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Dates to Note
December 18th - Holiday Movie Day
(more information to follow)

December 21st - Christmas Break Begins
January 4th - School Resumes

Have a Very Merry
Christmas

From the SJA Teachers & Staff

Principal's Corner
St. John’s Academy Families,
When I sit down to write these newsletters, it usually surprises me at just how fast the previous
month has flown by. However, this year, it seems that our days are moving just a bit slower
than we are accustomed to. The “new normal” of dealing with COVID within our community
and its subsequent effects has added more to everyone’s plate and increased stress and anxiety
levels. In challenging times, it can be difficult to understand God’s plan and to maintain our
faith and trust in Him.
Recently, I have been reminding myself that God can bring good out of every situation if we
cooperate with Him. One of the major challenges we face is the fact that we like to be in control
of every facet of our lives. Our “new normal” has forced me, and I am sure many of you as well,
to recognize that we are not in control.
COVID-19 has affected our lives in ways we never imagined. Work and school schedules have
been altered repeatedly. Children’s activities and social lives have been hampered. Family get
togethers have been postponed or cancelled. New duties, tasks and responsibilities have been
added to our already hectic lives and, most tragically, loved ones have been lost. In
circumstances like these, we could easily be driven to despair in the absence of faith.
These current events have a striking similarity to Christ’s overturning of the money tables in
the temple. As Christ cleared out the things that did not belong in God’s dwelling place, Christ
can use these challenging times to rid us of all the unnecessary things in our lives, remove the
things that do not belong or that hinder our relationship with Him. By surrendering to God and
removing the clutter, trust and hope is renewed and strengthened.
In this holiday season, we give thanks for difficult moments because these are the times that
our Lord can draw us into a deeper relationship with Him. I pray, that as a school family we
will allow God to bring about the good He intends. That good might not be something
grandiose but could be a simple step of faith and the ability to utter the words St. Therese of
Lisieux professed, “Jesus, I trust in you”.
On behalf of everyone at St. John’s Academy we wish you and yours a safe and blessed
Christmas. May God our Father fill you and all those you love with joy over the birth of our
Savior!

Jeff Trumbauer
Principal – St. John’s Academy

Monsignor Wald Photo Available
Lisa Lang from Happy
Mermaid Images took
this picture of
Monsignor Wald on
April 21, 2017 at St.
James Basilica. Lisa has
made 8x10 copies of
this picture, which are
available at the Parish
Office. She is only
charging her cost of $7
each.

Brrr... It's cold Outside
Every day students participate in
outside recess unless the
temperature drops below -10F or if
it is raining. All students are
required to wear the following to
participate in outside rescess:
Winter coat
Winter stocking hat
Winter gloves or mittens
(thin gloves are not warm enough)

Snow pants (when snow is on
the ground)
Boots (when snow is on the
ground)

COVID-19 Help us stop the spread
If your child is exhibiting symptoms of illness such
as cough, fever, runny nose, or stomach ache, please
keep them home until they are symptom free for 24
hours.

A Special Christmas Gift
St. John's Academy apparel is
available from Orriginals, Inc.
Order by December 14th to
have your apparel arrive by
Christmas. Go to the website
below to order and see all the
options available.
https://www.orriginals.com/st-johns-cademy-apparel/

Physical Education
A reminder that students must have
appropriate foot wear during P.E. class.
Sandals, dress shoes, and crocs are not
considered appropriate footwear. Every
student is required to have an indoor
pair of tennis shoes that remain in the
building throughout the school year.

The school office
is open from 7:30
to 4:00pm
Monday - Friday.

