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St. Peter Catholic Church 
Pastoral Council 

Minutes of the October 20, 2022 
Meeting 

Via Hybrid (Live & Zoom) 
 
 

The Pastoral Council (the Council) of St. Peter Catholic Church (the Parish) held a virtual and 
live meeting on October 20, 2022, using Google Zoom as well as Council members meeting at 
our offices at St. Benedict Hall. 

 
Pastoral Council members: Fr. Tim Stephens (Pastor), Tracy Stouse (Chair), Keith Butler 
(Vice Chair), Matthew Springman (Immediate Past Chair), Moe Cieri (Secretary), Dan 
Miller, Susan Long, Andie Anselmi, Michelle Maidt, Helen Katz, David Dorsch, Joshua 
Farnsworth, Ali Buck 
  
Ex-Officio Participants: Fr. John Michalowski, Deacon Jim Bozik, Deacon Clarke Cochran, 
Terrie Morin (Staff), Nick D’Angelo (Finance Council Representative) 

 
Call to Order 
Tracy chaired the meeting and called it to order at 5:30PM.  
 
Opening Prayer 
Tracy led the opening prayer. 

 
Minutes of the September 15, 2022 Pastoral Council meeting 
The September 15, 2022 minutes were reviewed. Upon motion and duly seconded, the minutes 
of the September 15, 2022 meeting were approved. 
 
Michelle raised the topic of whether the term Non-Voting participants is an appropriate term 
versus Ex-Officio. The Executive Committee and Fr. Tim will review the Bi-Laws and report 
back at the next meeting. 

 
General Updates and Group Discussion 
 
• Re-Engagement/Time & Talent (All):  

Tracy opened the discussion topic asking for feedback from each of the Council members on 
what they are hearing either through their respective ministries or in general. Below are 
Council member’s feedback:  

- There was a lively discussion regarding the “Women’s Night Out” event that took 
place on October 12 held in Benedict Hall. 

- Michelle reported there were ~46 participants. 
- Many participants reported meeting each other for the first time while others 

mentioned not having seen each other for the past several years due to COVID.  
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- The discussion included how long they have been parishioners of St. Peter, which 
parish were they previously with before joining St. Peter, and the various church 
groups/ministries in which they participate. This ensued additional discussion where 
there was keen interest in the joining the work of our Refugee Resettlement ministry. 

- Doneata was also able to recruit a sponsor for RCIA. 
- Michelle and Andie mentioned the richness of the dialogue due to the 

intergenerational number of participants. Mention was made to extend invitations to 
members of the 20s/30s ministry. 

- Many participants commented that they would like to participate in future Women’s 
Night Out events. 

- Regarding the re-engagement of our Sages group, Susie mentioned that as many as 20 
sages do not use computers. 

- Dan mentioned that Liturgy added a few more ushers. Fr. Brian Konzman’s visit was 
originally targeting the Liturgical ministry but was opened up to all parishioners. There 
were ~35 attendees.  

- For the “Theology on Tap” event at Heist Brewery with Fr. Konzman, we had 
between 32-35 participants. 

- Andie reported on several in person and virtual events including the Birds of Costa 
Rica hosted by Deacon Clarke Cochran, the Autumn Equinox Harvest Event (~20 
attendees). Andie also mentioned several upcoming engagement events including the 
Human Trafficking seminar; Our Lady of Consolation (November 6 at St. Peter) 
which includes a reception following the 5PM Mass; a Racial Healing Service; and a 
Druid Hills School 12-year partnership event on November 19. 

- To date, the parish office received roughly 31 online forms all of which were funneled 
to the various ministries. 

- As a way of helping parishioners better align their interests/skills, a recommendation 
was made to offer the “Finding Your Strengths Program” either virtually or in-person. 

- Although many of the re-engagement themes contemplate in-person meetings, 
Deacon Clarke reminded us that we need to think about how parishioners want to be 
engaged and what engagement means to them. 

- Finally, several Council members hailed the demographic data document as incredibly 
useful and informative. There will be additional discussion on how best to leverage 
this information. 

 

• Universal Apostolic Preferences (UAP) 
Tracy opened the conversation regarding the upcoming meeting in Raleigh on October 29 
(Tracy shared the names of the parishioners who will join she and Fr. Tim at the meeting.) Fr. 
Tim then provided a history and summery of Universal Apostolic Preferences/Planning: 

- The Society of Jesus’ strategic Planning process began in 2017. 
- The Preferences, which emanated from a bottoms-up approach (as opposed the 

Preferences coming directly from the Pope) were then sent to the Secretary General 
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who then presented them to the Pope for approval. As a reminder, the four 
Preferences are: 

 To show the way to God through the Spiritual Exercises and 
discernment; 

 To walk with the poor, the outcasts of the world, those whose dignity 
has been violated, in a mission of reconciliation and justice;  

 To accompany young people in the creation of a hope-filled future; 
 To collaborate in the care of our Common Home. 

