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Synod Report to the Diocese 
 

Section 1: Demographic Information 
 

Parish Contact Person: 
 

Allain Andry 
Suzie Shermer 

Email & Phone # of Contact Person: 
 

AAndryiv@gmail.com 
(704) 277-7303 
 
Suzie.shermer@gmail.com 
(704) 650-2231 

Name of Parish you represent:    
 

St. Peter Catholic Church 

City of Parish:     
 

Charlotte, NC 

Number of In-Person Synodal Conversations: 
 

3 

Number of online Synodal Conversations: 
 

4 

Total of Synodal Conversations held: 
 

7 

Total number of participants in Synodal Conversations: 
 

123 

Languages used: 
 

English 

How many meetings addressed the first synod question about the 
Lord’s presence in our lives? 
 

7 

How many meetings addressed the second synod question about the 
questions and challenges we face in our lives of faith? 
 

3 

How many meetings addressed the third synod question about the 
steps forward the Holy Spirit is suggestion to us and our community? 
 

7 

Did the Parish you represent distribute a survey among its members to 
collect responses to the synod questions?  
 

Yes 

What synod questions did the survey address?  
 

All three 
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Section 2: Fruits of the Synodal Conversations 
 

Instructions: Identify the most common answers and themes and most inspiring and moving responses or questions that 

emerged in the conversations.  

 

Question 1: What are the most significant signs of the Lord’s presence in your life?  

Family and Friends 

Respondents overwhelmingly identify their relationships with family and friends as the most significant factors for 

recognizing the Lord’s presence in their lives. Childhood mentors both formally, as educators, and informally in familial 

relationships were frequently mentioned. Adult roles as parents and grandparents bring joy and satisfaction.  

Said one respondent, “I find the Holy Spirit through my marriage, my adult children, and my grandchildren.”  

Another identified the impact of their 4 ½ year old son, “…as I teach him about our faith, he has been teaching me 

patience, love, forgiveness. This helps me understand how the Lord looks down on us as a child and how he sees that 

although we have made a mess of things, he forgives.” 

Everyday interactions, whether in casual settings such as the coffee shop or the grocery store or in more intentional 

professional and volunteer settings provide reminders of God’s presence.  

 

My Faith Community 

Respondents appreciate how St. Peter allows them to live out and grow in their faith:  

“St. Peter has led to finding my own inner peace… [and I] feel positively challenged by the homilies.” 

Many described their participation in various ministries such as faith formation, liturgy and those that reach out to those 

in need such as Social Justice and Room in the Inn:  

“I have found Christ in the assembly of the people. I am energized by everyone in the parish [through] 

shepherding, companioning, journeying with others.” 

 

My Personal Faith Practice 

Personal faith practices such as daily scripture reading, prayer, and journaling are a source of comfort and connection.  

Growing up in a more traditionally strict Catholic household and raising her children likewise, one respondent came to 

the realization that, “...faith is not just the rules - it is relationship with God.” Consequently, she noted, the Holy Spirit 

has called her to be devoted to daily prayer, the Examen, and to journal. She turns to Christ more often now for 

guidance and comforting.  
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Community Service 

Respondents saw the Lord in volunteer outreach activities in the parish ministries that reach out to those in need as well 

as in their chosen profession. 

One person credited her career as a social worker, “…which is sacred work” to Catholic teachings. A retired nurse said 

that she always saw her nursing career as the epitome of “corporal and spiritual works of mercy”.  

 

The Liturgy 

Many mentioned the comfort of attending daily or weekly Mass, the inspiring homilies, and the music.  

 

Nature and Creation 

Nature and the whole of creation was expressed as a constant reminder of God’s presence:  

“I find God, in nature - the sunrise, flowers, woods, the peace of nature where I find silence.” 

“When I am feeling overwhelmed with work, childcare, laundry, I will see something like a bird or squirrel, and 

am reminded there is much more to life.” 

“I am passionate about my involvement with the Care for Creation group and feel God most when I’m in nature 

and feel the Spirit permeating.” 

 

Question 2: What are the biggest challenges or questions you face in responding to the Lord’s call? 

Guiding My Young Children in the Faith 

Two specific concerns that emerged were that the St. Peter Mothers Well group, a ministry that provides a network of 

support for women navigating the various stages of motherhood, is struggling to build community. There is also concern 

that the Family Mass which stopped during Covid and has not resumed due to lack of resources, is likely resulting in 

children who are not attending and therefore not connecting what they are learning in class with what is happening at 

the altar.  

Of equal concern to parents and grandparents, is the desire that their children advance beyond understanding the rules 

and rituals of the faith and have an opportunity to develop a relationship with the Lord that will last them a lifetime:  

“How do we help teenagers and young adults in their family and community build a relationship with God so that 

they stay active in the Catholic Church? How do we guide the younger members on how to have a personal 

relationship with the Lord? What we have been doing is not working.” 