All items are donated after
30 days

Kids'
Kingdom

Pre -K

Pre-K has been busy and very
exciting! We've been having so
much fun playing and learning
together. Here are some of last
months highlights:
We celebrated Halloween by
playing games, singing songs,
watching a video, and making
speacial snack mix (witches brew)
Another busy month is just beginning as
To learn about the election and
we enjoy the excitement of the holiday
voting, we did a voting activity in
season! Our days will be filled with art and our classroom. Each student voted
learning, stories, math games, and
for their favorite animal, and then
wonderful Christmas music. As always,
we graphed the results to
we will have multiple Christmas trees in
determine the winner.
our room and will be filling them with the As a family project for
handmade ornaments. November went by Thanksgiving, the children
quickly, but we fit in a lot! Our Pre-K aged 'disguised a turkey' so it
session made Soup Turkey food donations
wouldn't get eaten for
again this year and the morning preschool
Thanksgiving.
families had a homework assignment to
do a random act of kindness together. It
has been heartwarming to read all of the
Kindergarten
thoughtful ways they served others. We'll November was a month of reflection as we
end with some sweet seasonal advice
thought about the impact that Monsignor had on
from the book character, Mama Llama:
our school and all of us. As we mourned his
"Sometimes we should take a rest and
unexpected passing, we were blessed to have the
hold the ones we love the best. Wishing,
opportunity to see things through the eyes of a
waiting, wanting things...we forget what
kindergartner. Their confident, trusting faith
this time brings."
reminds us that "Monsignor is sitting with Jesus"
and that's exactly where Monsignor wants to be.
1st Grade
That beautiful statement, from one of our
First grade has been busy
kindergartners, is what brings us joy in the midst
and so much fun! We all
of our suffering. What else brought us some joy?
enjoy our daily visits to
We were finally able to celebrate Friendship
the chapel to pray
Friday in a covid-friendly manner. Our students
together as a class and
stayed in their classrooms while the teachers, Mrs.
spend some time in silent
Mahoney, Mrs. Dobson, Miss Nikki, Mrs. Neville,
prayer. We have started
Mrs. LeFevre and Mrs. Trumbauer, moved from
Raz Kids to increase our
room to room teaching an
reading fluency and grow
activity using different
as readers. We are
Pete the Cat books. We all
beginning to learn
had a lot of fun and we are so
subtraction facts in math.
grateful that we were able to
In science we are learning
do something extra special
about plants and in social
for the students.
studies we are learning
about good and services.
We are looking forward to
the advent season as we
await Jesus’ birthday.

2nd Grade
2nd grade has been a blast! In religion, we are preparing to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Each week we enjoy discussing our new virtue and finding examples
within our life. In Math, we are working on measurement and counting money. In
Science, we are learning about habitats, and in Social Studies we are learning about
working to meet our needs. The best part of our day is going to chapel for silent
prayer time.

3rd Grade
The 3rd Graders have been busy
this month as we continue to
learn and grow in all academic
areas and, even more
importantly, in our faith. We
learned about the solar system;
main idea, details, and themes of
stories; estimating to the nearest
ten and telling time to
the five minutes; map skills; and
writing cursive letters on our
way to being able to write our
names in cursive. We also have
studied some saints as we
prayed for the dead during All
Souls Month, and we are
learning about the virtues of
affability, honesty, self-control,
and orderliness. We are now
starting to study the sacrament
of Confirmation as we look
forward to receiving this
wonderful sacrament in the
spring.

4th Grade
This past month our fourth grade class has focused on gratitude. We finished our
blessing pumpkin, wrote thank-you cards, and started a "I am Thankful For..." art
project. All of these projects showed how grateful we are to be here every day with
these fine friends of ours! We radically read by the "fireplace" and under the
twinkling classroom lights. We have also started looking at cool animal life cycles.
Every day is a new adventure and a new lesson for us. We hope everyone had a
fantastic Thanksgiving!

5th Grade
We have been busy learning about animal adaptations and different relationships and
how organisms interact in science. Math has been working with fractions and mixed
numbers. For reading we have been studying the elements of poetry. We have also been
putting all we have learned in grammar to help with our writing. Social studies has been
learning about different explorers and why other countries traveled to North America.
In religion we have been continuing to practice our virtues, and doing our best to live as
an image of God.

6th Grade
The St. John's Academy Student Council for 2020-21 consists of seven 6th graders. The
students involved are as follows: Co-Presidents: Jack Bollinger and Lily Schulz; Vice
President: Emelia Cramer; Members: Abby Ament, Larkin Kleven, Luke Monson, and
Adisyn Yunck. The student council ran a Sock-tober Sock Drive to collect socks for the
homeless. This drive has become an annual event for our school. This year we collected
504 pairs of socks and one pair of new shoes! Thank you to everyone who helped make
this a success!! This month the student council is joining forces with the Knights of
Columbus to assist them with their food drive. SJA students may bring any nonperishable
food items and place them in the colorful containers in the lunchroom. Donations will be
accepted until Thursday, December 3. Monetary donations are also accepted; the KC's are
matching these! If you would like to send a monetary donation, please place the
money/check in an envelope marked for "Food Drive" and have your child give this to
their classroom teacher. Thank you in your support of helping our children practice one of
the seven Corporal Works of Mercy. The 6th graders feel great about what they
accomplished in the last month. One of the highlights was deciding to put our religion
teachings into practice. We gathered up loose change, the kind of money that we find in
pockets, couch cushions, change jars, etc., the money that we probably don't even realize
we have sometimes. We set out with a goal of having $88 to donate to Feed My Starving
Children; this amount would feed one child for a year. In five school days, we didn't make
our goal...we blew it out of the water!! We were able to donate $365; this will feed an entire
family for a year! Not only that, we donated at a time when FMSC had a matching donor,
so our donation will help feed 2 families for a year! We now know how easy it is to make a
difference, so watch us for more amazing accomplishments!