- All four are linked and interdependent of each other. They are grounded in the spiritual 
exercises and the four cannot be taken in isolation. 

- The Preferences are outwardly focused for the future and are all action oriented. 

Apostolic Planning is the next step: 

- Inviting lay parishioners in the conversation to help drive this initiative forward, asking 
“where do you see these four Preferences fitting in to our parish life and what/how is 
the Holy Spirit directing us?” 

- There will be a report that will be created as a result of the October 29 meeting. 
- SJ Pastors will be there to listen to what the lay community has to say and 

contemplating what is possibly not being said. 
- The outcomes will allow for a forward-looking method on how we evaluate 

information which in turn should inform us on how to be a better parish. As a result 
of the October 29 meeting, decisions will be made based on the Preferences. We will 
then need to determine how best educate parishioners.  

- Worth noting: The Jesuit East Provincial has 600 Priests and roughly 33% are under 
the age of 65. This roughly 200 SJs will be the owners of the eventual plan. 
 

Finance Council update (Nick) 
 
Review of the August 2022 Budget:  

 

- Revenues were at $157.6K and expenses came in at $149.7K ($8K favorable). 

- YTD revenue at $317K Vs. $282.6K expenses for a $34.4K favorability. 
- Operating reserves were at 7.7 months. 

- DSA: As of 8/30/22, we collected $212K with $8K in pledges still outstanding, 
bringing us to $13.5K over our assessment (which will be returned to St. Peter).   

- St. Peter received our assessment for the Priest’s Retirement Fund - $53,600. We have 
collected $30K so far. Fr. Tim and Nick reminded the Council that these are 
assessments by the Diocese that must be paid. The DSA will return any amounts over 
the assessment, however the same is not true of the Priests’ Retirement Fund. 

- A question was asked about Tithing where it was clarified that St. Peter is back at the 
10% level.  
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Commissions and Council Dialogue 
(Covered during the Re-Engagement and Time/Talent discussion) 

• Campus & Facilities  
• Communications & Evangelization 
• Parish Life 
• Social Justice & Community Outreach  
• 20s-30s Young Adult Ministry  
• Liturgical Committee  
• Education & Faith Formation 

 

• Pastor’s Comments 

- Fr. Tim covered the Apostolic Preferences/Planning earlier in the meeting. 

- Please continue to pray for Bill Rainey. He is at home. Fr. Tim appreciates all who are 
stepping up to help in Bill’s absence including Kathleen in coordinating the cantor 
schedule and the two temporary organists. 

- There will be no Garden of Eatn’ this weekend. Scott will be out of town for a 
wedding, and we do not have a backup for his leadership role which raised the issue 
on whether our Commission/Ministry leaders have adequate back-up for the short 
term and possibly consider succession plans for the long term. 

- We have a few recommendations for the Parish Council At-Large openings. The 
executive council will review/vet the names. We are also looking at a few of the 
“target age” members of the Apostolic Planning participants as possible candidates. 

- We will shortly be announcing the Mass times for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
Christmas Eve falls on a Saturday this year. The Carolina Panthers are playing a home 
game at 1PM. To avoid any traffic issues, the Christmas Eve mass schedule will be 
as follows: 

5PM Mass in the church (overflow in Biss Hall); 5:30 Mass in Benedict Hall 

7PM Mass in the church (overflow in Biss Hall); 7:30 Mass in Benedict Hall 

10PM Prelude with 10:30PM Mass in the church (doors to the garage are locked at 
Midnight) 
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The Christmas Day mass schedule will be as follows: 

7:30 AM (church and overflow in Biss Hall) 

9 AM (church and overflow in Biss Hall) 

10:30 AM (church and overflow in Biss Hall) 

RITI update:  
Matt mentioned that February 28th is the date that the joint Pastoral Council and Finance Council will 
be asked to staff/support the Room In The Inn in Biss Hall. A sign-up sheet will be forthcoming 
closer to the date. 

 
 
Consolations:  
The team shared numerous consolations. There were no desolations. 

 
Keith presided over our closing prayer. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Moe Cieri, Secretary 
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