JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS
GOOD FRIDAY

A reading from the Gospel of John (19:16-22, 25-30)

	Then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.  So they took charge of Jesus.  He went out, carrying his cross, and came to “The Place of the Skull,” as it is called (In Hebrew it is called “Golgotha.”)  There they crucified him; one on each side, with Jesus between them.  Pilate wrote a notice and had it put on the cross.  “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews,” is what he wrote.  Many people read it, because the place where Jesus was crucified was not far from the city.  The notice was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.  The chief priests said to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am the King of the Jews.’”
	Pilate answered, “What I have written stays written.”
	Standing close to Jesus’ cross were his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  Jesus saw his mother and the disciple he loved standing there; so he said to his mother, “He is your son.”
	Then he said to the disciple, “She is your mother.”  From that time the disciple took her to live in his home.
	Jesus knew that by now everything had been completed; and in order to make the scripture come true, he said, “I am thirsty.”
	A bowl was there, full of cheap wine; so a sponge was soaked in the wine, put on a stalk of hyssop, and lifted up to his lips.  Jesus drank the wine and said, “It is finished!”
	Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
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