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“Who Are My 
Brothers and Sisters?

Being the
Good Samaritan

in Today’s World.”
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In the face of so much pain and 
suffering, our only course is to 
imitate the Good Samaritan. Any 
other decision would make us 
either one of the robbers or one 
of those who walked by without 
showing compassion for the 
sufferings of the man on the 
roadside.



Fratelli Tutti #1
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St. Francis of Assisi…”calls for 
a love that transcends the 
barriers of geography and 
distance, and declares blessed 
all those who love their 
brother ‘as much when he is 
far away from him as when he 
is with him’.”



Fratelli Tutti #39
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Migrants are not seen as 
entitled like others to 
participate in the life of 
society, and it is forgotten 
that they possess the same 
intrinsic dignity as any 
person. 
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When a stranger dwells
among you in your land, you 
are not to maltreat him...you 
shall love him like yourself, 
for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt…

Leviticus 19: 33-34
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Do not neglect to 

show hospitality to 

strangers, for thereby 

some have 

entertained angels 

unawares.
Hebrews 13:2
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For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, a 

stranger and you 
welcomed me…

Matthew 25:35
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No one should be 
indifferent to the 

conditions of multitudes 
of immigrants! 

St. John Paul II
December 15, 2003
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All, therefore, belong to one 

family, migrants and the local 

populations that welcome 

them, and all have the same 

right to enjoy the goods of 

the earth whose destination 

is universal…

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

September 27, 2010
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If every human being 
possesses an inalienable 
dignity, if all people are 
my brothers and sisters, 
and if the world truly 
belongs to everyone, then 
it matters little whether 
my neighbour was born in 
my country or elsewhere.



Fratelli Tutti #129
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Our response to the arrival of 
migrating persons can be 
summarized by four words: 
welcome, protect, promote 
and integrate.



What is a refugee?
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A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee 
his or her country because of persecution, war or 
violence. A refugee has a well-founded fear of 
persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
political opinion or membership in a particular social 
group.

UNHCR



UNHCR Figures at a Glance
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Global Crisis
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• 60% of refugees live in urban areas.

• Estimated average length of 

displacement is 10 – 20 years.

• Less than 1% of refugees were 

resettled to a country like the U.S, last 

year.

• The U.S. reduced refugee admissions 

from an average of 80K to 15K for 

FY21. President Biden has promised 

125K.



Impact on Children
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40% of all displaced people are 

children.

More than half of all refugee children 

are not in school.

Refugee children are 5 times more 

likely to be out of school than non-

refugee children.

• 63% have access to primary school

• 24% have access to secondary school 

• 3% have access to tertiary education
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Chad



US/Mexico Border
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COVID 19
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Jesuit Refugee Service
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Yet let us not do this alone, as individuals. The Samaritan discovered an innkeeper 
who would care for the man; we too are called to unite as a family that is stronger

than the sum of small individual members.
Fratelli Tutti #78



Accompaniment & Reconciliation
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Mental Health & Psychosocial Support
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Integrated

Independent



Education
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Early Childhood

Primary

Secondary

Post-Secondary

Higher Education



Livelihoods
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Market-based

Digital

Mentoring



Advocacy
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Supporting 

Refugees Voices 

Globally

Advocacy in the 

U.S. 
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The decision to include or 
exclude those lying wounded 
along the roadside can serve 
as a criterion for judging 
every economic, political, 
social and religious project. 



What Can You Do to Support Refugees? 

#Do1Thing

• Pray in Solidarity: Join JRS/USA in our Lenten challenge, 400 Minutes 4 Refugees, by 

offering moments of your day to prayer, fasting, and almsgiving in solidarity with 

refugees. The challenge starts on Ash Wednesday, February 17. 

www.jrsusa.org/400minutes

• Stay Updated: Sign up to receive the JRS/USA monthly newsletter. 

www.jrsusa.org/signup

http://www.jrsusa.org/400minutes
http://www.jrsusa.org/signup


What You Can Do...
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#Do1Thing

• Share - Follow JRS/USA on social media and post 
the information we provide on your channels 
to tell the story of refugees. @jrsusa

• Write - Send a message of hope 
and solidarity by writing a postcard 
to a refugee. Visit anyrefugee.org

http://anyrefugee.org/


What You Can Do...
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• Experience - Host a Walk a Mile in My Shoes Refugee Simulation and provide your 
community with an opportunity to pause and learn about the experience, the 
frustrations, disappointments and hopes that refugees around the world face. Visit 
www.jrsusa.org/outreach

• Lead – Start a JRS Refugee Action Team at your school, parish or in your community. 
Download a toolkit that explains how, at www.jrsusa.org/outreach. 

• Volunteer - Find a local refugee resettlement agency office and help a refugee learn a 
new language, meet friends, or even find employment and housing.

• Support the Mission: Consider a gift to help those who’ve been forced to flee their 
homes. www.jrsusa.org/donate

http://www.jrsusa.org/outreach
http://www.jrsusa.org/outreach
http://www.jrsusa.org/donate


What You Can Do...
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#Do1Thing

• Advocate: Join us for our annual 

Advocacy Day on Thursday, April 15, 

2021. This virtual event will provide 

you with the opportunity to learn 

about issues facing refugees and to 

encourage the new 117th Congress to 

take action on their behalf. 

www.jrsusa.org/event/jrs-usas-2021-

advocacy-day/

Take part in JRS/USA’s April 15, 2021 
Advocacy Day in Washington, DC!

http://www.jrsusa.org/event/jrs-usas-2021-advocacy-day/


Questions?
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Each day we have to decide 
whether to be Good Samaritans 
or indifferent bystanders.


