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HEBREW 
SCRIPTURES/OLD 
TESTAMENT 

Scripture =  a living, dynamic experience of 
God’s self-revelation 

Revelation = Not propositions, but 
God’s gift of God’s own SELF in the 
experience of a people 

TRUTH of God’s presence, rather than truths 
about God 

God’s living WORD, not a collection of words 



THE STORY OF GOD’S COVENANT RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD’S PEOPLE 

Two Central Events in 
Israel’s memory and 

history:  

1. Exodus from Egypt & 
settlement in the Land (c. 
13th cent. BCE) 

2. Exile in Babylon: loss & 
return to Land (6th cent. 
BCE) 

“God (YHWH) with us” 
acting in history 

A “testament” or 
“covenant” (before any 

writing) 

a commitment, a relationship, a 
bond 

• Noah (Genesis 6) 

• Abraham (Genesis 15 & 17) 

• Moses and all of Israel (Exodus 
19 & 34) [c. 1250 BCE] 

• “I will be your God and you will 
be my people” 

Jeremiah could speak of a 
“new covenant” in heart 

[late 600s BCE] 



FROM 
TRADITION 
TO 
“SCRIPTURE” 

Oral traditions about covenant experience with God 

preserved in written form.  

 Prayers, Poetry, Songs 

 Legends and folk tales 

 Stories of Origins 

Genealogies 

 Law Codes 

Court histories 

 Prophetic oracles 

Wisdom sayings 

Old Testament AND individual books are “collages” (R. 

Alter) 

 



THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES 

Eventually collected as Israel’s Scriptures  

Began to come together in late 6th century BCE, after Exile in Babylon  

Torah  T > Foundation of Jewish Faith 

 “Law” or “teaching”  

 “Pentateuch” (Greek) = Five Books 

 CSB Reader’s Guide, 87): “Torah proposes a way of life through story and law, 

which is then narrated and judged as lived or rejected in the history of the 

national life on the land.” 

 Prophets (Nevi’im) N 

Writings  (Ketuvim) K         

  TaNaK 



TANAK 

Torah  

Prophets 
(Nevi’im) 

Writings 
(Ketuvim) 

• Torah 

• Genesis through Deuteronomy (1st five books) 

• Prophets 

• Former: Joshua, Judges, 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings 

• Latter prophets: 

• Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 

• The Twelve: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

• Writings 

• Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, 

Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, 

Nehemiah, 1-2 Chronicles 



THE 
SEPTUAGINT 
(LXX) 
 

Translated books into Greek in the Jewish Diaspora 

 c. 250 BCE in Alexandria, Egypt 

 Added writings not previously in Hebrew 

 Tobit, Judith, additions to Esther, 1-2 Maccabees, 

Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus (Sirach), Baruch, additions to 

Daniel, others 

 These ARE included in RC & Orthodox Bibles 

 NOT included in Protestant Bibles; often in “Apocrypha” 

section 

A different arrangement 

  Pentateuch (Torah) 

  Historical Books 

  Psalms & Wisdom 

  Prophets 

 



TORAH – HEART OF OLD TESTAMENT 

• God’s challenge & Israel’s response 

• Rosenberg: Key problem is continuity of generations — hence, focus on 

families (houses) 

• Hence: Constant back & forth reference in OT 

• Wildavsky: Key problem is obedience v. idolatry 

• Garden: place of promise & temptation (like Egypt) 

• Promised Land: promise & temptation 



TEN “THEMES” OF TORAH (CSB, RG 97-98) 

• Creation establishes a good world 

• God has blessed human life 

• Humanity has a tendency to sin 

• God delivers from all evil 

• God fulfills the promises 

• Covenant binds Israel to God 

• Law expresses Israel’s bond to God 

• Worship is praise is Thank You 

• Religious life is life in community 

• God directs all of history 



SPECIAL ISSUES 

• Moses as author of Torah? (RG, 95-96) 

 

• A Note on “Contradictions” 

• See TWO Genesis creation stories 

• Double and triple versions of same story/event 

• See Alter on 1 Sam 17:55 



THE BOOK OF 
GENESIS 



KATE CAMPBELL, “GENESIS BLUES” 

They say God Walked in the garden Between the Tigris 

And Euphrates 

They say God Walked in the garden  Between the Tigris 

And Euphrates  

But we all know that Eden Is down In the delta south of 

Memphis 

 

Eve and Adam ate the apple Stood there naked in the 

sun 

Eve and Adam ate the apple Stood there naked in the 

sun 

But when God Came looking for them 

Oh, they knew What they had done 

 

Jesus is Lord of picayune And Mississippi welcomes you 

Jesus is Lord of picayune And Mississippi welcomes you 

Just remember When you're passing thru 

Everything started With the blues 

 

There's a place That they call witchdance  

Where not one Blade of grass will grow  

There's a place That they call witchdance  

Where not one  Blade of grass will grow  

Something awful bad Went down there  

Or so the story goes 
 

 

 

You can read All about it On a sign By the side of the road 

You can read All about it On a sign By the side of the road 

But sometimes the way Things happened  

Ain't the way The story's told 

 

Jesus is Lord of picayune And Mississippi welcomes you 

Jesus is Lord of picayune And Mississippi welcomes you 

Just remember When you're passing thru 

Everything started With the blues 

 

He broke his nehi bottle And laid it cross the strings 

He broke his nehi bottle And laid it cross the strings 

Then he took that sears And roebuck silvertone 

And really made That guitar sing 

 

That's all right mama Any way you do 

That's all right now mama Any ole way you do 

We all feel it too  

Cause everything started With the blues 



Approximate Dates 
• Patriarchs & Matriarchs (1850-1250 BCE) 

•  Exodus, Wanderings, Settlement (1250-1130 

BCE) 

• Judges (1130-1020 BCE) 

• Monarchy (House of David) (1020-587 BCE) 

• Exile, Return, Rebuilding (587-332 BCE) 

• Greek Conquest (332-39 BCE) 

• Roman Conquest (39 BCE – 100 CE) 



GEOGRAPHY — PLACES, DISTANCES  
 

Tiny, tiny! 



OVERVIEW OF GENESIS 

• Prologue & Primeval History: Creation, Fall, Flood (Ch 1-11) 

• Abraham & Sarah: Promise of Son; Promise of Land; Covenant (Ch 12-25) 

• Isaac & Rebekah (Ch 24-27) 

• Jacob, Rachel, & Leah (Ch 27-36) 

• Joseph; Israel comes to Egypt (Ch 37-50) 

 



SOURCE CRITICISM 
(CSB, RG 92-93) 

• Yahwist (J source) 

• Elohist (E source) 

• Deuteronomist (D source) 

• Priestly (P source) 

• Note (RG 91): NAB renders “Yahweh” by LORD & “Elohim” by GOD (JB uses 

YAHWEH & GOD) 

• See Alter, The Five Books of Moses, xlv-xlvi, for same conclusion 

• Carefully assembled “collage”;  WHOLE governs the parts 



HOW DO WE 
READ/UNDERSTAND A 
COLLAGE LIKE 
GENESIS? 

TRUTH ≠ accuracy of historical assertions 

TRUTH ≠ accuracy of predictions (millennialism) 

 

TRUTH = reality of human condition in relation to self, others, and God 



A NOTE ON “MYTH” 

Does NOT mean 
“falsehood” or “lie” 

Myth attempts to address most serious questions 
in human life (why things are the way they are) 

in the form of a story 



• Thoughts? 

• Comments? 

• Questions? 

• Handouts: 

• Timeline 

• Spring Bible Study Schedule 


