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To you, O blessed Joseph

Composed by Pope Leo XIII (1889)

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also.

Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by His Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities.

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; 
O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; 
O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle 
with the power of darkness.

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.  Amen.
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Mission Statement

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states:  Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children in the faith, prayer, and all the virtues. They have the duty to provide as far as possible for the physical and spiritual needs of their children. (CCC #2252)
The mission of our Religious Education program is to assist parents in teaching the Catholic faith to their children, our parishioners.  Nothing can replace the family’s weekly attendance at Sunday Mass and modeling of the virtues in their home, of their praying and teaching the faith to their children.  
We look forward to reinforcing these teachings and values in our religion classes.
Our Parish Religious Education Program

All classes are held in the Family Life Center (FLC) unless otherwise noted.
	Religious Education Classes

	Regular K-12 classes: Sunday from 9:15-10:45 AM.

RCIA for adults: Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM in O’Connor Hall (August-April)

RCIC for children: The evenings of the 3rd Tuesday of each month in the FLC.


	Youth Group: Meets on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 PM, starting in September.

Confirmation classes: TBA


Our catechists are either certified by the Archdiocese of Mobile they are working on their two-year certification. 
All our catechists and assistants have received background checks and completed the Child Protection training courses through the Archdiocese of Mobile. 
Materials to be used
Kindergarten through 8th Grade
We use the Faith and Life Series by Ignatius Press for our program. This program has been approved by the USCCB and the Archdiocese of Mobile. 
9th through 12th Grade

These students will use the Midwest Theological Forum Didache series. This is the USCCB and Archdiocese of Mobile number one choice for Catholic teens.
Preparation for Reception of Sacraments

Preparation for the reception of the sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist requires regular attendance in first and second grades (older grades on occasion) or equivalent instruction at home.  
The Archdiocese of Mobile normally requires that students attend two consecutive years of religious education classes before receiving a sacrament.  In addition, parents are required to work with their children at home, with supplemental workbooks that will be given to the students during separate meetings.  These meetings will be once per semester for the students, on a Saturday morning.  A parent meeting will take place in the beginning of the 1st semester, with Father Irwin, to explain the importance of attending Mass, classes and preparing the students for their sacraments. The sacramental fee for First Holy Communion will be $40.00 per student with a family fee of $50.00 for two or more family members.  If that fee is burdensome, scholarships are available.
Regular attendance at classes, in grades 3 through 12, prepares the child for the reception of Confirmation.  The sacrament of confirmation will be available to those students who are at least 
16 years of age, who are attending Holy Mass weekly and who are attending religious education classes on a regular basis or who are willing to participate in some sort of study of the faith.  A student/parent meeting will be held in September to give details as to Confirmation formation. The Confirmandi will have service projects and home study with their parents before their Confirmation day. 
For children who will be receiving the sacraments of First Holy Communion or Confirmation, but were not baptized in St. Joseph Parish, the Religious Education office will need a copy of their baptismal certificate in September.
Middle and High School Youth Ministry
6th to 12th grades

Youth Group meetings are fun-filled activities that are in a relaxed atmosphere where all of our youth are welcome!  The Wednesday Mass begins at 6:00 PM and our group meetings start at 6:30 PM with a delicious dinner.  Small groups, Adoration, monthly service projects, and retreats are some of the many things that the youth will enjoy during our Wednesday evening gatherings. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Our RCIA program is predominantly for non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith.  Though some attendees may join the Church at its conclusion, there is no obligation to do so.  Catholics are also invited to join this group to learn more about their faith.  RCIA classes are on Wednesday evening’s beginning on September 7th at 7:00 PM.
RCIA for Children
Children and teens enrolled in the Rite for Christian Initiation for Children & Teens will follow the journey of faith, receiving solid grounding in creed, the sacraments, Scripture, prayer and Church life. Children, who for whatever reason, have not had regular catechetical training are encouraged to join these classes, which provide a nurturing atmosphere for all inquiries about the Catholic faith. These classes will be on the 3rd Tuesday of each month beginning in September at 6:30 PM. This program will be available to Spanish speaking parishioners as well during this time.
Special Needs

Those with special needs will be assisted during our religious education class time. At times, parents may need to have Child Protection training completed by the Archdiocese of Mobile, if they would like to be in class with their special needs child. (Please contact the Religious Education Office if you have a child with special needs) 
Vacation Bible School (VBS)
VBS is offered during the summer in July. Come join in the great fun and adventure with friends in Jesus.
Participation Policies
Attendance

It is important for children and youth to attend all scheduled classes. Work from an excused absence can be made up and turned into the catechist or Religious Education office.  Absences will be excused for illness and/or family or team events; however, you must send or email an excuse so that the Religious Education Office has a record, and so that work can be made up by the student.  Students and parents with specific family dilemmas preventing them from attending weekly religious education classes will be handled on a case-by-case basis by the CRE in communication with the Pastor.  Please do not drop your child off early without ensuring a Religious Education representative has taken charge of them.  Children can be walked to the front doors of the FLC each Sunday or dropped off under the portico.  Children not picked up at 10:45 AM will be taken to the 11:00 AM Mass under the supervision of a catechist or CRE.  If a child is to be picked up early, details need to be given to the Religious Education Office for safety reasons.

