.catholicnh.org/community/public-issues/voting
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/voting-is-an-act-of-love
https://www.americamagazine.org/election2020


THANK YOU!

Questions, 

Comments, 

Ideas?