 

Navigating Relationships with Adult Children and Family who feel Distanced from the Faith 

Respondents express regret at not being able to share an important part of themselves with family members who have 

left the faith.  The abuse crisis was frequently cited as a factor. 

One mother and grandmother lamented that despite attending Mass growing up, receiving the sacraments, and 

attending Catholic schools, that none of her children are practicing Catholics. She sees as a root cause that “most 
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Catholic churches do not offer ways to go into a deeper faith relationship. They do not challenge members to examine 

their faith and take a deeper view.” 

Several respondents recounted stories of the pain caused by anti-LGBTQ messages from the pulpit. As a result, there are 

cases in which entire families have left the church.  

 

Balancing the Call to Serve with My Other Responsibilities 

The needs of the community are great, and many are challenged to know how best to focus their energy.  Respondents 

are seeking clarity on their gifts and where God wants them to serve. As they serve, respondents are concerned with 

balancing family responsibilities, capacity, and personal safety:  

“I am called to be a Good Samaritan, to do things. People are in situations that are complex. Where do I draw 

the line when helping?” 

 

Reconciling the Disunity in the Church 

There was significant concern expressed regarding the disunity in the church.  Many worry that a traditional, 

conservative, even pre-Vatican II, movement in parishes, seminaries and dioceses is pushing people away. Many see a 

disconnect between the Gospel teaching and how certain groups are excluded by an emphasis on ecclesial rules and 

liturgical formalism.   

“…God is a God of love and joy and forgiveness, centered on helping those most in need and making sure 

everyone is loved and cared for …. The US Church’s pull away from Pope Francis and the teachings of the Gospel 

and a focus on becoming ultra-politicized are a huge challenge to my faith.” 

 

Question 3: What steps is the Holy Spirit suggesting to you and your community to respond more fully to the Christian 

vocation? 

The St. Peter Parish Community 

We heard a very strong sense that St. Peter is largely responding to the Holy Spirit, noting the liturgies and homilies, 

service and social justice emphasis, lay involvement and leadership, participation of women, and Ignatian spirituality 

resources. 

Multiple responses perceived the need to create positive engagement for teens and young adults.  To show them a 

welcoming, positive community and experience of faith.  Some parishioners have not felt fully welcomed and struggle to 

get engaged.  Others desire more ways to connect and form community through relaxed fellowship opportunities in the 

parish. 

More, and new, lay members need to take ownership of activities and needs in the parish, and step up to leadership. 

 

The Larger Church Community 

The loudest, strongest call is to be a more inclusive Church.  To welcome sinners, see Christ in everyone, fully live and 

preach the Gospel message, show love, kindness, encouragement and acceptance, reach out to people.  Deep concern 

that too much focus on rules and regulations, especially a spirit of clericalism, excludes and drives people away from the 

Church, especially young people.  There is a great deal of sadness because so many parents have seen their adult 



5 
 

children leave the Church.  Several acknowledge the need to reflect the signs of the times and to grow, but not abandon 

the tradition of the Church.  Several mentioned that the annulment process drives away divorced Catholics. 

“The church needs to bring the Kingdom to the here and now - to live out the faith and help us do that too.” 

Many yearn for greater visibility and leadership of women in the Church.  Women are fundamental to the operation and 

mission of so much of the Church. 

The Church must actively work to reconcile the feelings of division.  Focus on what we have in common rather than 

differences.  A desire for more connectedness between parishes – ways to know and learn from each other, share 

programs, create connections, and trust that this engagement could reduce divisions. 

 

Personal Responses 

A broad desire to be able to share the beauty of the faith journey with others.  Often expressed in terms of finding ways 

to be of service to those in need; to reach out to teens and young adults; to be welcoming and open in my faith. 

A strong desire for personal prayer, to create more stillness and openness to God in our busy lives.  Desires to engage 

more fully in the ministries and programs offered by the parish, to create and experience more community through that 

engagement. 

In considering the sense of division within the Church, a desire to personally resist participating in divisive talk, to be 

more vulnerable, to see our own faults, to find ways to connect with other parish communities, to be open to learn from 

others with differing views and practices. 

 

Section 3: Our Response 
 

St. Peter parish is eager to continue the synodal process within our parish and in the Charlotte diocese, and to be part of 

a more synodal Church in the third millennium.  

The report, including some greater detail on parish-focused comments, will first be shared with key groups in the Parish 

including the synod listening session facilitators, the Pastoral and Finance Councils, and parish staff.  Additionally, a 

summary of the report will be made available to all members of the Parish.   

We intend to continue to listen to the parish community using an Ignatian listening model so that we may prayerfully 

discern sustainable responses to what was heard. Specific groups to engage in this process will be parents of school-age 

children, members of the Mothers Well group, and those who feel on the margins of the church. 

A regular column in the weekly parish bulletin entitled “Fruits of the Synod” will track the status of our discernment 

process and the larger synodal process taking place in the Church. 

 