It is expected that all children ages seven and over attend one of the weekend Masses.  As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states and our classes teach, Mass attendance is a serious responsibility for all Catholics who have received their first Communion.  Not attending a Sunday or Holy Day of Obligation Mass without a serious reason is a mortal sin.  Those in sacramental preparation are required to turn in a Mass attendance slip (or a bulletin, signed by the pastor of that parish, if they attend Mass out of town) each week. 

Punctuality 

Since classes are relatively brief, generally one and one half hours at maximum, it is necessary that children arrive on time.  Please make punctual and regular attendance a priority.  This weekly hour and one half is incredibly significant for your child's growth in faith.  Three unexcused tardies will count as one absence.

Extended Absence or Withdrawal from Program

Please inform the CRE with a written note in the event a child is to be withdrawn from the program or is to be absent from class for an extended period of time.  The parish will work with families who are experiencing special circumstances.
Instructional Policies
Homework Policy

All students will be assigned prayers to be learned for their personal use and spiritual edification.  It is the responsibility of the parent to help the child with this memorization – praying them at home is a great way for them (and the family) to learn them.  Other assignments may be given as homework, including service projects.  Missed work must be made-up.
Grading Policy

Assessments will be given to determine what children know about their Catholic faith and the beliefs and practices of the Church.  Children will complete the unit review test and will receive a grade.  Junior High and High School classes may have additional assessments, such as chapter tests.  Knowledge of their prayers will also be assessed.  A year-end review and assessment will be given before progression to the next grade level.  Evaluations will be made on the basis of the scope and sequence provided by the Archdiocese of Mobile.

Discipline

We cannot teach our children to be Disciples of Jesus Christ without discipline.  Students will be expected to show respect for their teachers and assistants and are expected to address them properly.  In addition, students are expected to show respect for their classmates, to follow directions, and complete all assignments given.
The use of electronic devices (phones, games) are not allowed during class time.  The first offense will receive a warning.  If the item is used a 2nd time, it will be confiscated.  The catechist will place such items in a labeled bag and a parent or guardian will need to come and request the item from the Religious Education office.
The catechists have been instructed to handle all conduct unbecoming a Christian student in this progressive manner:

1. Attempt to handle the inappropriate behavior in the class environment. (Give a warning to the child).
2. Send the child to the Religious Education office where the child will talk with the CRE and may be required to do written work before returning to the room to apologize to the class and catechist.  (Parents will be notified, if the child is sent out a second time.)
3. The child will have a conference with the pastor.

4. A parent will be called to pick the child up to complete the lesson at home.  A meeting will be scheduled with the parent, the CRE, and/or the catechist before the child returns to the class.
Infractions include but are not limited to: talking out of turn, leaving seat without permission, disrespect for catechist or fellow students, destruction of property and the use of electronic devices.
Off-site Activities

Permission forms must be signed and completed before any child may leave the premises. Trip departure and return time, destination(s), finances, if any, person in charge, medical information, and dress code will be included with each field trip form.

Dress Code

It is expected that administrators, teachers, and students will dress in such a manner that will provide a quality learning experience and will ensure the health and safety of those involved.  Students must dress in a manner that is not distracting to others or disruptive of the Religious Education program.  Shoes must be worn at all times.  Clothing which is too short, too tight, or too revealing, causing the distraction of others will not be allowed.

Drop off and Pick Up of Students

Parents and Guardians are not allowed in the FLC hallway during RE class time.  Parents can walk up to the doors to drop off or pick up their children.  You may also drive through the portico and drop off or pick up your children. Extreme caution should be used when driving under the portico!
You should arrive between 9:05-9:15 AM to drop off your child/children.  If you arrive after 
9:20 AM, the doors will be locked.  The FLC doors are to remain locked from 9:20 AM-10:45 AM for the protection of the students and catechists.
Pick up time will be at 10:45 AM. If your family attends the 11:00 AM Mass, then your child/children are allowed to walk over to the church to meet their family. Failure to pick up a student by 11:00 AM will result with the students being walked over to attend the 11:00 AM Mass.  Parents will need to retrieve their child/children from the back row of the church where they will be sitting. 
For more information contact: Jolynn Coiro (CRE/YC) – education@stjosephprattville.org  
Andrea Gonzalez (Re Assistant) - reassistant@stjosephprattville.org
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